ORDER OF THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Pursuant to Rule 3a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, the Supreme Court
hereby approves the following local rules, which have been hitherto approved by the
presiding judge of the appropriate administrative judicial region and submitted to this
Court:

Rules of Court of the 36th, 156th, and 343rd District Courts (Aransas, Bee, Live

Oak, McMullen, and San Patricio Counties), dated December 12, 1989.

The Local Rules of the Courts of Webb County (49th, 11th, and 341st District

Courts and County Court at Law of Webb County), dated February 7, 1990.

The approval of these rules is temporary, pending the further orders of the Court.
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LETTER OF CERTIFICATION

I, JOHN CORNYN, PRESIDING JUDGE OF THE FOURTH ADMINISTRATIVE
JUDICIAL REGION OF TEXAS, on this the 2nd day of March, A.D.,
1990, do hereby certify that the above Rules were adopted by the
State District Judges of the 49th, 111th, and the 341st Courts of

Webb County at a Judges' meeting on the 7th of February, A.D.,

1990.
JOHN CORNYN, BRESINMING JUDGE
FOURTH ADMINISTRATIVE JUDICIAL
REGION OF TEXAS

ATTEST: ) i . .

LESLIE MURRAY
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT"



THE LOCAL RULES OF
THE COURTS OF
WEBB COUNTY TEXAS

. .. . The: 49th:Judicial District Court
The 111th Judicial District Court
The 341st Judicial District Court

The Webb County Court At Law
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such dispositicn on the merits of the matter ie
otherwise authorized at the time by law, by
provisions of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure
or by these local rules.
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THE LOCAL RULES OF THE COURTS OF

WEBB COUNTY

RULE. 1
GENERAL
RULE 1.10 Time Standards for Case Disposition:

The objective of the rules of the Civil Trial Division of
Judicial Courts of Webb County 1is to obtain a Just, fair,
equitable and impartial adjudication of the rights of litigants
under established principles of substantive law and established
rules of procedural law. These rulec shall be applied to encure
that all matters are brought to trial or finai diespositionr in
conformity with the following standards:

A. Civil Jjury cases. Civil jury cases will be
heard within 18 months from appearance date;

B. Civil non-jury. Civil non-jury cases chall be
heard within 12 months from appearance date;

C. Complex cases. Complex cases will be administered
and disposed of as per scheduling order of the court
and counsel. (See Rule 3.33)

RULE 1.11 Court Sessions; Annual Calendar Weeks Not in
Session; Holidays:

No cases will be assigned for trial omn the merits during:

a. The week of the South TexaéljudiéialuConfeFence-‘.>:

(Merch);

B. The week of the Annual Judicial Conference
(September); and )

C. The last week of December.

The entire weeks of the South Texas Judicial Conference and
the Annual Judicial Conference will be set aside as settlement
weeks.

Each court shall maintain a 24 month calendar for purposes
of setting jury and non-jury cases.

RULE 1.12 Hours of Court Proceedings:

No local rule under this subdivision.

2/7/90 : 7
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RULE 1.13 Emergency and Special Sessions:

Emergency and special 'meetings may be <called by local
administrative judge.
RULE 1.14 Jury/Non-Jury Weeks:

No locel rule under this subdivicion.

RULE 2
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE
RULE 2.10 Powers and Duties of Local Administrative Judge:

The Jjudges comprising the Webb County Court Administration
Board, Article 200 a-1 V.A.T.C.S.. shall, hold regular meetings
of the Court Administratior, Board, Adult Probation Board,
Juvenile Frobetion Board, Auditor's Boarc and Purchasing Board,
on the first Wednecsday of every month unless it conflicte with

‘Judicial conferences, commitments and county holidays.

The chairman of each of these Boards and/or the local
administrstive judae may call special or emergency meetinugs as
may become nececssary with appropriate notice to all bcard
members and the public, when necessary. ‘

RULE 2.11 Information to Local Administrative Judge:

The district clerk shall provide a monthly report detailing
the number of filings, dispositions, trisls, and other judicial

activities of the courts of Webb - County to the local
adminiestrative Judge and to the office of court adminicstration.
The clerk shall provide any other information requected by any .

presiding judge.

RULE 2.12 Exercise of Powers in Absente:

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 2.13 Court Divisions:

No local rule under thie subdivision.

2/7/90 - , 8
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RULE 3
CIVIL CASES
RULE 3.10 Filing and Assignment of Cases:

A case in the civil trial division shall be randomly
assigned using the central filing system in accordence wilh the
current order adopted by the council of judges. Once assigned
tc a court, a case shall remain on the docket of that court
unless transferred as provided 'in Rule 3.12. A

Any claim for relief based upon a prior Jjudgment shall be

assignecd to the <court of original judament. Every suit or
proceeding seeking to enforce, attack, avoid or set aside a
judgment, order or decree of a court (including suite in the
nature of a bill of review, writ of habeas corpus, or otherwice)

shtall ©be assigned to the court in which such judgment., order or
decree wacs rendered. All preoceedings which have previously been
dismissed &and are refiled <shall be ascigned te the court to
which the previous cult or proceeding was acssigned.

If & case 1s dismicssed and iec later refiled anrd 1t 1s.
determined that there 1is a substantial identity of partiecs arnd
causes of action in both casecs, then the refiled case shatll be
assigned by the locel administrative Jjudge or transferred by
the presiding Jjudge to the court where the prior case was
pending, with written notice to the district clerk.

A motion to consolidate casec shall be heard in the court

where the lowest rumbered case is pending. If the motion is
granted, the consolidated case(s) will be given the rnumber of
the lowest numbered case and assigned to that court, with

written notice to the district clerk.

RULE 3.11 Filing on Holidays:

No local rule under this subdivision.
& [ . - N ) = T R A - ..
o ¥ .

RULE 3.12 Transfer to Cases; Docket Exchange; Bench
Exchange:

A. Transfer. By agreement of all counsel and/or parties
pro se and of the court transferring the case, and of trancferee
court, any case may be transferred from one court to another

court of concurrent Jurisdiction, with the transfer and
acceptance te be in writing, with notice to the local
administrative judge and the dicstrict clerk. )

The presiding judge of the court may, upon notice and
hearing, transfer the cases from his/her court to any other

court having subject matter Jjurisdiction including but not
limited to the following types of cases:

a. Any case arising out of the same transaction or
occurrence ac< did an earlier case.

9/9/7an . n
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b. Any suit for a declaration concerning the alleged duty
of an insurer to provide a defense for a party to
the earlier suit.

The rules © governing transfer shall not be used to
circumvent the central filing system.

B. Post-Trial Matters. The judge who presided over the
trial of any civil case, shall preside over any post-trial
matters. However, in those cases where the judge who presided
over the trial is unavailable to preside cver a post-trial
matter, the local adminictrative Jjudge shall assian another
Judge, unless all parties agree otherwise.

C. Docket and Bench Exchange. The local adminiztrative
judge of the civil trial division may transfer cases between
courte in the manner provided by section A of this rule and may
assi1gn casec from one court to s&snother court for hearing if

he/ehe finde that a court has an inequitable burden due to
1llness, trial schedule, or other sufficient reascne. Any judge
whose court has csubject matter Jjurisdiction may sit in as judge
of amcther court in cases assigned for trial on the merits. 11
a case i on the docket of a court by any manner other than as
prescribed by these rules, the local administrative Judge of the
civil trial divieion chall, in writing, transfer the case to the
prcper court with notice to. the district clerk.

RULE 3.13 Request for Trial Settings—-Non-Jury:

All requests for non-jury trial cettings shall be by motion
wlth accompanyirg flat and heerd pursuant to rule 3.19.

RULE 3.14 Disposition of Uncontested Matters, Walk-In
Procedures:

3 et e Ll

Walk-in cases will be allowed at all times that do not
conflict with on-going Jury or non-—jury triale or proiracted
discovery conferences or hearings; attorneys can coordinate the
settings with the court coordinator by giving the court 24-hour
notice to allow the court coordinator or clerk time to prepare a
"walk-in" list and to check to make certain the case 1is ready
for the hearing or trial. Each court will post special days and
times available for walk-in hearings.

RULE 3.15 Request for Trial Settings-Jury:

No local rule under this subdivision.
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RULE 3.16 Jury Fee and Jury Demand:

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 3.17 Docket Calls and Announcements:

The court may schedule docket calls to receilve
annmouncements on the status of pending cases.
RULE 3.18 Assignment of Cases for Trial:

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 3.19 Conflicting Settings and Assignments of Counsel:

A. Inter—-County. The Rulec of Frocedure of the Fourth
Adminicstrative Judicial Region control conflicts in
settings of all kinds between Webb County court(s) and
courts not in Webb County.

B. Intra—-County. Among the trial courts sitting 1n Webb
County. ‘
1. Attorney already in trial in another cocurt:

a. When informed that an attorney ic presently in

trial, the court will determine where and when
assigned. This information will be verified upcn
request of opposing counsel. The case will be
placed on "hold" or reset, depending on wher the
attorney will be released.

b. If the attornev is not actually in trial as
represented by the attorney or his or her agesnt,
& <« the case wili be-tried- ‘without further rotice.
2. Attorney assigned to two courte for the same date:

All attorneys having conflicts with other court
settings and who will be late for docket call or other
court settings or hearings/conferences, shall notify
the court coordinator and opposing counsel of such
conflict as soon as it becomes apparent, and shall
state:

(1) The nature of the conflict;

(2) Where counsel may be reached;

(3) What announcement counsel wishes to make;

¢4) The time that the Presiding Judge should expect
counsel to personally appear; and

TR 9/7/0n ; , _ 1l



3. Attorney assigned to two courts for trial for the same
date:

a) . It is the duty of an attorney to call the
affected Judges' attention to all dual settings
as soon as they are known.

b) Insofar as practicable, Judges should attempt to
agree on which case has priority, otherwise, '
the following priorities shall be observed by
the Judges of the respective courts.

(1> Trial/Non-Trial. Trial setting take precedence
over conflicting non-trial settings; and
(2) Trial/Trial. A trial setting that is assigned

takes precedence over a Conflicting trial setting
not yet assigned. ’

(39 Cases assigned to trial on the merits in a United
States Court. '

(4) Criminal casec.

(D Cases given preference by ststute.

(&) Preferentially set casec.

7)) Case set at earliect date.

(8) Case with earliest filing date.

(%) Courts in a multi-court county should yield to

courts 1n rural counties in all cther instances
of conflicting settings.

4, Waiver. The Court with precedence may yield.

S. Lead Counsel Attorrney in Charge. Thie rule operates
only where lead Counsel/Attorney in Charge, as defined
by Texas Rules of Criminal Procedures 8, is affected,
unless the Court expands coverage to cther. counsel.

RULE 3.20 Preferential.Settings:

H R a .

Motions for preferenticl setting shall be written, verified
and specific. Upon request of counczel, sucht motione shall be
granted in the followling cases:

A. Cases entitled to preferential setting by law; or
B. A case that the Court has determined because of its
nature, circumstancecs and litigation history, requires

a priority trial.

RULE 3.21 Resetting Cases:

The parties may not agree to reset a case unless prior
notice is given to the court or a timely motion for continuance
is filed and the court approves either the reset or
continuance. A motion for centinuance will not be deemed timely
if it is filed after the Thursday tefore the Monday of jury
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selection without good cause. A motion for continuance on a non
Jury case must be filed no lece.than four days prior to non-jury
trial date.

RULE 3.22 Dismissal Docket; Involuntary Dismissal:

Each court shall periodically schedule a dismissal docket
at which time counsel shall appear and show good cause why the
case should not be diemicssed for want of prosecution.

RULE 3.23 Suspense Docket:

If & rcase has been stayed because it relates to a
bankruptcy proceeding, suggesticn of death or to abatement by
previous order of the court, such cacse is to be transferred to a
suspense docket for suspension of further action and the file
delivered to the clerk's office subject to later reeascignment in
accordance with these rules whew it becomes appropriate.

RULE 3.24 Hearing on Pre-trial Pleas and Motions:

A. Opposed Motions. Every opposed motion presented for
filing ehsll state with particularity the relief or order sought
and shall contain an averment thet movent has conferred or has
attempted to confer in percson or by telephone with opposing
counsel, including the dates on which such conference or
attempts occurred, and that counsel are unable to reach an
agreement upon the dicposition of the mattere raiced by the
motion. A separate proposed order granting the relief sought
shall accompany the motion. A memorandum of legal authorities.
when deemed appropriate, may be filed with the motion or no
later than three days before the hearing.

* B. UnOphoéed Motions. If™-any--moticn -ic unopposed by all’
ceunsel of record, counsel may simply sc state conspicuously on
the face of the motion. . In such event, the motion will bGe

submitted by the clerk to the judage for " approval and will be
granted routinely without a hearing unless the judoge is of the
view that the granting of such motion is not in the interest of
justice. A separate proposed order granting the relief sought
shall accompany the motion.

cC. Motion Day. All courts will set aside at least one
(1) day per week so that all motions may be heard and disposed
of. The day, or time of day, may be changed from week tu week,

as the courts' schedules may dictate. The court coordinator of
each court will designate the motion day at least ten (10) days

2/7/90 13
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in advance. In the event that this date conflictse with an
ongoing trial, all matters set for motion day will be heard by
the court at any time during that day as ordered by the court,
or reset to a later date, or it may be heard by any other court
of concurrent jurisdiction pursuant to order of the trial judge.

E. Waiver of Hearings. Hearings on any motion may be
waived 1f all counsel of record agree and notice of same is
given to the court. Argument in summary judgment matters may be
waived by agreement of counsel and court by writtern notice to
the court.(See Rule 3.31) '

F. Expedited Settings. Any attorney may, in order to
expedite the obtsining of a <etting, contact the court's
coordinator and request a date and time for a motior that he/she
is to file. The attorney will insert the date and-time given in
the accompenying fiat to the motion, 1nsert a e/t in the
signature slot, msil or fax it to all counsel of record in that
faechion, filing the original motion with the accompanrvirng fist's
cignature <lot left blank for the judge's or court coordinator's

signature. The certificete requirec in Rule 3.26 A sbove and

the certificate required by Rule 72 of the Texas Rulee of Ciwvil
Procegure shall signify to the court that the attorney has
notified all counsel of record of the setting before f:ling the
original motion and fiat. :

RULE 3.25 Attorney Conference Requirement and Procedure:

G A1l scheduling Cohferences and pre-triecl conferences
shall be attended by the attornmey-in-charge or co-counsel who
ie/are familiar with the case and who ie/are  fully authorized:
(1) - to stste the cliente positiorn on the law and the facts,
(2) to make agfeements es to scheduling. (33 to enter into
stipulations. (4) to stipulete to the admiscsibility, ard/or
authenticity of. exhibite, ~and (53  to necotiate cettlement.
Attorney/s  for all parties &Rl Bé phyeically prezenrt "at the
scheduliny conference unless arrangementes have beers made Tfor

cuch conference to be held by telephone.

B. Each attorney shall bring their trial calendar in
order to arrange settings which do not conflict with previous
engagements of counsel. Under no circumstances may an attorney
be represented at any scheduling conference ‘or pre-trial
conference, whether held by telephone or otherwise by any
csecretary or other non-lawyer personnel. '

RULE 3.26 Non-Compliance with Conference Procedures:
When counsel for either party. after notice, and without

good cause, fails +to appear or is unprepared for a scheduling
conference or pre-trial conference, the court may: '

a/rron : 1A
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A. Make all scheduling decisions and rule on all motions,
exceptions or other matters;:

B. Declare any motions or exceptions that have been
prepared as having been waived; 4
C. Alter the trial setting or other scheduling matters,

decline to set the case for trijal, cancel the setting
previously made, or take such other action that is
deemed just and proper;

D. Pass and reset the conference in which case the
party represented may be entitled to recover
reasonable attorney's fees and expenses.

RULE 3.27 Discovery Disputes:

Any motion for discovery under Rule 167, Teras Rules of
Civil Frocedure, or for protection under Rule 166b, Texss Rules
of Civil Procedure, or te qussh interrogetories or reque=zti for
admissiore served under Rule 168 and Rule 169, Texas Rulece cf

Civil Procegure, may be treated as premeture unless counsel for
movant bhas made a good faith effort to obtsin such discovery or
relief from opposinag counsel by agreement and has complied with

the applicable Rules of Civil Procedure and has been
unsuccessful. or shows good cause for not making <such an
effeort. Ail parties shall complete diccovery not less than
seven (7) days prior to the date <aid cace i <cet for trial
unless otherwise ordered by the Court or agreed wupon by
parties. Counseel will be expected to confer with opposing

councel concerning all such matters &and present to the court
only thoses matters that cannot be agreed upon after a goeod faith
effort to asgree on both sides.

RULE 3.28 Severances:

All moticne to ,sever will be controlled by the provisions

of Rbles 41 amd”17a,“Téx5é Rulecs™of “Civi) Procedure, and > ‘such

rules will]l be etrictly construed.

RULE 3.29 Continuances:

No trial setting shall be passed except by:

A. Settlement, in writing or on the record;

E. Written agreement/motion for continuance of all
parties, with consent of the court:

cC. A motion for continuance timely filed under the
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure with consent of the
court;

D. Such motions shall be heard on the court's motion day

or sooner, if necescsary.
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RULE 3.30 Default Judgments:

All uncontested proceedings shall be heard expeditiously on
a walk—-1n basis pursuant to Rule 3.14.

RULE 3.31 Summary Judgments:

A. A1l motions for summary Jjudament will be controlled by
the provisione of Rule 166A of the Texas Rules of
Civil Procedure.

B. Councel of record may agree to submit the motion for
summary without oral argument by filing jointly, &
written waiver five (5) dayve prior to the zetting.

RULE 3.32 Ancillary Proceedings, Temporary Orders, and
Emergency Matters:

A. There chall be ecstablished an emergency docket for the
handlinag of matters requiring immediate hearing or conferences
in cases filed 1n the district courte of Webb County anct tne
Webb County Court At Law. The locel administrative judge <hall
assign to each of the district ' judgese of UWebb CLeocunty, oM arn

eqgual time basic. the responsibility for presiding over the

emergency docket:

B. The emergency docket shall include only those cazes
invelving hearings on applicstions for temporary Restraining
ordere, issuaence of writs of <sequestration, garnishment and
cttachment. whether csuch matters <chall be heard ex-parte or

otherwise, entries of default judgment and/or other wrlits and

processes;

C. The court. coordinator ef the preciding judge eof the
court thaet hac been a551cned the’ éneraercv ‘dochet by the - locad
administrative judae <chall be responcsible Tor mzintaining the
emergency docket for the period of assignment. Any attorney who
requests any matter be placed on the emergency docket shall be
responsible for communicating with the court cocordinator of the
presiding Jjudge in order that the matter may be placed on the
emergency docket by the court coordinator;

D. Whenever a matter is placed on the emergency docket,
the court coordinator for the presiding judge is responsible for
immediately coordinating with the district judge who has been
assigned to the emergency docket for that period of time in
order to establish the date, time, and place for hearing and to
then notxfy the attorney(s) as to the date, time, and place of
hearing; ' ‘

arm/an . 18
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E. The district judge assigned to the emergency docket
during that period of time that any matter is placed on the
emergency docket shall have the discretion to determine that any
such matter should not be entitled to emergency dispocition and
remove the matter from emercgency. . docket upon immediste notice to
the attorney who requested that it be placed on the emergency
docket;

F. In the event a matter hacs been removed from the
emergency docket by the district judge assigned to the emergency -
docket for that period of time, any of the district judoes of
Webb County may precide over that matter upon requecst after
proper notice to the court coordinator cof that presiding judge;

G. Before any attorney shall request a matter be placed
on the emergency docket, said attorney must firct request the
matter be heard by the judge in whose court the case ie pending;
and the attorney on all matters and documents teing ascigned to
the emergency docket chall certify thet the matter beino placed
cn the emergency docket was mnot heard or dispoced oi by the
judge in whose court the case or matter is pending.

RULE 3.33 Complex Case Designation:

In any casec where due to the icsues, number of parties or
other matters, counsel believes thst his cacse cannot be
prosecutéd)within the time set out by the guidelines above, =aid
counsel <shall file a motion to designate this cacse as a complex
case and chall request & docket control conference to establish
the proper court quidelines for this case.

RULE 3.34 Alternative Dispute Resolution:

Cases may 'be_reﬂerhed_jo alternative dispute recoluticn by
the Judages of 'the codrts of Webb County on 'their oww motion: or
on motion of one of the partiec, subject to the dicscretion of

the assigned judge precsiding at settlemert weesl .

RULE 3.35 Pre-trial and Scheduling Conferences:

In any case where a request for trial setting is filed, or
on motion of the court, a case may be set for a pre-trial or
status (scheduling) conference, or by approval of court, (in
lieu of such conference, the court may authorize filing of a
joint status report may be filed) at which time the parties will
be assigned the following:

1. Trial date; ]

2. Case rank or number;

3. All trial deadlines;

4, Deadline for filing of pre-trial order; and
5. Date for hearing on all pending motions;

-~
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Routine pre-trial conferences may be conducted by the court
coordinator and counsel's presence may be by telephonic
conference, if requested, tnless otherwise ordered by court.
Counsel for the party requesting the telephonic conference will
initiate the conference.

Forme for status letters, trial deadlines, pre—-trial orders
and jury questionnaires may be obtained from the court

coordinator. Assignment of trial dates will be governed by the
court's calendar prepared pursuant to Rule 1.11.

RULE 3.36 Certificate of Progress; Proposed Preparation
Plan:

No local rule under this subdivicion.

RULE 3.37 Trial Stipulatiohs and Admissions:

No locsl rule under thices cubdivision.

RULE 3.38 Trial Witnesses and Exhibits:

Each attorney shall pre-mark and i1dentify their eshibits
prior to tr:ial by the date ordered by the court. Each attorneyv
cshall prepere a lizt of trisl] exhibits and provide the court endg
opposing couneel e copy of this liet prior to triel.

RULE 3.39 Disposition Conferences:

No leccal rule unrder thie cubdivision.

RULE®*3.40 Settlements: =~ ° ° «-wer oo L, L .

Councel of record chall immediately notiiy the court
coordinater and/or court of the fact that the parties have
reached a settlement, notwithstanding that the agreement is
reached over a weekend. '

RULE 3.41 Jury Selection:
All jury panels will be summoned to the central Juny area

and qualified there. Voir dire will be conducted in the courte
on Mondays and subsequent days. ’
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RULE 3.42 Jury Charge Questions and Instructions:

Attorneys whose cases are on the jury docket schall report
to court at B8:18 a.m. on the date set for trial and jury
selection and submit to the court, in proper written form. their
proposed initial jury guestions/instructione, and legal
authorities in support of same, unless ordered to do [Ya)
earlier. Other jury guecstions and instructions may be submitted

during trial as the evidence may dictate.

RULE 3.43 Submission of Orders, Judgmenté, Instructions:

A. All Cases. The order and judgment chall be
forwarded to opposing counsel for signature for apgproval as to
form with seven (7) days. Opposing counsel sheall file any
objections to the proposed judagment and/or order wilhin three
(3) working cays of receipt of the proposed Judgment . The
judgment anc/or order and all accompanyincg forms chould be
presented to the court no later than fourteen (149 days after

final hearing.

B. Contested Divorce Actions. In contecsted divorce
casecs the petitioner's attorney, or pro se petitiorner, shall
prepare and submit the proposed decree of divorce and the buireau
of vital statistice form in with Rulec 3.43 and 4.10.

C. Uncontested Divorce Actions. In wuncontested divorce
cssec, the petitioner's counsel or pro e petitioner shall be
responcsible for submitting the proposed divorce decree, bureau

of wvital statistics form, assigrnment of wages order, notice to
employer, order withholding income for support.

D. All Divorce Cases or Cases Ordering Child Support.
In divorce cacses the s&ttorney for the party receiving child
cupport shall file the order of ascignment of wages., which will
contorm with - the “décrée"of“wdivorc94<and.4must «be  properky
completed, especialiy ac 1t relates tc the employer, amount to
Ee paid weekly, biweekly, or monthly. Further, no order of
assigning wages is complete, unless accompanied by notice to

employer and request for issuance of the order withholding
wages. Before the date of final trial, all cases must have on
file the Bureau of Vital Statistics form (except for date of

hearing which will be filled in on date of hearing) and the
order for assignment of wages (leave ©bGlanks for monetary
amounts). :

In all post <divorce decree, matterc, i.e., motions to
modify. to enforce, etc., the prevailing party throuaoh their

attorney shall submit the appropriate Ordere as granted by the
court, to the court, copy to adverse counsel, and/or pro se
party, after which the court will process it for entry, ag
stated above.
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RULE 3.44 Withdrawal . and Copying of Documents:

No local rule under this subsection.

RULE 3.45 Other Local Rules:

A. Miscellaneous Pleadings. Every pleading of a party
shall be properly titled. The motion and order must be properly
identified, e.q. "Plaintiff's Motion for Summary Judament" and

"Order Setting Plaintiff's Motion for Summary Judgment."

B. Deposit of Monies in Registry of Court. Irn cases
where monies are deposited into the registry of the court. it
shall be the receponsibility of all counsel and attorneys ad
lJitem to make certain that the order or Jjudgment irmctructs the

district clerk abcut the dicsposition of the moniec. Fry order
or Judgment  filed wunder thi¢ secticn e€hall aleo include the
namees, soclal security numbers, addrecsses and phone rusbers of
all 1Nnterecsted par tiec. Appropriate forms to efiectuate the

purpocse and intent of this rule may be obtaired at Lhe Webb
County district clerk's office. Failure to comply will result
in the district clert depositing the funds in ron-interect
bearing accounts.

RULE 4
FAMILY LAW CASES

RULE 4.10 Time Standards for Family Law Case Disposition:

A. Contested Family Law Cases. All contected family law
cases shall be heard within six (6) months from zppearance date
or within <six (6) monthe from the expiration c¢f the wailting
period provided by .the Family Code’ vwhere  cuch le reguired,
whicrever i1c' later. 11 paerii®s ancd counsel mustrbe ready Tor
trial en the merits after ninety (20) days or on the date

designated on the form attached to the petitiom anc c:irtation.

If no activity is reflected on the docket sheet, the case
will be subject to e dismissal for want of prosecution.

ITf a case 1s complex and/or extraordinary requiring
additional preparation, a motion can be filed in accordance with
Rule 3.33. ‘

B. 49th and 111th District Courts: Divorcé cases are
scheduled as all other civil cacsecs.

cC. County Court At Law and 341st_District Court Cases.

1. The controlling date is the Friday of the week a
divorce is filed. ' .
c. Non-Jjury cases: The cases shall be automatically set

for trial. The triel date shall be in writing on
the citation to Respondent.
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3. Jury cases: A jury request must be submitted and
the fee paid thirty (30) daye before the initial
cscheduled hearing.

4. The parties may ask for a continuance in writing at

least ten (10) days before the non-jury trial date and

thirty (30) days before the jury trial date. If the
court grants a continuance, the cacse will be
automatically set for pre-trial seven daye following
the original scheduled hearing date. The Court will
aleo set a trial date not to exceed thirty (30) days
from the pre-trial hearing.

Submisesion of Judgments, Orders, Decrees, end EBureau

of Vital Statistice Forms:

(a) Acs a matter of policy, petiticner's attorney
shall prepare and submit the Bureau of Vital
Statistics form and the divorce decree. unless
otherwise egreed to by the parties.

(b)Y The support-receiving parties' attorney chall be
responsibie for filing the order of ascignmert cof
wages. This order shall conform so to the cecrees
of divorce and must be properly completed,
particularly as it relatecs to the employer and
the amount to be paid weekly, biweekly, anc
monthly. Further, no order accigning wages ig
complete unlecss accompanied by rotice to the
employer and request for issuarce of the order
withholding. ‘

(c) Before the date of hearing, all cases must have
on file the Bureau of Vital Statistice form,
(except date of hearing which will be filled in
on date of hearing) and the order of assignment
cf wages. (Leave blank spaces for mornetary
amounts) ., There will be no exceptions.

(cd) Parties not comblying may be subject to senctions.

() The case shall be set for entry of Judgment two
weeks.faollowing the date of hearing at 9:00 z.m.

" unless it is submitted beforehsnd. . St

o

RULE 4.11 Ancillary Proceedingé, Temporary Orders, and
Emergency Matters:

The proviceions of Rule 3.32 will apply.

RULE 4.12 Disposition Proposals:

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 4.13 Uncontested Matters:
All uncontested family law cases shall be heard within

three (3) months from appearence date or within three (3) months
from the expiration of the waiting period provided by the Family
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Code where such is required, whichever is later. Uncontested
cases or those that have been csettled are processed and disposed
of pursuant to local rule 3.14, ANy person not filing an answer
is subject to default. ‘

RULE 4.14 Financial Information Statements:

If child support is a contested issue, a monthly financial
statement of 1ncome and expencecs shall be filed with the court
seven days before a scheduled hearing on temporary child support
or the final divorce hearing.

RULE 4.135 Child Support BGuidelines:

No locsl ruie under this subdivision.

RULE 4.16 Possessory Conservatory Visitation Guidelines:

No local rule under this cubdivicion.

RULE 4.17 Inventory and Appraisement:

Petitioner shall have thiirty (30 daye to file & sworn
inventery, list of claime, &nd debte from the date cf filing of
the original petition. Resoondent shall have thirty (3C) dayse
to file sworn inventory, list of cleims, and detite frocm date of
filing of the original answer.

RULE 4.18 Ad Litem Appointments:

_No locel rule under this subd

13 .

ivision,

" - .

RULE 4.19 Mediation Counseling:

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 4.20 Referral to Master:

No local rule under this subdivision.
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RULE S

LIQUIDATED CLAIM CASES

- RULE 5.10 Liguidated Monetary Claims:

Ne local rule under this subdivicion.

RULE 5.11 Certification of Plaintiff for Suspense Docket:

No locel rule under thie subdivicion.

RULE 5.12 Application to Defer~Entry of Judgment:

No local rule under this subdivicesion.

RULE 5.13 Certification that Payment Agreement Continues in
Effect: ‘

No local rule under this subdivicion.

RULE 6

CRIMINAL CASES

RULE 6.10(1) Felony and Misdemeanor Cases:

‘No local rule under this sﬁbdivision.

RULE® 6.10(2) " * Brand Jury: =~ ' =5 . :

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 6.11 Filings/Return of Indictments:

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 6.12 Arraignment/Initial Appearance:

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 6.13 Appointment of Counsel:

No leccal rule under this subdivieion.
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RULE 6.14 Appearance of Defendant and Counsel/Court
Attendance:

No local rule under this subdivision.

f

RULE 6.15 Withdrawal or Substitution of Counsel:

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 6.16 Bond and Bond Forfeiture:

No . local rule under thie subdivision.

RULE &6.17 Discovery:

Nop local rvule under this subdivision.

RULE &6.18 Docket Calls/Announcements:

No local rule under this subdivicion.

RULE 6.19 Continuance/Resetting/Postponements:

No loceal rule under thie subdivision.

RULE 6.20 Plea Bargeins:

No local rule under thie subdivision.

RULE®*6.21 Guflﬁy'Pléé/Nbld thtender/@pen»ﬁleas: .

No local rule under thie subdivisiocn.

RULE 6.22 Speedy Trial:

No local rule under thics subdivision.

RULE 6.23 Motions/Pre—trial Hearings/Pre-trial Matters:

No local rule under this subdivision.

-

RULE 6.24 Settings/Schedules:

No lpcal rule under this:subdivjsion.
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RULE 6.25 Order of Trials/Preferential Settings/
Conflicting Engagements:

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 6.26 Witnesses/Evidence:

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 6.27 Non-Jury Trials:

No locel rule under this subdivision.

RULE 6.2B Jury Trials:

No local rule under this subdivicion.

RULE 6.29 Jury Selection/Voir Dire:

No local rule under this subdivicion.

RULE 6.30 Probation Applications/Defefred Adjudication:

No local rule under this subdivicion.

RULE &6.31 Pre-Sentence Report/Court's Proposed Sentence:

No local rule under this =subdivision.

RULE #6.32 Judgméhts/brdéfsf DR T . .

No local rule under this =subdivicion.

RULE 6.33 Occupational Driver's License:
No local rule under this subdivicion.
RULE 6.34 Probation Revocations/Motions to Adjudicate/
Habeas Corpus:

No local rule under this subdivision.
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RULE 6.35 Appeals from Lower Courts:

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 7

JURY MANAGEMENT

RULE 7.10 Jury Management:

The Webb County courts have -adopted & central jury
selection process. Jury panels are assigned to different
courte. A Jury week schedule is filed with the dictrict clerk

by the courts.

'RULE 8

JUDICIAL VACATIDN

RULE 8.10 Judicial Vacation:

All Jjudges of courts in Webb County, Texac chall advicse the
local administrative judge of his/her planned annual leave, or
dicsability, or intention to attend Judicielly mancdated
educational conferences. A visiting judge may be ascigned to
administer that court's docket. '

RULE B.11 Notification to Local Administrative Judge of
Absence or Planned Vacation of Judge:

No Jlocal rule under this subdivision.

& RN P

RULE B8.12 Requests for Visiting Judge:

Upon request, the local administrative Jjudge will make
arrangements with the administrative Jjudge of the Fourth
Administrative Judicial Region to assign a visiting Jjudge to
Webb Ccunty to sit for any or all of the courts that will be
unavailable.
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RULE 10.11 Conduct and Decorum of Counsel:

RULE 9

NON-JUDICIAL PERSONNEL

RULE 9.10 Non-Judicial Personnel:

No locel rule under this subdivision.

RULE Q.11 Qualifications of Non-Judicial Personnel:

No local rule under thie subdivision.

RULE 9.12 Conduct of Non-Judicial Personnel:

No local rule under thie subdiviseion.

RULE 9.13 Duties of Non—-Judicial Personnel:

No loccal rule under thic subdivision.

RULE 10

ATTORNEYS OF RECORD

RULE 10.10 Appearance of Counsel; Designation of Attorney
in Charge: '

An attorney may not appear for a party unlecss he has 1iled
or made his appearance cf record.

u - - B - - A

A. Attire:
A1l counsel coming before the courts of Webb County,
Texas shall wear attire that 1i1s befitting their positions as
officers of the court.

B. Professionalism:

An attorney's behavior and actions should conform to
the The Texas Lawyer's Creed--A Mandate for Professionalism as
promulgated by the Supreme Court of Tesxaes and the Court of
Criminal Appeals as was adopted on the 7th day of November, 1689
and maybe amended from time to time.
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RULE 10.12 Withdrawal or Substitution of Counsel:

A. Any . attormney who has appeared of record in any case may
withdraw only by filing & motion approved by the cour t:

The motion should set forth the following:

(a) The reason for withdrawal;

(b) A certification to the effect that the client has
been notified of the withdrawal and that the client's
file has been returned;

(c) the current address of the client where victicees of

setting may be mailed. together with a worlk and/or
home phone number; . -
(d) the name of cubstitute counsel, if known. and a

certification that the withdrawing attorney has
explained this procedure to the client, snd has
communicated teo the client the fact that withdrawal of
counsel cannot be used to delay a trial setting in the
case.

B. The motion to withdraw must be signed by the attorney
requesting wilthdrawaljg furthermore, 1f substitute counsel has
been engaged, his signature and mailing address shall be affixed
to the motion constituting an appearance for all purposes.

C. Newly retained counsel shall not be permitted to subetitute
for counsel of record unlese they certify they are rrepared to
proceed with the caze without a delav of the proceedings.

D. A motion to substitute councel that will cause delay
requires a hearing. If the motion 1is =igned v counsel
wlthdrawing, substitute cocunsel and/or client, and 1s

accempenied by a statement certifying that nc delay will occur ,
the court will sian the meotion without formal hear ing.

E. IT  subcstitute counsel's andYsr “the client s ciurnature faile
toc appesr on the motion, withdrawirg coursel chall attach to the
motion a copy of the cover ietter forwarding s copy of tne
motion to his client " advising him/her of the filing of the
motion and the date and time of the hearing. The motion shall
be set down for hearing and no withdrawal shall be permitted
unless and until the matter has been heard.

RULE 10.13 Attorney Vacations:

An  attorney may designate not more than four (4) weeks
during any given calendar year as vacation, during which time
he/she will not be assigned to trial or required to engage in
any pre—trial proceedings, unless the csse has been specially
set. An  attorney may file written designation(s) of vacation
periods covering less than four weeks in any calendar vyear, so
long as all of the written decignation(s) of vacaticn filed in
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any one calendar year do not cover periods of time which in the
aggregate exceed four weeks. The written designation(s) must be
filed with the district clerk (with copies to all courte of
record in Webb County) no later than fifteen (15) days prior to
the date of the attorney's designated vacation. No case will be
set after notice has "been sent to the district clert.
Designation(s) of vacation will not relieve the attorney from
any setting assigned prior to the filing of vacation schedule by
counsel. .
RULE 11

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW CASES

RULE 11.10 Administrative Law Cases:

Ne locel rule under this ceubdivicion.

RULE 12

MISCELLANEQOUS LOCAL RULES

RULE 12.10 Settlement Week:

See Rule 1.11.

RULE 12.11 Form for Submitting Court Costs:
No locel rule under this subdivicion.
RULE 12.12 :‘"Fbrm.?oF'Réquéstﬁhg:ﬁlternate Disputer
Resolutions: .

No local rule under this subdivision.

RULE 13
ADOPTION, AMENDMENT, NOTICE
RULE 13.10 Procedure of Adoption and Amendment of Local
Rules:
The Judges comprising the Court Administration Bocard of
Webb County, by virtue of the Court Administration Act. Article

200 a-1, V.A.T.C.S., shall, at their regular or special called
meetinges, provide  for the passage and approval of local court
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rules. Local rules shall not be effective until approved by the
administrative Judge of the Fourth Administrative Judicial
Region and by the Supreme Court of Texas.

RULE 13.11 Adoption or Amendment by Local Administrative
Judge:

Any proposed change in the rules shall be submitted to the
local administrative judge for referral to the rules committee
ninety (90) days before the annual meeting of the counrcil of
Judges which will be held on the first Wednesday in December of
every year. :

RULE 13.12 Notice and Publication or Rules:

After the rules have teen approved, & copy of thece Tules
rrill be filed with the Webb County District Clerk. A copy cof
these rules may be reguecsted from the dicstrict clerk's office.

RULE 13.13 Interim Orders Affecting Local Practice:

Interim orders may from time to time be sdopted for all but
never fewer than all courts in the same geocgraphic territcry and
may govern local practices in court proceedings when the parties
have been given actual notice of any cuch corcderc ard subiect to
the limitations of Rule 12.14

RULE 13.14 Local Practices Not Published in These Ruleg:

Leccal practices not pubilieshed in these rules may rniot be
applied by sany court so as to worhk a dispcsition on the merits
of &any matter unlezs :zuch. disposition on the merite of the

mattér is ctherwice authorized at® the time by law, by provieions
of the Texas Rules of Civil Prpcedure or by these lccel rulec.



APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION AND DATED on this the 7th day

of February , 1990.

LORES, |
49th District Ccurt
Webb County, Texss

_—— YD Pt Ry, ST ga. - o S fiy

ELMA TERESA SALINAS ENDER, Judge
34ict District Court
Webb Ccunty, Texas
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LETTER OF CERTIFICATION

I, JOHN CORNYN, PRESIDING JﬁDGE OF THE FOURTH ADMINISTRATIVE
JUDICIAL REGION .OF TEXAS, on this the 1lst day of March, A.D.,
1990, do hereby certify that the above Rules were adopted by the
State District Judges of the 36th, 156th and the 343rd at a

Judges' meeting on the 12th of December, A.D., 1989.

JOHN CPRNYN, PRESIDING JUDGE
FOURTH ADMINISTRATIVE JUDICIAL
REGION OF TEXAS

ATTEST:  ,

LESLIE MURRAY
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
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36TH, 156TH AND 343RD DISTRICT COURTS

Composed of
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RULES OF COURT

36TH, 156TH AND 343RD DISTRICT COURTS

Comgoséd of

ARANSAS COUNTY, BEE COUNTY, LIVE OAK COUNTY

McMULLEN COUNTY, SAN PATRICIO COUNTY

Pursuant to the authorization of Rule 817 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure,
the following rules governing the practice in the District Courts of the 36th, 156th,
and 343rd Judicial Districts of Texas have been adopted. Nothing contained in these
rules shall be construed or interpreted as interfering with the rights of the Trial

2
Judge to make such orders, setting or .procedural directions as in his or her discretion
may be necessary and proper for the expedient and orderly dispatch of the business of
the Court.

The Clerk of the District Court of each.of ﬁhe counties composing the 36th,

156th, and 343rd Judicial Districts shall make available and mail to each attorney

practicing in such Court copies of these Rules.

1. FILING AND SETTING:' FOR TRIAL OF CASES

Rule 1.10 Time Standards for Case Disposition.

The 36th, 156th and 343r§‘Jqdicial Pistrict Courts of Aransas, Bee, Live Oak, N

: = - ~ et P el s . .- .-
& . g . . “ ¥

McMulien and San Patricio Counties, Texas, adopt tﬁe time stanéards for diségéi;
tion of cases as established by the Constitution, Statutes, or by Rules of the
Supreme Court, Rules of Judicial Administration, or by rules promulgated by the
Court of Criminal Appeals.

The Court may elect to vary from these‘ﬁime standards in complex cases or

special circumstances upon the motion of either party or upon the Court's own

motion.



Rule 1.1l Court Sessions.

The Courts sittiﬁg in the above mentioned counties shall be set according
to a schedule or calendar published. The Courts shall publish an.annual calendar
showing the weeks of jury trials, non-jury trials, holidays and other schedules and
events and any other matters that will facilitate the work of the Court. The Clerk
shall furnish a copy of the calendar to each attorney or litigant appearing in the

Court and shall make it available to other persons requesting it.

Rule 1,12, Filing and Assignment of Cases.

All cases filed in Civil Courts shall be assigned to a specific Court by
using the Remainder Theorem unless this system shall be supefseded in any County
where a computer becomes available for assignment of cases, or m;y be superseded by
order of the Judges.

All criminal cases filed in Aransas and San Patricio Countieé shall be
filed in the 36th District Court. All criminal cases filed in Bee, Live Oak and
McMullen Counties shall be filed in the 156th District Court. This procedure may

be superseded in any county where a computer becomes available for scheduling cases,

or where ordered by the Judges.

Rule 1.13 Transfer of Cases/Docket Exchange/Bench Exchange.

Tn each county’ of this Bisfrib&, cases assigned to a specific Court shall
remain pending in that Court until final disposition, provided that any case may be
transferred to another Court b}'Order of the Judge of the Court in which the case is
pending with the consent of the Judge of the Court to which the case is transferred.
Whenever any pending case is so related to another case pending in or disposed of
by another Court, that to transfer the case to such other Court would facilitate
opderly and efficient disposition of the litigation, the Judges may agree to have
such related cases "heard and transferred to the Court in which the earlier action

was filed.



Any Judge of the District Court serving this Judicial District may act for
any other Judge of the District Court serving these Judicial Districts in any case
where the unavailability of the Judge of the Court in which the case is assigned shall
work an injustice or hardship by undue deley, including, but not limited to; criminal
matters, habeas corpus matters, juvenile matters, temporary restraining orders, tempo-

rary injunction hearings, contempt matters and other emergency matters.

Rule 1.14 Request for Settings - Non-jury Cases.

Non-jury cases may be set for trial upon request to the Court Coordinator
for the Court in which the case is filed. Such request may be made by telephone, by
letter, by Motion to Set or in any other manner that may be appropriate. Notice of

such Motion or request shall be mailed to all other counsel in the case.

Rule 1.15 Request for Settings - Jury Cases.

Jury cases may be set by request from any party or upon the Court's own
Motion by a scheduling or Docket Control Conference hereafter described under Rule
3.18. Preferably such jury settings shall be made after consultation with all

attorneys of record in order that conflicts of appointments may be avoided and last

minute delays avoided.

Rule 1.16 Request for Preferential Setting;

& R . B N T . . .

Cases may be set for preferential setting by consent of theVJudge involved,

after showing good cause therefor.

Rule 1.17 Emergency and Special Meetings.

Whenever immediate action of a Judge is required in an emergency and the
Clerk's office is not open for business, the case shall, nevertheless, at the earliest
practical time be docketed and assigned to a Court as provided by these rules, and

all writs and process shall be returnable to that Court.



All applications fo; ex parte relief shall state whether or not within
the knowledge of applicant and his attorney the opposing party is represented by
counsel and if so the name of such counsel. The party requesting such temporary
relief shall be present in Court at the time such relief is requested unless the

Court waives this requirement for good cause shown.

‘Rule 1.18 Docket Calls and Announcements.

Each Judge shall call the number and style of the cases assigned for
that day at the commencement of proceedings, at which time the attorneys for each
»party shall indicate whether they are ready for trial and how long the trial of the
matter before the Court will take.

The purpose of Docket Call shall be to designate actual trial cases and

to assign a numerical order of trial. Readiness should be confirmed at Docket Call.

Rule 1.19 Resetting Cases.

Cases that have been continued, orAthat have not been reached may be reset
for the next trial date available. No cases shall be continued without a subsequent
trial setting being made. The resetting of cases may be handled by the Judge or by

his or her Court Coordinator.

Rule 1.20 Dismissal Docket: Involuntary Dismissal.

IE there aré hdvbroceedinésﬁoé écgi&}f}>EaAany.éase“dﬁring the pré&io;; 
six (6) montﬁs, the Cause may be subject to‘dismissal for want of prosecution in
accordance with Rule 165a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. The Clerk will
send notice of Intention to Dismiss such case td each of the attorneys in the case
and if after fifteen (15) days or such other‘time as may be prescribed by Rule 165a,
no request for trial is made, the Cause may be dismissed; subject however, to all

remedies allowed by law for reinstatement. -

Rule 1.2] Suspense Docket.

If a case has been stayed because it. has been abated for any réason, or



because a suggestion of bankruptcy proceedings involving the party thereto has been

received or for any other reason, the Cause shall not be dismissed but shall be sus-
pended until it can be determined whether the Court may proceed on it. The attorneys
shall be responsible for notifying the Court of any change in the status of such case

in order that it may be expeditiously heard or dismissed.

Rule 2.10 Information to Local Administrative Judge.

The District and County Clerks shall be responsible individually to each
and all the Judges and Local AdministrativeiJudge of the County for the accurate
collection and reporting of such information as may be prescribed in writing by
the Regional Presiding Judge. Each'Judge will have direct access to any such infor-
mation and/or data collected at all reasonable times, Monday through Friday during
work hours, and the Clerk shali produce all such and deliver same to any Judge on

request.

Rule 3.10 Presentment of Pre-Trial Pleas and Motions.

At any time after answers are filed or a request for trial setting has
been made, upon written request of any party or upon motion of any party or the
Judge, a Pre-Trial Hearing or Conference shall be set.

At sﬁch Pre-Trial Hearing or Conference all parties shall present their
exceptions,ﬁmotions and &ilatégy ;léa;,:inéidaiééiﬁgfidnéqin Limine for ruiiﬁé§>s."
by the Court. Failure to preseﬁt such exceptions, motions and pleas in a timely
manner shall cause them to be Qaived.

Counsel and any pro se parties will be expected at Pre-Trial to advise
the Court which issues will be disputed and will be expected to be familiar with
authorities applicable to questions of law thereby raised. Counsel and pro se
parties attending the Pre-Trial Conference shall be the person which is expected

to try the case or shall be familiar with the case and fully authorized to state



the parties' position on the law and facts, make stipulations and enter into settlement
negotiations. Should the Court find that counsel is not so qualified, it4may consider

that no counsel has appeared and may take action against the party involved.

Rule 3.11 Disposition Motions and Other Preliminary Matters.

Preliminary matters which require a hearing by the Court may be disposed
of either by hearing before the Court or upon written authorities as counsel may
forward to the Court, following which theACogrt may rule without hearing. .Any party
is entitled to a hearing so long as the samévis requested prior to the time that the
Court makes its ruling.

A Pre-Trial Conference may be held aﬁ the request of the Court or of the
parties to the case. If the Pre-Trial Conference is set at the request of attorneys
for the parties, it shall be held no later than ten (10) days prior to the date set
for trial, unless the Court, upon timely request, orders otherwise. (Pre-Trial
Conferences for criminal cases will be controlled by Chapter 28 of the Code of

Criminal Procedure).

Rule 3.12 Motions for Severance.

All motions to sever will be controlled by the provisions of Rules 4]
and 174, and such rules will be strictly construed. . No severance will be granted
'wifhout notice and an Sdpsftunié} Eof Leé;ihé'ﬁﬁJing;beénlﬁffofdéd to all paffie;}"'ﬁ
When a Motion to Sever.is sustained,  the severed claim shall be filed
as a new case in the same Court énd shall be given a new or suffix number or letter
by the Clerk in whose Court the case is pending. The original case from which the
claim is severed shall retain the original number given it by the Clerk of the
Court. Before the severed claim is filed as a new case, the Clerk's requirement

concerning deposit for costs shall be met.

Rule 3.13 Motions for Continuance.

No requests to pass, postpone or reset any conference or trial shall be



granted unless counsel for all parties have been notified and their clients have an
opportunity to appear. Any grounds for continuance of a trial setting shall be pre-
sented to the Court at least ten (10) days prior to the trial setting at the call of
the docket, or at Pre-Trial Conference, ifzany, whichever shall occur first or shall
be waived.

No motion for continuance of a trial setting, including joint or agreed
motions of all parties shall be granted without the Court's consent. The hearing
on any Motion for Continuance shall be attended by the client in each case, as well
as his attorney. All motions shall comply in civil cases with the Texas Rules of
Civil Procedure, and in criminal cases with Chapter 29 of the Texas Code of Criminal
Procedure. All motions for continuance must be signed by the party requesting the
same. Upon granting a Motion for Continuance, a scheduling conference shall
immediately be held and the Order granting such Motion for Continuance shall con-

tain an Order resetting the case for trial.

Rule 3.14 Motions for Default Judgment.

After the appearance date of the defendant in a case has passed, a
written request for entry of a Default Judgment‘may be made, and a form of judg-
ment presented, together with any affidavips as to unliquidated parts of such
claim. If:the parties desire -a ﬁeafingtfof~default.judgment,.the Cqurt Coordina-:
tor should be contacted for appropriate time for setting. If a claim is liquidated
and represented by documents filed, no hearing is necessary. For unliquidated
claims, affidavits or testimony may be made the basis for a judgment by the Court.

Rule 3.15 Motions for Summary Judgment.

Motions for Summary Judgment shall be heard and treated as any other
motions before the Court.
Unless specifically set otherwise, all pending motions for summary

judgment which have been on file and a copy of which has been delivered to the



opposite party or his counsel more than twenty-one (21) days prior to the date set for
final Pre-Trial Conference will be considered as set for hearing at the time of the

final Pre-Trial Conference just as if they were formally set by written order.

Rule 3.16 Motions for Treatment of Case as a Complex Case.

ﬁ The motion of a party pursuant to Rule 15 of the Supreme Court Rules of
Administration and Rule le of the Regional Rules of Judicial Administration must be
filed and the ruling obtained to declare that the case is classified as a complex
case, or that special circumstancés exist tha§ make it impossible to abide by the
prescribed time standards. The Court may at anytime, in the interest of justice,
determine that a case is complex or recognize circumstances which may classify it
as complex, and thereafter the Court will invoke such standards as if believes are

"

necessary to ...safeguard... the rights of litigants to the just proceséing of

their cases..."

Rule 3.17 Motions for Referral of Disputes or Alternative Dispute Resolution Procedures.

The Court may, on its own motion or the motion of any party, refer a pend-
ing dispute for resolution of an alternative dispute resolution procedure as pro-
vided for in Chapters 151, 152 or 154 of the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code.
Any party may, within ten (10) days after receiving notification of a referral, file
a written objection which ‘sets ‘forth a reasonable .basis for the party's objection to-

referral and the same shall be forthwith set by the Judge for hearing and rsolution.

Rule 3.18 Docket Control or Scﬁeduling Conference.

At any time after a case is filed, whether or not it has been classified
as a complex case, a scheduling conference or docket control conference may be
scheduled, ubon the Court's motion or upon request by any party. At any time such
conference is scheduled, the Court in which.the case is pending shall notify all

attorneys of record of the date and hour at which the attorneys are to appear.



Upon Court approval the scheduling conference for scheduling or docket control con-
ference may be held by telephone conference call. Any attorney requesting that the
scheduling conference be held by telephone shall be responsible for arranging the
conference call on the date and time scheduled by the Coﬁrt Coordinator.

The docket control or scheduling conference shall be conducted informally,
and shall be for the purpose of obtaining a date for trial to avoid conflicts in
attorneys schedules, determining the probable length of time required for a trial,
determining whether or not a jury will be required, fixing deadlines for joinder
of additional parties, completion of discovery, amendment of pleadings and filing
all proposed jury questions.

The Coordinator will prepare an order and the Court will sign the same
which recites any action taken or agreements réached at the scheduling conference,
and such order when entered, shall control the subsequent course of the aétion.

unless later modified by the Court.

Rule 3.!19 Pre-Trial Conferences.

A Pre-Trial Conference to determine the readiness of the parties for
trial, the status of the fact issues to be preéented in Court, stipulations of the
parties, and any settlement negotiations shall be scheduled in the docket control
or scheduling conference. The héaring.of .the Bre-Trial Conference may be by. ..

telephone conference call if requested by any attorney.

Rule 3.20 Compliance with Coﬂference Procedures.

a. All scheduling, conferences ana pre-trial conferences shall be
attended by the attorney in charge, or by a co-counsel who is familiar with the
rcase and fully authorized to state his party's position on the law and the facts,
to make agreements as to scheduling,‘to enter into stipulations, and to enter into
settlement negotiations. Attorneys for all parties shall be physically preéent

at the scheduling conference, unless arrangements have been made for such conference
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to bevheld by telephone.

b. Each attorney shall bring a calendar in order to arrange settings
which do not éonflict with any previous engagements of counsel. Under no circum-
stances may an attorney be represented at any scheduling conference or pre-trial
conference, whether held by telephone or otherwise, by any secrefary or non-lawyer
personnel.

c. When counsel for either party fails to appear at a pre—triél or
docket control conference after notice to appear, the Court may:

1. Rule on all motions and exceptions in the absence of
such counsel;

2. Declare any motions or exceptions of such absent party
waived;

3. Advance or delay the trial setting according to the

convenience of the counsel present;

4. Pass and re-set the hearing.

Rule 3.21 Non-Compliance with Conference Rules.

When any attorney in charge for either party, after notice and without
good cause, fails to appear for a docket control conference or fails to be avail-
aBle for teiephone doékE;AEonﬁ;glﬁcéngefezcé;hfﬁé'badrt may: '

1. Make all scheduling decisions and rule on all motioms,
--exceptions or other métteré‘inuthe absence of such counsel;
2. Declare any motions or exceptions of absent party
waived;
3. Advance or delay the trial setting or other such
scheduling matters, or declihe to set the casé for trial, or

cancel a setting previously made, according to the convenience

of counsel present;
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4. Pass and re-set the docket control conference, in
which case the party represented.shall be entitled to recover
his reasonable attorneyfs fees and expenses;
5. Consider the absence of the attorney in charge as a
contempt of Court, and punish counsel accordingly.
In situations where the Court determines that there is a suggestion of death,
or information concerning bankruptcy proceedings or reasons not to dismiss a case
for want or prosecution, or if it is necessary to abate the proceedings, the cause
may be held in suspense subject to later ;etting of the case for trial when it be-

comes appropriate.

Rule 3.22 Discovery Motions.

All counsel are expected to engage in good faith negotiations pursuant
to the discovery and deposition rules. of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. Requests
for hearings on motions for. discovery, or for protection, or to qaash interrogatories
or requests for sanctions shall be heard at any time, in any county in which the
Judge having jurisdiction of the case can hear the same.

The Court expects attorneys served with written interrogatories or requests

for admission to answer the same within the . time specified unless the time within

& N - - coa mg s PR . ) ..

which to answer has been extended by the Court or by agreement or reduced b&
agreement of the parties.

I1f good cause is not shown for failure to comply with the Texas Rules
of Civil Procedure on discovery, the defaufting party will suffer the conse-
quences provided by Rules 215a and 215b, including the payment of expenses and
attorneys fees. Where Motions to Compel answers are filed and a hearing set by
the Court, the Court may in its discretion, still assess expenses and attorneys

fees, even though answers are made prior to the hearing. An order assessing the
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expenses and attorneys fees will be entered by the Court and failure to comply with

the Order may result in additional sanctions as provided by the Rules.

N

Rule 3.23 Settlements.

All trial counsel are urged to make a bona fide effort to settle cases
before announcing ready for trial. The Coﬁrt will expect counsel before announcing
ready, to confer with his client and opposing counsel concerning settlement and to
recommend an offer which is in his professional opinion reasonable, unlessAin his
professional opinion the case is not such as to justify any offer whatsoever.

When an attorney settles or dismisses a case which is set for trial, he
shall give notice to the Court Coordinator as soon as possible and submit a written
dismissal or judgment forthwith,

The Court will reserve the right to require the presence of counsel and the
parties at the time for which trial was set if no documentary evidence of the settle-

ment has been received before the call of the docket.

Rule 3.24 Conflicting Engagements of Counsel.

When a Motion for Continuance is made on the basis that counsel already
has a trial setting in another court, such motion should state the number and style
of the case and the Court in which the attorney is scheduled and should state the
iength of time required for hé;r;ng éfft;iéiTV:Thé'COUrt‘will reservé the tféht'fd;
check that appearance of counsgl is necessafy at such other Courts.

At docket control orvscheduling conference, each attorney shall be respon-
sible for disclosing to the Court Coordinator or Judge any conflicting engagements
of counsel that may interfere with a trial setting. Tentative schedules in some
. other Court will not be grounds for granting a continuance. In the event the case
in the other Court is passed, continued or disposed of prior to or during the week

in which the case is set for trial in these Courts, the attorney shall immediately-

notify the Court and opposing counsel of such fact.
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The Judge shall make of record a note when the trial waé set, such record
to be either on a docket sheet or notice of setting. In case of such conflicting
settings, the Court whose date of setting is the earliest shall have preference,
and other Court shall yield to such prior setting; except that criminal cases in all
District Courts shall have priority over civil cases.

In the event any of the above policies works an undue hardship (e.g.,
where a subsequent setting involces multiple parties and counsel, or where witnésses
must appear from great distances or otﬁer éuch haraship), the Judge of the Court in
which the subsequent setting was made shail attempt to make personal contact with
the Judge of the Court of the prior setting and make satisfactory arrangements.for
a deviation from the policy herein announced.

Nothing herein shall prevent any Court making a subsequent setting from
insisting upon a trial in the event the case in the Court of the prior setting is

settled, passed or otherwise disposed of.

Rule 3.25 Witnesses/Exhibits.

Cases announced to be ready on the date of trial shall in all respects
be ready, with witnesses and other evidence available so that the trial may pro-
ceed without delay and/or interference. When out of county witnesses are to be

called, the burden shall be on the party using such witnesses to have them avail-

& ER

able. Insofar as is possible, cangglzfo£$£ﬁé:ﬁé££y éhéil bfé~mark‘for idéh;ifi;:
cation all items to be introduged into evidence and further éhall notify the
Court as to those items upon which counsel can agree may be admitted into evidence
without objection.

In any case where a witness does not speak English, the attorney pre-
senting such witness shall make provision for a properly qualified interpreter to
be present at the time of such witness's testimony. In criminal cases, if an

attorney desires to request a court-appointed interpreter for his client or

witness, request therefor shall be made at pre-trial hearing or earlier.

13



If a witness is not available as feqpired by this rule, and if the absence
of such witness does not require a continuance, the Court, in its discretion, may
require counsel to present the missing witness out of order, may require use of a
deposition in lieu of the witness, may submit the case to the jury without benefit
of the witness's testimony or may make any 6ther order which appears just to avoid
delay of the trial.

Rule 3.26 Jury Voir Dire/Venire.

In the counties of this District, jury questionnaire forms are in use.
A party may order a complete set from the Clerk in payment for the cost of reproduc-
tion. In many instances these are available at pre-trial, and in all instances
prior to jury selection. Counsel is expected not to repeat during voir dire
examination those matters set out in the jury questionnaire.

All juries will be selected on the first day of each jury trial week
beginning at the time posted. After jury selection, any case may be recessed to
a time certain during the trial week'or a subsequent week. Where more than one jury
is to be selected, counsel in all cases should be present at the entire voir dire
in order to refrain from repeating questions already asked of members of the jury

panel on voir dire of a previous case.

Rule 3.27 Jury Chargésﬂi'

A jury charge, with special questions and instructions that may be
reasonably anticipated should be prepared and submitted to the Court at pre-trial

hearing, or at least sevén (7) days in advance of trial, whichever is later.

Rule 4.10. Family Law Cases.

a. To expedite trials, it shall be the duty of each attorney to confer
prior to trial with each other attorney regarding settlement, stipulations, estimated

time of trial, waiver of jury, the extent, description, character and value of property

in question, amount of support, conservatorship, periods of possession and/or access
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rights, duties and powers of the conservators, and contested issues.

At any time after a divorce or other domestic relations matter shall have
been filed, it may be set upon motion of the parties or upon the court's own motion
after the minimum period required by law for such settings. If counsel for either
party is requesting a setting for trial, ﬁhe request shall be in writing and directed
to the Court Coordinator or the Clerk, with a copy to opposing counsel and any pro se
parties. Counsel shall consult with client and opposing counsel prior to trial time
and not request time at the beginning of trial for consultations.

b. In all cases requiring a division of property and/or liabilitiés, the
husband and wife shall each file with thé court or upon written mutual agreement
exchange between themselves, sworn inventories. Each inventory shall list the value
of each igem of property and shall list each liability, the number of periodic pay-
ments in arrears, if any, the property securing its payments, and the name of the
creditor. Any property or liability claimed to be separate shall be so characterized.

c. A Financial Information Sheet showing the income and expenses of each
party shall be furnished to ;he Court and Qpposing counsel not later than the commence-
ment of hearing or trial in which the payment of support or property rights will be an
issue.

d. Each attorney shaL}:squﬁp a proposed property division, including = .

& . e - R . .

property claimed or'recogni;ed as sebarate:property, to the Court and opposing counsel
not later than the commencement of trial.

I1f conservatorship of children is in dispute between the parties in a
domestic relatjons case, the attorneys shall make every effort to avoid a hostile
and rancarous parade of witnesses that will increase any bitterness remaining
between them. If such matters can be settled by joint managing convervatorships
or conciliatory measures which will be for the best interest of the child, these

are to be preferred, unless there are real grounds for the introduction of evidence
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of serious bodily or mental harm to the children.

‘With respect to child support, the same shall be governed by the provisions
of the Texas Family Code, as iﬁ presently éxiéts or as it may hereafter be amended,
unless the parties wish and agree to make some other arrangements.

Possession of the child by the possessory conservator shall likewise be
governed by the provisions of the Texas Family Code as presently constituted or as
hereafter amended. It 1is recommended that all alternatives which may be needed
during the minority of the child be placed in the one divorce decree so as to avoid
frequent trips to court.

Child support payments are to.be ordered withheld from the_obligor's
earnings. The name and address of the obligor's émployer must accompany any order
for withholding from income for child support.

At the conclusion of any trial on family law cases, the appropriate BVS
forms and information on child (suit affecting parent-child relationship forms) shall
be filled out and a decree prepared and presented to the Court forthwith.

With respect to family court cases other than divorce the Rules of Civil
Procedure shall be followed as in other civil cases. Nothing shall interfere with
the right of a Judge to recess a hearing, including juvenile hearings, at any stagé
of the procegeding where, the parties. are .agreeable or when in the opiqion of the
Judge presiding in the case, the best interest of the child and of society shall be

served.

Rule 5.10 Liquidated Monetary Claims.

A monetary claim represented by an instrument in writing or on open account
supported by documentary evidence shall be presented without necessity of hearing,
provided any affidavits with respect to attorney fees or other supporting documents
presented to the Court at the time of request for Judgment. Such requests may be

made accompanied by appropriate Judgment for the amount in controversy, pre-judgment
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interest, attorney fees, post-judgment interest and costs.

Rule 6.10 Felony and Misdemeanor Cases.

Misdemeanor cases shall be presented in County Court by filing information.

Felony cases and Misdemeanors in&olving official misconduct shall be pre-
sented by indictment in District Court unless the Defendant waives indictment in
writing and in that case the prosecution may be had by information.

In each county the Court will impanel Grand Juries on the first oppor-
tunity after the beginning of a term of Court. Such Grand Juries shall be scheduled
to appear for consideration of matters placed before it at regular times during
their term of office, and shall be governed in all other respects by the Texas Code
of Criminal Procedure.

After indictments are returned and the Clerk has issued precepts and such
have been served on the Defendants, a Docket Call shall be held at which each
Defendant is expected to appear with his attorney. If he has no attorney, he
should be prepared to fill out the form requesting an attorney. If he is found to
be indigent, an attorney will be appointed‘and the case set for trial by jury and
for an earlier pre-trial, non-jury , and for arraignment of the Defendant. For
the Criminal Pre-Trial the proceedings shall be governed by Article 28 of the

Texas Rules of Criminal Procedure.

& < s - : : L A T S . o N

The Pre-Trial shall dispose of all pending motions, pleas and matgers‘
which can be for pleas, motions in limine and other pleas necessary for presenta-
tion of the Defendant's case and shall be determined in advance of trial in order
that the ﬁafties may prepare for trial. The trial shall be by jury on the date
appointed and shall likewise be governed by the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure
relating to criminal jury trials.

If court-appointed attorneys are necesséry in any criminal case and if

the Defendant has filled out the appropriate form showing his resources, income
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and expenses, The Court will determine whether or not he is indeed indigent and if
so select a lawyer from among the roster of lawyers for that County to represent him
or her. 1f a Defendant is free on bond, the name and address of that attorney will
be furnished to him and he should be made aware of the date of his trial and of his
pre-trial and admonished to seek the advice of his attorney. 1If the Defendant is
confined in jail, notice should be sent or delivered to his or her attorney, if
present, and allow the attorney to intervené in jail.

At the conclusion of the trial, the attorney should present an itemized
schedule of the time spent in Court on such repreéentation and the reasonable time
spent out of Court conferring with the client or preparing the trial, supported by
time slips or other evidence for the time spent so that the attorney's fees may be
made a part of the Court costs. The Judge hearing the case shall compile the time
and consider the qualifications set forth in Article 24.04 of the Texas Code of
Crimiﬁal Procedure in assigning a value to the services of that attorney for that
case. Failure to present such itemized schedule of time spent on the case within

three days (72 hours) may constitute a waiver of such attorney fees.

Rule 7.10 Jury Management.

The Trial Judges in each County of the District shall adopt a jury plan
governing the seléction,'manégemént,¥assignmgnt and. time,K of jury service, whether .
out of the.jury wheel or by computer.

Where appropriate, é'Judge designated by the Local Administrative Judge,
may preside over the qualifications of petit jurors and the assignment of jury
panels to the several weeks in any one county where the same appears appropriate.

When jury panels are selected and notice of the time to report for hearing
is mailed to them at the same time a juror informatioq card shall be forwarded to
them, such jury information form shall be of uqiform design and shall be adopted and
used to obtain basic information about the background of jurors on the generai

venire. Each juror shall be prepared to bring the same to Court and have the same
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used by the attorneys in selection.
Qualifications of jurors as for Grand Jurors shall be according to the
Texas Civil Practice Code or according to the Texas Code of Criminal Procédure.
During all weeks in which criminal cases are set, juries will be summoned
for 10:00 A.M. on Monday or at other appropriate tiﬁes, as ordered by the Judge,
and will be subject to assignment during the. ensuing week, unlessvcarried over on

Order of the Judge.

Rule 8.10 Judicial Vacation.

Judicial vacations and education events will be scheduled in advance, by
each Judge, subject to any changed conditions, and notice thereof is to be included
in the calendar prepared for all the Courts in all Counties and distributed to the

District Clerks of each County.

Rule 9.10 Non-Judicial Personnel.

The Local Administrative Judge of the County shall supervise the Court
Administrator Program and shall be respon;ible for all administrative matters
peculiar to the Courts (as distinguished from judicial matters). The Local Adminis-
trative Judge shall periodically reveal éase flow procedures and operations of Court
Administration program and shall recommend necessary changes to the Judges of the
District Ceurts and €ounty Jddgeé.' T ehe A L .

Each Judge shall control the employees of his or her Court, including
those who render services direétly or indirectly to each Court, including, but not
limited to: Official Court Reporters, additional Official Court Reporters, Court
Administrators, Court Coordinatoré, staff, if any, of Court Administrators, assign-
ment clerks, central jury bailiffs and staff, Grand Jury Bailiffs and others so
employed and hired. The qualificatiohs fori these pésitions shall be those set
forth in the pertinent statutes, in the approved job descriptions or in official

joint Court Orders. Each Judge shall be responsible for seeing that his or her
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non-judicial personnel are prompt and well qualified in their duties. Non-judicial
personnel should observe the standards of decorum and conduct set forth in the Code

of Judicial Conduct.

Rule 10.10 Attorneys - Attorney Vacations.

In civil cases not specially set, an attorney may not be put to trial for
a period not to exceed four (4) consecutive wéeks of a given year if he has in writing
filed with the appropriate Clerk of the County of his residence, with a copy to the
appropriate Clerk in the other County thatvhe has pending cases, at least ninety (90)
days in advance, notice of his vacation period. At his discretion a Judge may recog-

nize another time for the designated vacation period.

Rule 10.11 Appearance of Counsel, etc.

Each party shall designate upén fiiing of each case and each party at the
time of answering or appearing therein shall‘designate one attorney as Lead Counsel
for each such party. Lead Counsel shall be respoﬁsible for all Docket Calls, all
other proceedings and the trial of the case. When a litigant is represented by a
firm of lawyers or more than one lawyer, one counsel must be designated on the
pleadings and on the requests for settings and all other documents filed as Leading
Counsel or, Counsel in Charge. Should Counsel fail or refuse to indicate whé such
counsel i;-on the.pléédiﬁgs,-éhe;Aig sh;llfﬁﬁf:bé;grounds for contimuance or” the
passing of.the case that such_Counsel is sick or out of the city or otherwise en-
gaged. By "Leading Counsel” or "Counsel in Charge'" is meant the Counsel who is
expected to take the lead for that litiganf in the trial of the case.

If the same attorney is called to trial simultaneously in different Courts,
then the case on which the earlier setting was made shall take preference over the
case having the later setting, except at the discretion of the Court. All applica-
tions for continuance or postponement of trial or pre-trial hearing because Counsel

has another setting in a different Court must show the date the setting was made in
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the other Court.

The fact that such Lead Counsel or counsel is engaged in matters pertaining
to any other case shall be grounds for no more than one motion fdr continuance.

In criminal cases all Defendants énd their attorneys must be personally
present in Court during arraignment or pre-trial hearings. Attorneys.are required to
notify the Office of the Judge and bf the Clerk that they are employed in the case in
writing. If such retainer notice is not given to the Clerk prior to the dates of
hearing, pré—trial hearing, arraignment or trial, the Court may make an appointment
from among the attorneys available to the Court for appointment and the client may
be required to pay for suéh services and substitution of retained counsel who failed
to notify the Court of retention may only be permitted by leave of the Court.

In civil cases, each party shall appear for hearings on any motions and
pre—-trial business. In particular are.héarings of motions for continuance, the party
and his attorney shall appear and all such motions shall be signed by the party where

applicable.

Rule 10.12 Attorney Withdrawal.

In civil cases no attorney of record shall bé permitted to withdraw from any
case without presenting a motion and obtaining from the Court an Order granting Leave
to Withdraw. Such motion shall be accompanied by the client's written consent to such
Qithdfawalf or a cergifigéte.g& ;net%eé Hadyé¥wfhéz.hé has been employed tbz;épfeééét the *
client in the case, or a coﬁy of such motion shall be mailed to the client at his last
known address, with a letter advising that the motion will be presented to the Court
onAor after a certain hour, not less than ten (10) days after mailing the letter and
that any objection to such withdrawal should be made to the Court in writing before
such time and a copy of such letter shall be attached to the Motion. A copy of the
Motion shall be delivered or mailed to opposing'counsel. Such leave may be denied

where the Motion is presented so near the trial date as to require delay of the trial.
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If leave is granted the Clerk shall notify the party of such action and advise the

' party of any trial settings and that he may secure other counsel.

Rule 10.13 Conduct/Decorum of Counsel.

Each day the Court is engaged in hearing a matter, the Court shall be
opened by the Bailiff directing all Court officials and spectators to their seats.

The Bailiff shall see that the flag of the United States and the flag of
the State of Texas are properly and prominently displayed at some convenient place
in the courtroom.

All officers of the Court, except the Judge and juroré, and all other
participants, except witnesses who have been placed under thebRule, shall promptly
enter the courtroom before the scheduled gime for each Court session. When the
Bailiff calls the Court to order the following order shall be observed.

In the courtroom there shall be: -

(a) No tobacco used;’

(b) No chewing gum used by a witness or by any attorney while

'interrogating a witness .or addressing the Judge or jury;

(c) No reading of hewspapers;

(d) No bottles, cups, or beverage containers except water

pitchers and cups or as otherwise permitted by the Judge;

& ‘o

(e) No edibles;

B L T, Ca .

_(f) No propping of feet on tables or chairs;

(g) No noise or talking which interferes with the court progedure.

The Judge, the attorneys, and other officers of the Court will refer to and
address other Court officers and other participants in the proceedings respectfully
and impersonally, as by using appropriate titles and surnames rather than first names.

The oath will be administered in a manner calculated to impress the witness

with the importance and solemnity of the promise to adhere to the truth.
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All officers of the Court shall dress appropriately for court sessions.

Attorneys should observe the letter and spirit of all canons of ethics
including those dealing with discussion of cases with representatiQes of the media
and.those concerning improper ex parte cdmmunications with the Judge.

Attorneys should advise their clients and witnesses of the local Rules of
Decorum that may be applicable.

All objections, arguments, and other comments by counsel shall be directed
to the Judge or jury and not to opposingvcounsel.

While another attorney is addressing the Judge or jury, an attorney should
not stand for any purpose except to claim the right to interrupt the attorney who is
speaking.

Attorneys should nog approach the bench without leave of the Court and must
never lean on the bench.

Attorneys shall remain seated at the counsel tables at all times except:

(a) when the Judge enters.and leaves;

(b) when addressing the Judge or jury; and,

(c) whenever it may be proper to handle documents, exhibits, or other

evidence. ( Leave of Courtvis not required.)

Attorneys should anticipate any need to move furniture, appliances, or
easels; and should:ﬁaké ad;gncz éfiaﬁéeméﬁﬁétwith'the‘bailiff. Tables should ndgwhe'
moved during court sessions.

Formal Opening ofibourt. Immediately before the scheduled time for the
beginning of court sessions, the Bailiff shall direct all Court officers and spectators
to their seats and shall bring Order. As the Judge enters the Courtroom, the Bailiff
shall state, "EVeryone please rise." While everyone is still standing he shall make

an appropriate announcement such as, "The Court is now in session, the
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Honorable » Judge Presiding." If the Judge does not seat the persons

assembled, the Bailiff will then say, '""Be seated please."

Formal Closing. At the end of the trial day the Court shall tell the jury,

if there is a jury, or otherwise will announce to the officers of the Court: "This
Court will be in recess until tomorrow morning at o'élock", at which time the
Court Bailiff shall state, "The ___ Court of ' County, Texas, will stand in
recess until (date) at o'cloék A.M."

Rule 1]l ©Local Administration.

Election of the Administrative Judge:

(a) Subject to Section 74.091 of the Texas Government Code, a majority of
the Judges of the County will prescribe the term of office of the Administrative Judge.

The local Administrative Judge will have duties and the responsibility for
attending to emergeﬁcy and special matters of the District Courts pursuant to Rules of
Judicial Administratiqn.

(b) MENTAL HEALTH/DRUG/ALCOHOLIC COMMITMENT AND PRISONERS WITHOUT CHARGES.
Subjecﬁ to modification and without waiving their respective jurisdiction, the Judges
shall assume responsibility in emergency and special matters pursuant to Rule 10d
of the Rules of Judicial Administration.

Rule 12.11 Powers and Duties of Local Administrative Judge.

& - -

The Local AdﬁiAistrativé.JJdg; Sﬁ;iiw%éé’£ﬁaf ‘each Court hds theAaégiéféacé
of any other Judges who may be available for assignment and that the conduct of
business is efficiently and fairly distributed to each person having jurisdiction.

The Local Administrative Judge shall call meetings of the District Judges
of the Districts at least once each month, the first Friday of each month and addi-
tionally as needed. The Local Administratiye Judge of a County shall preside over
such meetings, and in his orvher absence a temporary position as such Administrative

Judge shall be con&ucted by another Judge present.
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The Judges of the District Courts may meet with the County Courts or any other
persons responsible for the efficient administfation of justice and make rules aﬁd orders
relative to:

~(a) Docket management of the local courts;

(b) Regﬁlar meetings to addréss the matters set forth in the above rules;

(c) Judicial budget matters;

(d) Adult and juvenile probation matters;

(e) County Auditor matters;

(f) County purchasing matters;

(g) Meeting and relationships with other governmental bodies, the public,

and the news media;

(h) Such other matters necessary to provide for the orderly, prompt,

efficient, and effective administration of justice in the county;

(i) Court reporters and pimely preparation of records; and

(j) Dismissals for want of prosecution pursuant to the law applicable

thereto.

Court Business, Inherent Powers and Authority. Pursuant to the Supreme

Court rules of Judicial Administration and Rule 3a of the Texas Rules of Civil

Procedure the Judges will, as necessary, from time to time make rules pursuant to

. & . - s -.~=‘“,,_,.__‘_,A_.-”‘_',. o .
Rule 9b, Supreme Court Rules of Judicial Administration.

Rule 13.00 Miscellaneous Local Rules.

Rule 13.01 Attorneys ad Litem.

Any Judge may appoint Attorneys ad Litem upon request by a party or on
the Court's own motion. The request may not be made by any person interested in
being appointed. Unless there is a showing of good cause, such appointments must be
made at least one(l) day before the‘Court takes any action on the merits of the case.

Rule 13.05 Alternate Dispute Resolutions.

Whenever a case is referred to alternative dispute resolution (ADR), the

25



offices of the Alternate Dispute Resolution Institute of Corpus Christi may be eﬁployed,
or arbitrators may be appointed by the Court as the parties shall agree.

For arbitration hearings each party shall have no more than one (1) hour in
which to present its case. wﬁere there are more than two parties involved in a case
the arbitrator shall have discretion to shorten the time limit to any party so that the
entire proceeding does not exceed three (3) hours. The arbitrator shall have the dis-
cretion to determine which parties have advérse'interest so as to equalize the presen-
tation and time limits. If all parties and theAarbitrator agree, time limits may be
lengthened.

Parties may present evidence through witnesses, documents, visual aids,
video tapes, interrogatories, admissions, portions of t&ped or video-taped deposi-
tions, summaries by counsel of expéctéd testimony of non-present witnesses, or by
any combination of the above methods. Counsél, as officers of the Court, are en-
couraged to summarize testimony of witnesses and to summarize evidence in general.
Representations of facts by counsel should,‘if possible, be supported by reference
to available evidence, or by professional répresentation that the counsel has spoken
with the witness and is repeating in substance that which the witness stated.

The arbitrator shall have the discretion to decide what methods of presen—.

tation are unacceptable. The intent of the rules is to liberally allow any method of

preseﬁtatio; chosen b;la:éarty—th;t-i; héf:&ﬂféif'é;a that does not fnvolve.ﬁigfépge;
sentation.

The arbitrator shall-be authorized to make feasonable rules for the fair
and efficié;tvconduct of tﬂe ﬁearing in addition to these rules. No transcription or
recording shall be made of the proceedings. Testimony need not be given under oath or
affirmation.

The decision of such arbitration hearing is not conclusive on either party

and may not be used as an admission by either party in case the case reaches trial.
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Rule 13.10.

All orders and jﬁdgments must bg §ubmitted to the Court for entry within
seven (7) days from the date of the hearing or decision by the Court. All judgments
and/or orders in uncontested matters (exclgding cases which are settled on the day of
trial) must be presented at the time of hearing on such uncontested matters.

All final judgments which are né; approved by all counsel or opposing parties
who appeared before the Court shall be forwarded to the Court, a copy shall be mailed
to all opposing counsel or unrepresented parties by the party preparing the judgment;
said judgment shall be held in the Judge's chambers for five (5) to ten (10) days, and
if no objection to the Judgment is filed,,it>will then be signed by the Court without a
hearing on entry of judgment. Any objections to the judgment must include a form of
order setting a hearing on the objection.

Photography or Recording in the Courtroom.

The use in the courtroom of cameras, tape recorders or recording devices of
any kind, except by the Court Reporter, will not be permitted.
CONCLUSION
Nothing herein provided shall be construed to modify or supersede any provi-
sion of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, the

Rules of the State Bar of Tegas,_or any statute of Texas, nor do the foreg01ng rules

& < i - ) B . Ca

apply to the manner of obtaining extraordlnary relief that may not be practlcably

[3

handled in accordance with these rules.

SIGNED AND ORDERED PROMULGATED on this ZQ day of M A.D., 1989.

Judge, 156th Distric?® Court

iz 7.

Judge, %&3rd "District Court

/Lt«j\’ LA C{//é// L) oo ////»

Judge, 36th Dlstri?% cO§ZZ
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STATE OF TEXAS

OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATION
1414 COLORADO STREET, SUITE 602
Post Office'Box 12066

C. Raymond Judice .
> . . Austin, Texas 78711-2066
Administrative Director 5192/463-1625

March 26, 1990

Jim Hutcheson
General Counsel

Honorable Manuel R. Flores
Judge, 49th District Court
Post Office Box 6655
Laredo, Texas 78042

RE: The Local Rules of the Courts of Webb County (49th, 11th, and 841st District Courts
and County Court at Law of Webb Courty), dated February 7, 1990.

Dear Judge Flores:

Enclosed is a co;}y of the order of the Supreme Court dated March 21, 1990, approving
the above-referenced rules, and a copy of those rules.

Enclosure

cc:  Clerk, Supreme Court of Texas
State Law Library
Mr. Luke Soules, Chairman,
Standing Advisory Commitee

office/flores.lel



