
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Misc. Docket No. 97- 9019

ORDER ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO
RULES GOVERNING ADMISSION TO THE BAR OF TEXAS

IT IS ORDERED that the Rules Governing Admission to the Bar of Texas are amended as

follows, to take effect on August 2, 1997:

1. Rule XI is amended by striking the existing language of subsections (c) and (e) and by
substituting therefor the following:

"(c) The Texas Bar Examination shall be given two times each year, beginning on
the last Tuesday of the months of February and July, unless the Board otherwise directs.

"(e) The provisions of this subsection (e) shall apply to each Applicant who takes
the Texas Bar Examination in February 1998 or thereafter.' The Texas Bar Examination
shall last two and one-half days and shall consist of the Multistate Performance Test
(MPT), given on Tuesday afternoon; the Procedure and Evidence Questions (P&E), given

'Through the administration and grade release of the July 1998 Texas Bar
Examination, the Board will continue to "grandfather" the passing scores of any Applicant
who has previously taken and passed either Part I or Part II of any Texas Bar
Examination, provided that such passing score is still valid under these Rules and that such
Applicant has properly elected under the prior version of this rule not to re-take such
passed portion of the Texas Bar Examination. Such an Applicant who has elected not to
re-take the P&E (formerly called Part II) will pass the Texas Bar Examination if (s)he
earns on the other portions of the exam (MPT, MBE, and Essays) a combined scaled score
of at least 607.5 (90% of the combined scaled score necessary to pass the Texas Bar
Examination). Likewise, an Applicant electing not to re-take the MBE and the Essays
(formerly called Part I) will pass if (s)he earns on the other portions of the exam (MPT
and P&E) a combined scaled score of at least 135 (20% of the combined scaled score
necessary to pass the Texas Bar Examination). An Applicant electing to take only a
portion of the examination under this clause shall pay the same fees as an Applicant taking
the entire examination.
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on Tuesday afternoon; the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE), given on Wednesday; and
the Texas Essay Questions (Essays), given on Thursday. After grading the answers to the
MPT, the P&E, and the Essays, the resulting raw scores on each of these portions w ill be
scaled to the Multistate Bar Examination, using the equipercentile method. Scores on the
various portions of the examination will be weighted as follows: MPT, 10%; P&E, 10%;
MBE, 40%; and Essays, 40%. Applicants who earn a combined scaled score of 675 (out
of a possible 1000 points) shall pass the examination. "

SIGNED AND ENTERED this a 4Iday of 1997.

^^Idjjan^ R , "'
Thomas R. Phillips, Chief Justice

^^C L
Raul A. Gonzalez, Ju 'ce

Priscilla,.R:, Owen, Justice
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