
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Misc. Docket No. 96-
9006

APPROVAL OF REGIONAL RULES OF ADMINISTRATION
FOR THE SECOND ADMINISTRATIVE JUDICIAL REGION OF TEXAS

ORDERED:

Pursuant to Rule 3a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, the Supreme Court
approves the adoption of the Regional Rules of Administration for the Second
Administrative Judicial Region of Texas, dated September 26, 1995.

The approval of these rules is temporary, pending further orders of the Court.
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SIGNED AND ENTERED this day of

Priscilla R. Owen, Justice

, 1996
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SECOND ADMINISTRATIVE JUDICIAL REGION OF TEXAS

REGIONAL RULES OF ADMINISTRATION

RULE 1. TIME STANDARD

District and Statutory County Court Judges of the County in which cases are
filed should, as far as reasonably possible, ensure that all cases are brought to
trial or final disposition in conformity with the following time standards:

a. CRIMINAL CASES:

(1) Felonies. Within 12 months of arrest or return of indictment,
whichever is earlier.

(2) Misdemeanors. Within 6 months of arrest or filing of
complaint, whichever is earlier.

b. CIVIL CASES OTHER THAN FAMILY LAW:

date.

(1) Civil Jury Cases. Within 18 months of appearance date.

(2) Civil Non-Jury Cases. Within 12 months from appearance

c. FAMILY LAW CASES:

(1) Contested Family Law Cases. Within 6 months from
appearance date or within 6 months from the expiration of the waiting period
provided by the Family Code where such is required, whichever is later.

(2) Uncontested Family Law Cases. Within 3 months from
appearance date or within 3 months from the expiration of the waiting period
provided by the Family Code where such is required, whichever is later.

d. JUVENILE CASES. In addition to the requirements of Title 3, Texas
Family Code:



(1) Detention hearings. On the next business day following
admission to any detention facility.

(2) Adjudicatory or Transfer (Waiver) Hearings

(a) Concerning a juvenile in a detention facility. Not later
than 10 days following an admission to such a facility, except for good cause
shown of record.

(b) Concerning a juvenile not in a detention facility. Not
later than 30 days following the filing of the petition, except for good cause
shown of record.

(3) Disposition Hearings. Not later than 15 days following the
adjudicatory hearing. The Court may grant additional time in exceptional
cases that require more complex evaluation.

(4) Nothing herein shall prevent a judge from recessing a juvenile
hearing at any state of the proceeding where the parties are agreeable or when
in the opinion of the judge presiding in the case the best interests of the child
and society shall be served.

e. COMPLEX CASES. It is recognized that in especially complex cases or
special circumstances it may not be possible to adhere to these standards.

RULE 2: SUPPLYING INFORMATION

The Local Administrative Judge of each County shall cause the proper Clerk
to send the Regional Presiding Judge a copy of the report sent each month to
the Office of Court Administration, and such other information regarding
docket management systems of the County as may be requested by the
Presiding Judge.

RULE 3: DISPOSITION OF CIVIL CASES

The Board of Judges or Judges giving preference to civil cases in each County
must adopt and uniformly follow local rules governing the filing, docketing
and assignment of civil cases to achieve the time standards of Rule, above,
and Rule 6, Supreme Court Rules of Judicial Administration, and meet the
requirements of Rules, 7 9 and 10, Supreme Court Rules of Judicial
Administration.

RULE 4: DISPOSITION OF FAMILY LAW AND JUVENILE CASES

The Board of Judges or Judges giving preference to Family Law and Juvenile
cases in each County must adopt and uniformly follow local rules governing



the filing, docketing and assignment of Family Law and Juvenile cases to
achieve the time standards of Rule 1, above, and Rule 6, Supreme Court
Rules of Judicial Administration, and meet the requirements of Rules 7, 9
and 10, Supreme Court Rules of Judicial Administration.

RULE 5: DISPOSITION OF FELONY AND MISDEMEANOR CASES

The Board of Judges or Judges giving preference to criminal cases in each
County must adopt and uniformly follow local rules conforming with Rule 1,
above, for the processing of criminal cases.

RULE 6: SELECTION AND CONTROL OF JURIES

The Board of Judges of each County must adopt a Jury Plan governing the
selection, management, assignment and time of jury service, file the same
with the District Clerk and, when required, secure the approval of the
Commissioner's Court.

RULE 7: JUDGE'S VACATION, ABSENCES AND DISQUALIFICATION

The Board of Judges of each County must adopt a plan for judicial absences,
vacation and educational events and a method of notifying the Regional
Presiding Judge of the need for visiting judges.

RULE 8: THE RULE WITH RESPECT TO RULES

a. The Rules adopted by the several Counties within each Administrative
Region must conform with the requirements of these Rules.

b. The Local Rules must be numbered to cover the same subject matter
prescribed by the Rules, using a section numerical system and decimal
subsection system in accordance with the following description of content. In
the absence of a section o subsection, interested persons may assume there is
no Rule covering the described subject. Local Rules shall use a decimal system
allowing for a larger group of special circumstances. (i.e., 1.1, 1.11, 1.12, 1.2,
1.21; 2.1-10.99).

c. Local Rules shall not be effective until approved by the Presiding Judge
of the Region and Supreme Court of Texas.

RULE 9: LOCAL COURT ADMINISTRATION

The Board of Judges of each County must adopt as a part of the Local Rules a
rule providing for regular meetings of the judges, committee assignments
and other designation of duties necessary to the work of the Courts of the
County as required by Chapter 5, Art. 22.a=1, V.T.C.S.



RULE 10: CONFLICTING ENGAGEMENTS OF ATTORNEYS

a. Attorney already in trial in another Court.

(1) When informed that an attorney is presently in trial, the Court
will determine where and when assigned. This information will be verified
upon request of opposing counsel. The case will be placed on "hold" or reset,
depending upon when the attorney will be released.

(2) If the attorney is not actually in trial as represented by the
attorney or agent, the case will be tried without further notice.

b. Attorney assigned to two Courts for the same date:

(1) It is the duty of the attorney to call the affected Judge's attention
to all dual settings as soon as they are know.

(2) Insofar as practicable, Judges should attempt to agree on which
case has priority, otherwise the following priorities shall be observed by the
Judges of the respective Courts:

(I) Criminal Cases
(II) Cases given preference of Statute
(III) Preferentially set cases
(IV) Case set at earliest date
(V) Case with earliest filing date
(VI) Courts in metropolitan County areas should yield to

Courts in rural County areas in all other instances of
conflicting settings.

(VII) In event of unresolved conflict between two judges, the
issue will be decided by the Local Administrative Judge or
the Regional Presiding Judge.

Rule 11. ATTORNEY VACATIONS.

a. DESIGNATION OF VACATION. Subject to the provision of subparts
b and c of this rule, an attorney may designate not more than four weeks of
vacation during a calendar year as vacation, during which that attorney will
not be assigned to trial or required to engage in any pretrial proceedings. This
rule operates only where lead counsel, as defined by T.R.C.P. 8, is affected,
unless the trial court expands coverage to other counsel.

b. SUMMER VACATIONS. Written designation for vacation weeks
during June, July, or August must be filed with the district clerk by May 15.
Summer vacation weeks so designated will protect the attorney from trials



SECOND ADMINISTRATIVE JUDICIAL REGION
OF TEXAS

THOMAS J. STOVALL, J R.
JUDY MAPLES GEIGER PRESIDING JUDGE P.O. BOX 40, SEABROOK, TEX. 77586
ADMINISTRATNE ASSISTANT

VIKKI NELSON
REGIONAL DOCKET MANAGER

October 9, 1995,

Hon. Nathan L. Hecht, Justice
Supreme Court of Texas
P. O. Box 12248
Austin, TX.; 78711

PHONE (713) 471-3911

OFFICE LOCATED: HARRIS COUNTY
COURTHOUSE, LA PORTE ANNEX

117 E. AVE. A, LA PORTE, TEXAS

Re: Regional Rules, Second Region

Dear Justice:

Because of a schism between the "urban" and "rural" Judges of this
Region (about half-each) we have not been able to agree on a Rule
11. The dichotomy revolved around the deer season (rurals) and
summer, during school vacations (urbans). They agreed on all
other rules in 1987, but the "High Nine" has held all Second Region
Rules in abeyance until agreement could be reached on all. After
the Chief Justice got off the Committee (kicked upstairs) and Smoky
Stover got booted up to the Ninth Court of Appeals and the only
trial Judge, Hon. Bill Blanton went Senior, the Committee drifted.
Only this year was an effort resumed to get some out. Judge
Sharolyn Wood single-handedly hammered out a compromise
adopted by the Council of Judges at the Annual Meeting in San
Antonio! We submit them to you for exposure to The Court! We here
have been following the first 10 since sometime in 1987, anyway....

Should this hair lip any of the Brothers and Sisters, please tell me.

Thanks for your courtesy and patience with these crude Colonials.

Sir,4erely,



during those summer weeks, even if an order setting the case for trial was
signed before the vacation designation was filed.

c. NON-SUMMER VACATIONS. Written designation for vacation in
months other than June, July, or August must be filed with the district clerk
by February 1. Non-summer vacation weeks may not run consecutively for
more than two weeks at a time. Non-summer vacation weeks so designated
will not protect an attorney from a trial by an order signed before the date the
designation is filed.

EFFECTIVE the 1st day of January, 1996, subject to approval by the Supreme
Court of Texas.

ADOPTED by the Council of Judges, Second Administrative Judicial Region
of Texas, in San Antonio, Texas, this 26th day of September, 1995.

ATTEST:

8_6^,-----------------
Vikki Nelson,
Regional Docket Manager

---------- ^---------
Thomas J. Sto all, jr.
Presiding Judge



CHIEF JUSTICE
THOMAS R. PHILLIPS

JUSTICES
RAUL A. GONZALEZ
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JOHN CORNYN
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ROSE SPECTOR
PRISCILLA R. OWEN
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THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

POST OFFICE BOX 12248 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

TEL:(512)4G3-1312

FAX:(512)4G3-13G5

January 8, 1996

Mr. Jack E. Thompson
Admin. Ofc. of the Dist. Courts
301 San Jacinto, Room 100
Houston, Texas 77002-2022

Dear Mr. Thompson,

CLERK
JOHN T. ADAMS

EXECUTIVE ASS'T
WILLIAM L. WILLIS

ADMINISTRATIVE ASS'T
NADINE SCHNEIDER

Please find enclosed, copies of orders of the Supreme Court that
approve various local rules for courts in Harris County.

Sincerely,

SIGNED

John T. Adams
Clerk

Encl.

CC: Hon. Thomas J. Stovall, Jr.
2nd Admin Judicial Rgn

Hon. David West
269th District Court

District Clerk

County Clerk

Supreme Court Adv Committee

Mr. Jerry Benedict
Office of Court Admin

State Law Library


