
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Misc. Docket No. 90-002i

APPROVAL OF LOCAL RULES OF COURT
OF TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS

ORDERED:

Pursuant to Rule 3a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, the Supreme Court approves
the following local rules, which have been previously approved by the presiding judge of the
appropriate administrative judicial region and submitted to this Court:

Local Rules of Court of Tarrant County Courts, dated October 2, 1990

The approval of these rules is temporary, pending further orders of the Court.
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SIGNED AND ENTERED this RA day of November, 1990.

Franklin S. Spears, Justice
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. a6^
MICHAEL D. SCHATTMAN

DISTRICT iJUDGE

348TNJUDICiAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS

TARRANT COUNTY COURT HOUSE

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76196-0281

(817) 877-2715

October 3, 1990

Hon. Tom Phillips, Chief Justice
Supreme Court of Texas

P.O. Box 12248 Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear'Chief Justice Phillips:

Re: Local Rules

Tarrant County, Texas

On behalf of the judges of Tarrant County I submit to you
for the Court's approval the Local Rules of Court of Tarrant
County, Texas adopted October 2, 1990.

A request has been made to the Presiding Judge of the 8th
Administrative Judicial Region for his certificate under
Rule 3a(1), Tex. R. Civ. P. In compliance with paragraph
(3) of Rule 3a, these rules have been published in the
consolidated Court Docket of Tarrant County for November
1990 which is mailed by the District Clerk to the bar and
posted and available in the clerk's office.

This completes a lengthy drafting process. First a
committee of twelve lawyers and four judges prepared a draft
for submission for the local civil court judges. The judges
revised that draft and published a proposed set of rules
with the July 1990 docket for written comment and a public
hearing. Following the reception of comment and the public
hearing, the trial judges met two more times revising the
draft before the adoption of the rules on October 2nd.



For the convenience of the Court, I am enclosing ten
additional copies, so that each justice may be provided one
and that copies be available for the Clerk and the Office of
Court Administration if you so require it.

Rules governing criminal and family law local practices will
be forwarded once adopted by the judges of these courts.

If any further information is needed to obtain the Supreme
Court's approval of these rules, I shall be most happy to
supply it.

MDS/js

xc: Hon. Jeff Walker, Presiding Judge
.Eighth Administrative Judicial Region
Civil District Judges, Tarrant County
County Court at Law Judges, Tarrant County



MICHAEL D. SCHATTMAN
DISTRIcT JUDGE

348Tw JuoicIAL DISTRICT OR TEXAS

TARRANT COUNTYCOURT HOUs[

FORT WORTH. TEXAS 76196-028I

(817) 877-2715

October 3, 1990

Hon. Jeff
Eighth Ad

alker, Presiding Judge
inistrative Judicial Region

Re: Local Rules,
Tarrant County, Texas

Dear Judge Walker:

Enclosed is a true copy of the Local Rules adopted on
October 2, 1990, for Tarrant County..

Would you please examine them and, if they meet with your
approval, certify to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
that these rules do not contravene the rules of the
Administrative Judicial Region?

Thank you.

Michael D,C Schattman

MDS/js

xc: ''Hon. Tom Phillips, Chief Justice
Civil District Judges, Tarrant County
County Court at Law Judges, Tarrant County



Local Qutes of Court

Tarrant County, Teas

(Adopted October 2, 1990)



Tarrant County Local 2Z ,ufes

Part 1. GenenaC 2^ules

Rule 1.01: Titio, Scope, Authority and, Application of Local Rules

(a) These rules are the Local Rules of Court of Tarrant County, Texas.

They shall govern proceedings in the District Courts and Statutory County Courts of

Tarrant: County, Texas, for the purpose of securing uniformity and fairness in those

proceedings and In order to promote justice.

(b) These rules are adopted by the trial judges of the district and county

courts acting in Council pursuant to the Inherent power of courts to control and. guide

the trial and disposition of causes, and pursuant to the provisions of the Supreme

Court's order of February 4, 1987, as amended, adopting Rules of Judicial Administra-

tiort and to the provisions of the Court Administration Act; Sec. 74.093, Government

Code;. as amended.

(c) These rules arestanding orders of all District and Statutory County

Courts of this county, now existing or as may be created hereafter. Knowing or

intentional violation of these rules may be punished by contempt or other sanction

authorized by law or by rules of procedure as the trial judge may deem appropriate.

Rule 1.02: PartieS. Proceeding Pro- Se

Any natural person proceeding on his own behalf without an attorney shall be

expected to read and follow these Local Rules and the Rules of Civii Procedure,. the

Rules of Civil Evidence, the Ruies of Criminal Evidence, the Code. of Criminal



Procedure, and the Rules of Appeilate Procedure as may be appropriate in the

paticular case. Failure to comply may be sanctioned, fined or punished as In other

coes. Pro se parties shall be responsible for providing the Clerk with current- ad-

dresses and telephone numbers.

aul# 1.03: A9sIgnntent, of Causes and Transfers

(a) Except as provided elsewhere in this Rule, cases will be filed by random

seiection in courts designated for the subject matter of the litigation.

(b) All juvenile matters shall be assigned to the court or courts designated to

hear juvenile matters under Sec. 51.04, Family Code.

(c) Ali delinquent tax suits shall be assigned to the court. designated by the

Local Administrative Judge.

(d) Everysuit or proceeding in the nature of a bill of review or otherwise,

seeking to attack, avoid or set aside any judgment, order or decree shall be filed in

and assigned to the Court in which such judgment, order or decree was rendered.

(9) Every ancillary garnishment shall be assigned to the Court in which the

suit is- pending to which the. garnishment is. ancillary. Garnishments after judgment

shall be assigned to the Court which rendered the Judgment on which the garnishment

Is based.

(f) Cases may be transferred between District Courts and Statutory County

Courts, subject to the jurisdictional limitations of the- court to which they are trans-

ferred. Motions to transfer and to consolidate shall be filed- In the earliest filed case.



In suits under the Family Code where a Court Is the court of continuing jurisdiction or

court with mandatory or exclusive jurisdiction, such motions will be filed In that Court.

Ruler 1.04. Jury and Non-Jury Weeks

(a) Jury and non-jury weeks for aii' of the trial courts for any calendar year

ghail be designated by order not later than the second Friday in October of the

preceding, calendar year.

(b) Non-jury matters may be set and tried in jury weeks subject to the jury

docket. With the concurrence of the Local Administrative Judge, any one case

requiring a particularly large jury panel may be spedaiiy-set by the court in a non-jury

week and a spedai venire summoned for that ease alone.

Rule 1.05: Bankruptcy

(a) Notice of Fliing

(1) Whenever any party to iitigation In these courts files for protection

under the bankruptcy laws of the United States, it shall be the

responsibility of that party's counsel in these courts: (i) to prompt-

ly notify the affected court(s) by Immediately telephoning the Court

Coordinator and (ii) within three days of any bankruptcy filing, to

provide written notice to the affected court(s) and all counsel that

a bankruptcy filing has occurred giving the name and location of

the bankruptcy court, the bankruptcy cause number and styie, the



date of filing and the name and address of counsel for the bank-

rupt.

(2) Compliance with this rule will enable the Courts to pass over

cases affected by bankruptcy and to try other cases on the. dock-

et.

(3) Failure to comply with this rule may be punished by sanctioning

counsel and, In appropriate cases, the party once the bankruptcy

is conciuded:

(b) Conclusion of Bankruptcy

Once a bankruptcy has been conduded, whether by discharge, denial of

discharge, dismissal or otherwise, counsel shall promptly notify the Court Coordinator

srt that the affected cases may be re5tor®d to the: active docket or be dismissed as

may be. appropriate:

Rule 1.06: Flling Papers

(a) All pleadings, motions, notices, and any other paper, document or thing

mada a part of the record- In any civil, famity law or criminal case shall be, filed with the

Cierk.

(b) All briefs, proposed orders and judgments shall be presented to the

Court Coordinator.

(c) On dates on which county offices will be- ciosed- other than weekends

and holidays, the Cierks will designate a(ooMon within the courthouse complex where

papers may be fiied.



puleg 1.07 through 1.09 - Reserved

Rule 1.10: Resolutlon of Conflicting Settings

(a) Where an attorney haS settings In two or more courts which conflict

preference shall be as follows:

(1) Triais on the merits In any court take precedence over hearings,

motions and other temporary matters in any other court;

(2) All proceedings in any court take precedence over depositions and

other out of court discovery activities; and

(3) All other conflicts In trial settings shall be resolved as provided in

the Rules of the Eighth Administrative Judicial Region, Rule 10.

(see Appendix)

(b) For the purposes of this ruie, settings in the District Courts or Bankruptcy.

Courts of the United States or In the general jurisdiction trial court of any sister State

will be treated as settings in a district court of Tarrant County.

(c) Any attorney having. a previously scheduled oral argument in any

appellate court shall be given a reasonable time to travel to and from that court and

make argument provided the attorney advises the trial judge of the scheduied; argu-

ment before the commencement of trial.

Rule 1.11: VBcations of Attorneys

If a case Is set for trial by the- Court on a date for which an attorney has

planned a vacation, the attorney will notify the Court as soon as the notice of trial



setting is received and the case will be. reset for a different time. If plans for a

vacation are made by an attorney after s trial setting notice has been received, the

attorney will Immediately notify the Court and other parties with a request that the

case be reset for a different time. The Court will rule on such request after giving all

pgtties to the lawsuit an opportunity to feOpond to the request.

RuIA 1.12: Judiciai Absences

Whenever a judge anticipates an absence of more than five court days due to

vacation, itlness, national service, attendance at legal education courses, attendance

at the meetings of judiciai or bar committees, or otherwise, then that judge shall so

inform the Presiding Judge of the Eighth Administrative Judicial Region so that another

judgu may be assigned to the court.

auies 1.13 tO 1.98 - Reserved

Rule 1.99: Repeal and Effective Date

(a) All prior local rules are repealed as of the effective date of these rules.

(b) These rules are effective January 1, 1991, or at such later date as they

may be approved by the Supreme Court. They shall govem all proceedings occurring

on or after their effective date.



Part z.

RulAS 2.01 to 2.99 - Re.aerved

Part 3. Ayfes_ for 2)istiosition of CiviC Cases

Rule 3.01: Disposition of Civil CBses

(a) On Its own motion or by agreement of the parties, the Court will refer a

case for resolution by an aitemate dispute resolution procedure under Chapter 154,

Civil Practice and Remedies Code. Any party may move for such referral if agree-

ment cannot be reached. -

(b) Pre-triai hearings or orders will not be required In every case, but upon

request of any party or on its own motion the Court may set a hearing under Rule

166, Texas Rules of Civil Pnocedure, to consider such matters as might aid In the

disposition of the action.

(c) Cases will be set for trial by the Court upon written request and repre-

sentation of any party that the case will be ready for trial. The request may ask for a

setting on a specific trial week, but not sooner than 75 days from the date of the

request. Other parties will file a written response to the request within 7 days after

receipt stating any objection to the request for setting. Unless the Court determines



that the case is not ready for trial, the case will be set for trial on the date requested

or the nearest date that the docket of the Court will permit The parties will be notified

In Writing of the date that the case is set for trial and any party having any known

objection to the setting should Inform the Court of the objection within 7 days after

receiving the notice.

(d) If a request for setting of any case has not been received by the Court

within nine months of the date of filing of the case, the Court may set the case for trial

on g date at least 12 months after the date of filing of the case and notify the parties

of the setting. Upon receipt of the notice any party should Immediately notify the

Cdurt In writing If they believe that the ca$e Is not ready for trial or If they want to

suggest aitemathre trial dates.

(e) An objection to a trisi setting under paragraphs (c) and (d) of this rule is

Ineffective unless the objecting party requests a hearing on the objection.

(f) Cases to be tried prior to January 1, 1991 will continue to be set in

accordance with the Rules of Practice effective November 1, 1979. Cases tried after

January 1, 1991 will be set for trial In accordance with these rules so that requests for

settings for dates after January 1, 1991 can be made any time after the adoption of

these rules.

Rule 3.02: Motion for Continuance

A trial date cannot be postponed or changed without the consent of the Court.

Except as hereinafter provided, any motion for continuance will be filed no later than

the Wednesday preceding the trial date and wiii be heard by the Court in the



courtroom at 2:00 p.m. on the Thursday preceding the trial date. Any motion for

continuance based upon facts which occur on or after the Wednesday preceding the

trial date will be filed as soon as possibie and will be heard at a time to be set by the

Court.

Rule 3.03: Trial Procedure

(a) Any party filing special exceptions, pleas in abatement or other dilatory

pleas shall request and obtain a hearing on them at least 30 days prior to the trial

date or as soon as possible after the pleading Is filed if the pleading Is filed within 30

days of the trial date. Any such matters not heard are waived.

(b) Beginning at 2:00 p.m. on the Thursday before the triai date parties will

be notifled by the Court to report for trial during the trial week and parties need- not

appear until called. However, all parties and their attomeys are expected to be

available for trial upon short notice during the week that the case has been set for

trial. Any case not reached during the week that it Is set for trial will be reset by the

Court after consultation with the parties.

(c) At the time the parties report for trial they will deliver to the Court and the

other parties a witness list, exhibit IiSt, any motion in limine and any requested

insbvctions and questions if a jury trial and proposed findings of fact and conclusions

of law if a non-jury trial. Any witnesses or exhibits not shown on such list can be used

at the trial only upon leave of the Court. Prior to commencement of trial all exhibits

will be marked, exchanged and examined by counsel so that the trial will not be

delayed by such examination.



(d) Counsel intending to offer videotaped depositions or other films at trial,

except those offered solely for impeachment, must make such tapes and films

available to opposing counsel sufftciendy,.=in advance of trial so that a hearing on any

objections can be held before commencement of trial. Any tapes or films not so

tendered will not be permitted Into evidence at the trial. All parties must timely

examine any tendered tapes or films and request a hearing immediateiy if there are

objections 'to the admissibility of any part of the tapes or films. Any objections not

hegtd prior to trial will be waived.

pule 3.04: Settlement Prove-Ups and Default Judgment Hearings

Requests for hearing to approve setttements In cases invonring minors and

default judgments, where the amount is uniiquidated, shall be made to the Court

Coordinator who will schedule the same for hearing.

Rule 3.05: Stipulations and Admiasion9

It Is the responsibility of each attorney practicing before the Courts of Tarrant

County, Texas, to stipulate to all facta which are not in dispute and to waive formal

proof as to any documents to be Introduced about which there is no dispute as to

authenticity.



ilule 3.08: Motion Practice

.(a) Parties are directed to use all reasonable means to resolve pre-trial

disputes to avoid the necessity of judicial Intervention.

No motions, objections or special exceptions will be set for hearing

unies9 the moving party shall have certified In such motion or in a letter substantiaiiy

the foilowing:

"A conference was held on (date) with (name of

attorney for opposing party) on the merits of this motion.

Agreement could not be reached. Therefore it is presented

to the Court for determination."

or

"A conference was not held with (name of opposing

attorney) on the merft of this motion because (explanation

of Inability to confer)."

(c) Court Coordinators are responsible for scheduling the dates and times

for hearings. Upon receiving the date and time of hearing, the moving party shall

Immediately notify all other parties in writing as to the date, time and subject matter of

the hearing. A copy of this communication shaii be provided to the Court Coordinator.

(d) On request of a party and with consent of the Judge, a matter not

requiring a record by the Court Reporter may be conducted by telephone. The

moving party shall be responsible for advising opposing parties of the 'method and '

time of hearing and shall be responsibie for arranging the conference call.



(e) By agreement, parties may submit matters for ruling by the Judge

without a personal appearance and oral presentation. The Judge should be advised in

wtiting when such procedure is desired.

aulAS 3.07 to 3.10 -- Reserved

Ruie 3.11: Deposition GuidelinAs

(a) in an attempt to have uniformity and save time and expense resulting

from hearings on discovery matters the following guidelines will generally be followed

by the Courts on matters pertaining to oral depositions:

(1) A party filing a iawsuit In Tarrant County must give his deposition

in Tarrant County, if requested.

(2) A party properly Sued in Tarrant County must give his deposition

in Tarrant County, if requested.

(3) The party initiating a deposition may elect to take the deposition

orally or on written questions and the opposing party may elect to

cross-examine orally or on written questions.

(4) Unless the parties through their attorneys otherwise agree, fees

charged by an expert for giving of deposition testimony shall be

paid by the party requesting the deposition. The fee for the prep-

aration of an expert's report, not previously reduced to writing and

sought under Rule 166b(2)(e)(4), Texas Rules of Civil Procedure,

shall be paid by the party by whom the expert is employed.



(5) Notice of less than ten (10) days under Rules 21 a and 200, Tex.

R. Civ. P., shall be presumed to be unreasonable.

However, these matters are best handled by agreement of the parties. Furthermore,

parties are not precluded from submitting disputes as to such matters to the Court for

determination by proper motion and hearings.

(b) A party initiating an oral deposition shall first attempt to communicate

with opposing counsel to determine whether agreement can be reached as to date,

time, place and materials, to be furnished at the time. of deposition. Any written notice

of deposition shail state as foilows:

"A conference was held (or attempted) with the

attorney for opposing party to agree on a date, time, place

and materials to be furnished. Agreement could not be

reached (or counsel will not respond) and the deposition is

therefore being taken pursuant to this notice (or Agreement

was reached and this notice complies with the agreement)."

Failure to hold such conference or to make adequate attempt to hold such conference

prior to noticing a deposition shall be grounds to quash the deposition.

Rules 3.12 to 3.29 - Reserved

Rule 3.30: Mattets Requiring Immediate Action

(a) Filing. No application for action or relief of any kind shall be presented

to a judge until the application or case haS been filed with the clerk and assigned to a



(e) By agreement, parties may submit matters for ruling by the Judge

without a personal appearance and oral presentation. The Judge should be advised in

wMtlng when such procedure Is desited.

RulAS 107 to 3.10 -& Reserved

Rule 3.11: Depositlon Guidelines

(a) in an attempt to have uniformity and save time and expense resulting

from hearings on discovery matters the following guidelines will aenerallv be followed

by the Courts on matters pertaining to otai depositions:

(t) A party filing a lawsuit In Tarrant County must give his, deposition

in Tarrant County, if requested.

(2) A party properly Sued in Tarrant County must give his deposition

In Tarrant County, if requested.

(3) The party initiating a deposition may elect to take the deposition

orally or on written questions and the opposing party may elect to

cross-examine orally or on written questions.

(4) Unless the parties through their attorneys otherwise agree, fees

charged by an expert for giving of deposition testimony shall be

paid by the party requesting the deposition. The fee for the prep-

aration of an expert's report, not previously reduced to writing and

sought under Rule 166b(2)(e)(4), Texas Rules of Civii Procedure,

shall be paid by the party by whom the expert is employed.



(5) Notice of less than ten (10) days under Rules 21 a and 200, Tex.

R. Civ. P., shall be presumed to be unreasonable.

However, these matters are best handled by agreement of the parties. Furthermore,

par5es are not pneduded from submitting disputes as to such matters to the Court for

determination by proper motion and hearings.

(b) A party Initiating an oral deposition shall first attempt to communicate

with opposing counsel to determine whether agreement can be reached as to date,

time, place and materials, to be furnished at the time of deposition. Any written notice

of deposition shall state as follows:

"A conference was held (or attempted) with the

attorney for opposing party to agree on a date, time, place

and materials to be furnished. Agreement could not be

reached (or counsel will not respond) and the deposition is

therefore being taken pursuant to this notice (or Agreement

was reached and this notice complies with the agreement)."

Failure to hold such conference or to make adequate attempt to hold such conference

prior to noticing a deposition shall be grounds to quash the deposition.

Rules 3.12 to 3.29 - Reserved

Rule 3.30: Matters Requiring Immediate Action

(a) Ftiing. No application for action or relief of any kind shall be presented

to a judge until the application or case hsS been filed with the derk and assigned to a



court, unless It Is impossibie to do so. If it is Impossible to file an application or case

before it is presented to a judge, then it shaii be filed as soon thereafter as possible,

and the clerk nottfied of all actions taken by the Judge.

(b) Presenttnent. Every application for action or relief of any kind shall be

presented ff rst to the judge of the court to which It is assigned. If that judge Is not

available to hear the application, then it may be presented to any other court with

subject matter jurisdiction. After a judge has announced a ruling on the application or

deferred ruling, the application shail not be presented to any other judge without leave

of the Judge to which It was first presented.

(c) Ex PartA Appiieati0r19. Every sppiication for relief ex parte shall contain

a ce►tiffcate signed by counsel that:

(1) To the best_ of his or her knowledge the party against whom relief Is

sought ex parte is not rep resented by counsel in the matter made the

basis of the relief sought; or,

(2) Counsel for the party against whom relief is sought ex parte has been

notifled of the application and has stated whether he or she wishes to be

heard; or,

(3) Diligent attempts to notify counsel for the party against whom ex parte

relief is sought have been unsuccessfui, and the circumstances do not

permit additional efforts to give notice.

aulAS 3.31 to 3.30 -- asserved



Rule 3.40: Private Service of Proce9s

(a) For purposes of supervision and discipline the court deems those

persons authorized to serve citaticns and other notices by order pursuant to Rule 103,

Texas Rules of Civit Procedure to be officers of the court. Any such person filing a

faise return or engaging in service contrary to law or rule may be subject to punish-

ment by an order of contempt. Such order may prohibit such person from serving

citations and notices in Tarrant County.

(b) Any proposed order authorizing private service under Rule 103 will not

be signed by the judge unless accompanied by a certificate signed by counsel

requesting such an appointment. Such certificate shall set out the name and address

of the person to be so authorized and affirm that such person Is not less than eighteen

years of age, is not a party, and has no Interest In the outcome of the suit In which the

authorization is sought

RUles 3.41 to 3.89 -- Reserved

Rule 3.90: Dismissai for Went of Prdsecution

(A) The courts will periodically give notice of their intention to dismiss for

want of prosecution. Such notice will be given at least thirty (30) days prior to the

signing of consequent dismissal order.

(b) The clerk shall provide notice of the court's intention to dismiss for want

of prosecution by complying with the provi5ions of Paragraph (1) of Rule 165a of the

Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.



RulAs 3.91 to 3.99 -- Reserved

Part 4. jults,^or Zr' osition ^lamdy Lazy Cases

quIG9 4.01 to 4.99 r- Reserved

Part 5. Rtclesfor gst,+os'ition qj Crirrdnal Cases

, aulA.4 5.01 to 5.99' -- Reserved



Dixon W.- Holman, Judge
141^,District Court

Sidney C. Fa rar, JrF, Judge ^/ J ^ Vincent Sprinkl , Judge
153rd Distr^t Court County Court a,j^Law No. 3

A1ber^ White, Jr., Judge
236th District Court



(APPENDIX TO TARRANT COUNTY LOCAL RULES) *'

ffit^H ADMZr1IMA2" JODICSAL 1t0GICM
90LL3 GF' A-10"IS3'1'PATS'Qt

ACT^ORITY. ftm rules are pccmulqatea pursuant to Article 200a-

2^ 1t.1'.^.3. ► sed 9^aeae C=t Rules of duc9icial Mmisiatrations adopted

lebrUfty 4► 198'f. .

ROt.S 1t The geWcal rule vith reapect to diapoeitiar of caaes.

RdLE 2t The specific s^eqnirement! as to the information to be

eumiied by or to the, a3eini3trative jndgea' of each county.

RaLS 3s 7h* rnle governing the diltpodition of civil cases.

R= 4t The rule goversiAg the disposition of family Iev and

jwanile cas".

tmGffi St The rule governing th* df9poeition of Wony and miade-

mtanor caeea.

RtJiB St T!& rule govertiing th* selection and control of jnrie.s _

RCGE 7: 2he rnle with respect to judgee' vamtion.st absenaeav etc.

R1LE 8t The ruls with respect to rules.

R'Di.E 9: The rule with respect to local courta ac^ninistration.

RdL6 10: The rule with respeCt to !►ttorneys having conflicting

en9a9ementd.

MLE 11 : The rule with iCe!lpett to s£tomeys' vacations.



RDI.B 1. TIM STAtRDARD3 FOlt THE D23P06ZTZ0lQ OF CASES. District and

statntory c:ounty court iudqes of the county in which cases are filed

shonld► as far as reasonably possible, ensure that all cases brought to

ttial at fiDSl ctibposition in dofiftineity with the follavirg time standards:

a6 CRnU= CASF3

As Qtdvided by 2av with -Iffteelftew! given to dl^endants told

in 2acai cnatoay.

b. CIYIL CASES OT 4= TM PAMLY LAW

(I) Civil Jmcy c:aaea

Within 18 months fftft sWarance date.

(2) Civil Nonjury Cad"

Within 12 mdnths ifft &ppestance date.

PMlILY LA/t CAS85

cYr ftteatad Femiiy Lou caaea

Within 6 monttts from appeatano6 dkt* or within 6 monthe

ft+ata the expiration of ttto vaititg period provided by the

1►aeily c'soda Where such is requiredp vhichever is. later.

(2) Uncontested Family Lav Ca^

Nithin 3 months from appaarance date or within 3 months

from the expiration of the waiting period provided by the

Pamily Code vhere such it !lqniEads whichever is later.

d.. JtJYElQILB CA3F.8

As p[ovided by Title 3 ► 'i'Aitas hmily Code or other applicable

^. CAMPLEX CASES

It i8 recognized that in especially oomplex cases or special

cirmanStances it W not be pos2ibl6 to adsere to these standards.



AGLB 2. The local adminiatrative judge of each county ahall cause

the proper clerk to send the regional pcesiding judge a copy of the report

eent each month to the Office of Court Administration, and such other in-

formtion regarding docket msnagdeant slpstems of the county as mny be

reqneA tad by the presiding jua4e-

R= 3. she boa=d of judgft or judges giving preference to.civil

caeas in each cobnty mnet adopt and uniformly follov local rules govern-

ing the filing► docketing and assigrmAnt of civil cases to achieve the

time standards of Rule 6 ► Sqxem Covtt Rules of Judicial A^uinistration.

SM eNt the rI quit0 nts of Rn1e8 It 9► and 10. Suprame Court ttnles of

Jbdicfal A6minietration.

RGLS 4. The board of judges or judges giving preference to fami2y

IW and juvanile cass in each cotmty mnst adopt and naiformly follow

Iocal Lulea governing the filinq, docketing and aaaigrmient of famfly law

and Nrenil4 casee to achieve the time, etandarde of Rule 6, Suprow Court

Rules of Judicial A6ministration, and mlet the requirements of Rules 7,

9 ► and 10 ► 8uproe Court--:Rnles:df Jtidicidl.:Adininiatration.

RDLE S. Zhe board of judges or judges giving preference to criminal

cabes in each county must adopt snd unilormly follov local rules conform-

iM with the c;ods of CeimdMl Pt86adtsfO ► for the proceeeing of criminal

RDLE S. The board of judges of each county muat adopt a jury plan

govecning the selection, managef.WkntP as9iqrn*nt and time of jury service ►

and fiie the same vith the district olerk, and, uhen required, secure

the wrovs.i of the oaniSSioner3 c.ourt.
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R= 7. Zfte board of judges of each county must adopt a plan for

jndicial absences for vacation and edncational events and a metha3 of

notilyfug the regional presiding jqaqa of the need for visiting judges.

` (a) Zh* rules adopted by the several counties vithin each

a3nitsibtrativa•region not conform to the require^rnts of these rules.

(b) The local rules must be ntm+bsz-ed to cover the sa^

subject mstter as preacribed.by these rules using a section rnaoerical

syAtme and decimal sttaactian eysteet in acaordsncs with the following

description of content. Local rules sMll use a dacin+al system allowing

for a larqer qroup of apscial riL9 1 itsncss. 1.1t 1.11, 1.12, 1.2. 1.21:

2.1-10.99.

(c) Local rnlea shall not be effectiv* untiZ approved by

the peeaidir4 judga► of the a3hiAiattativa• region ad by the fteeme Coact

of T*caa.

ROLE 9. The Board of Judges of each county must adopt as a part

of the local rules a rule providing for regular meetings of the judqe,,

ontanittee assignments and other designations of duties necessary to the

raofk of the courts of the aamty an reqitifed by Chapter S. Articla 200a-1 p

v.s.c.s.

RME 10. 00ffi+'LICTING ENGAG^I'3.

(a) Attorney alra8dy its trial in another court:

(1) When an attorney is presently in trialP said

attorney shall inform other courts of the court and cause maaber of the

conflicting trial. This information will be voxified upon request of

appasing counsel. The case vill be plaLSd on "frold" or reset ► depending

an when the sttorney vill b& r*le&ssd.
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(2) If the attotney is not actually in trial as represented

by ttN attdrney or his W h!!' agattt, fg!! ftse will bs tried vithout

b=t2w notim.

(b) An attorney aasigned to more than one court for the aaane date:

(1) It is tl:s duty of an attorney to call the affected judqes t

attantion to all mnltiple aetting3 as aoa^n as they are lsoWn.

(2) Inaofar as ptaeticablA, jtx]ges shoula attempt to agree

an which case has priority, othervise, the following priorities shall

. be obaervad by the judges of the, teepective oourts:

(1) ctiminai r.ases.

Cu) Casea given preference by statute.

(IZZ) prelerentiai2y, set css".

(IV) Cas! with earliest filing date.

(v) tue set at Astliebt date by court official.

(Yi) Cburta should yield to aobrts in ruraL conatiea

in an.instanc* of oonflictinq settilfq vhete necessary to utiiise a called

jury Pawl -

RDLB 11. ATTORNEY YACATIONS. Local courts shall establish rules

providing, except when a case has been previously set, for attorneys

vacations irir.luaing praviltion fee lehgth of vacation and time of advance

ttotics to the Court.

ABoptad: Octobet 1, 1987 by Cwneil of 1u&gea, Bighth Aaminiatrative

JudiCial Region.



CHIEFJUSTICE
THOMAS R PHI:LIPS

THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS
P.O. BOX 12248 CAPITOL STATION

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

(512) 463-1312

CLE R K
JOHN T. ADAMS

JUSTICES
FRANKLIN S. SPEARS
C. L. RAY
RAUL A. GONZALEZ
OSCAR H. MAUZY
EUGENE A. COOK
JACK HIGHTOWER
NATHAN L. HECHT
LLOYD DOGGETT

November 27, 1990

The Honorable Michael D. Schattman, Judge
348th District Court
Tarrant County Courthouse
Fort Worth, Texas 76196-0281

Dear Judge Schattman:

EXECUTIVE ASS'T.
WILLIAM L. WILLIS

ADMINISTRATIVE ASS'T.

MARY ANN DEFIBAUGH

Enclosed is a copy of this Court's order approving the Local
Rules of Court for Tarrant County which you have submitted.

Please note that the Supreme Court has been approving local
rules provisionally. We believe that the Uniform Local Rules
committee is nearing completion of its task. You may therefore be
asked to further amend your local rules in the not too distant
future.

cc. Hon. Jeff Walker, Presiding Judge
Eighth Administrative Region
Hon. Thomas P. Hughes, District Clerk


