
CHARLES BACARISSE
HARRIS COUNTY DISTRICT CLERK

January 22, 2003

The Honorable Thomas R. Phillips
Chief Justice
Supreme Court of Texas
P. O. Box 12248
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Justice Phillips:

The intent of this letter is to seek temporary relief from the restrictions of Rules 14b and
209, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. The rules state the District Clerk cannot dispose of
exhibits and depositions in a civil case unless the attorneys in the case receive individual
notice of the intent to destroy these documents from the District Clerk. This process is
extraordinarily cumbersome, expensive and ineffective, especially in a county the size of
Harris County.

The' District Clerk of Harris County maintains the case records for 15 County Criminal
Courts at Law, 59 District Courts and 3.Region IV-D Courts. We receive approximately
150,000 new case filings annually. We have an estimated 3.5 million case files, 106, 500
civil exhibits and 19,100 civil depositions. currently in inventory. The exhibits range
from enlarged charts, texts and photographs to 55-gallon drums, automobile parts, torn
clothing, etc. Within one year of case disposition, these records become obsolete - not
accessed by the public.

In 1991, due to dwindling records storage space, the Harris County District Clerk
requested and received signed orders from the Supreme Court of Texas allowing for the
destruction of certain exhibits and depositions by posting a notice in the Texas Bar
Journal. The records pertaining to those orders were destroyed. In 1997, this office
contacted the Supreme Court of Texas regarding a possible rule change to allow for the
systematic destruction of these records. We were told a Supreme Court Advisory
Committee was formed to address the issue of the retention of court records - including
case files, depositions and exhibits. Our expectation at that time was a rule change was to
take place rather quickly as this appeared to be a common problem among all the larger
Texas counties. Some 5 years later, we still do not have resolution to the on-going
problem of storage of depositions and exhibits.

We are struggling with the lack of storage space. Maintaining obsolete records due to
cumbersome destruction rules is neither economical nor operationally feasible. We have
formulated a, plan for consideration by the Supreme Court of Texas regarding the
destruction of exhibits and depositions. We believe this plan meets the spirit of l4b and
209 while eliminating the cumbersome, expensive process' of notification. If approved
this process would remain in effect until official rule changes could be implemented.
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The Harris County District Clerk is requesting the Supreme Court of Texas consider the
attached orders to the letter - Relating to the Retention and Disposition of Exhibits By
the District Clerk of Harris County (Rule 14b) and Relating to the Retention and
Disposition of Depositions By the District Clerk of Harris County. These orders give the
Harris County District Clerk permission to dispose of all exhibits and depositions
submitted in any case:

• one year after judgment in the case has been rendered, and in which no motion
for new trial.was filed within two years after judgment was signed or

• in which judgment was signed, and in which no appeal was perfected or in
which a perfected appeal was dismissed or'"concluded by final judgment as to
all parties and the issuance of the appellate court's mandate such that the case is
no longer pending on appeal or in the trial court.

Notification to the attorneys of the intent to destroy the records (exhibits and depositions)
would be made through publication in the Texas Bar Journal. The District Clerk of
Harris County would dispose of all exhibits and depositions beginning in the third month
after the month in which notice of the Clerk's intention to do so is published in the Texas
Bar Journal. Attorneys desiring to withdraw exhibits must do so by a published date.

Your timely consideration of this matter would be greatly appreciated.

Sincrorely,

CHARLES BACARISSE
District Clerk

CEB/dkr
Enclosures



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Misc. Docket No.

RELATING TO THE RETENTION AND
DISPOSITION OF EXHIBITS BY THE

DISTRICT CLERK OF HARRIS COUNTY

ORDERED:

Pursuant to Rule 14b, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, exhibits shall be retained
by the District Clerk of Harris County as required by law, unless disposed of as allowed
by this Order or this Court's general Order effective January 1, 1988, a copy of which is
attached.

In any case-

(1) in which one year has passed since judgment in the case was rendered and
no motion for new trial was filed within two years after the judgment was
signed, or

(2) in which a judgment was signed, and no appeal was perfected or a
perfected appeal was dismissed, or an appellate court has issued a final
judgment as to all parties and the case is no longer pending on appeal or in
the trial court.

the District Clerk of Harris County may dispose of all exhibits beginning in the third
month after the month in which notice of the Clerk's intention to do so is published
conspicuously in the Texas Bar Journal, except those materials which, prior to
disposition, are withdrawn.



SIGNED AND ENTERED this day of , 2003.

Thomas R. Phillips, Chief Justice

Nathan L. Hecht, Justice

Craig T. Enoch, Justice

Priscilla R. Owen, Justice

Harriet O'Neill, Justice

Wallace Jefferson, Justice

Michael Schneider, Justice

Steven W. Smith, Justice

Dale Wainwright, Justice



RULE 13. RETENTION AND DISPOSITION OF COURT RECORDS

13.1 Applicability. Except as otherwise provided by law,
this rule governs the retention and disposition of court
records by the clerk of the court in which the record is
filed and maintained.

13.2 Retention Period. The clerk of the court in which the
following categories of court records are filed and
maintained must retain the records, under any method
or medium permitted by law, for not less than the time
periods set forth below:

(a) Generally.

(1) Citation. Until four years after the date of
final judgment.

(2) Judgments and court orders.
Permanently.

(3) Pleadings (petitions and answers). Until
20 years after the date of final judgment.

(4) Motions. Unti120 years after the date of
final judgment.

(5) Discovery requests and responses. Until
one year after date of final judgment.

(6) Oral deposition transcripts and
depositions upon written questions. Until
one year after date of final judgment.

(7) Exhibits offeredand admitted into
evidence. Until one year after date of
final judgment.

(b) Exceptions.

(1) Cases where no final judgment rendered.
In cases that are dismissed without a final
judgment being rendered, the retention
periods specified in subparagraph (a) run



from the date of dismissal.

(2) Cases involving minors. In cases
involving minors, the retention periods
specified in subparagraph (a) run from the
date the minor reaches the age of
majority.

(3) Court order. The court in which a
particular record is filed and maintained
may order the clerk to retain it for a
period of time longer than retention
periods specified in subparagraph (a). In
so ordering, the court may consider,
among other factors:

(A) The potential historical
significance of the court paper;

(B) Other interests of the public in
assuring and maintaining access to
the court paper;

(C) The costs of storing and
maintaining the court paper or
other similar papers; and

(D) The availability of the same or
equivalent information through
other court papers or other
sources.

(4) Service by publication. If any defendant
in a case was served by publication, the
retention period specified in
subparagraphs (a)(6) and ( 7) must be
extended by one year.

13.3 Duties of Clerk During Retention Period; Disposal;
Withdrawal.

(a) Generally. During the retention period, the
clerk must make the court records listed in Rule
13.2 available for inspection and copying as
provided by law.



(b) Disposal.

(1) Exhibits and deposition transcripts. The

clerk may, without further notice, dispose
of exhibits and oral or written deposition
transcripts after thirty days following the
end of the applicable retention period,

except as provided in paragraph (c).

(2) Other types of court records. The clerk may,
without further notice, dispose of other types of
court records listed in Rule 13.2(a) after the
applicable retention period has expired.

(c) Procedures. for withdrawing exhibits and
depositions.

(1) Time to withdraw. After the end of the
applicable retention period but within
thirty days after that date, a party may
request the clerk to withdraw an exhibit
or oral or written deposition transcript.

(2) Withdrawal.

(A) Generally. If a party timely
requests to withdraw'an exhibit or
deposition transcript, the clerk
must tender the exhibit or
transcript to the requesting party
on the thirtieth day following the
end of the applicable retention
period.

(B) Multiple requests. If more than
one party timely requests to
withdraw an exhibit or transcript,
the clerk must provide copies of
the exhibit or transcript to all
requesting parties and prorate the
cost among all the parties or
persons requesting the document.

(C) Exhibit not capable of
reproduction. If an exhibit is not a



document or otherwise cannot be
copied, the party claiming the
exhibit must provide a photograph
of the exhibit upon request and
payment of the reasonable cost
thereof by the requesting party.

(3) Additional time before disposal. If a
party has timely requested to withdraw an
exhibit or deposition transcript or exhibit
under subparagraph (2), the clerk must
retain the exhibit or transcript for an
additional three business days and, if not
completed by that time, until the clerk
has provided any copies of exhibits or
transcripts the clerk is required to provide
under subparagraph (2).



Effective Februarv 1, 1992

TEXAS STATE LIBRARY
AND ARCHIVES COMMISSION

LOCAL SCHEDULE LC

RETENTION SCHEDULE FOR RECORDS OF JUSTICE AND MUNICIPAL COURTS

This schedule establishes mandatory minimum retention periods for the records listed. No local
government office may dispose of a record listed in this schedule prior to the expiration of its retention
period. A records control schedule of a local government may not set a retention period for a record that is
less than that established for the record on this schedule. The originals of records listed in this schedule
may be disposed of prior to the expiration of the stated minimum retention period if they have been
microfilmed or electronically stored pursuant to the provisions of the Local Government Code, Chapter
204 or Chapter 205, as applicable, and rules of the Texas State Library and Archives Commission adopted
under authority of those chapters. Actual disposal of such records by a local government or an elective
county office is subject to the policies and procedures of its records management program.

Destruction of local government records contrary to the provisions of the Local Government Records Act
of 1989 and administrative rules adopted under its authority, including this schedule, is a Class A
misdemeanor and, under certain circumstances, a third degree felony (Penal Code, Section 37.10).
Anyone destroying local government records without legal authorization may also be subject to criminal
penalties and fines under the Open Records Act (Government Code, Chapter 552).

INTRODUCTION

The.Government Code, Section 441.158, provides that the Texas State Library and Archives Commission
shall issue records retention schedules for each type of local government, including a schedule for records
common to all types of local government. The law provides further that each schedule must state the
retention period prescribed by federal or state law, rule of court, or regulation for a record for which a
period is prescribed; and prescribe retention periods for all other records, which periods have the same
effect as if prescribed by law after the records retention schedule is adopted as a rule of the commission.

Local Schedule LC sets mandatory minimum retention periods for records series (identified in the Records
Series Title column) that are usually found in justice and/or municipal courts. If the retention period for a
record is established in a federal or state law, rule of court, or regulation, a citation to the, relevant
provision is given; if no citation is given, the authority for the retention period is this schedule.

The retention period for a record applies to the record regardless of the medium in which it is maintained.
Some records listed in this schedule are maintained electronically in many offices, but electronically stored
data used to create in any manner a record or the functional equivalent of a record as described in this
schedule must be retained, along with the hardware and software necessary to access the data, for the
retention period assigned to the record, unless backup copies of the data generated from electronic storage
are retained in paper or on microfilm for the retention period.
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Unless otherwise stated, the retention period for a record is in calendar years from the date of its creation.
The retention period, again unless otherwise noted, applies only to an official record as distinct from
convenience or working copies created for informational purposes. Where several copies are maintained,
each local government should decide which shall be the official record and in which of its divisions or
departments it will be maintained. Local governments in their records management programs should
establish policies and procedures to provide for the systematic disposal of copies.

If a record described in this schedule is maintained in a bound volume of a type in which pages are not
designed to be removed, the retention period, unless otherwise stated, dates from the date of last entry.

If two or more records listed in this schedule are maintained together by a local government and are not
severable, the combined record must be retained for the length of time of the component withthe longest
retention period. A record whose minimum retention period on this schedule has not yet expired and is less
than permanent may be disposed of if it has been so badly damaged by fire, water, or insect or rodent
infestation as to, render it unreadable, or if portions of the information in the record have been so
thoroughly destroyed that remaining portions are unintelligible. If the retention period for the record is
permanent on this schedule, authority to dispose of the damaged record must be obtained from the director
and librarian of the Texas State Library. The Request for Authority to Destroy Unscheduled Records
(Form SLR 501) should be used for this purpose.

Requests for Authority to Destroy Unscheduled Records (SLR 501), whose submission to the director and
librarian of the Texas State Library is required by the Local Government Code, Section 203.045, need not
be filed for records shown as exempt from the requirement.

Certain records listed in this schedule are assigned the retention period of AV (as long as administratively
valuable). This retention period affords local governments the maximum amount of discretion in
determining a specific retention period for the record described. Although AV may be used as a retention
period on a records control schedule of a local government, it is in the best interests of any records
management program.that fixed retention periods be assigned for each records series. AV records tend to
accumulate -and go unmanaged.

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS SCHEDULE

AV - As long as administratively valuable
FE - Fiscal year end
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RECORDS OF JUSTICE AND MUNICIPAL COURTS

Retention Note: Notwithstanding any retention periods set in this schedule, all case papers, dockets, or other records of a
municipal or justice court dtued 1876 or earlier must be retained permanently. This schedule also recommends, but does
not require, that criminal dockets dated from 1877 to 1920 be retained permanently for historical reasons.

PART 1: CIVIL AND CRIMINAL RECORDS

2350-01 APPEAL OR TRANSFER RECORD - Record or register of cases appealed from a court and/or records of
case transfers as a result of an examining trial. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request requirement)

2350-02 BAIL BOND RECORDS - Ledgers or books recording the setting or taking by the court of bail or
recognizance bonds. RETENTION: 3 years.

2350-03 CASE PAPERS ( including documentation maintained by a court arising from the actions of its judge as a
magistrate)

a) Administrative hearing case papers. RETENTION: 1 year after judgment reridered or proceedings terminated.
(Exempt from destruction request requirement)

b) Civil case papers (including small claims and scire facias). RETENTION: 10 years after case closed.

Retention Note: Case papers of cases dismissed for want of prosecution, on motion of the plaintiff, or
for other reasons within the power of the court need only be retained for 4 years from the date the case was
originally filed.

c) Criminal case papers (including traffic offenses and violations of municipal ordinances) except: RETENTION: 5
years from date of offense.

1) Papers in cases dismissed for want of prosecution or for other reasons within power of the court.
RETENTION: 5 years from date of offense.

2) Unserved arrest warrants for misdemeanors within jurisdiction of the court. RETENTION: 4 years after
issuance.

Retention Note: Prior to the purging and disposal of any unserved arrest warrants under this
item number, the warrants must be dismissed by the judge in a manner permitted by law. If a
judge dismisses unserved warrants at any time prior to 4 years after issuance, they still must be
retained until the expiration of the retention period.

3) Parking or pedestrian violation tickets that have been cleared by payment, dismissal, or other action.
RETENTION: 6 months. (Exempt from destruction request requirement, unless the tickets must be,
retained for FE + 3 years)

Retention Note: It is an exception to the 6-month retention period that if the tickets are used
as vouchers for direct posting to receipt journals or ledgers, the tickets must be retained for FE + 3
years.

d) Examining trial case papers. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request requirement)

Retention Note: If copies of statutory warnings are maintained only as carbons in bound volumes, the
volumes must be retained for 5 years after last entry.
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2350-04 DOCKETS AND DOCKET SHEETS

Retention Notes: a) The retention periods in this record group also apply to docket sheets or the record
equivalent in purpose to a docket_in those courts that do not maintain dockets in bound volumes. .

b) If any docket listed under (a)-(f) contains records of inquests, it must be retained permanently.

a) Civil docket (including small claims and scire facias). RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules
of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

b) Criminal docket (including traffic offenses and violations of municipal ordinances). RETENTION: 5 years.

c) Civil and criminal docket (recording cases of both types in one volume). RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By
rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

d) Administrative hearing docket. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure,
Rule 26.]

e) Execution docket. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

f) Examining trial dockets. RETENTION: 5 years.

g) Call dockets or docket sheets or any other working copy or preliminary version of a docket or docket sheet for the
use of clerks, bailiffs, or judges before entry of the information into any of the dockets noted under (a)-(f).
RETENTION: AV after entry of information into court docket. (Exempt from destruction request requirement)

2350-05 FEE BOOKS - Books or ledgers detailing fees or costs accrued in cases heard by the court and status of payment
or waiver of costs or fees, if maintained separately from dockets. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

2350-06 JURY RECORDS

a) Jury venire lists. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request requirement)

b) Juror information and reply forms. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request requirement)

2350-07 PROCESS LOGS/ PROCESS REGISTERS - Stub books, carbon books, logs, or registers listing
warrants, subpoenas, summonses, or citations issued by or under the authority of the court. RETENTION: 5 years.

2350-08 REPORTS TO STATE AGENCIES

a) Statistical reports to the Texas Judicial Council. RETENTION: 3 years.

b) Reports of motor carrier convictions (State Comptroller Form 40-109 or equivalent). RETENTION: AV.
(Exempt from destruction request requirement)

c) Traffic conviction abstracts and reports of death arising from traffic accidents submitted to the Texas Department
of Public Safety. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request requirement)

2350-09 WITNESS RECORD - Register of witnesses subpoenaed, attached, or recognized in criminal cases, if
maintained separately from the criminal dockets. RETENTION: 5 years.

PART 2: INQUEST RECORDS

2375-01 FIRE INQUEST RECORDS

a) Case papers. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request requirement)
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b) Docket or record. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2375-02 INQUEST RECORDS

a) Case papers.

1) Arising from inquests or inquest hearings initiated August 31, 1987 or earlier. RETENTION: Destroy
at option. (Exempt from destruction request requirement)

2) Arising from inquests or inquest hearings initiated September 1, 1987 and after. RETENTION:
PERMANENT. [By law - Code of Criminal Procedure, art. 49.15(b).]

Retention Note: Prior to September 1, 1987 case papers arising from an inquest were forwarded
by the justice to the district clerk. Since that date case papers are retained and become a part of the
inquest docket or record and only an inquest summary report is forwarded. The only case papers
retained by a justice of the peace or other magistrate before September 1, 1987 are likely to be
copies of materials forwarded Creation and retention of copies was not required by law.

b) Docket or record. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By law - Code of Criminal Procedure, art. 49.15(b).]

PART 3: VITAL STATISTICS RECORDS

Retention Notes: a) Since 1927, each justice of the peace precinct serves as a primary registration district,for the registry
of births and deaths, unless, by agreement, the county clerk assumes primary registration duties. The records in this section
arise from the duties ofjustice of the peace as a local registrar.

b) This section applies to and is binding upon city clerks or secretaries who serve as local registrars of vital statistics.

2400-01 BIRTH AND DEATH RECORD (combination of the Birth Record and Death Record). RETENTION:
PERMANENT. [By law - Health and Safety Code, Section 191.026.]

2400-02 BIRTH RECORD (REGISTER OF BIRTHS) - Recorded or bound duplicate copies of birth certificates,
delayed birth certificates, or amended birth certificates. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By law - Health and Safety Code,
Section 191.026.]

2400-03 BURIAL TRANSIT PERMIT RECORDS - Stubs, copies, or lists of burial transit permits issued.
RETENTION: 2 years.

2400-04 DEATH RECORD (REGISTER OF DEATHS) - Recorded or bound duplicate copies of death certificates,
fetal death certificates, or amended death certificates. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By law -)::ralth and Safety Code,
Section 191.026.]

2400-05 DISINTERMENT RECORD

a) Copies of disinterment permits. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Applications for permits. RETENTION: 2 years.

2400-06 NOTIFICATIONS OF DEATH OF PERSONS UNDER 55 - Abstracts, transcripts, or copies of death
certificates from the Bureau of Vital Statistics of persons under age 55 (or under 18 prior to May 1987), whose birth
certificates are recorded in an office of a local registrar. RETENTION: Until notation made in Birth Record. (Exempt from
destruction request requirement)

2400-07 REPORTS OF DEATH - Reports of death filed by funeral directors or persons acting as such. RETENTION:
Until receipt of death certificate. (Exempt from destruction request requirement)
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PART 4: MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS

Retention Note: For financial, personnel, or administrative records of a justice or municipal court not listed in this
section see Local Schedule GR.

2425-01 ACKNOWLEDGMENT RECORD - Record of acknowledgments or proofs of instruments taken by justices
of the peace. RETENTION: 10 years.

2425-02 COST DEPOSIT RECORDS - Journal, ledger, or similar records detailing receipts to and disbursements from
monies deposited to cover costs in civil proceedings. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.
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TEXAS STATE LIBRARY
AND ARCHIVES COMMISSION

LOCAL SCHEDULE CC (2nd Edition)
RETENTION SCHEDULE FOR RECORDS OF COUNTY CLERKS

This schedule establishes mandatory minimum retention periods for the records listed. No local
government office may dispose of a record listed in this schedule prior to the expiration of its retention
period. A records control schedule of a local government may not set a retention period for a record that is
less than that established for the record on this schedule. The originals of records listed in this schedule
may be disposed of prior to the expiration of the stated minimum retention period if they have been
microfilmed or electronically stored pursuant to the provisions of the Local Government Code, Chapter
204 or Chapter 205, as applicable, and rules of the Texas State Library and Archives Commission adopted
under authority of those chapters. Actual disposal of such records by a local government or an elective
county office is subject to the policies and procedures of its records management program.

Destruction of local government records contrary to the provisions of the Local Government Records Act
of 1989 and administrative rules adopted under its authority, including this schedule, is a Class A
misdemeanor and, under certain circumstances, a third degree felony (Penal Code, Section 37.10).
Anyone destroying local government records without legal authorization may also be subject to criminal
penalties and fines under the Open Records Act (Government Code, Chapter 552).

INTRODUCTION

The Government Code, Section 441.158, provides that the Texas State Library and Archives Commission
shall issue records retention schedules for each type of local government, including a schedule for records
common to all types of local government. The law provides further that each schedule must state the
retention period prescribed by federal or state law, rule of court, or regulation for a record for which a
period is prescribed; and prescribe retention periods for all other records, which periods have the same
effect as if prescribed by law after the records retention schedule is adopted as a rule of the commission.

Local Schedule CC sets mandatory minimum retention periods for records series (identified in the Records
Series Title column) maintained by county clerks. It also sets retention periods for the records of county
surveyors, maintained by law by county clerks in those counties in which the office has been abolished,
and for the records of defunct offices of county superintendents of schools, which are customarily
maintained by county clerks. If the retention period for a record is established in a federal or state law,
rule of court, or regulation, a citation to the relevant provision is given; if no citation is given, the authority
for the retention period is this schedule.

The retention period for a record applies to the record regardless of the medium in which it is maintained.
Some records listed in this schedule are maintained electronically in many offices, but electronically stored
data used to create in any manner a record or the functional equivalent of a record as described in this

P. O. Box 12927 • Austin, Texas • 78711-2927 •(512) 452-9242



At

Effective October 20, 1997

schedule must be retained, along with the hardware and software necessary to access the data, for the
retention period assigned to the record, unless backup copies of the data generated from electronic storage
are retained inpaper or on microfilm for the retention period.

Unless otherwise stated, the retention period for a record is in calendar years from the date of its creation.
The retention period, again unless otherwise noted, applies only to an official record as distinct from
convenience or working copies created for informational purposes. Where several copies are maintained,
each local government should decide which shall be the official record and in which of its divisions or
departments it will be maintained. Local governments in their records management programs should
establish policies and procedures to provide for the systematic disposal of copies.

If a record described in this schedule is maintained in a bound volume of a type in which pages are not
designed to be removed, the retention period, unless otherwise stated, dates from the date of last entry.

If two or more records listed in this schedule are maintained together by a local government and are not
severable, the combined record must be retained for the length of time of the component with the longest
retention period. A record whose minimum retention period on this schedule has not yet expired and is less
than permanent may be disposed of if it has been so badly damaged by fire, water, or insect or rodent
infestation as to render it unreadable, or if portions of the information in the record have been so
thoroughly destroyed that remaining portions are unintelligible. If the retention period for the record is
permanent on this schedule, authority to dispose of the damaged'record must be obtained from the director
and librarian of the Texas State Library. The Request for Authority to Destroy Unscheduled Records
(Form SLR 501) should be used for this purpose.

Requests for Authority to Destroy Unscheduled Records (SLR 501), whose submission to the director and
librarian of the Texas State Library is required by the Local Government Code, Section 203.045, need not
be filed for records shown as exempt from the requirement.

Certain records listed in this schedule are assigned the retention period of AV (as long as administratively
valuable). This retention period affords local governments the maximum amount of discretion in
determining a specific retention period for the record described. Although AV may be used as a retention
period on a records control schedule of a local government, it is in the best interests of any records
management program that fixed retention periods be assigned for each records series. AV records tend to
accumulate and go unmanaged.

AMENDMENT NOTICE

An item number that is preceded by an asterisk (*) indicates either that the retention period or the
description of the record series has been changed from that which appeared in the edition of Local
Schedule CC, effective November 1, 1994, or the records series is new to this schedule. An asterisk is
also used before a retention note that has been amended or added at the beginning of the schedule or any of
its parts or sections. Changes to legal citations or non-substantive editorial changes are not noted.
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS SCHEDULE
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the instrument; or if recorded, of all instruments in volume
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US - Until superseded
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RECORDS OF COUNTY CLERKS

Retention Notes: a) TEXAS COUNTY RECORDS MANUAL RENDERED WITHOUT EFFECT - The adoption and
issuance of the first edition of this schedule by the Texas State Library and Archives Commission rendered without effect
Volume I of the Texas County Records Manual as amended through February 15, 1993. County clerks should not use any
part of the Texas County Records Manual to determine minimum retention periods or the requirements of local government
records laws.

b) USE OF LOCAL SCHEDULE GR (Records Common to All Governments) - Class 1000 (General Records), which was
part of Volume I of the Texas County Records Manual, is not included in this schedule. County clerks should use Local
Schedule GR for determining minimum retention periods for administrative, personnel, financial, and support service records
not included in this schedule.

c) DESTROYAT OPTION - The term "destroy at option" as used throughout this schedule indicates that the record is an
obsolete record no longer required by law to be maintained by county clerks. We recommend that county clerks who wish to
retain these records rather than destroy them assign definite retention periods for the records on their records control schedules.

PART 1: COUNTY CLERK AS CLERK TO
COMMISSIONERS COURT

SECTION 1-1: RECORDS OF PROCEEDINGS

1100-01 BOARD OF EQUALIZATION MINUTES - Proceedings of commissioners court sitting as a board of
equalization. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1100-01a COMMISSIONERS COURT AGENDAS AND OPEN MEETING NOTICES. RETENTION: 2
years. [By law - Government Code, Section 551.104(a) for agendas of closed meetings.]

1100-02 COMMISSIONERS COURT DOCKET - Register of petitions, applications, and claims filed.

a) If information is duplicated in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-03]. RETENTION: 5 years after last entry.

b) If information is not duplicated in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-03]. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1100-03 COMMISSIONERS COURT MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1100-04 COMMISSIONERS COURT MINUTES (AUDIO AND VIDEOTAPES)

a) Audio or videotapes of proceedings in open meetings:

1) Audiotapes from which written minutes are prepared. RETENTION: 90 days after approval of the
minutes by the commissioners court. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2) Audiotapes from which written minutes are not prepared. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Audiotapes of closed meetings. RETENTION: 2 years. [By law - Government Code, Section 551.104(a).]

c) Audiotapes of workshop sessions in which votes are not made and written minutes are not required by law to be
taken. RETENTION: 2 years.

1100-05 COMMISSIONERS COURT MINUTES ( NOTES) - Notes taken during meetings to aid in the
preparation of minutes. RETENTION: 90 days after approval of the minutes by the commissioners court. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)
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1100-06 COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS

a) If recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes or in a separate volume of proceedings [1100-03]. RETENTION:
AV after recording. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) If not recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes or in a separate volume of proceedings [1100-03].
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1100-07 COMMISSIONERS COURT, PETITIONS TO. RETENTION: 2 years after consideration by the court.
(Review before disposal; some petitions relating to significant events in a county may have historical value. This schedule
recommends, but does not require, that such original petitions that have not been recorded in one of the permanent records
listed in this section be retained PERMANENTLY.)

1100-08 HOSPITAL DISTRICT BOARD MINUTES - Proceedings of commissioners court sitting as a board of
managers of a county hospital district. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

0-09 TEMPORARY BOARD AND COMMISSION MINUTES - Proceedings of temporary boards or
commissions appointed by commissioners court. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1100-10 COMMISSIONERS COURT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION - One copy of each document of any
type submitted to a meeting of commissioners court for consideration, approval, or other action, if such action is reflected in
the minutes of a meeting. RETENTION: 2 years. (Review before disposal; some supporting documentation, not already
required to be maintained permanently elsewhere in this or other commission schedules, may merit permanent retention for
historical reasons.)

Retention Note: The retention periods for many of the documents submitted to commissioners court for action
are established elsewhere in this or other commission schedules and are often longer than the 2-year retention period
for supporting documentation set here. The 2-year retention requirement does not override a longer retention
requirement set elsewhere, but rather is meant to ensure that all documents presented for action by commissioners
court are retained at least two years. This schedule does not require that supporting documentation be maintained
together, but the retention by a county clerk of one set of the documents submitted at each meeting for two years
would ensure satisfaction of the minimum retention requirement. County clerks should exercise caution in disposing
of supporting documentation to avoid destruction of the record copy of a document for which they are custodian
before the expiration of its retention period.

SECTION 1-2: FINANCIAL RECORDS

1125-01 ACCOUNT OF OCCUPATION TAX RECEIPTS - Statements of account from the State Comptroller to
commissioners court showing amount of occupation taxes collected by the county. RETENTION: Destroy at option.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1125-02 ANNUAL FEE REPORTS - Annual statements of fees, costs, and commissions earned, collected, and owed by
district, county, and precinct officers. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1125-03 ANNUAL REPORTS OF SINKING FUNDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library.)

1125-04 APPLICATIONS FOR DEPUTIES - Applications by officials for the appointment of deputies and assistants.
RETENTION: 1 year after appointment or denial of application. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

1125-05 AUDITOR'S REPORTS

a) Monthly or other partial year reports. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

b) Annual reports. RETENTION: PERMANENT.
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* 1125-06 BANKING RECORDS - Bank statements, canceled or digitized images of checks, check registers, deposit
slips, debit and credit notices, reconciliations, notices of interest earned, etc. of a county clerk. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

1125-07 BIDS AND BID DOCUMENTATION - Original bid documentation maintained by county clerks in counties
without county auditors or county purchasing agents.

a) Requests for proposals and successful bids, including invitations to bid, bid bonds and affidavits, bid sheets, and
similar supporting documentation. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

* Retention Note: If a formal written contract is the result of a request for proposal or successful bid,
the request for proposal or successful bid and its supporting documentation must be retained for the same
period as the contract. See item number 1125-12.

b) Unsuccessful bids. RETENTION: 2 years.

c) Informal bid records, such as requests for quotations or estimates, for the procurement of goods or services for
which state law or local policy does not require the formal letting of bids. RETENTION:, 1 year. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1125-08 BOND REGISTERS

a) If bond registers are duplicates of those maintained by the county treasurer or the county auditor. RETENTION:
AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

*-b) If bond registers are not duplicates of those maintained by the county treasurer or the county auditor.
RETENTION: FE of cancellation of last bond under issue + 5 years.

Retention Note: Prior to disposal, bond registers shall be appraised by the records management officer
for historical value and those determined by the records management officer to merit retention for historical
reasons must be retained permanently. Older bond registers from a time when the government itself or a
local bank handled the issuance and payment of bonds often contain the names of local residents who
subscribed to the bond issue. These registers usually merit permanent retention for historical reasons.

1125-09 BONDS AND COUPONS - Canceled or unsold bonds, bond interest paying coupons, and similar instruments
of paid bonded indebtedness, including lists of bonds and coupons to be destroyed.

a) Any unsold and undelivered bonds that have been printed, but the authority to issue which has been revoked by an
election. RETENTION: See retention note. [By law - Revised Civil Statutes, art. 717g(2).] (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

Retention Note: Must be canceled and burned after canvass of election returns indicates revocation of
the bond issue has been approved by the electorate.

b) Canceled bonds or coupons in the possession of the county depository or another entity acting as paying agent for
the bond issue. RETENTION: See retention note. [By law - Revised Civil Statutes, art. 7171-1.] (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

Retention Note: Commissioners courts may enter into contract with a depository or other entity for
destruction of bonds or coupons provided that a) I year has elapsed since the bond or coupon was paid; and
b) 90 days have elapsed since the depository or other agent has filed with the commissioners court or the
county treasurer a list identifying the certificate, bond, interest coupon, or other evidence of indebtedness to
be destroyed. The list submitted by the depository or other agency must be retained for 1 year after the
destruction of the bonds or coupons and is exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library.

c) Canceled bonds or coupons in the possession of a county clerk. RETENTION: 1 year after payment. (Exempt
from, destruction request to the Texas State Library)
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1125-10 CLAIMS - Bills, invoices, and other claims requesting payment for goods or services rendered.

a) In counties without an auditor or in counties with an auditor in which the county clerk retains the original claims
as clerk to the commissioners court. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

b) In counties with an auditor in which the county clerk retains copies and the county auditor the original claims.
RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1125-11 CONTRACT RECORD - Recorded contracts, leases, or agreements entered into by the county. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

* 1125-12 CONTRACTS, LEASES, AND AGREEMENTS - Contracts, leases, and agreements entered into by the
county, including reports, correspondence, performance bonds, and similar records relating to their negotiation, administration,
renewal, ortermination, except construction contracts. For construction contracts, see item number 1075-16 in Local
Schedule GR (Records Common to All Local Governments). RETENTION: 4 years after the expiration or termination of
the instrument according to its terms.

1125-13 COUNTY BUDGETS - Annual, supplemental, and special budgets, including amendments. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

.1125-14 COUNTY DEPOSITORY PLEDGE CONTRACTS - Pledge contracts with banks acting as depositories
for county or court trust funds, including any lists and amounts of securities, pledged, notices of additional pledges,
reconciliation papers, and similar documents relating to the contract. RETENTION: 4 years after the expiration of
termination of the contract according to its terms.

1125-15 DEPOSIT WARRANTS - Copies or stub books of deposit warrants issued by the county clerk for monies
deposited in county funds or accounts. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1125-16 FINANCE LEDGER - Record of credits to and debits from the various accounts and funds administered by
county officials, maintained by county clerks in counties without county auditors.

* 1) Fiscal years for which an annual audit report (see item numbers 1125-05 and 1125-17) exists. RETENTION:
FE + 5 years.

Retention Note: Prior to disposal, finance ledgers shall be appraised by the records management officer
for historical value and those determined by the records management officer to merit retention for historical
reasons must be retained permanently.

2) Fiscal years for which an annual audit report (see item numbers 1125-05 and 1125-17) does not exist.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1125-17 INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORTS - Audit reports by an auditor other than the cbunty auditor.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1125-18 MINUTES OF ACCOUNTS ALLOWED (CLAIM MINUTES). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1125-19 MINUTES OF TREASURERS REPORT. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1125-20 MONTHLY EXPENSE REPORTS - Monthly statements by district, county, and precinct officers of
expenses incurred. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1125-21 PRISONER EXPENSE REPORTS - Reports concerning expenses incurred for the safekeeping or
maintenance of county prisoners. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.
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* 1125-22 PUBLIC HOSPITAL BOND RECORD - Record of bonds issued by a public hospital district if, by law,
the county clerk maintains the record. RETENTION: FE of cancellation of last bond under issue + 5 years.

Retention Note: Prior to disposal, bond records shall be appraised by the records management offtcer for
historical value and those determined by the records management officer to merit retention for historical reasons must
be retained permanently. Older bond records from a time when the government itself or a local bank handled the
issuance and payment of bonds often contain the names of local residents who subscribed to the bond issue. These
bond records usually merit permanent retention for historical reasons.

1125-23 REPORTS OF COLLECTIONS - Reports of collections submitted by district, county, and precinct officers.
RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1125-24 TREASURER'S MONTHLY REPORTS. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1125-25 TREASURER'S QUARTERLY REPORTS. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1125-26 VITAL STATISTICS REPORTS - Reports from the State Registrar certifying the number of birth, death,
and fetal death certificates filed by each local registrar. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

SECTION 1-3: ROAD RECORDS

1175-01 DRAINAGE CONSTRUCTION REPORTS - Reports on the construction of ditches and canals by private
corporations. RETENTION: 5 years.

1175-02 HIGHWAY FUND ANNUAL REPORTS - Annual reports to the State Treasurer detailing how monies from
county road funds were spent. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1175-04 JURY OF VIEW REPORTS - Reports of juries of view appointed to oversee the laying out or alteration of
county roads and ditches.

a) Originals of reports that have been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-03] or Road Minutes [1175-
09]. RETENTION: AV after recording. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Originals of reports that have not been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-03] or Road Minutes
[1175-091. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1175-05 ORDERS FOR APPOINTMENT OF JURIES OF VIEW. RETENTION: Destroy at option after
submission of report of jury of view. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library) '

1175-06 ROAD COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

a) Originals of reports that have been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-03] or Road Minutes [1175-
09]. RETENTION: AV after recording. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Originals of reports that have not been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-03] or Road Minutes
[1175-09]. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1175-07 ROAD CONSTRUCTION SURETY BONDS - Surety bonds filed by owners of real estate subdivisions for
the construction of streets and roads. RETENTION: Effective life of bond + 5 years.
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* 1175-08 ROAD DISTRICT BOND RECORD. RETENTION: FE of cancellation of last bond under issue + 5
years.

Retention Note: Prior to disposal, bond records shall be appraised by the records management officer for
historical value and those determined by the records management officer to merit retention for historical reasons must
be retained permanently. Older bond records from a time when the government itselfor a local bank handled the
issuance and payment of bonds often contain the names of local residents who subscribed to the bond issue. These
bond records usually merit permanent retention for historical reasons.

1175-09 ROAD MINUTES - Proceedings of commissioners court relating to county roads and ditches.

a) Any volume containing minutes of proceedings and actions concerning road matters. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

b) Any volume containing recorded copies of road petitions; orders for juries of view; or reports of juries of view or
road overseers, supervisors, or commissioners. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

c) Any volume containing only a record of appointments of or commissions issued to road overseers.
RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1175-10 ROAD OVERSEERS ANNUAL REPORTS

a) Originals of reports that have been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-03] or Road Minu'tes [1175-
09]. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Originals of reports that have not been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [ 1100-03] or Road Minutes
[ 1 175-09]. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1175-11 ROAD OVERSEERS COMMISSIONS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

1175-12 ROAD SUPERINTENDENTS REPORTS

a) Originals of reports that have been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-03] or Road Minutes [1175-
09]. RETENTION: AV after recording. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Originals of reports that have not been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [ 1100-03] or Road Minutes
[1175-09]. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1175-13 ROAD SUPERVISORS REPORTS

a) Originals of reports that have been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-03] or Road Minutes [1175-
09]. RETENTION: AV after recording. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Originals of reports that have not been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-03] or Road Minutes
[1175-09]. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1175-14 STATE HIGHWAY BIDS - Copies of bids submitted to the Texas Department of Transportation or its
predecessors for construction or improvement of state highways. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)
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1175-15 SURVEY REPORTS - Reports, including surveys, specifications, and cost estimates, submitted by surveyors
or the county engineer to commissioners court on the construction or repair of county roads and bridges and county-owned
drainage ditches.

a) Originals of reports and associated papers that have been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-03],
Road Minutes [ 1175-09], or Plat Record [ 1275-17]. RETENTION: AV after recording. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

b) Originals of reports and associated papers that have not been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes [1100-
03], Road Minutes [1175-09], or Plat Record [1275-17]. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

SECTION 1-4: RECORDS OF WATER DISTRICTS

1200-01 COMMISSIONERS COURT PROCEEDINGS CONCERNING WATER DISTRICTS -
Proceedings, findings, orders, and declarations of commissioners court or a joint board concerning drainage, fresh water
supply, irrigation, levee improvement, navigation, self liquidating navigation, stormwater control, water control and
improvement, water control and preservation, and water improvement districts. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

Retention Note: Originals of any of these documents that have been recorded in Commissioners Court Minutes
[1100-03] or in a separate volume of proceedings need only be kept as long as administratively valuable and are
exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library.

1200-02 DRAINAGE DISTRICT ANNUAL MAINTENANCE REPORTS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1200-03 DRAINAGE DISTRICT BOND AGREEMENTS - Agreements between commissioners court and district
bondholders for retirement of bonds of dissolved districts. RETENTION: Retirement of all bonds of district + 7 years.

1200-04. DRAINAGE DISTRICT CIVIL ENGINEER REPORTS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1200-05 FRESH WATER SUPPLY DISTRICT BOARD RESOLUTIONS - Copies of resolutions of district
boards adding or excluding land from districts, redefining boundaries, or discharging liability of taxpayers in excluded territory.

a) Recorded copies. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Filed copies. RETENTION: AV after recording. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1200-06 IRRIGATION DISTRICT CREATION AND DISSOLUTION ORDERS - Filed and recorded copies of
the orders of district boards creating or dissolving districts.

a) Recorded copies. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Filed copies. RETENTION: AV after recording. ( Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1200-07 IRRIGATION DISTRICTS, RECORDS OF DISSOLVED - Records of dissolved irrigation districts.
RETENTION: See retention note. [By law - Water Code, Section 58.828.]

Retention Note: State law requires that a county clerk, after obtaining custody of the records of a dissolved
irrigation district, contact the director and librarian of the Texas State Library to arrange for the transfer of the records
to the custody of the Texas State Library and Archives Commission.

1200-08 LEVEE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT RECLAMATION PLANS. RETENTION: 3 years.

1200-09 PRIVATE WATER COMPANY ANNUAL REPORTS - Annual operations and financial reports of
private water companies in counties over 1,500,000. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1200-10 STORMWATER CONTROL DISTRICT STORMWATER PLANS. RETENTION: 3 years.
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1200-11 TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION COMMISSION ORDERS CONCERNING
WATER DISTRICTS - Copies of orders, findings, reports, and decisions from the Texas Natural Resource Conservation
Commission or its predecessors relating to the creation and formation of irrigation, levee improvement, stormwater control,
underground water conservation, water control and improvement, and water improvement districts. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1200-12 WATER ADJUDICATION CASE PAPERS - Documentation received from the Texas Natural Resource
Conservation Commission or its predecessors; and copies of documents and correspondence submitted to the Commission
involving water rights adjudications to which the county is a party or in which the county has an interest. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1200-13 WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS, RECORDS OF DISSOLVED -
Records of dissolved water control and improvement districts. RETENTION: See retention note. [By law - Water Code,
Section 51.828.] ,

Retention Note: State law requires that a county clerk, after obtaining custody of the records of a dissolved water
control and improvement district, contact the director and librarian of the Texas State Library to arrange for the
transfer of the records to the custody of the Texas State Library and Archives Commission.

1200-14 WATER CONTROL AND PRESERVATION DISTRICT . BOND RESOLUTIONS. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1200-15 WATER DISTRICT ANNUAL AUDIT REPORTS. RETENTION: 3 years.

1200-16 WATER DISTRICT ANNUAL FINANCIAL DORMANCY AFFIDAVITS. RETENTION: 3 years.

1200-17 WATER DISTRICT ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORTS. RETENTION: 3 years.

1200-18 WATER DISTRICT PROCEEDINGS RECORD - Recorded proceedings of irrigation, underground water
conservation, and water control and improvement district boards and of all orders or decrees of any court affecting the creation,
boundaries, or validity of the districts. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

* 1200-19 WATER DISTRICT BOND RECORD - Bond record of drainage and water control and preservation
districts. RETENTION: FE of cancellation of last bond under issue + 5 years.

Retention Note: Prior to disposal, bond records shall be appraised by the records management officer for
historical value and those determined by the records management officer to merit retention for historical reasons must
be retained permanently. Older bond records from a time when the government itself or a local bank handled the
issuance and payment of bonds often contain the names of local residents who subscribed to the bond issue. These
bond records usually merit permanent retention for historical reasons.

1200-20 WATER DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS OF APPRAISEMENT REPORTS - Final reports of
commissioners of appraisement for taxation on benefit basis in irrigation, levee improvement, water control and
improvement, and water improvement districts. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1200-21 WATER DISTRICT CONDEMNATION DECREES - Certified final decrees of condemnation rendered by
levee improvement, navigation, and water control and improvement district tribunals in eminent domain proceedings.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1200-22 WATER DISTRICT CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS - Construction contracts of drainage, irrigation,
navigation, self-liquidating navigation, water control and improvement, water control and preservation, and water
improvement districts.

a) Recorded copies. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Filed copies. RETENTION: AV after recording. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1200-23 WATER DISTRICT CREATION REVIEW REPORTS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.
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1200-24 WATER DISTRICT DISSOLUTION TAX RECEIPTS - Dissolution tax receipts of drainage, irrigation,
water control and improvement, and water improvement districts. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1200-25 WATER DISTRICT FINANCIAL STATUS REPORTS - Reports on financial status of drainage and
navigation districts made by the county treasurer by order of commissioners court. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1200-26 WATER DISTRICT INFORMATION FORMS - Information forms and boundary maps of each water
district in a county whose principal function is to provide water and sewer services, including any statements of amendment or
dissolution. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1200-27 WATER DISTRICT JUDGMENTS - Certified judgments from district or higher courts on appeal from
decisions of commissioners court relating to the creation of irrigation, levee improvement, and water control and
improvement districts. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1200-28 WATER DISTRICT PETITIONS AND ORDERS TO ADD LAND - Filed and recorded petitions, to add
land to drainage, irrigation, municipal utility, regional water, special utility, and water control and improvement districts
granted by district boards.

a) Recorded copies. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Filed copies. RETENTION: AV after recording. ( Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1200-29 WATER DISTRICT RATE STATEMENTS - Rate statements of municipal utility and regional utility
districts under contract with cities concerning water and sewer rates with accompanying maps or plats of the districts.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1200-30 WATER DISTRICT SEMI-ANNUAL REPORTS - Semi-annual reports of drainage and water
improvement districts. RETENTION: 3 years.

1200-31 WATER DISTRICT TENTATIVE DISSOLUTION TAX ROLLS - Tentative dissolution tax rolls of
irrigation and water control and improvement districts. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

1200-32 WATER DISTRICT TRUSTEE'S REPORTS - Final accounts and reports to commissioners court by the
county treasurer as trustee of dissolved drainage and water improvement districts or by the trustees of dissolved levee
improvement districts. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

SECTION 1-5: MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS

1225-01 BOARD OF EQUALIZATION NOTICES - Copies of notices sent to property owners notifying them of
impending changes in land valuation. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1225-02 CHARGES AGAINST COUNTY HEALTH OFFICERS - Charges or complaints against county health
officers filed with commissioners court by the state. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)

1225-03 COUNTY AUDITORIUM ANNUAL BUDGETS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1225-04 COUNTY BUILDING AUTHORITY ANNUAL BUDGETS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1225-05 COUNTY BUILDING AUTHORITY QUARTERLY REPORTS. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.
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* 1225-06 COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER REPORTS. RETENTION: 1 year, but see retention note. (Exempt
from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

Retention Note: Prior to disposal, county health officers reports shall be appraised by the records management
officer for historical value and those determined by the records management officer to merit retention for historical
reasons must be retained permanently. Some reports from county health officers, especially from the period 1909 to
about 1930, dealing with the control and quarantine of epidemic diseases such as yellow fever may have historical
value.

1225-07 COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION REPORTS AND SURVEYS. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1225-07a COUNTY AND REGIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY ANNUAL REPORTS. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1225=08 COUNTY MUSEUM ANNUAL BUDGETS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1225-09 COUNTY NURSE MONTHLY REPORTS. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)

1225-09a COUNTY PARK BOARD ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORTS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1225-10 EXTENSION AND DEMONSTRATION AGENTS' REPORTS - Monthly and annual reports of county
agricultural extension agents and county home demonstration agents. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

1225-11 ENCLOSED SCHOOL LAND REPORTS - Annual reports to commissioners court by county surveyor on
number of sections of school land sold and enclosed during the year. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1225-12 FERRY LICENSE APPLICATIONS - Original applications and/or copies of licenses issued to ferrymen,
launch pilots, or branch pilots.

a) Those dated 1910 and before. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Those dated 1911 and later. RETENTION: Termination, expiration, or denial of license + 4 years.

1225-13 GLANDERS APPRAISEMENT REPORTS - Reports of appraisement of horses, mules, and asses affected
with glanders submitted by committees of appraisement. RETENTION: 2 years.

1225-14 HOSPITAL BOARD OR DISTRICT REPORTS

a) Quarterly and other partial year reports. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

b) Annual reports. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1225-15 INSURANCE POLICIES ON COUNTY PROPERTY. RETENTION: 4 years after the expiration or
termination of the policy according to its terms.

1225-16 INVENTORIES OF COUNTY PROPERTY

(a) Capital asset equipment or property inventories (including sequential number property logs). RETENTION:
US + 3 years.

(b) Inventory records (parts and supplies). RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)
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* 1225-17 LEGAL OPINIONS - Copies of legal opinions rendered to commissioners court, the county judge, or the
county clerk by a county or district attorney. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

Retention Note: For the record copies of the opinions maintained permanently by county and district attorneys,
see item number 1000-30 in Local Schedule GR (Records Common to All Local Governments).

1225-18 LIVESTOCK AUCTION COMMISSION MERCHANTS, QUARTERLY REPORTS OF.
RETENTION: 2 years.

1225-19 MOSQUITO CONTROL DISTRICT BIANNUAL REPORTS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1225-20 ODOMETER READINGS - Monthly reports of odometer readings of county-owned vehicles used by the
county sheriff or deputies. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1225-21 PAUPER APPLICATIONS - Applications and petitions by persons requesting to be declared paupers and
eligible for county aid, and similar applications by needy mothers. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1225-22 PAUPER RECORD (INDIGENT RECORD) - Record of payments or allowances made to paupers or needy
mothers by the commissioners court. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

* 1225-23 PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT RECORDS - Records series item number withdrawn. See item number
1075-16 in Local Schedule GR (Records Common to All Local Governments)

1225-24 RECORD OF INMATES - Register of inmates of county poorhouses or asylums. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1225-25 REPORTS OF ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED (BUTCHERS REPORTS)

1) Originals of reports that have been recorded in Record of Animals Slaughtered [1475-14]. RETENTION:
Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2) Originals of reports that have not been recorded in Record of Animals Slaughtered [1475-14]. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1225-26 RURAL FIRE PREVENTION DISTRICT ANNUAL REPORTS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1225-27 SCALP BOUNTY RECORDS - All documents relating to the payment of scalp bounties by commissioners
court. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1225-28 SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL PERMIT RECORDS - Applications, copies of permits, and other
documentation related to the issuance of permits by the county for the operation of facilities for the processing, storage, or
disposal of solid waste. RETENTION: Expiration, cancellation, or denial of permit + 3 years.

1225-29 SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL PLANS AND REGULATIONS - Plans and regulations concerning the
handling, transport, processing, storage, or disposal of solid waste in the county. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1225-29a SURPLUS AND SALVAGE PROPERTY REPORTS - Reports on county surplus or salvaged property
sold by competitive bid or at auction or destroyed. RETENTION: 1 year. [By law - Local Government Code, Section 263-
155(b).] (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1225-30 TICK ERADICATION INSPECTION REPORTS. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

1225-31 TUBERCULOSIS CONTROL BOARD QUARTERLY REPORTS. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.
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1225-32 WRECK-MASTER SALVAGE REPORTS

a) Reports dated 1910 and earlier. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Reports dated 1911 and later. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

SECTION 1-6: RECORDS OF THE COUNTY JUDGE

1250-01 ACKNOWLEDGMENT RECORD - Record of acknowledgments or proofs of instruments taken by the
county judge as ex-officio notary public. RETENTION: 10 years.

1250-02 ANNUAL FEE REPORTS. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

1250-03, CASH RECEIPTS. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1250-04 CONVICT LABOR RECORD - Register of convicts doing work for the county or hired out to individuals and
firms for private work. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1250-05 DAILY CASH BOOK OR REPORTS. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1250-06 DEPOSIT WARRANTS - Copies of deposit warrants issued by the county clerk or the county treasurer for
monies deposited in any funds or accounts of the county judge. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1250-07 FEE BOOK. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

1250-08 MONTHLY EXPENSE REPORTS. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

* 1250-09 OPEN RECORDS REQUESTS - Written open records requests, including those sent by electronic mail or
facsimile, submitted to a county judge, including correspondence and other documentation relating to the requests.

a) Approved requests. RETENTION: Approval of request + 1 year. [Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library]

b) Denied requests. RETENTION: Denial of request + 2 years.

1250-10 REPORTS OF COLLECTIONS (MONTHLY FEE REPORTS). RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

PART 2: COUNTY CLERK AS RECORDER

SECTION 2-1: PROPERTY RECORDS

1275-01 ALIEN OWNED LAND RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-02 APPLICATION RECORD - ACTUAL SETTLER. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-03 APPLICATION RECORD - ADDITIONAL LANDS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-04 BILL OF SALE RECORD (PERSONAL PROPERTY RECORD). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-05 BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS, MINUTES OF (REGISTER OF HEADRIGHT
CERTIFICATES). RETENTION: PERMANENT.
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1275-06 BURNED DEED RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-07 CEMETERY RECORDS - Deeds, plats, and all other records relating to cemeteries situated in county,
including any lists of persons buried. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-08 CLASSIFICATION RECORD ( RECORD OF UNSOLD PUBLIC LANDS, SCHOOL LAND
SALE RECORD). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-09 CONDOMINIUM RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-10 COUNTY DEEDS, EASEMENTS, AND RIGHTS OF WAY - Originals and recorded copies of deeds to
county-owned land and instruments relating to easements and rights of way granted to the county. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1275-11 DEED RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-12 DELINQUENT TAX DEED RECORD (SHERIFF'S DEED RECORD). RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1275-13 LAND OFFICE NOTICES - Notices of forfeiture of title to or lease of public school lands due to non-payment
of interest or failure to drill offset wells.

a) Notices of forfeiture due to non-payment. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

b) Notices of forfeiture due to failure to drill offset wells. RETENTION: 90 days after notation made in Oil and
Gas Lease Record [ 1275-14] or Deed Record [ 1275-11 ]. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1275-14 OIL AND GAS LEASE RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-15 OYSTER BED CLAIMS RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-16 PATENT RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-17 PLAT RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-18 PUBLIC LAND LEASE RECORD (ABSTRACT OF LEASES OF PUBLIC LAND).
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-19 SLAVE RECORDS - Records involving the sale, purchase, capture, or liberation of slaves. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1275-20 TRANSCRIBED DEED RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-21 TRANSCRIBED SPANISH DEED RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1275-22 TRANSFER OF PROPERTY REGISTER - Record or register of property transfers, by sale or other means,
showing names of grantor and grantee, type of instrument, description of property, date filed, and the page and volume
number of the Deed Record [1275-11] in which the instrument is recorded. RETENTION: Destroy at option, but see
retention note.

Retention Note: A Transfer of Property register must be retained until a new index is compiled if an index to
the Deed Record [1275-1]J for the corresponding year or years is missing.

1275-23 VETERANS LAND BOARD NOTICES - Notices of forfeiture of land purchase contracts due to non-
payment. RETENTION: 90 days after notation made in the Deed Record [1275711]. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)
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SECTION 2-2: MORTGAGE AND LIEN RECORDS

1300-01 ABSTRACT OF JUDGMENT RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1300-02 ASSIGNMENTS OF ACCOUNT NOTICES. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1300-03 ASSIGNMENT OF ACCOUNTS REGISTER. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1300-04 ATTACHMENT LIEN RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1300-05 CHATTEL MORTGAGE ATTACHED TO REALTY REGISTER (MACHINERY MORTGAGE
REGISTER). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1300-06 CHATTEL MORTGAGE REGISTER (CHATTEL MORTGAGE RECORD). RETENTION:
Destroy.at option, but see retention note.

Retention Note: It is an exception to the retention period given, that any chattel mortgage register containing
recorded copies of chattel mortgages dated 1846-1930, 1935, 1940, 1945, and 1950, with corresponding indexes must
be retained PERMANENTLY for historical reasons.

1300-07 CHATTEL MORTGAGE RELEASES. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

1300-08 CHATTEL MORTGAGES. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

1300-09 CHATTEL MORTGAGES ATTACHED TO REALTY (MACHINERY MORTGAGES).
RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1300-10 DEED OF TRUST RECORD (MORTGAGE RECORD). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1300-11 FACTORS LIENS AND LIEN RELEASES. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1300-12 FACTORS LIEN REGISTER. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

1300-13 FEDERAL LAND BANK DEED OF TRUST RECORD (AMORTIZATION RECORD).
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1300-14 FEDERAL TAX LIEN NOTICES AND RELEASES. RETENTION: AR + 1 year.

1300-15 FEDERAL TAX LIEN RECORD. RETENTION: AR + 1 year.

1300-16 FINANCING STATEMENT FILE REGISTER - Register of financing statements and associated statements
received for filing.

a) If the register does not contain a record of filing fees collected. RETENTION: AV.

b) If the register does contain a record of filing fees collected, but the information is duplicated in a Fee Book [1525-
06]. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

c) If the register does contain a record of filing fees collected and the information is not duplicated in a Fee Book
[1525-06]. RETENTION: FE + 3 years after last entry.
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1300-17 FINANCING STATEMENTS. RETENTION: Lapse or termination + 1 year, but see retention note. [By
law - Business and Commerce Code, Sections 9.403(a) and 9.404(b).]

Retention Note: In those counties that retain the hard copy of the financing statement in an alphabetical or other
form of file in addition to the principal copy of the financing statement, both copies may be disposed of at the
expiration of the retention period.

1300-18 HOSPITAL LIEN RECORD. RETENTION: AR + 1 year.

1300-19 HOSPITAL LIENS AND LIEN RELEASES. RETENTION: AR + 1 year.

1300-20 LABORERS LIEN RECORD (EMPLOYEES LIEN RECORD). RETENTION: AR ,+ 1 year.

1300-21 LANDLORDS LIEN RECORD (RENTAL LIEN RECORD). RETENTION: AR + 1 year.

1300-22 LIS PENDENS RECORD. RETENTION: AR + 1 year.

1300-23 MECHANICS AND MATERIALMEN LIEN RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1300-23a MENTAL HEALTH LIENS AND LIEN RELEASES. RETENTION: AR + 1 year.

1300-24 PROGENY LIEN RECORD - Recorded agreements establishing liens on progeny of livestock.
RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1300-25 RELEASE RECORD - Recorded releases of mortgages, deeds of trust, liens, and other instruments affecting real
property. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1300-26 FINANCING STATEMENTS, REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION FROM - Forms requesting
information from, or copies of, financing statements or statements of assignment. RETENTION: 30 days. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library.)

1300-27 SALE OF REAL PROPERTY UNDER CONTRACT LIEN, NOTICES OF - Notices of sale of real
property under a power of sale conferred by a deed of trust or other contract lien. RETENTION: Day after date of sale. [By
law - Property Code, Section 51.002(f).] (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1300-28 SECURITY INTEREST IN FIXTURES, INDEX TO - Index to financing statements related to fixtures,

a) If only an index to financing statements related to fixtures filed from 1967 through 1973. RETENTION: AR +
1 year.

b) If an index to financing statements related to fixtures filed after 1 January 1974 and recorded in the Deed of Trust
Record [ 1300-10]. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1300-29 STATE TAX LIEN RECORD. RETENTION: AR + 1 year.

1300-30 STATE TAX LIENS AND LIEN RELEASES. RETENTION: AR + 1 year.

1300-31 UTILITY SECURITY RECORDS (AFTER ACQUIRED PROPERTY RECORDS) - Filed and
recorded security mortgages, deeds of trust, indentures, supplemental mortgages, and similar instruments, including those
containing after acquired property provisions, of public utilities and railroads.

a) Original utility security instruments filed with Chattel Mortgages Attached to Realty [1300-09], Chattel
Mortgages [1300-08], Financing Statements [1300-17], or separately, and recorded. RETENTION: Destroy at
option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Original utility security instruments filed with Chattel Mortgages Attached to Realty [1300-09], Chattel
Mortgages [1300-08], Financing Statements [1300-17], or separately and not recorded. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.
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c) Abstracts or recorded copies of utility security instruments abstracted or recorded in the Chattel Mortgages
Attached to Realty Register [1300-05], Deed of Trust Record [1300-10], or in separate volumes. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

d) Index. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1300-32 VENDORS LIEN RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

SECTION 2-3: BIRTH RECORDS

* Retention Note: Section 191.026, Health and Safety Code was amended by the 75th Legislature in 1997 by adding
subsection (e) to provide the following:

(e) The local registrar may, after the first anniversary of the date of registration of a birth, death, or fetal death, destroy the
permanent record of the birth, death, or fetal death maintained by the local registrar if.•

(1) the local registrar has access to electronic records of births, death and fetal deaths maintained by the bureau of
vital statistics; and

(2) before destroying the records, the local registrar certifies to the state registrar that each record maintained by the
local office that is to be destroyed has been verified against the records contained in the bureau's database and that
each record is included in the database or otherwise accounted for.

The permanent retention period established in this schedule and by law for item numbers 1325-03, 1325-04(b), 1325-04(d),
1325-05, 1325-06, 1325-08, 1325-11(a), 1325-11(d), 1325-13, 1325-14, and 1325-17 is not required for those county clerks
who choose to follow the option permitted by Section 191.026(e), provided they do so in accordance with procedures
developed by the Bureau of Vital Statistics of the Texas Department of Health to implement the section.

1325-01 [ Withdrawn, see 1325-04]

1325-02 BAPTISMAL AND PHYSICIANS REGISTERS - Baptismal registers, account books of physicians, or
any similar record that provides a listing of baptisms and births that have taken place in the county. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

* 1325-03 BIRTH AND DEATH RECORD (combination form of the Birth Record and the Death Record).
RETENTION: PERMANENT, but see retention note at the beginning of Section 2-3. [By law - Health and Safety Code.
Section 191.026.]

1325-04 BIRTH CERTIFICATES - Copies of birth certificates, supplementary birth certificates, delayed birth
certificates and supporting documentation, and amendments to birth certificates received by the county clerk as a local registrar
or from local registrars or the Texas Department of Health.

a) Notices of birth (1873-1876; 1903-1911) or copies of birth certificates (1911-1927) that have been recorded or
entered in the Birth Record [ 1325-08]. RETENTION: AV after recording. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

* b) Notices of birth (1873-1876; 1903-1911) or copies of birth certificates (1911-1927) that have not been recorded
or entered in the Birth Record [ 1325-08]. RETENTION: PERMANENT, but see retention note at the beginning of
Section 2-3. [By law - Health and Safety Code. Section 191.026.]

c) Copies of birth certificates (1927-current), supplementary birth certificates (1935-current), delayed birth certificates
(1939-current), or amendments to birth certificates (1927-cunent) that have been recorded in full in the Birth Record
[1325-05], the Delayed Birth Record [1325-06], or a Supplementary Birth Record [1325-08]. RETENTION: AV
after recording. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

* d) Copies of birth certificates (1927-cutrent), supplementary birth certificates (1935-current), delayed birth
certificates (1939-current), or amendments to birth certificates (1927-current) that have not been recorded in full in the
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Birth Record [1325-05], the Delayed Birth Record [1325-061, or a Supplementary Birth Record [1325-08].
RETENTION: PERMANENT, but see retention note at the beginning of Section 2-3. [By law - Health and Safety
Code. Section 191.026.]

* 1325-05 BIRTH RECORD (BIRTH REGISTER before 1912). RETENTION: PERMANENT, but see retention
note at the beginning of Section 2-3. [By law - Health and Safety Code. Section 191.026.]

* 1325-06 DELAYED BIRTH RECORD (PROBATE BIRTH RECORD). RETENTION: PERMANENT, but
see retention note at the beginning of Section 2-3. [By law - Health and Safety Code. Section 191.026.]

1325-07 ORDERS FOR CERTIFIED COPIES OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTH CERTIFICATES -
Applications for the issuance of and court orders or judge's letters authorizing the issuance of illegitimate birth certificates.
RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

* 1325-08 SUPPLEMENTARY BIRTH RECORD - Recorded or duplicate copies of supplementary birth certificates
issued as the result of adoption, legitimation, or judicial determination of paternity. RETENTION: PERMANENT, but see
retention note at the beginning of Section 2-3. [By law - Health and Safety Code. Section 191.026.]

* 1325-08a RECORD OF ISSUANCE OF CERTIFIED COPIES OR ABSTRACTS OF BIRTH
RECORDS - Record of the issuance of certified copies or abstracts of birth records showing date issued, document number,
name and address of person to whom issued, and form of identification presented by applicant. RETENTION: 3 years. [By
regulation - 25 TAC 181.28(e).]

Retention Note: The administrative rule of the Texas Department of Health setting the 3 year minimum
retention period states that the application form, with the document number inserted, may serve to document the
issuance of the copies or abstracts. For those clerks who document the issuance of the copies or abstracts by other
means, the applications need be retained only A V after the required information from the application is entered in the
alternative record of issuance.

SECTION 2-4: DEATH RECORDS

1325-09 [Withdrawn, see 1325-11]

1325-10 BURIAL TRANSIT PERMIT RECORDS (BURIAL PERMIT RECORDS) - Stubs, copies, or lists
of burial transit permits issued. RETENTION: 2 years.

1325-11 DEATH CERTIFICATES - Copies of death certificates, fetal death certificates, and amendments to death
certificates received by the county clerk as a local registrar or from local registrars or the Texas Department'of Health.

a) Notices of death (1903-1911) or copies of death certificates (1911-1927) that have been recorded or entered in the
Death Record [1325-13]. RETENTION: AV after recording. ( Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

* b) Notices of death (1903-1911) or copies of death certificates (1911-1927) that have not been recorded or entered
in the Death Record [1325-13]. RETENTION: PERMANENT, but see retention note at the beginning of Section
2-3. [By law - Health and Safety Code. Section 191.026.]

c) Copies of death certificates (1927-current), fetal death certificates (1951-current), delayed death certificates (1939-
current), or amendments to death certificates (1927-current) that have been recorded in full in the Death Record [1325-
13], the Delayed Death Record [1325-14], or a Fetal Death Record [1325-171. RETENTION: AV after recording.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

* d) Copies of death certificates (1927-current), fetal death certificates (1951-current), delayed death certificates (1939-
current), or amendments to death certificates (1927-current) that have not been recorded in full in the Death Record
[1325-13], the Delayed Death Record [1325-14], or a Fetal Death Record [1325-17]. RETENTION: PERMANENT,
but see retention note at the beginning of Section 2-3. [By law - Health and Safety Code. Section 191.026.]
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1325-12 NOTIFICATIONS OF DEATH OF PERSONS UNDER 55 - Abstracts, transcripts, or copies of death
certificates from the Bureau of Vital Statistics of persons under age 55 (or under 18 prior to May 1987) whose birth
certificates were recorded by the county clerk. RETENTION: Until notation made in Birth Record. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

* 1325-13 DEATH RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT, but see retention note at the beginning of Section 2-3.
[By law - Health and Safety Code. Section 191.026.]

* 1325-14 DELAYED DEATH RECORD (PROBATE DEATH RECORD). RETENTION: PERMANENT, but
see retention note at the beginning of Section 2-3. [By law - Health and Safety Code. Section 191.026.]

1325-15 DISINTERMENT PERMITS - Copies of disinterment permits issued by the county clerk. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1325-16 DISINTERMENT PERMITS, APPLICATIONS FOR. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt
from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

* 1325-17 FETAL DEATH RECORD (STILLBORN RECORD). RETENTION: PERMANENT, but see
retention note at the beginning of Section 2-3. [By law - Health and Safety Code. Section 191.026.]

1325-18 REPORTS OF DEATH - Reports of death filed by funeral directors or persons acting as such with the county
clerk. RETENTION: Until receipt of death certificate. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

* 1325-18a RECORD OF ISSUANCE OF CERTIFIED COPIES OR ABSTRACTS OF DEATH
RECORDS - Record of the issuance of certified copies or abstracts of death records showing date issued, document number,
name and address of person to whom issued, and form of identification presented by applicant. RETENTION: 3 years. [By
regulation - 25 TAC 181.28(e).]

Retention Note: The administrative rule of the Texas Department of Health setting the 3 year minimum
retention period states that the application form, with the document number inserted, may serve to document the
issuance of the copies or abstracts. For those clerks who document the issuance of the copies or abstracts by other
means, the applications need be retained only A V after the required information from the application is entered in the
alternative record of issuance.

SECTION 2-5: MARRIAGE RECORDS

1325-19 DECLARATION OF INFORMAL MARRIAGE RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1325-20 MARRIAGE AFFIDAVITS - Affidavits by couples or by third parties that the couples are of age to marry
without parental consent. RETENTION: AV, but see retention note. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

Retention Note: Marriage affidavits vary considerably in the quality and quantity of the information they contain.
Some, especially those filed or recorded separately, may have sufficient genealogical information to merit retention
for historical purposes. In such cases this schedule recommends, but does not require, that the marriage affidavits be
retained PERMANENTLY.

1325-21 MARRIAGE BONDS - Marriage bonds or similar documents evidencing marriage prior to 5 June 1837.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1325-22 MARRIAGE CONTRACT RECORD - Recorded pre-nuptial or spousal agreements and associated
documentation. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1325-23 MARRIAGE LICENSE APPLICATIONS. RETENTION: 90 days. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)
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1325-24 MARRIAGE LICENSE CORRECTIONS - Affidavits or notices of correction of information on marriage
licenses due to clerical or other error, including any attached incorrect versions of the marriage license.

a) If corrected information is recorded or noted in the Marriage Record [1325-26]. RETENTION: AV after
correction made. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) If corrected information is not recorded or noted in the Marriage Record [1325-26]. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1325-25 MARRIAGE LICENSE STUB BOOKS (MARRIAGE LICENSE RECEIPTS)

a) In those counties that no longer use stub books. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

b) In those counties that still use license stub books. RETENTION: AV after all licenses in the volume have been
issued. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1325-26 MARRIAGE RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1325-27 MARRIAGE RECORD (NEGRO). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1325-28 MARRIAGES, LISTS OF - Lists of persons married in county.

a) If the list contains the names of couples all of whose marriage licenses are recorded in an existing volume of the
Marriage Record [ 1325-26]. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas.State Library)

b) If the list contains the names of couples all of whose marriage licenses are not recorded in an existing volume of
the Marriage Record [1325-26]. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1325-29 MEDICAL EXAMINATION CERTIFICATES AND WAIVERS. RETENTION: Destroy at option.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1325-30 NOTICE OF INTENTION TO MARRY RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1325-31 PARENTAL CONSENT ( OR OBJECTION) FORMS

a) Parental consents or objections dated 1850 or earlier. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) All others. RETENTION: 90 days. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

* 1325-32 CHILD SUPPORT AFFIDAVITS - Statements filed by applicants for marriage licenses indicating that
delinquent court-ordered child support is not owed. RETENTION: AV (Exempt from destructicr request to the Texas State
Library)

SECTION 2-6: ELECTION RECORDS

Note: All Class 1350 records were withdrawn effective February 1, 1992. County clerks should use Local Schedule EL
(Records of Elections and Voter Registration) to determine retention periods for election records.

SECTION 2-7: TAX RECORDS

1375-01 CERTIFICATES OF CANCELLATION/CORRECTION RECORD - Recorded cancellation or
correction certificates issued by tax assessor-collector and approved by commissioners court acknowledging that property was
erroneously reported as delinquent. RETENTION: 20 years.
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1375-02 DELINQUENT AND INSOLVENT TAXPAYERS, LISTS OF - Copies of annual lists of delinquent
and insolvent taxpayers sent by the tax assessor-collector to commissioners court (1838-1876).

a) All lists, whether bound, recorded, or separate dated 1884 or earlier. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) All reports dated 1885 or later. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

1375-03 DELINQUENT TAX RECORD. RETENTION: Destroy at option.

1375-04 DELINQUENT TAX ROLLS. RETENTION: Destroy at option.

1375-05 DRUMMERS LICENSE RECORD - Recorded special $50 occupation tax receipts issued to drummers
(traveling salesmen) by the State Comptroller. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1375-06 ERRORS IN ASSESSMENT, LISTS OF. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

1375-07 OCCUPATION TAX REGISTER. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1375-08 RECORD OF LAND OR TOWN LOTS SOLD FOR TAXES - Record or register of land or town lots in
the county sold for taxes. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1375-09 REDEMPTION RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1375-10 REPORTS OF LAND SOLD UNDER JUDGMENT. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1375-11 REPORTS OF LAND SOLD UNDER JUDGMENT AND REDEEMED. RETENTION: Destroy at
option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1375-12 REPORTS OF COUNTY TAXES COLLECTED - Monthly, quarterly, and annual reports of county taxes
collected, submitted by the tax assessoP-collector .

a) Monthly reports. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

b) Quarterly reports. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

c) Annual reports. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1375-13 REPORTS OF STATE AND COUNTY TAXES COLLECTED - Annual, quarterly, and monthly
reports of state and county taxes collected, submitted by tax assessor-collector to commissioners court. RETENTION:
Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1375-14 REPORTS ON TAXES AND INDEBTEDNESS OF LOCAL UNITS OF GOVERNMENT.
RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1375-15 TAX RECEIPT RECORD - Recorded tax receipts submitted by taxpayers. RETENTION: 20 years.

1375-16 TAX RECEIPTS - Receipt stubs or copies of receipts issued by the tax assessor-collector. RETENTION:
Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1375-17 TAX ROLLS - Copies of county tax rolls or assessment lists. RETENTION: Destroy at option.
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SECTION 2-8: BOND AND DEPUTATION RECORDS

1400-01 ANATOMICAL BONDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1400-02 BONDS AND CONTRACTS TO PAY LIENS AND CLAIMS - Filed statutory payment bonds
(Hardeman Act) with accompanying construction contracts or agreements between contractor and owner.

a) If recorded. RETENTION: AR.

b) If not recorded. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

1400-03 BONDS AND CONTRACTS TO PAY LIENS AND CLAIMS RECORD - Recorded statutory
payment bonds (Hardeman Act) and construction contracts or agreements between contractor and owner. RETENTION: AR
+ 5 years.

1400-04 BUTCHERS BONDS

a) Recorded copies and filed copies that have not been recorded. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

b) Filed copies that have been recorded. RETENTION: AR.

1400-05 COMMISSION MERCHANTS BOND RECORD. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

1400-06 COMMISSION MERCHANTS BONDS

a) If recorded. RETENTION: AR.

b) If not recorded. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

= 1400-07 CONTRACTING STEVEDORES BOND RECORD. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

1400-08 CONTRACTORS BONDS - Filed or recorded performance bonds of contractors under contract with county.
RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

1400-09 COUNTY DEPOSITORY BONDS - Bonds of banks acting as depositories for county funds and statements
describing unencumbered and non-exempt lands owned by sureties. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

1400-10 DEPUTATION RECORD - Recorded notices of appointment of persons to perform duties of county officials as
deputies. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1400-11 DEPUTATIONS - Filed notices of appointment of persons to perform duties of county officials as deputies.
RETENTION: AR + 5 years or termination of employment + 5 years, whichever sooner.

1400-12 FERRY BONDS - Filed or recorded bonds of ferrymen, launch pilots, or branch pilots licensed by
commissioners court.

a) Bonds dated 1910 and earlier. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Bonds dated 1911 and later. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

1400-13 LIQUOR AND MALT LIQUOR DEALERS BOND RECORD. RETENTION: Destroy at option.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1400-14 LIQUOR AND MALT LIQUOR DEALERS BONDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)
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1400-15 LIVESTOCK AUCTION COMMISSION MERCHANTS BOND RECORD. RETENTION: AR + 5
years.

1400-16 LIVESTOCK AUCTION COMMISSION MERCHANTS BONDS

a) If recorded. RETENTION: AR.

b) If not recorded. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

1400-17 LIVESTOCK COMMISSION MERCHANTS BOND RECORD. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

1400-18 LIVESTOCK COMMISSION MERCHANTS BONDS

a) If recorded. RETENTION: AR.

b) If not recorded. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

1400-19 LOAN BROKERS BOND RECORD. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

1400-20 LOAN BROKERS BONDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

1400-21 NOTARY PUBLIC BOND RECORD. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

1400-22 NOTARY PUBLIC BONDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

1400-23 OATH OF OFFICE RECORD - Recorded oaths of office of county officials and deputies, including those of
the directors and officers of special districts and that are or were required by law to have their oaths.

a) If recorded in the Official Bond Record [ 1400-26], the Official Bond and Deputation Record [ 1400-25], or the
Deputation Record [1400-10]. RETENTION: Follow the retention for the records indicated.

b) If recorded separately. RETENTION: 1 year after the oaths of all officials or deputies in volume have left office.

1400-24 OATHS OF OFFICE - Filed oaths of office of county officials and deputies, including those of the directors and
officers of special districts that are or were required by law to take the oath of office and file it with the county clerk.

a) If filed with Official Bonds [1400-27] or Deputations [ 1400-11 ]. RETENTION: Follow the retention for the
records indicated.

b) If filed separately. RETENTION: 1 year after the official or deputy leaves office.

1400-25 OFFICIAL BOND AND DEPUTATION RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1400-26 OFFICIAL BOND RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1400-27 OFFICIAL BONDS - Filed bonds and qualifying oaths of county officials and deputies, including those of the
directors and officials of special districts that are or were required by law to be filed with the county clerk. RETENTION:
AR + 5 years or termination of employment + 5 years, whichever sooner.

1400-28 PAWNBROKERS BONDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)
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1400-29 PUBLIC WAREHOUSEMEN BONDS AND APPLICATIONS

a) Reco'rded copies and filed copies that have not been recorded. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

b) Filed copies that have been recorded. RETENTION: AR.

1400-30 PUBLIC WEIGHERS BOND RECORD. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

1400-31 PUBLIC WEIGHERS BONDS. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

1400-32 WRECK-MASTERS BONDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

SECTION 2-9: BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL RECORDS.

1425-01 ACCOUNT BOOKS OF PRIVATE BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS - Account books,
ledgers, registers, and similar financial or administrative records of private businesses or organizations filed for record with the
county clerk. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library, but use discretion. Some of
these records may merit permanent preservation for historical reasons.)

Retention Note: Private businesses and organizations, especially insurance companies, benevolent associations,
and agriculture-related businesses, occasionally filed account books and other financial records with the county clerk;
some of which may have come into the possession of the county clerk as clerk to the county court and the keeper of
trust funds.

1425-02 ANATOMICAL AFFIDAVITS - Affidavits of agents in charge of unclaimed human remains that relatives of
the deceased cannot be found. RETENTION: 4 years.

425-03 ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATES

a) Certificates filed 28 August 1977 and earlier. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

b) Certificates filed 29 August 1977 and later. RETENTION: AR + 2 years.

1425-04 ASSUMED NAME REGISTER - Register of certificates filed by individuals, owners of businesses, or by
corporations conducting business or under an assumed name. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

1425-05 BANKS, RECORDS RELATING TO THE CREATION, OPERATION, AND DISSOLUTION
OF. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1425-06 BUTCHERS REGISTER - Register of slaughterers or butchers who slaughter less than 300 head of cattle a day
for profit. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1425-07 COTTON GINNERS RECORD - Affidavits of cotton ginners pledging to report the number of bales ginned
to the state and stub books or registers of certificates issued for receipt of affidavits. RETENTION: Destroy at option.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1425-08 DENTAL RECORD - Recorded licenses of dentists issued by local boards or by the state. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1425-09 DISCHARGE RECORD - Recorded copies of miltary discharge papers. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1425-10 EMBALMERS RECORD - Recorded licenses of embalmers, morticians, or funeral directors issued by the state.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

LOCAL SCHEDULE CC Page 27 of 54



Effective October 20, 1997

1425-11 FARMERS COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES - CHARTERS - Charters and by-laws, and any amendments,
of farmers' cooperative societies. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1425-12 FIREMEN, LISTS OF - Lists of volunteer firemen. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1425-13 GOING OUT OF BUSINESS SALE RECORDS. RETENTION: Date of filing of post-sale inventory +
2 years.

1425-14 LIMITED PARTNERSHIP RECORD - Recorded limited partnership documents. ,RETENTION:
PERMANENT:

1425-15 MIDWIFE IDENTIFICATION FORMS - Identification forms of midwives licensed by the state.
RETENTION: 13 months or when replaced by new form, whichever sooner. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1425-16 MINISTRY REGISTER - Recorded ordination certificates of pastors. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1425-17 MUSTER ROLLS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1425-18 NATUROPATHIC RECORD - Recorded licenses of naturopaths issued by the state. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1425-19 NOTARY PUBLIC APPOINTMENT RECORDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1425-20 NURSES RECORD - Recorded certificates of nurses issued by the state. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1425-21 OPTOMETRY RECORD - Recorded licenses of optometrists issued by the state. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1425-22 PAWNBROKER SALE REPORTS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

1425-23 PHARMACY REGISTER - Register of pharmacists or recorded permits of pharmacists issued by local boards.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1425-24 POLYGRAPH EXAMINERS RECORD - Recorded licenses of polygraph examiners issued by the state.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1425-25 POWER.OF ATTORNEY RECORD - Recorded instruments conveying or revoking power of attorney.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1425-26 [Withdrawn]

1425-27 PUBLIC UTILITY CORPORATION RECORD - Recorded annual financial reports of public utility
corporations operating in the county.

a) Recorded reports and original reports that have not been recorded. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Originals of reports that have been recorded. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

1425-28 RAILROADS - ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION - Filed articles of incorporation and by-laws of
railroads. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1425-29 STATEMENTS OF ABANDONMENT OF USE OF ASSUMED NAME. RETENTION: 2 years.

1425-30 TRADEMARK REGISTER. RETENTION: PERMANENT.
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1425-31 TUBERCULOSIS NURSES RECORD - Recorded certificates of tuberculosis nurses issued by the state.
^RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1425-32 WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION LIABILITY RECORD - Recorded notices from businesses indicating
compliance with the Workmen's Compensation Act (1917) and the Employer's Liability Act (1923). RETENTION:
Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

SECTION 2-10: SCHOOL RECORDS

1450-01 ABSTRACTS OF SCHOOL CENSUSES - Abstracts of school censuses compiled by, the tax assessor-
collector ( 1854-1885) or district trustees (1885-1905). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1450-02 ANNUAL AUDIT REPORTS OF COMMON SCHOOL DISTRICTS. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1450-03 ANNUAL STATEMENTS OF SCHOOL FUNDS (ANNUAL REPORTS OF COUNTY
SCHOOL ACCOUNTS). RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

1450-04 CONSOLIDATED SCHOLASTIC CENSUS ROLLS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1450-05 RECORD OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS - Proceedings of county board of school trustees or commissioners
court establishing school district boundaries. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1450-06 SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGETS

a) Independent school districts. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

b) Common school districts. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

SECTION 2-11: LIVESTOCK RECORDS

1475-01 ANIMALS KILLED ON RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY RECORD. RETENTION: Last entry + 3
years.

1475-02 ANIMALS KILLED ON RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY REPORTS. RETENTION: 3 years.

1475-03 BILL OF SALE RECORD (LIVESTOCK). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1475-04 BRAND REFERENCE BOOK - Record used as a guide to the symbols used as marks and brands and serving
as a form of index to the Marks and Brands Record [1475-13]. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1475-05 BRAND TRANSFER RECORD - Record of the transfer or sa:e of marks and brands. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1475-06 CATTLE RECORDS - Bills of sale and shipment records of cattle, including lists of marks and brands; names
of purchasers, sellers, and shippers; and inspection reports. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1475-07 [Withdrawn, see 1475-09]

1475-08 ESTRAY RECORD - Recorded affidavits and bonds of takers-up of estrayed animals, affidavits of appraisal of
the animals, and any reports of the death of estrays or affidavits of ownership of estrays. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1475-09 ESTRAY RECORDS - Filed documents relating to the taking-up, recovery, or sale of estrays filed by the sheriff
r other takers-up of estrays. RETENTION: 3 years.
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1475-10 [Withdrawn, see 1475-091

1475-1 1 LIVESTOCK QUARANTINE RECORDS - Reports, notices, orders, and similar records relating to the
quarantine of livestock. RETENTION: Lifting of quarantine + 3 years.

1475-12 MARKS AND BRANDS APPLICATIONS. RETENTION: 2 years.

1475-13 MARKS AND BRANDS RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1475-14 RECORD OF ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED (BUTCHERS' RECORD) - Recorded reports of animals
slaughtered. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1475-15 RECORD OF INSPECTION (RECORD OF HIDES AND ANIMALS) - Certified copy of the records
of inspection by the inspector of hides and animals. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1475-16 TATTOO REGISTRATIONS - Certificates of registration for tattoo marks of hogs, dogs, sheep, or goats filed
by the Texas Department of Public Safety. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

SECTION 2-12: WATER RECORDS

1500-01 CAUSEWAY RECORD - Recorded statements and maps detailing the location, ownership, size, etc. of bridges,
dams, dikes, causeways, and roadways constructed across any arm, inlet, or saltwater bay of the Gulf of Mexico.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1500-02 CERTIFICATES OF ADJUDICATION RECORD - Recorded certificates of adjudication issued by the
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission or its predecessors authorizing the appropriation, storage, or diversion of
state water as determined by court action. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1500-03 WATER PERMIT RECORD (IRRIGATION RECORD) - Recorded permits and associated documentation
issued by the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission or its predecessors authorizing the appropriation, storage, or
diversion of state water. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1500-04 WATER RIGHTS AGREEMENT RECORD - Recorded agreements between the Texas Natural Resource
Conservation Commission and claimants for the administration of unadjudicated water rights. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1500-05 WATER RIGHTS RECORD (IRRIGATION RECORD) - Recorded statements of water rights
appropriations or declarations of intent to appropriate state water, including maps and plats denoting the routes of canals and
ditches. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

SECTION 2-13: ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL RECORDS

1525-01 ACKNOWLEDGMENT RECORD (COUNTY CLERK) - Record of acknowledgments or proofs of
instruments taken by the county clerk as ex-officio notary public. RETENTION: 10 years.

1525-02 ACKNOWLEDGMENT RECORD (NOTARY PUBLIC) - Record of acknowledgments or proofs of
instruments taken by notaries public. RETENTION: 10 years.

1525-03 ANNUAL FEE REPORTS. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

1525-04 CASH RECEIPTS. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1525-05 DAILY CASH BOOK OR REPORTS. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1525-06 FEE BOOK. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

I
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1525-07 FEE STATEMENTS - Copies of statements of filing fees due sent out by county clerk to companies or
individuals. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

-'1525-08 INSTRUMENTS LEFT FOR RECORD - The following instruments that have been recorded as required or
permitted by law, but are unclaimed by their owners or are unreturnable. The instruments may be disposed of at the expiration
of the retention period given for each record below, with the retention period dating from the date of recording.

a) Deeds, deeds of trust and mortgages, liens, oil and gas leases, powers of attorney, military discharge papers, and
marriage licenses. RETENTION: 5 years.

b) Bills of sale [ l 275-04 and 1475-03] and tax receipts. RETENTION: 2 years.

1525-09 INSTRUMENTS SENT, RECORD OF - Record or register of recorded instruments returned by mail to
those who filed them. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1525-10 MONTHLY EXPENSE REPORTS. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1525-11 [Withdrawn February 1, 1992]

1525-12 OPEN MEETING NOTICES - Notices of open meetings of the governing bodies of water districts and all
other special districts required by law to file notices. RETENTION: 2 years.

* 1525-13 OPEN RECORDS REQUESTS - Written open records requests, including those sent by electronic mail or
facsimile, submitted to a county clerk, including correspondence and other documentation relating to the requests.

a) Approved requests. RETENTION: Approval of request + 1 year. [Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library]

b) Denied requests. RETENTION: Denial of request + 2 years.

Caution: This records series does not include applications for the issuance of certified copies or abstracts
of birth or death records. See items numbers 1325-08a and 1325-1'8a.

* 1525-14 RECORDS DESTRUCTION NOTICES - Records destruction notices filed with the county clerk by other
county officials and offices. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1525-15 RECORDS MANAGEMENT RECORDS

a) Records control schedules (including all successive versions of or amendments to schedules). RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

b) Records destruction documentation = Records documenting the destruction of records under records control
schedules, including requests submitted to the Texas State Library and Archives Commission for authorization to
destroy unscheduled records or the originals of permanent records that have been microfilmed. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

c) Records inventories - Lists or inventories of the active and inactive records created or received by a county office.
RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

d) Records management plans and policy documents - Plans and similar documents establishing the policies and
procedures under which a records management program operates. RETENTION: US + 5 years.

1525-16 REGISTER OF INSTRUMENTS FILED FOR RECORD ( CLERK'S FILE DOCKET, FILE
REGISTER, RECEPTION RECORD). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1525-17 REPORTS OF COLLECTIONS (MONTHLY FEE REPORTS). RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
lestruction request to the Texas State Library)
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SECTION 2-14: MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS

1550-01 ADOPTION STATEMENTS (AFFIDAVITS OF HEIRSHIP) - Statements by persons that they have
adopted other persons as their legal heirs.

a) Recorded statements and originals of statements that have not been recorded. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Originals of statements that have been recorded. RETENTION: AV after recording. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

1550-02 AUTOMOBILE REGISTER - Register of automobiles licensed in county from 1907 to 1917. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1550-03 CENSUS RECORDS - Lists of persons enumerated, mortality schedules, or other documents relating to the
federal decennial censuses or any special state or county census. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

* 1550-04 CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT ( RECEIPTS) FOR WILLS FILED FOR SAFEKEEPING.
RETENTION: Return of will + 5 years. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1550-05 CITY BUDGETS. RETENTION: 3 years.

1550-06 CONFEDERATE WIDOWS' AFFIDAVITS - Affidavits bywidows of Confederate veterans attesting to
their inability to obtain information on regiments or companies in which their husbands served. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1550-07 CROSSTIES AND STAVES PURCHASE STATEMENTS - Purchase statements by buyers of crossties
and staves for which a bill of sale was not provided by the seller. RETENTION: 2 years.

1550-07a EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT ANNUAL REPORTS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1550-08 EXPLOSIVE LICENSES, RECORDS OF - Register or license stubs of licenses issued by authority of the
U. S. Bureau of Mines for the sale, purchase, or use of explosives pursuant to provisions of the Federal Explosives Act.
RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1550-09 FISH AND GAME LICENSING RECORDS - Registers, stub books, duplicate licenses, duplicate receipts,
affidavits of loss of license, and reports relating to the issuance of fish and game licenses.

a) Records in counties in which the county clerk is no longer an issuing agent. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Records in counties in which the county clerk is an issuing agent:

1) All records dated 1985 and earlier. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

2) All records dated 1986 or later. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1550-10 FOOD STAMP PROGRAM RECORDS - Documentation relating to the distribution of food stamps.
RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1550-11 HEADLIGHT TESTING STATION RECORDS - Documentation relating to headlight testing stations
established by commissioners court pursuant to the Texas Headlight Act (1925). RETENTION: Destroy at option.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1550-11a INJECTION WELLS, APPLICATIONS TO DRILL. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

1550-12 LOG BRAND RECORD. RETENTION: PERMANENT.
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1550-13 MUNICIPAL RESOLUTIONS ADOPTING HOME RULE - Resolutions or ordinances by municipalities
,ccepting municipal status under Title 28 of the Texas Civil Statutes. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1550-14 NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL DISTRICT ANNUAL REPORTS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1550-15 OLD AGE PENSION LISTS OR REGISTERS - Monthly lists of persons in the county receiving old age
pensions from the state. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1550-16 PROTEST RECORD - Record of protest notices issued by notaries public evidencing non-payment of monies
owed or non-performance of services promised. RETENTION: 10 years.

1550-17 RECORD OF TIMBER CUT - Recorded quarterly reports of persons who float or raft timber on rivers or
• creeks. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1550-18 REPORTS OF LIQUOR SEIZED - Reports of liquor and associated property seized, and copies of receipts
issued by the sheriff for goods if liquor or property was seized by officers other than the sheriff.

a) Receipts. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Reports. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1550-19 REQUESTS FOR FREE COPIES BY VETERANS - Requests by veterans for free copies of records.
RETENTION: 90 days. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1550-20 SELECTIVE SERVICE RECORDS - All records relating to the registration of men for military service
under the Selective Service and Training Act of 1940. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

1550-21 TEXAS RELIEF COMMISSION RECORDS - Records relating to the welfare and relief activities of the
'exas Relief Commission. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1550-22 WILLS FILED FOR SAFEKEEPING. RETENTION: Until retrieved or disposed of. [In accordance with
Probate Code, Section 71.]

1550-23 WIND EROSION DISTRICT ANNUAL AUDIT REPORTS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

* 1550-24 AXLE OVERWEIGHT RECORDS - Notifications and other documents submitted by operators of vehicles
granted axle overweight permits by the Texas Department of Transportation. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

" J
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PART 3: COUNTY CLERK AS CLERK OF COUNTY COURT

Retention Notes: a) SCOPE OF THIS PART - The term "county court" as used in the descriptions of records in this part
includes not only the constitutional county courts, but also county courts at law; county civil courts at law; county criminal
courts; county criminal courts at law; county courts for criminal cases; county criminal courts of appeal; probate courts; and
any other county courts that may hereafter be created by statute.

In some counties, the district clerk serves either as the exclusive clerk to one or more statutory county courts in the county,
as clerk in those cases concerning family law only, or as clerk in those cases concerning both family law and those in civil
and/or criminal law in which the court has concurrent jurisdiction with district courts. The district clerk must follow the
minimum retention periods in this section for the records of any county court to which he or she is clerk. If the court also
has concurrent jurisdiction with district courts in family law matters, the clerk must use the retention periods set down in the
Local Schedule DC (Records of District Clerks) for those records relating to family law.

In some counties, the county clerk serves as exclusive clerk to a statutory county court that has been granted concurrent
jurisdiction with district courts in family law matters. The county clerk should follow the retention periods in this section for
civil, criminal, and probate records and those in Local Schedule DC for records concerning family law matters (e.g., Divorce
Minutes).

b) MEANING OF FINAL JUDGMENT - For retention dating purposes, the use of the term 'final judgment" in retention
periods, unless otherwise qualified, means:

1) Civil Cases - From the date judgment rendered and signed in a county court; or if new trial orfurther proceedings
granted on motion or mandated on appeal, from date judgment rendered and signed in new trial orfurther proceedings;
or if appealed and judgment of trial court affirmed, modified, or rendered as it should have been rendered, or appeal
dismissed, from date mandate or notice of dismissal received from appeals court; whichever applicable.

2) Criminal Cases - From the date judgment rendered and signed in a county court; or if new trial or further
proceedings granted on motion or mandated by reversal on appeal, from date judgment rendered and signed in new
trial or further proceedings; or if appealed and judgment of trial court affirmed or judgment of acquittal issued or
appeal dismissed, from date mandate or notice of dismissal received from appeals court; whichever applicable.

3) Juvenile, Mental Illness, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, or Narcotics Addiction Cases - State laws provide that
appeals from decisions in these types of hearings shall be governed by the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure and the
Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure, and the dating of final judgment should follow the guidelines set out in (b)(1)
above.

c) PRE-1876 RECORDS AND RETENTION RECOMMENDATIONS - Notwithstanding the retention periods set down in
this schedule, the following records must be retained permanently:

I) all case papers dated 1876 or earlier and trial dockets containing entries dated 1876 or earlier; and

2) case papers and trial dockets from any period if the minutes of the case have been lost or destroyed.

In addition, with regard only to case papers in which final judgment has been rendered, this manual recommends, but does not
require that consideration be given to retaining:

1) all case papers dated from 1877 to 1920 PERMANENTLY; and

2) papers in a case from any period that, because of its notoriety or significance, might possess enduring value.

* d) FINGERPRINTS - Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, art. 38.33, requires that the fingerprint of a person convicted of a
Class A misdemeanor or a felony be placed on the judgment or docket sheet. This requirement applies only to convictions
had on or after 1 September 1987.

If the fingerprint appears on a judgment sheet or an order for probation that is incorporated directly into the Criminal Minutes
[1600-071 or the County Court Minutes [1650-06] none of the retention periods listed in Part 3 of this schedule is affected,
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but if the only copy of the fingerprint appears on a document in either of the following two categories, then the document
must be retained 20 years after final judgment or after last entry, as applicable.

Category I- On a docket sheet in the Criminal Docket [1600-05] or the Criminal File Docket, Type IV [1600-06],
or on a separate docket sheet filed with the Criminal Case Papers [1600-04].

Category 2 - On ajudgment or an order for probation filed with the Criminal Case Papers [1600-04] and not directly
incorporated into the Criminal Minutes [1600-07] or the County Court Minutes [1650-061.

The 20 year retention required for documents in Categories I and 2 apply only to those documents or portions of a docket,
judgment, or order created on or after 1 September 1987 and containing the only copy of the fingerprints of convicted persons.
It does not apply to any documents in the same categories created on or before 31 August 1987.

e) RETENTION OF CIVIL EXHIBITS AND DEPOSITIONS - Exhibits and depositions in civil cases must be retained and
disposed of in accordance with the following orders of the Texas Supreme Court, unless a county has obtained a modified
order from the Supreme Court amending the procedure for that county.

1) Exhibits: In compliance with the provisions of Rule 14b, the Supreme Court hereby directs that exhibits offered
or admitted into evidence shall be retained and disposed of by the clerk of the court in which the exhibits are filed
upon the following basis.

This order shall apply only to.. (1) those cases in which judgment has been rendered on service of process by
publication and in which no motion for new trial was filed within two years after judgment was signed; and, (2) all
other cases in which judgment has been signed for one year and in which no appeal was perfected or in which a
perfected appeal was dismissed or concluded by a final judgment as to all parties and the issuance of the appellate
court's mandate such that the case is no longer pending on appeal or in the trial court.

After first giving all attorneys of record thirty days written notice that they have an opportunity to claim and
withdraw the trial exhibits, the clerk, unless otherwise directed by the court, may dispose of the exhibits. If any
such exhibit is desired by more than one attorney, the clerk shall make the necessary copies and prorate the cost
among all the attorneys desiring the exhibit.

If the exhibit is not a document or otherwise capable of reproduction,. the party who offered the exhibit shall be
entitled to claim same; provided, however, that the party claiming the exhibit shall provide a photograph of said
exhibit to any other party upon request and payment of the reasonable cost thereof by the other party.

2) Deposition Transcripts and Depositions Upon Written Questions: In compliance with the provisions of Rule
209, the Supreme Court hereby directs that deposition transcripts and depositions upon written questions be retained
and disposed of by the clerk of the court in which the same are filed upon the following.basis. -

This order shall apply only to.. (1) those cases in which judgment has been rendered on service of process by
publication and in which no motion for new trial was filed within two years after judgment was signed; and, (2) all
other cases in which judgment has been signed for one year and in which no appeal was perfected or in which a
perfected appeal was dismissed or concluded by a final judgment as to all parties and the issuance of the appellate
court's mandate such that the case is no longer pending on appeal or in the trial court.

After first giving all attorneys of record written notice that they have an opportunity to claim and withdraw the same,
the clerk, unless otherwise directed by the court, may dispose of them thirty days after giving such notice. If any
such document is desired by more than one attorney, the clerk shall make the necessary copies and prorate the cost
among all the attorneys desiring the document.

*J) RETENTION OF CRIMINAL EXHIBITS - Exhibits in criminal cases in which a person was convicted must be retained
and disposed of in accordance with the following provisions of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, art. 2.21:

1) To be eligible for disposal the exhibit must not be contraband or afirearm, must not have been ordered by the
court to be returned to its owner, and is not an exhibit in another pending criminal action.
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2) An eligible exhibit may be disposed of on or after the first anniversary of the date on which a conviction becomes
final in the case, if the case is a misdemeanor or a felony for which the sentence imposed by the court is five years or
less; or on or after the second anniversary of the date on which a conviction becomes final in the case, if the case is a
non-capital felony for which the sentence imposed by the court is greater than 5 years.

3) Prior to disposal, county and district clerks in a county with a population of less than 1.7 million must provide
written notice by mail to the attorney representing the state and the attorney representing the defendant of the intent
to dispose. If a request for return is not receivedfrom either attorney before the 31st day after the date of notice, the
clerk may dispose of the exhibit.

4) County and district clerks in a county with a population of 1.7 million or more may dispose of an eligible
exhibit on the date provided in (2) if on that date the clerk has not received a request for the exhibit from either the
attorney representing the state or the attorney representing the defendant.

SECTION 3-1: CIVIL CASE RECORDS

1575-01 APPEARANCE DOCKET (CALL DOCKET) - Docket books or sheets of civil suits filed in a county
court used to call cases on appearance day. RETENTION: 3 years.

1575-02 CIVIL BAR DOCKET - Docket books or sheets of civil suits filed for the use of attorneys. RETENTION:
AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1575-03 CIVIL CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to civil suits (including pre-trial, preliminary, or interlocutory
proceedings or hearings) and of.scire facias and ancillary civil proceedings, except condemnation suits (see 1575-07).

a) Cases dismissed on motion of plaintiff, for want of prosecution, or for other reasons within the court's power.
RETENTION: Dismissal + 3 years.

* b) All other cases. See retention note.

Retention Notes: a) Final judgment + 12 years or, if applicable to the case, 12 years from date
judgment revived, whichever longer, provided that at the time of disposal (1) no discovery proceedings are
underway in the case and (2) the judgment and mandate (if applicable) have been entered of record in a
permanent minute book of the court.

b) Prior to disposal, civil case papers shall be appraised by the records management officer for historical
value and those determined by the records management officer to merit retention for historical reasons must
be retained permanently. Some civil case papers may merit permanent retention because they provide
significant documentation of the history of the local community.

c) Exhibits and depositions. RETENTION: See retention note (e) on page 35. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

* d) Bills of cost under both (a) and (b). RETENTION: FE of final payment + 3 years.

* e) Transcripts and statements of fact from the county court on appeal. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library).

* e) Citations, waivers of citation, subpoenas, witness attachments, returns, and applications for such process.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

* f) Appeal, cost, supersPdeas, or similar surety bonds or certificates of deposit or affidavits in lieu thereof.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

1575-04 CIVIL DOCKET. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]
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1575-05 CIVIL FILE DOCKET (CIVIL DOCKET-PENDING) - Original entry docket books or sheets of civil
cases.

a) TYPE I - File docket, which does not contain an account of fees due, whose contents are transcribed into a docket
of disposed cases after adjudication. RETENTION: AV after transcription. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

b) TYPE II - File docket, which does contain an account of fees due, whose contents, except those relating to fees,
are transcribed into a docket of disposed cases after adjudication. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

c) TYPE III - Non-transferred sheets of a file docket, which does not contain an account of fees due, whose sheets are
transferred to a docket of disposed cases as the case moves from pending to disposed. RETENTION: 3 years.

d) TYPE IV - File docket, which may or may not contain an account of fees due, whose contents are not transcribed
or whose sheets are not transferred, but which serves as a combination pending and disposed docket. RETENTION:
PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

1575-06 CIVIL MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1575-07 CONDEMNATION CASE PAPERS (EMINENT DOMAIN CASE PAPERS)

a) Cases dismissed on motion of plaintiff, for want of prosecution, or for other reasons within the court's power.
RETENTION: Dismissal + 3 years.

* b) All other cases. See retention note.

Retention Note: Condemnation case papers must be retained for 12 years after entry of judgment
approving award on the court minutes in the absence of objection or after final judgment rendered or
proceedings otherwise terminated in court in trial of the cause, whichever applicable, except if suit is
dismissed on motion of condemnor, the award of the special commissioners must be retained
PERMANENTLY or, if it is entered of record in any subsequent suit, until the expiration of the retention
period applicable to the records of that suit, whichever sooner.

c) Exhibits and depositions. RETENTION: See retention note (e) on page 35. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

* d) Bills of cost under both ( a) and (b). RETENTION: FE of final payment + 3 years.

* e) Transcripts and statements of fact from the county court on appeal. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library).

* f) Citations, waivers of citation, subpoenas, witness attachments, returns, and applications for such process.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

* g) Appeal, cost, supersedeas, or similar surety bonds or certificates of deposit or affidavits in lieu thereof.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

1575-08 JURY DOCKET (JURY TRIAL DOCKET) - Docket books or sheets of civil suits in which juries have
been requested. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

1575-09 SUBPOENAS - Stub books, copies, or recorded copies of civil subpoenas issued. RETENTION: 2 years.

J
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SECTION 3-2: CRIMINAL CASE RECORDS

1600-01 BAIL BOND RECORD - Record of bail or recognizance bonds set or taken. RETENTION: 3 years.

1600-02 CAPIASES - Stub books or copies of capaises and summonses issued. RETENTION: 2 years.

1600-03 CRIMINAL BAR DOCKET (STATE BAR DOCKET) - Docket books or sheets of criminal cases filed
for the use of attorneys. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1600-04 CRIMINAL CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to.criminal cases.

a) DWI and DUID cases.

1) Dismissed cases or cases in which defendant acquitted. RETENTION: Date of dismissal or acquittal +
5 years, as applicable.

2) Cases in which defendant convicted. RETENTION: Final judgment + 10 years, but see retention note
(d) on page 34.

b) All other cases. RETENTION: Date of dismissal or final judgment + 5 years, as applicable, but see retention
note (d) on page 34.

c) Exhibits. RETENTION: See retention note (f) on page 35. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

* d) Bills of cost. RETENTION: FE of final payment + 5 years.

* e) Transcripts and statements of fact from the county court on appeal. RETENTION: Receipt of mandate + 3
years.

* f) Pre-sentence investigation reports. RETENTION: Final judgment + 2 years.

* g) Warrants, capiases, summonses, subpoenas, witness attachments, returns, and applications for such process.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

* h) Bail, personal, appeal, peace, cost, and other surety bonds, or certificates of deposit or affidavits in lieu thereof.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

1600-05 CRIMINAL DOCKET. RETENTION: 5 years, but see retention note (d) on page 34.

1600-06 CRIMINAL FILE DOCKET (CRIMINAL DOCKET-PENDING) - Original entry docket books or
sheets of criminal cases.

a) TYPE I - File docket, which does not contain an account of fees due, whose contents are transcribed into a
Criminal Docket [ 1600-05] after adjudication. RETENTION: AV after transcription. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

b) TYPE II - File docket, which does contain an account of fees due, whose contents, exceot that relating to fees, are
transcribed into a Criminal Docket [1600-05] after adjudication. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

c) TYPE III - Non-transferred sheets of file docket, which does not contain an account of fees due, whose sheets are
transferred to a Criminal Docket [1600-05] as the case moves from pending to disposed. RETENTION: 3 years.

d) TYPE IV - File docket, which does contain an account of fees due, whose contents are not transcribed or whose
sheets are not transferred, but which serves as a combination file docket, criminal docket, and fee book.
RETENTION: FE + 5 years, but see retention note (d) on page 34.

1600-07 CRIMINAL MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.
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1600-08 PROBATION MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1600-09 SUBPOENAS (CRIMINAL) - Stubs books, copies, or recorded copies of subpoenas issued. RETENTION: 2
years.

1600-10 WITNESS ATTACHMENTS - Stub books, copies, or recorded copies of attachment writs issued.
RETENTION: 2 years.

1600-11 WITNESS RECORD (WITNESS DOCKET) - Register of witnesses subpoenaed, attached, or recognized in
criminal cases. RETENTION: 3 years.

SECTION 3-3: PROBATE RECORDS

1625-01 ANNUAL ACCOUNT RECORD (PROBATE ACCOUNT RECORD) - Recorded annual or final
reports or exhibits of account of executors, administrators, and guardians. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1625-02 APPRENTICESHIP RECORD - Record of the apprenticeship of minors. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1625-03 COMMUNITY PROPERTY DOCKET - Docket books or sheets of probate cases involving the
administration of community property due to the death or incompetence of a spouse. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By
rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26]

1625-04 COMMUNITY PROPERTY MINUTES - Record of the proceedings of the county court in cases involving
the administration of community property due to the death or incompetence of a spouse. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1625-05 GUARDIANS' CLAIM DOCKET - Register of claims on estates of persons under guardianship.
RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

625-06 GUARDIANS' DOCKET - Docket books or sheets of cases involving the appointment of guardians.
RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

1625-07 GUARDIANSHIP MINUTES (GUARDIANSHIP RECORD). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1625-08 INVENTORY RECORD (PROBATE INVENTORY RECORD) - Recorded inventories and
appraisements of property in probate cases. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1625-09 PROBATE BOND RECORD (PROBATE BOND DOCKET) - Recorded bonds and qualifying oaths of
executors, administrators, and guardians. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule
26.]

* 1625-10 PROBATE CASE PAPERS - Original case papers, including wills, of matters within the jurisdiction of a
county court as probate court. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1625-11 PROBATE CLAIM DOCKET - Register of claims against estates of decedents or of those under guardianship.
RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

1625-12 PROBATE DOCKET. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule
26.]

1625-13 PROBATE FILE DOCKET (PROBATE DOCKET-PENDING) - Original entry docket books or sheets
of probate cases. RETENTION: Follow retention periods for Civil File Docket [1575-05].

1625-14 PROBATE MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1625-15 PROBATE RECORD (FINAL PROBATE RECORD) - Recorded documents filed in probate cases.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.
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1625-16 REPORTS OF SALE RECORD - Recorded reports of sale of property from estates submitted by executors,
administrators, or guardians. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1625-17 SMALL ESTATES AFFIDAVITS - Affidavits filed by the distributees of small estates.

a) Originals of affidavits that have been recorded in the Small Estates Record [1625-19]. RETENTION: I year after
estate settled and closed.

b) Originals of affidavits that have not been recorded in the Small Estates Record [1625-19]. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1625-18 SMALL ESTATES DOCKET - Docket books or sheets of hearings to approve small estates affidavits.
RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

1625-19 SMALL ESTATES RECORD - Recorded affidavits filed by the distributees of small estates. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1625-20 VITAL STATISTICS DOCKET OR MINUTES (PROBATE BIRTH DOCKET OR MINUTES;
DELAYED BIRTH DOCKET OR MINUTES) - Docket books or sheets or minutes of hearings on applications for
the issuance of delayed birth or death certificates or for the issuance of certified copies of illegitimate birth certificates heard.
RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

1625-21 VITAL STATISTICS CASE PAPERS (PROBATE BIRTH CASE PAPERS; DELAYED BIRTH
CASE PAPERS) - Documents relating to hearings on the issuance of delayed birth or death certificates or certified copies
of illegitimate birth certificates. RETENTION: 2 years from date application denied or order for registration issued.

1625-22 WILL RECORD - Recorded copies of wills. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

SECTION 3-4: MULTI-CASE/MULTI-COURT RECORDS

1650-01 APPEAL RECORD (TRANSCRIPT DOCKET) - Record or register of civil, criminal, or probate cases
appealed to a higher court. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1650-02 ATTORNEYS' ORDER BOOK (CITATION RECORD) - Record of attorneys' requests for the issuance of
legal papers. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1650-03 ATTORNEYS' RECEIPT BOOK - Attorneys' receipts for documents temporarily withdrawn from custody of
the court. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1650-04 COUNTY COURT DOCKET - Combined form of the Civil Docket [1575-04] and the Criminal Docket [1600-
05]. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

1650-05 COUNTY COURT FILE DOCKET (COUNTY COURT DOCKET-PENDING) - Original entry
docket books or sheets of civil, criminal, and probate cases. RETENTION: Follow retention periods for Civil File Docket
(1575-051.

1650-06 COUNTY COURT MINUTES (CIVIL AND CRIMINAL MINUTES). RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1650-07 DEPOSITION RECORD - Record or register of depositions filed. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1650-08 EXECUTION DOCKET - Record of executions issued to enforce judgments. RETENTION: PERMANENT.
[By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]
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1650-09 MOTION DOCKET - Docket books or sheets recording motions filed by attorneys.

a) Combined civil/criminal motion docket. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil
Procedure, Rule 26.]

b) Separate civil motion docket. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure,
Rule 26.]

c) Separate criminal motion docket. RETENTION: 5 years.

1650-10 SCIRE FACIAS DOCKET (BOND FORFEITURE DOCKET). RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By
rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

1650-11 SCIRE FACIAS MINUTES (BOND FORFEITURE MINUTES). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1650-12 SHORTHAND NOTES OF OFFICIAL COURT REPORTERS - Shorthand notes of official court
reporters. RETENTION: Date notes taken + 3 years. [By law - Government Code, Section 52.046(a)(4).]

Retention Note: Court reporters must, by law, retain their notes in all manner of cases for three years from the
date on which they were taken. While the responsibility for preserving the notes lies with the court reporter, in many
counties reporters have left office and left their notes with the county clerk or in storage in county buildings. These
notes may be disposed of after the expiration of the retention period.

SECTION 3-5: JURY RECORDS

1675-01 JURY LISTS - Lists of persons chosen for service in district, county, or justice courts, including lists of persons
whose service has been postponed and defendants' and plaintiffs' lists. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

1675-02 JURY TIME BOOK (JURY RECORD) - Record of persons serving on county or justice court juries.
RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1675-03 STATEMENTS OF EXEMPTION FROM JURY DUTY - Statements by persons claiming temporary or
permanent exemption from jury duty on statutory grounds, including any statements of rescission of such claims.

a) Statements requesting permanent exemption. RETENTION: AV after notification sent to tax assessor-collector.
(Exempt from destruction requirement) _

b) Statements requesting temporary exemption. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

* 1675-04 JUROR QUESTIONNAIRES - Forms completed by jurors reporting for jury duty. RETENTION: AV.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)
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* SECTION 3-6: JUVENILE RECORDS

* SPECIAL NOTE: This section remains in effect until the effective date of adoption of
Local Schedule JR (Juvenile Records) by the Texas State Library and Archives
Commission by an amendment to 13 TAC 7.125.

Prefatory Note: Juvenile court records are subject to sealing pursuant to Texas Family Code, Section 51.16. While
sealing restricts access to the records, it does not affect the minimum retention periods set down in this section nor the
destruction of such records following the expiration of those periods.

1700-01 DEPENDENT JUVENILE RECORD - Proceedings of a county court in hearings from 1907 to 1918
involving dependent or neglected children. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1700-02 JUVENILE CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to juvenile detention, transfer, adjudication, or disposition
proceedings, including all records,transferred to the court by law enforcement or other agencies under sealing order issued by
the court.

Retention Note: The retention periods set out below are divided into two groups - those dealing with records
arising from a juvenile delinquency or offense committed on or before 31 August 1987 and those dealing with records
arising from a juvenile delinquency or offense committed on or after I September 1987. The Texas Legislature has
determined that an offense occurs on or after 1 September 1987 if all the elements of the offense occur on or after
that date.

a) Records concerning delinquent conduct or offenses committed on or before 31 August 1987:

1) Fingerprint cards and photographs only:

A) If a petition alleging that the juvenile engaged in delinquent conduct or conduct indicating a
need for supervision is not filed, the proceedings are dismissed, the juvenile is found not to have
engaged in the alleged conduct, or the juvenile is found to have engaged in the conduct but has
reached the age of 18 and there is no record that he or she committed a criminal offense after
reaching the age of 17. RETENTION: Must be destroyed immediately upon fulfillment of any of
the conditions listed. [By law - Family Code, Section 51.15(e) before 1987 amendment. (Exempt
from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

B) If the juvenile is found to have engaged in the conduct, has reached the age of 18, but there is a
record that he or she committed an offense after reaching the age of 17. RETENTION: Follow
the retention period for (a)(2)(A) or (B), as applicable.

2) All other case papers:

A) If the person has reached the age of 23 and has not been convicted of a felony as an adult.
RETENTION: See retention note. [By law - Family Code, Section 51.16(i).] (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

Retention Note: State law requires that the records can only be destroyed at this point
by the court's own motion or upon a motion by the person in whose name the files or
records are kept. County clerks wishing to dispose of juvenile case papers at the
expiration of the retention period prescribed under these circumstances should petition the
courtfor an order directing that the records be destroyed. County clerks may dispose of
juvenile case papers on their own initiative only according to the retention period set out
in (a)(2)(B).

B) If the person has reached the age of 23 and he or she has been convicted of a felony as an adult;
or if the person has reached the age of 23, has not been convicted of a felony as an adult, but the
court on its own or another's motion has not ordered the destruction of the papers. RETENTION:
Until the individual is 33.
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b) Records concerning delinquent conduct or offenses committed on or after. l September 1987:

1) Fingerprint cards and photographs only:

A) If a petition alleging that the juvenile engaged in delinquent conduct or conduct indicating a
need for supervision is not filed, the proceedings are dismissed, or the juvenile is found not to have
engaged in the alleged conduct; or the juvenile is found to have engaged in the conduct but has
reached the age of 18, is not subject to commitment to the Texas Youth Commission or to
transfer under a determinate sentence to the Texas Department of Corrections and there is no record
that he or she committed a criminal offense after reaching the age of 17; or the person is older than
18 years, at least three years have elapsed after the person's release from commitment, and there is
no evidence that he or she committed a criminal offense after the release. RETENTION: Must be
destroyed immediately upon fulfillment of any of the conditions listed. [By law - Family Code,
Section 51.15(e).] (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

B) If the juvenile is found to have engaged in conduct involving a violation of the penal code of a
grade other than a felony, has reached the age of 18, but there is a record that he or she committed
an offense after reaching the age of 17. RETENTION: Follow the retention periods in (b)(2)(A)
or (B), as applicable.

C) If the juvenile is found to have engaged in conduct involving a violation of the penal code of
the grade of felony. RETENTION: Follow the retention period in (b)(2)(C).

2) All other case papers:

A) If the person has reached the age of 23, was adjudged delinquent based on the violation of a
penal law other than the grade of felony, and has not been convicted of a felony as an adult.
RETENTION: See retention note. [By law - Family Code, Section 51.16(i).] (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

Retention Note: State law requires that the records can only be destroyed at this point
by the court's own motion or upon a motion by the person in whose name the files or
records are kept. County clerks wishing to dispose of juvenile case papers at the
expiration of the retention period prescribed under these circumstances should petition the
court for an order directing that the records be destroyed. County clerks may dispose of
juvenile case papers on their own initiative only according to the retention period set out
in (2)(B) or (C).

B) If the person has reached the age of 23, was adjudged delinquent based on the violation of a
penal law other than the grade of felony, but he or she has been convicted of a felony as an adult;
or if the person has reached the age of 23, has not been convicted of a felony as an adult, but the
court on its own or another's motion has not ordered the destruction of ^keqapers. RETENTION:
Until the individual is 33.

C) If the case papers concern an adjudication of delinquency based on the violation of a penal law
of the grade of felony. RETENTION: Date of judgment in disposition hearing + 25 years.

3) Audio or videotapes of release hearings. RETENTION: Date of final judgment in release hearing + 2
years. [By law - Family Code, Section 54.11(g).]

1700-03 JUVENILE COURT DOCKET. RETENTION: 5 years.

1700-04 JUVENILE RECORD (JUVENILE COURT MINUTES). RETENTION: PERMANENT.
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SECTION 3-7: RECORDS OF COMMITMENT AND ADMISSION
TO STATE CARE

1725-01 ALCOHOLISM CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to alcoholic commitment cases. RETENTION: 5
years after final judgment on grant or denial of petition for commitment.

1725-02 ALCOHOLISM DOCKET. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure,
Rule 26.]

1725-03 ALCOHOLISM MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1725-04 CANCER AND PELLAGRA APPLICATIONS - Documents filed with the county judge by or on behalf of
persons seeking admission to state hospitals for the treatment of cancer or pellagra. RETENTION: Destroy at option.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1725-05 CRIPPLED CHILDREN APPLICATIONS - Documents filed with the county judge seeking hospitalization
and medical care for crippled children. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1725-06 CRIPPLED CHILDREN DOCKET. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)

1725-07 CRIPPLED CHILDREN MINUTES. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

1725-08 EPILEPTIC APPLICATIONS - Documents filed with the county judge by or on behalf of persons seeking
admission to the Abilene State Hospital. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1725-09 EPILEPTIC DOCKET. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1725-10 EPILEPTIC MINUTES. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1725-11 MENTAL ILLNESS CASE PAPERS (LUNACY CASE PAPERS) - Documents relating to the
temporary or extended commitment under civil or criminal law of mentally ill persons (including juveniles) heard in county
court.

a) Cases in which application for commitment denied or judgment against commitment issued by court.
RETENTION: Final judgment + 5 years.

b) Cases in which application for commitment granted or judgment for commitment rendered and the date of death or
discharge from hospitalization or outpatient services is known. RETENTION: Date of death or discharge + 10
years.

c) Cases in which application for commitment granted or judgment for commitment rendered and date of death or
discharge from hospitalization or outpatient services is not known. RETENTION: Date of commitment + 50
years.

1725-12 MENTAL ILLNESS DOCKET (LUNACY DOCKET). RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of
court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

1725-13 MENTAL ILLNESS MINUTES (LUNACY MINUTES). RETENTION: PERMANENT.
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1725-14 MENTAL RETARDATION CASE PAPERS - Documents relating involving the civil or criminal
commitment or transfer of mentally retarded persons (including juveniles) to residential care facilities or state mental
hospitals.

a) Cases in which application for commitment denied or judgment against commitment issued. RETENTION:
Final judgment + 5 years.

b) Cases in which application for commitment granted or judgment for commitment rendered and date of death or
discharge of the patient is known. RETENTION: Date of death or discharge + 10 years.

c) Cases in which,application for commitment is granted or judgment for commitment rendered and date of death or
discharge of the patient is not known. RETENTION: Date of commitment + 50 years.

1725-15 MENTAL RETARDATION DOCKET ( FEBBLEMINDED DOCKET). RETENTION:
PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

1725-16 MENTAL RETARDATION MINUTES (FEEBLEMINDED MINUTES). RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1725-17 NARCOTICS ADDICTION CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to narcotics addiction commitment
cases.

a) Cases in which petition for commitment denied. RETENTION: 5 years.

b) Cases in which petition for commitment granted and date of death or discharge of patient is known.
RETENTION: Discharge of patient + 5 years.

c) Cases in which petition for commitment granted and date of death or discharge of patient is not known.
RETENTION: Date of commitment + 10 years.

* 1725-17a NARCOTICS ADDICTION DOCKET. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of
Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

1725-18 NARCOTICS ADDICTION MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1725-19 TUBERCULOSIS APPLICATIONS - Documents filed with the county judge by or on behalf of persons
seeking admission to state chest hospitals. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

1725-20 TUBERCULOSIS DOCKET - Dockets books or sheets setting hearings by the county judge on tuberculosis
applications. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1725-21 TUBERCULOSIS MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

SECTION 3-8: NATURALIZATION RECORDS

1750-01 DECLARATION OF INTENTION RECORD - Bound or filed originals or recorded copies of declarations of
intention to become citizens filed by aliens. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1750-02 NATURALIZATION PAPERS - Petitions for naturalization, oaths of allegiance, witness affidavits, and orders
granting or denying citizenship submitted by aliens or their witnesses. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1750-03 NATURALIZATION RECORD - Proceedings involving naturalization. RETENTION: PERMANENT.
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SECTION 3-9: LIQUOR LICENSING RECORDS

* 1775-01 BEER AND WINE LICENSE APPLICATION RECORDS - Applications submitted to the county
judge for wine and beer retail permits or for licenses to manufacture, distribute, or sell beer within the county.
RETENTION: 2 years.

1775-02 BEER AND WINE LICENSE DOCKET - Docket books or sheets setting hearings on applications for beer
or wine licenses or permits. RETENTION: 10 years.

1775-03 LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION RECORDS - Original applications for retail malt or spiritous liquor
licenses. Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1775-04 LIQUOR LICENSE DOCKET (LIQUOR DEALERS DOCKET) - Docket of applications for retail malt
or spiritous liquor licenses.

a) If the Liquor License Record [1775-05] for the same period has survived. RETENTION: Destroy at option.

b) If the Liquor License Record [1775-05] for the same period has not survived. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1775-05 LIQUOR LICENSE RECORD (LIQUOR DEALERS JUDGMENT RECORD) - Proceedings of
county court on applications for retail malt or spiritous liquor licenses. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1775-06 NOTICES OF APPLICATION FOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE PERMITS - Notices to,the county
judge from the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission or its predecessors of applications for permits made directly to the
Commission. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

SECTION 3-10: FEE AND ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS

1800-01 CASH RECEIPTS - Receipt books or copies of receipts upon payment of fees, fines, or costs in civil, criminal,
probate or other cases; or for the deposit of trust funds.

a) Criminal receipts.

1) If county has an auditor. RETENTION: Transferred to auditor when all receipts issued. [By law - Code
of Criminal Procedure, Section 103.011.]

2) If the county does not have an auditor. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

b) All other county court receipts. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1800-02 COST DEPOSIT RECORD - Journal, ledger, ledger cards, or similar records of receipts to and disbursements
from monies deposited with the county clerk to cover costs in civil and probate proceedings. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

1800-03 COURT REPORTER REPORTS - Monthly reports submitted by court reporters to the presiding judge of a
county court. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1800-04 FEE BOOK - Fee books or sheets showing accounts of fees or costs accrued in cases heard in a county court.
RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

1800-05 [Withdrawn, see 1800-041

1800-06 JURY CERTIFICATES - Stubs or copies of jury certificates issued. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1800-07 TEXAS JUDICIAL COUNCIL, STATISTICAL REPORTS TO. RETENTION: 3 years.

1800-08 TRUST FUND RECORD - Journal, ledger, or similar record of receipts to and disbursements from trust funds,
including those involving restitution by persons on probation. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.
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1800-09 WITNESS AFFIDAVITS AND CERTIFICATES ( WITNESS FEE CLAIMS) - Copies or stub
books of affidavits or statements by persons or assignees claiming compensation for service as witnesses. RETENTION:
FE + 3 years.

SECTION 3-11: MISCELLANEOUS COURT RECORDS

1810-01 MOTOR CARRIER CONVICTIONS, REPORTS OF RECORD OF - Copies of reports to the State
Comptroller of fines assessed and collected for violations of the Motor Carrier Act. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1810-02 TRAFFIC CONVICTION ABSTRACTS - Copies of abstracts submitted to the Department of Public
Safety pertaining to traffic violations. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

PART 4: OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF
COUNTY CLERKS

Prefatory Note: The Local Government Code, Section 193.008, provides that county clerks who microfilm must divide
instruments received for filing, registering, or recording in classes specified by statute for recording on microfilm. The Local
Government Code, Section 193.002(a), permits clerks who do not microfilm to divide and maintain instruments in the same
manner. The records series titles contained in this part are those prescribed by statute.

1820-01 OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF REAL PROPERTY. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1820-02 OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY AND CHATTELS. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1820-03 OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF PROBATE COURTS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1820-04 OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF COUNTY CIVIL COURTS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1820-05 OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF COUNTY CRIMINAL COURTS. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

1820-06 OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF COMMISSIONERS COURT. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1820-07 OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF GOVERNMENTAL, BUSINESS, AND PERSONAL
MATTERS. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1820-08 OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS - A combination of Official Records of Real Property [1820-01] and Official
Public Records of Governmental, Business, and Personal Matters [1820-07]. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

PART 5: RECORDS OF THE COUNTY SURVEYOR

Prefatory Note: State law provides that when the office of county surveyor is vacant or has been abolished the county
clerk shall take custody of the records of the county surveyor and assume the recording duties of that office.

SECTION 5-1: SURVEY RECORDS

1825-01 AFFIDAVITS OF LOSS OR DESTRUCTION OF FIELD NOTES. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt
from destruction request to the Texas State Library)
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1825-02 ENCLOSED SCHOOL LAND REPORTS - Copies of annual reports to commissioners court on number of
sections of school land sold and enclosed during the year in county. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1825-03 FIELD NOTES - Original field notes of surveys of public land. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

Retention Note: If it is determined that the field notes have been recorded in the Survey Record [1825-06] and
sets of such originalfield notes have been sent to the General Land Office or to the agencies, persons, or companies
that ordered the survey as required by law or dictated by the customary practices of surveying, the field notes may be
destroyed at option and are exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library. Rough field notes or other
notes or papers used in the preparation of formal field notes may also be destroyed at option and are also exempt.

1825-04 MAPS AND PLATS - Maps of county lands and rights of way, plats and profiles of surveys, and all other maps
and plats used or created by the county surveyor.

a) Plats and maps that are recorded in the Survey Record [1825-06] or the Plat Record [1275-171. RETENTION:
AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Plats and maps that are not recorded in the Survey Record [1825-06] or the Plat Record [1275-17].
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1825-05 RECORD OF APPLICATIONS FOR SURVEY, LEASE, OR PURCHASE OF PUBLIC
LANDS - Recorded applications and supporting documentation for the survey, lease, or purchase of public land.
RETENTION: 2 years.

1825-06 SURVEY RECORD (RECORD OF FIELD NOTES) - Recorded copies of field notes and plats of surveys
of public land. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

SECTION 5-2: FEE AND ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS

1850-01 ANNUAL FEE REPORTS. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

1850-02 CASH RECEIPTS. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1850-03 DAILY CASH BOOK OR REPORTS. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1850-04 DEPOSIT WARRANTS - Copies of deposit warrants issued by the county clerk or the county treasurer for
monies deposited in any funds or accounts of the county surveyor. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

1850-05 FEE BOOK. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

1850-06 LEGAL OPINIONS - Copies of legal opinions rendered to the county surveyor by the county attorney or the
district attorney. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1850-07 MONTHLY EXPENSE REPORTS. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1850-08 [Withdrawn]

* 1850-09 OPEN RECORDS REQUESTS - Written open records requests, including those sent by electronic mail or
facsimile, submitted to a county surveyor, including correspondence and other documentation relating to the requests.

a) Approved requests. RETENTION: Approval of request + 1 year. [Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library]

b) Denied requests. RETENTION: Denial of request + 2 years.
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1850-10 RECORDS MANAGEMENT RECORDS

a) Records control schedules (including all successive versions of or amendments to schedules). RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

b) Records destruction documentation - Records documenting the destruction of records under records control
schedules, including requests submitted to the Texas State Library and Archives Commission for authorization to
destroy unscheduled records or the originals of permanent records that have been microfilmed. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

c) Records inventories - Lists or inventories of the active and inactive records created or received by a county office.
RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

d) Records management plans and policy documents - Plans and similar documents establishing the policies and
procedures under which a records management program operates. RETENTION: US + 5 years.

1850-11 REPORTS OF COLLECTIONS (MONTHLY FEE REPORTS). RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

PART 6: RECORDS OF THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS AND COUNTY BOARDS OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES

[ABOLISHED OFFICES AND BOARDS ONLY]

Prefatory Note: Texas Education Code, Section 17.95, effective 31 December 1978, abolished the county board of school
trustees and the office of county superintendent of schools in counties without common or rural school districts. The board
and/or the office can be continued through ad valorem taxation or by contract among the independent school districts of a
county.

This schedule applies only to the records of boards and offices abolished 31 December 1978 or earlier. For records of active
offices of the county superintendent of schools see Local Schedule SD (Records of Public School Districts).

The retention periods set down in this section must be followed by the county clerk, the countyjudge, the county treasurer, or
any other county officer who has custody of any of the records of abolished offices listed in this section.

SECTION 6-1: RECORDS OF PROCEEDINGS

1875-01 ELECTION RECORD (SCHOOL TRUSTEES). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1875-02 MINUTES OF THE COUNTY BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1875-03 NOTICES OF COUNTY BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES MEETINGS. RETENTION: Destroy
at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1875-04 NOTICES OF COUNTY BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES MEETINGS. RETENTION: Destroy
at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1875-05 RECORD OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS - Proceedings of the county board of school trustees or commissioners
court establishing school district boundaries, including petitions, plats, and survey field notes. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

Retention Note: Original survey field notes of school district boundaries or of other surveys relating to
schools found among the records of the county superintendent of schools may be destroyed at option provided that
they have been properly recorded in the Minutes of the County Board of School Trustees (1875-02] or in either of
the Records of School Districts (1875-02]. If they have not been properly recorded in any of those records they
should be retained PERMANENTLY.
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1875-06 SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD MINUTES - Proceedings'of the boards of trustees of independent, common,
or rural school districts in the county that through dissolution or by other means passed to the custody of the county
superintendent of schools. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1875-07 SCHOOL TRUSTEE REGISTER - Register, record, or lists of school trustees and board officers in the
county. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

SECTION 6-2: FINANCIAL RECORDS

1900-01 ACCOUNT JOURNALS - Account books or journals of original entry detailing receipts to, disbursements
from, or encumbrances involving school funds or accounts. RETENTION: Destroy at option.

1900-02 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE RECORDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

1900-03 ANNUAL AUDIT REPORTS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt
from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1900-04 ANNUAL STATEMENTS OF SCHOOL FUNDS (ANNUAL REPORTS OF COUNTY
SCHOOL ACCOUNTS; ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORTS OF COUNTY SCHOOLS). RETENTION:
Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1900-05 ASSESSMENT ABSTRACTS - Abstracts of property assessments in school districts under the administration
of the county superintendent of schools. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1900-06 BANKING RECORDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

* 1900-07 BOND REGISTERS. RETENTION: Destroy at option.

Retention Note: Prior to disposal, bond registers shall be appraised by the records management offtcer for
historical value and those determined by the records management officer to merit retention for historical reasons must
be retained permanently. Older bond registers from a time when the government itself or a local bank handled the
issuance and payment of bonds often contain the names of local residents who subscribed to the bond issue. These
registers usually merit permanent retention for historical reasons.

1900-08 BONDS AND COUPONS - Canceled or unsold bonds, coupons, and similar instruments of paid bonded
indebtedness. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1900-09 BUDGET REQUESTS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1900-10 CASH RECEIPTS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

1900-11 [Withdrawn, see 1900-20]

1900-12 DEPOSIT WARRANTS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1900-13 FEDERAL AND STATE TAX FORMS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)

1900-14 OFFICE AND TRAVEL EXPENSE REPORTS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)
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1900-15 OFFICIAL BUDGETS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library) I

1900-16 PAYROLL REGISTERS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1900-17 REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TAXES COLLECTED. RETENTION: Destroy at option.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1900-18 RETIREMENT RECORD - Record book or account sheets of teacher or other school employee retirement
and/or federal withholding tax deductions. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1900-19 RETIREMENT REPORTS - Copies of pay period or other reports submitted by the county superintendent of
schools to the Texas Teacher Retirement System detailing retirement deductions. RETENTION: Destroy at option.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1900-20 SCHOOL FUND LEDGER (SCHOOL LEDGER, ACCOUNTS WITH SCHOOL DISTRICTS,
COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT'S SCHOOL RECORD, SUPERINTENDENT'S SCHOOL RECORD,
COUNTY JUDGE'S SCHOOL RECORD) - General account ledger maintained by the county superintendent of
schools showing apportionment to and receipts and disbursements from all school funds or accounts under his control.
RETENTION: Destroy at option.

Retention Note: It is an exception to the retention given that if any volume of a school fund ledger contains
lists of persons applying for teaching certificates by examination or of trustees and teachers in each district,
information on the location of schoolhouses, or recorded copies of the orders of the county board of school trustees
affecting school f nances it must be retained PERMANENTLY.

SECTION 6-3: STUDENT RECORDS

1925-01 ACHIEVEMENT TESTS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1925-02 BIRTH CERTIFICATES - Copies of birth certificates of students filed by parents or guardians for enrollment
or other purposes. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1925-03 CENSUS FORMS - Original census forms filled out for each family having children of school age.

a) All census forms dated 1948 or earlier. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) All census forms dated 1949 or later:

I) Forms for any year from 1949 to 1970 for which a Consolidated Scholastic Census [ 1925-04] exists.
RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2) Forms for any year from 1949 to 1970 for which a Consolidated Scholastic Census [1925-04] does not
exist. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1925-04 CONSOLIDATED SCHOLASTIC CENSUS ROLLS - Consolidated census rolls of students enrolled in
county schools. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

LOCAL SCHEDULE CC Page 51 of 54



Effective October 20, 1997

1925-05 CUMULATIVE SCHOLASTIC RECORD (PERMANENT GRADE RECORD, PERMANENT
SCHOOL RECORD, PERMANENT GRADE SHEETS) - Record books, cards, or sheets showing academic
achievement record of each student enrolled in county schools.

a) For students in grades Pre-K through 8. RETENTION: Destroy at option.

b) For students in grades 9-12. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1925-06 SCHOOL CENSUS RECORDS - Registers or lists of children of school age resident in county compiled
from 1854 to 1905. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

1925-07 STUDENT HEALTH RECORDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)

1925-08 STUDENT TRANSFER RECORDS - Registers or other records documenting the transfer of students
between school districts within a county or with districts in adjoining counties. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt
from destruction request to, the Texas State Library)

SECTION 6-4: ATTENDANCE AND ENROLLMENT RECORDS

1950-01 ATTENDANCE OFFICERS' RECORD - Register or list of•children of school age who are not attending
public or private schools in violation of compulsory attendance laws. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1950-02 DAILY ATTENDANCE SHEETS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request, to
the Texas State Library)

1950-03 PRINCIPALS' PERIOD REPORTS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

1950-04 SUPERINTENDENT'S ANNUAL REPORTS - Superintendent's annual reports on school enrollment.
RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1950-05 TEACHERS' DAILY REGISTER (DAILY REGISTER OF PUPIL ATTENDANCE).
RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1950-06 TEACHERS' MONTHLY OR PERIOD REPORTS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

SECTION 6-5: PERSONNEL RECORDS

1975-01 COUNTY INSTITUTE ATTENDANCE, RECORD OF - Record of attendance by teachers at county
teaching institutes. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1975-02 PERSONNEL RECORDS - Employment records of teachers and non-teaching personnel of the county school
system, including:

* a) The Teacher Service Record Card and any similar record for non-teaching personnel, on Texas Education Agency
or comparable forms, that provide, in summary, a record of the person's employment history in the county school
system. RETENTION: Termination of employment + 75 years.

b) All other personnel records. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

1975-03 REGISTRATION CARDS OF SCHOOL EMPLOYEES. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt
from destruction request to the Texas State Library)
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1975-04 TEACHERS APPLYING FOR EXAMINATION, RECORDS OF - Registers of persons applying for
teacher certification by examination before county boards of examiners.

a) Registers of persons applying for teaching certificates by examination maintained in the School Fund Ledger
[ 1900-20] or separately. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) All other documents relating to the examination of persons applying for teaching certificates. RETENTION:
Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

1975-05 TEACHERS' CERTIFICATE REGISTER - Abstracts or recorded copies of teachers' certificates of teachers
working in county schools. RETENTION:. PERMANENT.

SECTION 6-6: MISCELLANEOUS.RECORDS

2000-01 DEEDS - Deeds to school property. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2000-02 FEDERAL AND STATE SCHOOL AID RECORDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2000-03 INSURANCE RECORDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

2000-04 OPEN RECORDS APPLICATIONS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request
to the Texas State Library)

2000-05 TEXTBOOK RECORDS. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

?000-06 TRANSPORTATION RECORDS (SCHOOL BUS RECORDS). RETENTION: Destroy at option.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2000-07 VETERANS VOCATIONAL SCHOOL RECORDS - Records of veterans vocational schools established
in county.

a) Proceedings of the board of trustees of the vocational school. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) All other records, including academic records. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction
request to the Texas State Library)
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Comments or complaints regarding the programs and services of the
Texas State Library and Archives Commission can be addressed to the

Director and Librarian, PO Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711-2927.
512-463-5460 or 512-463-5436 Fax

Copies of this publication are available in alternative format upon request.

Page 54 of 54 LOCAL SCHEDULE CC



Effective October 20, 1997

TEXAS STATE LIBRARY
AND ARCHIVES COMMISSION

LOCAL SCHEDULE DC (2nd Edition)

RETENTION SCHEDULE FOR RECORDS OF DISTRICT CLERKS

This schedule establishes mandatory minimum retention periods for the records listed. No local
government office may dispose of a record listed in this schedule prior to the expiration of its retention
period. A records control schedule of a local government may not set a retention period for a record that is
less than that established for the record on this schedule. The originals of records listed in this schedule
may be disposed of prior to the expiration of the stated minimum retention period if they have, been
microfilmed or electronically stored pursuant to the provisions of the Local Government Code, Chapter
204 or Chapter 205, as applicable, and rules of the Texas State Library and Archives Commission adopted
under authority of those chapters. Actual disposal of such records by a local government or an elective
county office is subject to the policies and procedures of its records management program.

Destruction of local government records contrary to the provisions of the Local Government Records Act
of 1989 and administrative rules adopted under its authority, including this schedule, is a Class A
misdemeanor and, under certain circumstances, a third degree felony (Penal Code, Section 37.10).
Anyone destroying local government records without legal authorization may also be subject to criminal
penalties and fines under the Open Records Act (Government Code, Chapter 552).

INTRODUCTION

The Government Code, Section 441.158, provides that the Texas State Library and Archives Commission
shall issue records retention schedules for each type of local government, including a schedule for records
common to all types of local government. The law provides further that each schedule must state the
retention period prescribed by federal or state law, rule of court, or regulation for a record for which a
period is prescribed; and prescribe retention periods for all other records, which penods have the same
effect as if prescribed by law after the records retention schedule is adopted as a rule of the commission.

Local Schedule DC sets mandatory minimum retention periods for records series (identified in the Records
Series Title column) maintained by district clerks. If the retention period for a record is established in a
federal or state law, rule of court, or regulation, a citation to the relevant provision is given; if no citation is
given, the authority for the retention period is this schedule.

The retention period for a record applies to the record regardless of the medium in which it is maintained.
Some records listed in this schedule are maintained electronically in many offices, but electronically stored
data used to create in any manner a record or the functional equivalent of a record as described in this
schedule must be retained, along with the hardware and software necessary to access the data, for the
retention period assigned to the record, unless backup copies of the data generated from electronic storage
are retair.ed in paper or on microfilm for the retention period.
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Unless otherwise stated, the retention period for a record is in calendar years from the date of its creation.
The retention period, again unless otherwise noted, applies only to an official record as distinct from
convenience or working copies created for informational purposes. Where several copies are maintained,
each local government should decide which shall be the official record and in which of its divisions or
departments it will be maintained. Local governments in their records management programs should
establish policies and procedures to provide for the systematic disposal of copies.

If a record described in this schedule is maintained in a bound volume of a type in which pages are not
designed to be removed, the retention period, unless otherwise stated, dates from the date of last entry.

If two or more records listed in this schedule are maintained together by a local government and are not
severable, the combined record must be retained for the lengthof time of the component with the longest
retention period. A record whose minimum retention period on this schedule has not yet expired and is less
than permanent may be disposed of if it has been so badly damaged by fire, water, or insect or rodent
infestation as to render it unreadable, or if portions of the information in the record have been so
thoroughly destroyed that remaining portions are unintelligible. If the retention period for the record is
permanent on this schedule, authority to dispose of the damaged record must be obtained from the director
and librarian of the Texas State Library. The Request for Authority to Destroy Unscheduled Records
(Form SLR 501) should be used for this purpose.

Requests for Authority to Destroy Unscheduled Records (SLR 501), whose submission to the director and
librarian of the Texas State Library is required by the Local Government Code, Section 203.045, need not
be filed for records shown as exempt from the requirement.

Certain records listed in this schedule are assigned the retention period of AV (as long as administratively
valuable). This retention period affords local governments the maximum amount of discretion in
determining a specific retention period for the record described. Although AV may be used as a retention
period on a records control schedule of a local government, it is in the best interests of any records
management program that fixed retention periods be assigned for each records series. AV records tend to
accumulate and go unmanaged.

AMENDMENT NOTICE

An item number that is preceded by an asterisk (*) indicates either that the retention period or the
description of the record series has been changed from that which appeared in the edition of Local
Schedule DC, effective November 1, 1994, or the records series is new to this schedule. An asterisk is
also used before a retention note that has been amended or added at the beginning of the schedule or any or
its parts or sections. Changes to legal citations or non-substantive editorial changes are not noted.
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RECORDS OF DISTRICT CLERKS

Retention Notes: a) TEXAS COUNTY RECORDS MANUAL RENDERED WITHOUT EFFECT - The adoption and
issuance of the ftrst edition of this schedule by the Texas State Library and Archives Commission rendered without effect
Section 2 of Volume 11 of the Texas County Records Manual as amended through February 15, 1993. District clerks should
not use any part of the Texas County Records Manual to determine minimum retention periods or the requirements of local
government records laws.

b) USE OF LOCAL SCHEDULE GR (Records Common to All Governments) - Class 1000 (General Records), which was
part of Volame 11 of the Texas County Records Manual, is not included in this schedule. District clerks should use Local
Schedule GRfor determining minimum retention periods for administrative, personnel, financial, and support service records
not included in this schedule.

c) DESTRO Y A TOPTION - The term "destroy at option " as used throughout this schedule indicates that the record is an
obsolete record no longer required by law to. be maintained by district clerks. We recommend that district clerks who wish to
retain these records rather than destroy them assign definite retention periods for the records on their records control schedules.

d) SCOPE OF THIS PART - In some counties, the district clerk, by law, serves either as the exclusive clerk to one or more
statutory county courts, as clerk in cases concerning family law only, or as clerk in cases concerning family law and in civil
and/or criminal cases in which the court has concurrent jurisdiction with district courts. The district clerk must follow the
minimum retention periods in Local Schedule CC (Records of County Clerks) for records of any county court at law to which
he or she is clerk that are not covered in this schedule. The district clerk must follow the retention periods in this volume for
records relating to family law matters heard in a county court at law to which he is clerk

e) MEANING OF FINAL JUDGMENT - For retention dating purposes, the use of the term 'final judgment" in retention
periods, unless otherwise qualified means:

1) Civil and Family Law Cases - From the date judgment signed in a district court or the court of jurisdiction if a
foreign judgment; or if new trial or further proceedings granted on motion or mandated on appeal, from date judgment
rendered and signed in new trial orfurther proceedings; or if appealed and judgment of trial court affirmed, modifted
or rendered as it should have been rendered or appeal dismissed from date mandate or notice of dismissal received
from appeals court; whichever applicable.

2) Criminal Cases - From the date judgment signed in a district court; or if new trial or funher proceedings granted
on motion or mandated by reversal on appeal, from date judgment rendered and signed in new trial or further
proceedings; or if appealed and judgment of trial court affirmed or judgment of acquittal issued or appeal dismissed,
from date mandate or notice of dismissal received from appeals court; whichever applicable.

3) Juvenile Cases - State laws provide that appeals from decisions in these types of hearings shall be governed by
the Rules of Civil Procedure and the Rules of Appellate Procedure, and the dating of final judgment should follow
the guidelines set out in (e)(l) above.

f) PRE. 1876 RECORDS AND RETENTION RECOMM£_NDAT(ONS - Notwithstanding the retention periods set down in this schedule,

the following records must be retained permanently:

1) all case papers dated 1876 or earlier and trial dockets containing entries dated 1876 or earlier; and

2) case papers and trial dockets from any period if the minutes of the case have been lost or destroyed

In addition, with regard only to case papers in which final judgment has been rendered, this manual recommends, but does not
require that consideration be given to retaining:

1) all case papers dated from 1877 to 1920 PERMANENTLY; and

2) papers in a case from any period that, because of its notoriety or significance, might possess enduring value.
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* g) FINGERPRINTS - Code of Criminal Procedure, art. 38.33, requires that the fingerprint of a person convicted of a Class
A misdemeanor or a felony he placed on the judgment or docket sheet. The fingerprint is meant to serve as an aid to the
identification of a person for use as evidence ofprior convictions. The amended article applies only to convictions had on or
after 1 September 1987. Because of the long retention periods set for the various records concerning felony cases in this
section, this note is concerned only with misdemeanor records in district courts.

If the fingerprint appears on a misdemeanor judgment sheet or an orderfor probation that is incorporated directly into the
Criminal Minutes (2125-081 or the District Court Minutes [2150-071 none of the retention periods listed in this manual is
affected, but if the only copy of the fingerprint appears on a document in either of the following two categories, then the
document must be retained 20 years after final judgment or after last entry as applicable.

h) RETENTION OF CIVIL EXHIBITS AND DEPOSITIONS - Exhibits and depositions in civil cases must be retained and
disposed of in accordance with the following orders of the Texas Supreme Court, unless a county has obtaineld a modiffied
order from the Supreme Court amending the procedure for that county.

The 20 year retention required for documents in Categories I and 2 apply only to those documents or portions of a docket,
judgment, or order created on or after I September 1987 and containing the only copy of the fingetprints of convicted persons.
It does not apply to any documents in the same categories created on or before 31 August 1987.

I

Category I- On a misdemeanor docket sheet in the Criminal Docket [2125-061 or the Criminal File Docket - Type
IV (2125-071, or on a separate docket sheet filed with the Criminal Case Papers [2125-05J.

Category 2 - On a misdemeanor judgment or an order for probation filed with the Criminal Case Papers (2125-051
and not directly incorporated into the Criminal Minutes [2125-081 or the District Court Minutes (2150-071. .

1) Exhibits: In compliance with the provisions of Rule 14b, the Supreme Court hereby directs that exhibits offered
or admitted into evidence shall be retained and disposed of by the clerk of the court in which the exhibits are filed
upon the following basis.

This order shall apply only to: (1) those cases in which judgment has been rendered on service of process by
publication and in which no motion for new trial was filed within two years after judgment was signed; and, (2) all
other cases in which judgment has been signed for one year and in which no appeal was perfected or in which a
perfected appeal was dismissed or concluded by a final judgment as to all parties and the issuance of the appellate
court's mandate such that the case is no longer pending on appeal or in the trial court.

Afterfirst giving all attorneys of record thirty days written notice that they have an opportunity to claim and
withdraw the trial exhibits, the clerk, unless otherwise directed by the court, may dispose of the exhibits. If any
such exhibit is desired by more than one attorney, the clerk shall make the necessary copies and prorate the cost
among all the attorneys desiring the exhibit

If the exhibit is not a document or otherwise capable of reproduction, the party who offered the exhibit shall be
entitled to claim same; provided however, that the party claiming the exhibit shall provide a photograph of said
exhibit to any other party upon request and payment of the reasonable cost thereof by the other party.

2) Deposition Transcripts and Depositions Upon Written Questions: In compliance with the provisions of Rule
209, the Supreme Court hereby directs that deposition transcripts and depositions upon written questions be retained
and disposed of by the clerk of the court in which the same are filed upon the following basis.

This order shall apply only to: (1) those cases in which judgment has been rendered on service of process by
publication and in which no motion for new trial was filed within two years after judgment was signed; and, (2) all
other cases in which judgment has been signed for one year and in which no appeal was perfected or in which a
perfected appeal was dismissed or concluded by a final judgment as to all parties and the issuance of the appellate
court's mandate such that the case is no longer pending on appeal or in the trial court.

After first giving all attorneys of record written notice that they have an opportunity to claim and withdraw the same,
the clerk, unless otherwise directed by the court, may dispose of them thirty days after giving such notice. If any
such document is desired by more than one attorney, the clerk shall make the necessary copies and prorate the cost
among all the attorneys desiring the document.
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* i) RETENTION OF CRIMINAL EXHIBITS - Exhibits in criminal cases in which a person was convicted must be retained
and disposed of in accordanre with the following provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, art. 2.21:

1) To be eligible for disposal the exhibit must not be contraband or a firearm, must not have been ordered by the
court to be returned to its owner, and is not an exhibit in another pending criminal action.

2) An eligible exhibit may be disposed of on or after the first anniversary of the date on which a conviction becomes
final in the case, if the case is a misdemeanor or a felony for which the sentence imposed by the court is five years or
less; or on or after the second anniversary of the date on which a conviction becomes final in the case, if the case is a
non-capital felony for which the sentence imposed by the court is greater than 5 years.

3) Prior to disposal, county and district clerks in a county with a population of less than 1.7 million must provide
written notice by mail to the attorney representing the state and the attorney representing the defendant of the intent
to dispose. If a request for return is not received from either attorney before the 31 st day after the date of notice, the
clerk may dispose of the exhibit.

4) County and district clerks in a county with a population of 1.7 million or more may dispose of an eligible
exhibit on the date provided in (2) ifon that date the clerk has not received a request for the exhibit from either the
attorney representing the state or the attorney representing the defendant.

PART 1: CIVIL CASE RECORDS

2025-01 APPEARANCE DOCKET (CALL DOCKET) - Docket books or sheets of civil suits filed in a district
court used to call cases on appearance day. RETENTION: 3. years. .

2025-02 CIVIL BAR DOCKET - Docket books or sheets of civil suits filed for the use of attorneys. RETENTION:
AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2025-03 CIVIL CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to civil proceedings (including pre-trial, preliminary, or
interlocutory proceedings or hearings) and of scire facias and ancillary civil proceedings, except condemnation, family law, and
juvenile delinquency cases, heard or received as a foreign judgment.

a) Cases dismissed on motion of plaintiff, for wapt of prosecution, or for other reasons within the court's power.
RETENTION: Dismissal +.3 years.

* b) All other cases. (See retention note.)

Retention Notes: a) Final judgment + 20 years or, if applicable to the case, 12 years from date
judgment revived whichever longer, provided that at the time of disposal (1) no discovery proceedings are
underway in the case and (2) the judgment and mandate (if applicable) have been-:;rtered of record in a
permanent minute book of the coum

b) Prior to disposal, civil case papers shall be appraised by the records management officerfor historical
value and those determined by the records management officer to merit retention for historical reasons must
be retained permanently. Some civil case papers may merit permanent retention because they provide
signiftcant documentation of the history of the local community or the state.

c) Exhibits and depositions. RETENTION: See retention note (h) on page S. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)

* d) Bills of cost under both (a) and (b). RETENTION: FE of final payment + 3 years.

* e) Transcripts and statements of fact from the district court on appeal. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

* f) Citations, waivers of citation, subpoenas, witness attachments, returns, and applications for such process.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.
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* g) Appeal, cost, supersedeas, or similar surety bonds or certificates of deposit or affidavits in lieu thereof.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

2025-04 CIVIL DOCKET (CIVIL DOCKET-DISPOSED). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2025-05 CIVIL FILE DOCKET (CIVIL DOCKET-PENDING) - Original entry docket books or sheets of civil
cases.

a) TYPE I - File docket, which does not contain an account of fees due, whose contents are transcribed into a docket
of disposed cases after adjudication. RETENTTON: AV after transcription. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

b) TYPE II - File docket, which does contain an account of fees due, whose contents, except those relating to fees,
are transcribed into a docket of disposed cases after adjudication. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

c) TYPE III - Non-transferred sheets of a file docket, which does not contain an account of fees due, whose sheets are
transferred to a docket of disposed cases as the case moves from pending to disposed. RETENTION: 3 years.

d) TYPE IV - File docket, which may or may not contain an account of fees due, whose contents are not transcribed
or whose sheets are not transferred, but which serves as a combination pending and disposed docket. RETENTION:
PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

2025-06 CIVIL MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2025-07 CONDEMNATION CASE PAPERS (EMINENT DOMAIN CASE PAPERS)

a) Cases dismissed on motion of plaintiff, for want of prosecution, or for other reasons within the court's power.
RETENTION: Dismissal + 3 years.

b) All other cases. (See retention note.)

Retention Note: Condemnation case papers must be retained for 10 years after entry of judgment
approving award of special commissioners on the minutes of the court in the absence of objection or after
final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in court in trial of the cause, whichever
applicable, except if suit is dismissed on.motion of condemnor, the award of the special commissioners
must be retained PERMANENTLY or, if it is entered of record in any subsequent suit, until the expiration
of the retention period applicable to the records of that suit, whichever sooner.

c) Exhibits and depositions. RETENTION: See retention note (h) on page S. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)

* d) Bills of cost under both ( a) and (b). RETENTION: FE of final payment + 3 years.

* e) Citations, waivers of citation, subpoenas, witness attachments, returns, and applications for such process.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

* f) Appeal, cost, supersedeas, or similar surety bonds or certificates of deposit or affidavits in lieu thereof.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

2025-08 JURY DOCKET (JURY TRIAL DOCKET) - Docket books or sheets of civil suits in which juries have
been requested. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.1

2025-09 SUBPOENAS - Stub books, copies, or recorded copies of civil subpoenas issued. RETENTION: 2 years.
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PART 2: TAX SUIT RECORDS

2050-01 CIVIL BAR DOCKET - Docket books or sheets of delinquent tax suits-filed for the use of attorneys.
RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2050-02 DELINQUENT TAX CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to delinquent tax cases. RETENTION: Follow
retention periods for Civil Case Papers [2025-031.

2050-03 DELINQUENT TAX DOCKET (DELINQUENT TAX DOCKET-DISPOSED). RETENTION:
PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.1

2050-04 DELINQUENT TAX FILE DOCKET (DELINQUENT TAX DOCKET-PENDING) - Original entry
docket books or sheets of delinquent tax cases. RETENTION: Follow retention periods for Civil File Docket [2025-051.

2050-05 DELINQUENT TAX MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2050-06 ORDER OF SALE RECORD (ORDER OF SALE DOCKET) - Recorded orders of sale arising from
judgments in delinquent tax suits. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

PART 3: FAMILY LAW CASE RECORDS

2075-01 ADOPTION CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to adoption, annulment of adoption, and revocation of
adoption proceedings.

a) Cases dismissed on motion of petitioner, for want of prosecution, or for other reasons within the court's power.
RETENTION: Dismissal + 3 years.

b) All other cases. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

c) Exhibits and depositions. RETENTION: See retention note (h) on page S. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)

* d) Bills of cost under both (a) and (b). RETENTION: FE of final payment + 3 years.

* e) Citations, waivers of citation, subpoenas, witness attachments, returns, and applications for such process.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

* f) Appeal, cost, supersedeas, or similar surety bonds or certificates of deposit or affidavits in lieu thereof.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwisa terminated in the case.

2075-02 ADOPTION DOCKET (ADOPTION DOCKET-DISPOSED). RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By
rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.1

2075-03 ADOPTION FILE DOCKET (ADOPTION DOCKET-PENDING) - Original entry docket books or
sheets of adoption, annulment of adoption, and revocation of adoption cases.. RETENTION: Follow retention periods for
Civil File Docket [2025-051.

2075-04 ADOPTION MINUTES (ADOPTION RECORD). RETENTION: PERMANENT.
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2075-05 CHILD SUPPORT CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to proceedings involving child support, the
enforcement of child suppnrt, or custody of a child.

a) Cases dismissed on motion of petitioner, for want of prosecution, or for other reasons within the court's power.
RETENTION: Dismissal + 3 years.

b) All other cases. (See retention note.)

Retention Note: Final judgaeent + 20 years or 3 years after date on which child support obligation ends
pursuant to decree of order, whichever later; except if a judgment is rendered against obligor for arrearages,
follow the retention periodfor Civil Case Papers [2025-03(b)].

c) Exhibits and depositions. RETENTION: See retention note (h) on page S. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)

* d) Bills of cost under both (a) and (b). RETENTION: FE of final payment + 3 years.

* e) Citations, waivers of citation, subpoenas, witness attachments, returns, and applications for such process.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

* f) Appeal, cost, supersedeas, or similar surety bonds or certificates of deposit or affidavits in lieu thereof.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

2075-06 CHILD SUPPORT DOCKET (CHILD SUPPORT DOCKET-DISPOSED). RETENTION:
PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

2075-07 CHILD SUPPORT FILE DOCKET - Original entry docket books or sheets of cases involving child support,
enforcement of child support, or custody of a child. RETENTION: Follow retention periods for Civil File Docket [2025-
051.

2075-08 CHILD SUPPORT MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2075-09 COMMUNITY PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PETITIONS - Ex parte petitions of one spouse for the
sole management of community property or the sale without joinder of homesteads.

a) Granted petitions. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Denied petitions. RETENTION: 10 years.

2075-10 DIVORCE CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to divorce or annulment suits.

a) Cases dismissed on motion of petitioner, for want of prosecution, or for other reasons within the court's power.
RETENTION: Dismissal + 3 years.

b) Cases in which a final decree is rendered.

1) Custody of support of a minor child is not at issue. RETENTION: Follow retention period for Civil
Case Papers [2025-03b].

2) Custody or support of minor child is at issue. RETENTION: Follow retention period for Child
Support Case Papers [2075-05b].

c) Cases in which petition for divorce or annulment denied. RETENTION: Final judgment + 10 years.

d) Exhibits and depositions. RETENTION: See retention note (h) on page S. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)

* e) Bills of cost under both (a) and (b). RETENTION: FE of final payment + 3 years.
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* f) Citations, waivers of citation, subpoenas, witness attachments, returns, and applications for such process.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

* g) Appeal, cost, supersedeas, or similar surety bonds or certificates of deposit or affidavits in lieu thereof.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

2075-11 DIVORCE DOCKET (DIVORCE DOCKET-DISPOSED). RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of
court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

2075-12, DIVORCE FILE DOCKET (DIVORCE DOCKET-PENDING) - Original entry docket books or sheets
of divorce and annulment suits. RETENTION: Follow retention periods for Civil File Docket (2025-051.

2075-13 DIVORCE MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2075-14 NAME CHANGE PETITIONS

a) Granted petitions. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Denied petitions. RETENTION: 10 years.

2075-15 NEGLECTED CHILDREN CASE PAPERS (CHILD WELFARE CASE PAPERS) - Documents
relating to proceedings involving neglected, abandoned, and abused children. RETHNTION: Follow retention periods for
Child Support Case Papers (2075-051.

2075-16 NEGLECTED CHILDREN DOCKET (NEGLECTED CHILDREN DOCKET-DISPOSED)
RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.1

2075-17 NEGLECTED CHILDREN FILE DOCKET (CHILD WELFARE FILE DOCKET) - Original entry
docket books or sheets of cases involving neglected, abandoned, or abused children. RETENTION: Follow retention periods
for Civil File Docket (2025-051.

2075-18 NEGLECTED CHILDREN MINUTES (CHILD WELFARE MINUTES). RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

2075-19 STATE CUSTODY DECREE RECORDS -.Certified copies of out-of-state custody decrees, including any
correspondence or other documentation concerning the pendency of custody proceedings in other states. RETENTION: Final
judgment + 20 years or 3 years after child support obligations ends by order or decree, whichever later.

2075-20 PATERNITY SUIT CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to proceedings in pre-trial conferences and trials
to determine paternity.

a) Cases dismissed on motion of petitioner, for want of prosecution, or for other reasons within the court's power.
RETENTION: Dismissal + 3 years.

b) Cases in which final judgment is rendered.

1) Alleged father is determined to be the father of the child. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2) Alleged father is determined not to be the father of the child. RETENTION: Final judgment + 10
years.

c) Exhibits and depositions. RETENTION: See retention note (h) on page 5. (Exempt from destruction request to
the Texas State Library)

* d) Bills of cost under both (a) and (b). RETENTION: FE of final payment + 3 years.

* e) Citations, waivers of citation, subpoenas, witness attachments, returns, and applications for such process.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.
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* f) Appeal, cost, supersedeas, or similar surety bonds or certificates of deposit or affidavits in lieu thereof.
RETENI'ION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

2075-21 REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES PETITIONS - Ex parte petitions for the removal of the disabilities of
minority. RETENTION: 10 years.

2075-22 VOLUNTARY LEGITIMATION PETITIONS AND STATEMENTS - Ex parte petitions and
statements of paternity for the voluntary legitimation of a child. RETENTTON: PERMANENT.

* PART 4: JUVENILE RECORDS

* SPECIAL NOTE: This section remains in effect until the effective date. of adoption of
Local Schedule JR (Juvenile Records) by the Texas State Library and Archives
Commission by an amendment to 13 TAC 7.125.

Prefatory Note: Juvenile court records are subject to sealing pursuant to Texas Family Code, Section 51.16: While
sealing restricts access to the records, it does not affect the minimum retention periods set down in this section nor the
destruction of such records following the expiration of those periods.

2100-01 JUVENILE CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to juvenile detention, transfer, adjudication, or disposition
proceedings, including all records transferred to the court by law enforcement or other agencies under sealing order issued by
the court.

Retention Note: The retention periods set out below are divided into two groups - those dealing with records
arising from a juvenile delinquency or offense committed on or before 31 August 1987 and those dealing with records
arising from a juvenile delinquency or offense committed on or after I September 1987. The Texas Legislature has
determined that an offense occurs on or after 1 September 1987 if all the elements of the offense occur on or after
that date.

a) Records concerning delinquent conduct or offenses committed on or before 31 August 1987:

1) Fingerprint cards and photographs only:

A) If a petition alleging that the juvenile engaged in delinquent conduct or conduct indicating a
need for supervision is not filed, the proceedings are dismissed, the juvenile is found not to have
engaged in the alleged conduct, or the juvenile is found to have engaged in the conduct but has
reached the age of 18 and there is no record that he or she committed a criminal offense after
reaching the age of 17. RETENTION: Must be destroyed immediately upon fulfillment of any of
the conditions listed. (By law - Family Code, Section 51.15(e) before-l-A87 amendment.]
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

B) If the juvenile is found to have engaged in the conduct, has reached the age of 18, but there is a
record that he or she committed an offense after reaching the age of 17. RETENTION: Follow
the retention period for (a)(2XA) or (B), as applicable.

2) All other case papers:

A) If the person has reached the age of 23 and has not been convicted of a felony as an adult.
RETENTION: See retention note. [By law - Family Code, Section 51.16(i). (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

Retention Note: State law requires that the records can only be destroyed at this point
by the court's own motion or upon a motion by the person in whose name the files or
records are kept. District clerks wishing to dispose ofjuvenile case papers at the
expiration of the retention period prescribed under these circumstances should petition the
courtfor an order directing that the records be destroyed District clerks may dispose of
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juvenile case papers on their own initiative only according to the retention period set out
in (a)(2)(B).

B) If the person has reached the age of 23 and he or she has been convicted of a felony as an adult;
or if the person has reached the age of 23, has not been convicted of a felony as an adult, but the
court on its own or another's motion has not ordered the.destruction of the papers. RETENTION:
Until the individual is 33.

b) Records concerning delinquent conduct or offenses committed on or after 1 September 1987:

1) Fingerprint cards and photographs only:

A) If a petition alleging that the juvenile engaged in delinquent conduct or conduct indicating a'
need for supervision is not filed, the proceedings are dismissed, or the juvenile is found not to have
engaged in the alleged conduct; or the juvenile is found to have engaged in the conduct but has
reached the age of 18, is not subject to commitment to the Texas Youth Commission or to
transfer under a determinate sentence to the Texas Department of Corrections and there is no record
that he or she committed a criminal offense after reaching the age of 17; or the person is older than
18 years, at least three years have elapsed after the person's release from commitment, and there is
no evidence that he or she committed a criminal'offense after the release. RETENTION: Must be
destroyed immediately upon fulfillment of any of the conditions listed. [By law - Family Code,
Section 51.15(e).] (Exempt from destruction.request to the Texas State Library)

B) If the juvenile is found to have engaged in conduct involving a violation of the penal code of a
grade other than a felony, has reached the age of 18, but there is a record that he or she committed
an offense after reaching the age of 17. RETENTION: Follow the retention periods in (b)(2)(A)
or (B), as applicable.

C) If the juvenile is found to have engaged in conduct involving a violation of the penal code of
the grade of felony. RETENTION: Follow the retention period in (b)(2)(C).

2) All other case papers:

A) If the person has reached the age of 23, was adjudged delinquent based on the violation of a
penal law other than the grade of felony, and has not been convicted of a felony as an adult.
RETENTION: See retention note. [By law - Family Code, Section 51.16(i).] (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

Retention Note: State law requires that the records can only be destroyed at this point
by the court's own motion or upon a motion by the person in whose name the ftles or
records are kept. District clerks wishing to dispose ofjuvenile case papers at the
expiration of the retention period prescribed under these circumstances should petition the
court foran orderdirecting that the records be destroyed District clerks may dispose of
juvenile case papers on their own initiative only according to the retention period set out
in (2)(B) or (C).

B) If the person has reached the age of 23, was adjudged delinquent based on the violation of a
penal law other than the grade of felony, but he or she has been convicted of a felony as an adult;
or if the person has reached the age of 23, has not been convicted of a felony as an adult, but the
court on its own or another's motion has not ordered the destruction of the papers. RETENTION:
Until the individual is 33.

C) If the case papers concern an adjudication of delinquency based on the violation of a penal law
of the grade of felony. RETENTION: Date of judgment in disposition hearing + 25 years.

3) Audio or videotapes of release hearings. RETENTION: Date of final judment in release hearing + 2 years. [By
law - Family Code, Section 54.11(g).]
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2100-02 JUVENILE DOCKET. RETENTION: 5 years.

2100-03 JUVENILE FILE DOCKET (JUVENILE DOCKET-PENDING) - Original entry docket books or sheets
of juvenile detention, transfer, adjudication, and disposition hearings. (See retention note.)

Retention Note: Follow retention periods for Civil FileiDocket [2025-051, except that Type N dockets need be
kept only FE + 5 years rather than permanently.

2100-04 JUVENILE MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

PART 5: CRIMINAL CASE RECORDS

2125-01 BAIL BOND RECORD - Record of bail or recognizance bonds set or taken. RETENTION: 3 years.

2125-02 BENCH WARRANTS - Stub books or copies of bench warrants issued. RETENTION: 2 years.

2125-03 CAPIASES - Stub books or copies of capaises and summonses issued. RETENTION: 2 years.

2125-04 CRIMINAL BAR DOCKET (STATE BAR DOCKET) - Docket books or sheets of criminal cases filed
for the use of attorneys. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2125-05 CRIMINAL CASE PAPERS - Documents relating to criminal cases, including those conceriing habeas
corpus and extradition.

a) Misdemeanor cases, including those reduced to misdemeanor under Penal Code, Section 12.44 (except DWI and
DUID). RETENTION: Date of dismissal or final judgment + 5 years, as applicable, but see retention note (g) on
page S.

b) DWI and DUID cases. (See retention note.)

Retention Note: 5 years after dismissal or acquittal, 10 years after final judgment in convictions for a
first and second offense or in convictions for a third or subsequent offense if the sentence is 2 years or less,
or follow retention period under (d) if the sentence in a third or subsequent offense is more than 2 years.
See also retention note (g) on page 5.

c) Felony cases in which charges are dismissed or the defendant is found not guilty. (See retention note.)

Retention Note: 10 years after dismissal or final judgment, as applicable, except (1) if proceedings are
dismissed as the result of the satrsfactory completion of a term ofprobation under deferred adjudication,
follow the retention period in (d); or (2) if the defendant is acquitted by reason of insanity follow the
retention period in (g).

d) Felony cases in which the sentence (or suspended sentence), term of probation, combined sentence and term of
probation, cumulative sentences or terms of probation, or the longest sentence or term of probation of two or more
sentences or terms of probation to be served concurrently is more than 2 but less than 20 years. RETENTION:
Final judgment + 25 years.

e) Felony cases in which the sentence, cumulative sentences, or the longest sentence of two or more sentences to be
served concurrently is more than 20 years, including cases in which the sentence is life imprisonment or the death
penalty. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

f) Misdemeanor or felony cases in which proceedings are discontinued for civil commitment proceedings under
Section 6, Article 46.02, Code of Criminal Procedure. (See retention note.)

Retention Note: If at any time the defendant is found competent to stand trial and proceedings are
continued to final judgment, follow the appropriate retention period for adjudicated cases in (a) through (fl:
if at any time the defendant is discharged by the court or the charges are dismissed and the defendant bound
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over to a court of appropriate jurisdiction for civil commitment, follow the retention period in (a) or (c), as
applicable: or if the defendant is neither found competent to stand trial, discharged by the court, nor are
charges against the defendant dismissed preparatory to transfer to an appropriate court for civil commitment,
50 years.

g) Felony cases in which the defendant is acquitted by reason of insanity and in which the district court retains
jurisdiction of the case for civil commitment under Section 4(d), Article 46.03, Code of Criminal Procedure. (See
retention note.)

Retention Note: If at any time the court finds that the person does not meet the criteria for involuntary
commitment, 10 years from date of release; otherwise, 10 years after the death or discharge of the person
from a mental health or mental retardation facility, if known, or if not known, 50 years after date of initial
order of commitment.

h) Habeas corpus proceedings. (See retention note.)

Retention Note: 5 years from issuance or denial of writ in pre-convictionproceedings unless the court
issuing the writ is the same court having jurisdiction of the offense with which the applicant is charged in
which case the records should be kept for the same period as the case papers to which they relate. Post-
conviction habeas corpus proceedings records should be retained for the same period as the case papers to
which they are ancillary, except if the proceedings arise from an extradition demand the retention period
under (i) should be followed.

i) Extradition proceedings. RETENTION: Date of decision on extradition demand + 5 years.

j) Exhibits. RETENTION: See retention note (i) on page 6. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)

* k) Bills of cost in criminal cases. RETENTION: FE of final payment + 5 years.

* 1) Transcripts and statements of fact from the district court on appeal. RETENTION:.Receipt of mandate + 3
years.

* m) Pre-sentence investigation reports (misdemeanors). RETENTION: Final judgment + 2 years.

* n) Pre-sentence investigation reports (felonies). RETENTION: Final judgment + 10 years.

* o) Warrants, capiases, summonses, subpoenas, witness attachments, returns, and applications for,such process.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

* p) Bail, personal, appeal, peace, cost, and other surety bonds, or certificates of deposit or affidavits in lieu thereof.
RETENTION: 3 years after final judgment rendered or proceedings otherwise terminated in the case.

2125-06 CRIMINAL DOCKET (CRIMINAL DOCKET-DISPOSED) -

a) Docket of misdemeanor cases only. RETENTION: FE + 5 years, but see retention note (g) on page S.

b) Docket of habeas corpus filing only. RETENTION: 5 years.

c) All other criminal dockets of disposed cases. RETENTION: 20 years.

2125-07 CRIMINAL FILE DOCKET (CRIMINAL DOCKET-PENDING) - Original entry docket books or
sheets of criminal cases.

a) TYPE I - File docket, which does not contain an account of fees due, whose contents are transcribed into a
Criminal Docket [2125-06] after adjudication. RETENTION: AV after transcription.
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b) TYPE II- File docket, which does contain an account of fees due, whose contents, except that relating to fees, are
transcribed into a Criminal Docket [2125-06) after adjudication. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

c) TYPE III - Non-transferred sheets of file docket, which does not contain an account of fees due, whose sheets are
transferred to a Criminal Docket [2125-06] as the case moves from pending to disposed. RETENTION: 3 years.

d) TYPE IV - File docket, which does contain an account of fees due, whose contents are not transcribed or whose
sheets are not transferred, but which serves as a combination file docket, criminal docket, and fee book.
RETENTION: Follow retention periods for Criminal Docket [2125-06].

2125-08 CRIMINAL MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2125-09 EVIDENCE DOCKET - Docket recording evidentiary material filed in criminal cases.

a) If receipt of evidentiary material is also noted in the Criminal File Docket [2125-07]. RETENTION: AV.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) If receipt of evidentiary material is not noted in Criminal File Docket [2125-07]. RETENTION: Follow
retention periods for Criminal File Docket (2125-071.

2125-10 EXPUNGED CRIMINAL RECORDS - All criminal records and files, expunged pursuant to court order,
transmitted by other agencies to the district clerk or already in his possession, including petitions for expunction, copies of
court orders, and return receipts.

(a) Expunged records arising from arrests for offenses committed on or before August 31, 1989.' RETENTION:
Date of issuance of order + 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

(b) Expunged records arising from arrests for offenses committed on or after September 1, 1989 that are not given to
the petitioner. RETENTION: Must be destroyed on first anniversary date of date of issuance of order. [By law -
Code of Criminal Procedure, Section 55.02(d).] (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2125-11 PROBATION MINUTES. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2125-12 SEARCH WARRANTS - Search warrants with returns, issued by a district judge, including inventories of
property and any other associated documents.

a) If the judge is not satisfied that there was good ground for the issuance of the warrant. RETENTION: Date of
issuance + 10 years.

b) If the judge is satisfied that there was good ground for the issuance of the warrant. (See retention note.)

Retention Note: The warrant, inventory of property, and any other associated documents are forwarded
to the clerk of the court having jurisdiction of the case. If transferred to the district clerk, see Examining
Trial Case Papers [2225-011.

2125-13 SUBPOENAS (CRIMINAL) - Stub books, copies, or recorded copies of subpoenas issued. RETENTION: 2
years.

2125-14 WITNESS ATTACHMENTS - Stub books, copies, or recorded copies of attachment writs issued.
RETENTION: 2 years.

2125-15 WITNESS RECORD (WITNESS DOCKET) - Register of witnesses subpoenaed, attached, or recognized in
criminal cases. RETENTION: 3 years.
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PART 6: MULTI-CASE/MULTI-COURT RECORDS

2150-01 APPEAL RECORD (TRANSCRIPT DOCKET) - Record or register of civil or criminal appealed to a
higher court. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2150-02 ATTORNEYS' ORDER BOOK (CITATION RECORD) - Record of attorneys' requests for the issuance of
legal papers. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2150-03 ATTORNEYS' RECEIPT BOOK - Attorneys' receipts for documents temporarily withdrawn from custody of
the court. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2150-04 DEPOSITION RECORD - Record or register of depositions filed in civil or criminal cases. RETENTION:
AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2150-05 DISTRICT COURT DOCKET - Combined form of the Civil Docket [2025-04] and the Criminal Docket
[2125-06]. RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.]

2150-06 DISTRICT COURT FILE DOCKET (DISTRICT COURT DOCKET-PENDING) - Original entry
docket books or sheets of civil and criminal cases. RETENTION: Follow retention periodfor Civil File Docket (2025-051.

2150-07 DISTRICT COURT MINUTES (CIVIL AND CRIMINAL MINUTES). RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

2150-08 EXECUTION DOCKET - Record of executions issued to enforce judgments rendered in all manner of cases.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2150-09 MOTION DOCKET - Docket books or sheets recording motions filed by attorneys.

a) Combined civil/criminal motion docket. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

b) Separate civil motion docket. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

c) Separate criminal motion docket. RETENTION: 20 years.

2150-10 PROCESS LOG (DAY BOOK) - Chronological daily log of process and other instruments issued or received.
RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2150-11 SCIRE FACIAS DOCKET (BOND FORFEITURE DOCKET). RETENTION: PERMANENT. [By
rule of court - Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26.J

2150-12 SCIRE FACIAS MINUTES (BOND FORFEITURE MINUTES). RETENTION: PERMANENT.

PART 7: MISCELLANEOUS COURT RECORDS

2175-01 ADMINISTRATIVE ORDERS - Administrative orders issued by a district judge appointing special judges,
court reporters, bailiffs, temporary clerks, and other court officers; admitting attorneys to practice before the bar; setting date
and time of court sessions; and establishing other matters relating to the administrative functioning of a district court.

a) Original orders that have been recorded in a minute book of the court. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Original orders that have not been recorded in a minute book of the court. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2175-02 ATTORNEY GENERAL, REPORTS TO - Copies of periodic reports by district clerk to the attorney
general on criminal matters. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)
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2175-03 COURT REPORTER REPORTS - Reports submitted by court reporters to district court on the amount and
nature of the business pending in the court reporter's office. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

2175-04 COURT REPORTER EXAMINATION RECORDS - Records of competency examinations given to
prospective court reporters. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2175-05 DRUG-RELATED CONVICTIONS, RECORD OF - Copies of lists of persons convicted of a drug-related
felony in the county. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2175-06 FIRE INQUEST CASE PAPERS - Reports and verdicts of fire inquest juries, testimony of witnesses, and all
other documentary evidence relating to fire inquests held by a justice of the peace. RETENTION: Date of filing with district
clerk + 10 years.

Retention Note: Fire inquest case papers entered as evidence in a criminal or other proceeding should be retained
for the same period as the corresponding case papers. See Criminal Case Papers 12125=05J and Civil Case Papers
[2025-0jJ.

2175-07 GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE JUDGMENTS - Copies of judgments issued by State Bar grievance
committees concerning the disbarment, suspension, or reprimand of attorneys.

a) Original judgments that have been recorded in a minute book of the court. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Original judgments that have not been recorded in a minute book of the court. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2175-08 INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT BOARD, NOTICES TO - Copies of notices sent to the Industrial Accident
Board notifying the board of the filing of appeals from decisions of the board. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2175-09 INQUIRY COURT CASE PAPERS - Transcriptions of evidence and other papers arising from a court of
inquiry held by a district judge.

Retention Note: Any inquiry court case papers transferred to Criminal Case Papers [2125-051 as the result of an
arrest and prosecution arising from the court of inquiry should be retained for the same period as the appropriate
category of Criminal Case Papers. RETENTION: 10 years.

2175-10 INQUEST CASE PAPERS - Autopsy reports, testimony of witnesses, laboratory reports, reports of death, and
other documentary evidence or summaries of findings relating to inquests held by a justice of the peace. RETENTION: Date
of filing with district clerk + 10 years, but see retention note. [By law - Code of Criminal Procedure, art. 49.15(d).]

Retention Note: An order of the district court must be obtained by the district clerk to destroy this record after
the expiration of its retention period Original inquest case papers or sununary reports entered as evidence in a
criminal or other proceeding should be retained for the same period as the corresponding case papers. See Criminal
Case Papers [2125-05] and Civil Case Papers [2025-03].

2175-11 JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION REPORTS - Reports by district clerk to the county administrative judge
or the presiding judge of an administrative judicial region. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

2175-12 MOTOR CARRIER CONVICTIONS, REPORTS OF RECORD OF - Copies of reports to the State
Comptroller of fines assessed and collected for violations of the Motor Carrier Act. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)
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2175-13 SHORTHAND NOTES OF OFFICIAL COURT REPORTERS - Shorthand notes of official court
reporters.

a) Notes taken in a criminal case in which a person is convicted and sentenced to a term of more than two years and
an appeal is not taken. RETENTION: Length of sentence or 15 years, whichever sooner. [By rule of court - Rules
of Appellate Procedure, Rule 11(d).]

b) Notes in all other manner of cases. RETENTION: Date notes taken + 3 years. [By law - Government Code.
Section 52.046(a)(4).

c) Copies of transcripts and statements of fact.

Retention Note: While the responsibility for preserving notes under (b) lies with the court reporter,
reporters may have left office and left their notes with the district clerk or in storage in county buildings.
These notes may be disposed of after the expiration of the retention period given. State law also does not
require that court reporters retain copies of any transcripts or statements offact they prepare, but most do so
for reference. Again, copies of these documents may have been left with the district clerk or in storage in
county buildings. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2175-14 TEXAS JUDICIAL COUNCIL, STATISTICAL REPORTS TO. RETENTION: 3 years.

2175-15 TRAFFIC CONVICTION ABSTRACTS - Copies of abstracts submitted to the Department of Public
Safety pertaining to traffic violations. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texasq,:ate Library)

2175-16 WIRE AND ORAL COMMUNICATIONS INTERCEPTION RECORDS - Sealed sound recordings,
applications, and court orders of wire and oral communications interceptions ordered by a district judge.

* a) Recordings. RETENTION: Expiration of order or last extension of order, if applicable + 10 years. [By law -
Code of Criminal Procedure, art. 18.20(10)(b).] (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Applications and orders. RETENTION: Date of sealing + 10 years. [By law - Code of Ciiininal Procedure, art.
18.20(11).] (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

Retention Note: The destruction of recordings, applications, and orders at the ezpiration of the retention
period for each can be carried out only by order of the judge of competent jurisdiction in each administrative
district.

PART 8: JURY RECORDS

* 2200-01 JURY LISTS - Lists of persons chosen for service in district, county, or justice courts or on grand juries,
including lists of persons whose service has been postponed and defendants' and plaintiffs' lists. RETENTION: 1 year.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

* 2200-02 JURY TIME BOOK (JURY RECORD) - Record of persons serving on district court juries or grand juries.
RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

2200-03 SPECIAL VENIRE JURY LISTS - Lists of jurors summoned by writs of special venire for capital cases tried
in a district court. RETENTION: 5 years.

2200-04 STATEMENTS OF EXEMPTION FROM JURY DUTY - Statements by persons claiming temporary or
permanent exemption from jury duty on statutory grounds, including any statements of rescission of such claims.

a) Statements requesting permanent exemption. RETENTION: AV after notification sent to tax assessor-collector.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Statements requesting temporary exemption. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)
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* 2200-05 JUROR QUESTIONNAIRES - Forms completed by jurors reporting for jury duty. RETENTION: AV.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

PART 9: GRAND JURY RECORDS

2225-01 EXAMINING TRIAL CASE PAPERS (CRIMINAL COMPLAINT FILES). RETENTION:
5 years.

2225-02 EXAMINING TRIAL RECORD OR REGISTER - Record or register of complaints or examining trial
cases referred to the grand jury. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2225-03 GRAND JURY DOCKET (GRAND JURY MINUTES). RETENTION: 10 years.

2225-04 GRAND JURY FEE ACCOUNT REPORTS - Annual reports to the district judge by the grand jury on the
examination of officers' fee accounts. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

2225-05 GRAND JURY INDICTMENT REPORTS - Reports to the district court by a grand jury showing
indictments handed down by the grand jury during its term. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

2225-07 INDICTMENT RECORD OR REGISTER - Register or card file logging indictments returned by grand
jury. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2225-08 JUSTICE COURT DOCKET TRANSCRIPTS - Certified copies of justice court criminal and examining
trial dockets filed by justices of the peace. RETENTION: Date of filing + 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request to the
Texas State Library)

2225-09 SUBPOENAS (GRAND JURY) - Stub books, copies, or recorded copies of subpoenas issued.
RETENTION: 2 years.

2225-10 WITNESS RECORD (GRAND JURY) - Register of witnesses subpoenaed, attached, or recognized before a
grand jury. RETENTION: 2 years.

PART 10: NATURALIZATION RECORDS

2250-01 DECLARATION OF INTENTION RECORD - Bound or filed originals or recorded copies of declarations of
intention to become citizens filed by.aliens. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2250-02 NATURALIZATION PAPERS - Petitions for naturalization, oaths of allegiance, witness affidavits, and orders
granting or denying citizenship submitted by aliens or their witnesses. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2250-03 NATURALIZATION RECORD - Proceedings involving naturalization. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

PART 11: ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL RECORDS

2275-01 ACKNOWLEDGMENT RECORD - Record of acknowledgments or proofs of instruments taken by the
district clerk as ex-officio notary public. RETENTION: 10 years.

2275-02 ANNUAL FEE REPORTS. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)
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2275-03 APPLICATIONS FOR DEPUTIES - Copies of applications to commissioners court for deputies, assistants,
or clerks. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2275-04 AUDITOR'S REPORTS - Reports of county finances submitted by the county auditor to the district court.

a) Monthly report. RETENTION: 1 year. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Annual reports. RETENTION: 3 years.

* 2275-05 BANKING RECORDS - Bank statements, canceled or digitized images of checks, check registers, deposit
slips, debit and credit notices, reconciliations, notices of interest earned, etc. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

2275-06 CASH RECEIPTS - Receipt books or copies of receipts upon payment of fees, fines, or costs in civil, criminal,
probate .or other cases; or for the deposit of trust funds.

a) Critninal receipts:

1) If county has an auditor. RETENTION: Transferred to auditor when all receipts issued. [By law - Code
of Criminal Procedure, Section 103.011.1

2) If the county does not have an auditor. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

b) All other district court receipts. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

2275-07 CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENT LEDGER - Ledger showing the receipt and disbursement of monies from
the child support payment fund. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

2275-08 CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENT RECORD - Record of child support payments by case. RETENTION:
End of support period + 10 years.

2275-09 COST DEPOSIT RECORD - Records of receipts to and disbursements from monies deposited with the district
clerk to cover costs in civil proceedings. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

2275-10 COUNTY AUDITOR, REPORTS TO - Reports not listed elsewhere in this schedule submitted to the
county auditor on the receipt or disbursement of county funds or on cash balances in accounts of the district clerk.
RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2275-11 COURT REPORTER EXPENSE STATEMENTS - Copies of statements of expenses incurred by court
reporters serving outside the county of their residence in a district court serving more than one county or for serving as a
substitute reporter in a county other than that in which they are resident. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

2275-12 DAILY CASH BOOK OR REPORTS. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

2275-13 DAII.Y FILE RECORD - Daily record or register of papers received for filing. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt
from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2275-14 DEPOSIT WARRANTS - Copies of deposit warrants issued by the county clerk or the county treasurer for
monies deposited in any funds or accounts of the district clerk. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

2275-15 FEE BOOK - Fee books or sheets showing accounts of fees or costs acerued in cases heard in a district court.
RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

2275-16 (Withdrawn, see 2275-151

2275-17 INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORTS - Special audit reports of county finances submitted by finance
committees or special auditors appointed by a district court. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2275-18 JURY CERTIFICATES - Stubs or copies of jury certificates issued. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.
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2275-19 LEGAL OPINIONS - Copies of legal opinions rendered to the district clerk by the county attorney or the district
attorney. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2275-20 MINUTES OF OFFICERS' ACCOUNTS (OFFICERS' FEE BILLS DUE FROM STATE) -
Record of proceedings in district court approving expense claims or fees due from the state to various county or district
officers for service in district court felony cases, before the grand jury, or in examining trials. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

2275-21 MINUTES OF WITNESS ACCOUNTS ( WITNESS FEE CLAIMS) - Record of proceedings in district
court approving witness fee claims. RETENTION: FE + 3 years.

2275-22 MONTHLY EXPENSE REPORTS. RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library)

2275-23 [Withdrawn]

* 2275-24 OPEN RECORDS REQUESTS - Written open records requests, including those sent by electronic mail or
facsimile, submitted to a district clerk, including correspondence and other documentation relating to the requests.

a) Approved requests. RETENTION: Approval of request + 1 year. [Exempt from destruction request to the Texas
State Library]

b) Denied requests. RETENTION: Denial of request + 2 years.

2275-25 PROBATION COLLECTION RECORD (PROBATION FILE RECORD) - Documentation detailing
the collection of probation fees. RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

2275-26 RECORDS MANAGEMENT RECORDS

a) Records control schedules (including all successive versions of or amendments to schedules). RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

b) Records destruction documentation - Records documenting the destruction of records under records control
schedules, including requests submitted to the Texas State Library and Archives Commission for authorization to
destroy unscheduled records or the originals of permanent records that have been microfilmed. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

c) Records inventories - Lists or inventories of the active and inactive records created or received by a county office.
RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

d) Records management plans and policy documents - Plans and similar documents establishing the policies and
proceduies under which a records management program operates. RETENTION: US + 5 years.

2275-27 REPORTS OF COLLECTIONS (MONTHLY FEE REPORTS). RETENTION: AV. (Exempt from
destruction request to the Texas State Library)

2275-28 TRUST FUND RECORD - Journal, ledger, or similar record of receipts to and disbursements from trust funds.
RETENTION: FE + 5 years.

2275-29 WITNESS FEE REPORTS - Copies of reports submitted by the district clerk to the State Comptroller listing
fee claims for out-county witnesses. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State
Library)
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PART 12: BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL RECORDS

2300-01 ATTORNEY LICENSING RECORDS - Applications for license to practice law and reports of committees
on applications for license to practice law. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2300-02 ATTORNEY RECORD - Register or roster of attorneys licensed by a district court to practice in the county.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2300-03 CHIROPODY REGISTER (PODIATRY REGISTER) - Recorded licenses of chiropodists or podiatrists
issued by the state. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2300-04 CHIROPRACTIC REGISTER - Recorded licenses of chiropractors issued by the state. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

2300-05 MEDICAL REGISTER - Register of physicians licensed by local boards or the state. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

2300-06 PHARMACY REGISTER - Register of pharmacists licensed by local boards. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2300-07 [Withdrawn]

2300-08 VETERINARY REGISTER - Recorded licenses of veterinarians issued by the state. RETENTION:
PERMANENT.

PART 13: - MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS

2325-01 BONDS AND DEPUTATIONS OF COUNTY CLERK - Bonds, qualifying oaths, and deputations of
county clerks and their deputies. RETENTION: AR + 5 years.

2325-03 [Withdrawn]

2325-03 ESTRAY RECORD - Recorded affidavits and bonds of takers-up of estrayed animals, affidavits of appraisal of
the animals, and any accompanying reports of the death of estrays or affidavits of ownership of estrays, recorded with the
district clerk under the Stock Law of 1874. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2325-04 LIQUOR PRESCRIPTIONS AND AFFIDAVITS - Prescriptions, canceled prescriptions, and affidavits by
druggists for the sale of liquor for medicinal purposes, for the purchase of liquor from out of state or from wholesalers for
importation into prohibition territory and affidavits from clergy for the use of liquor for sacramental purposes.
RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2325-05 MARKS AND BRANDS RECORD - Register of livestock marks and brands and their subsequent sale or
transfer, recorded with the district clerk under the Stock Law of 1874. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2325-06 PASSPORT APPLICATION RECORDS - Copies of passport applications and all other records related to
the acceptance of such applications. RETENTION: Destroy at option.

2325-07 PRESCRIPTION REGISTER - Register of prescriptions and affidavits received from druggists and clergy for
the use of liquor for medicinal or sacramental purposes. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

2325-08 REGISTERED VOTERS, LISTS OF - Lists or registers of voters qualified to vote. RETENTION: AV.
(Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)
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2325-09 REPORTS OF LIQUOR SEIZED - Reports of liquor and associated property seized, and copies of receipts
issued by the sheriff for ooods if liquor or property was seized by officers other than the sheriff.

a) Receipts. RETENTION: Destroy at option. (Exempt from destruction request to the Texas State Library)

b) Reports. RETENTION: PERMANENT.

Comments or complaints regarding the programs and services of the
Texas State.Library and Archives Commission can be addressed to the

Director and Librarian, PO Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711-2927.
512-463-5460 or 512-463-5436 Fax

Copies of this publication are available in alternative format upon request.
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OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATION

JERRY L. BENEDICT
Administrative Director

TO: Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Texas
Presiding Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals
Chief Justices, Courts of Appeals

FROM: Jeffrey M. Vice

CC: Clerk, Supreme Court of Texas
Clerk, Court of Criminal Appeals
Clerks, Courts of Appeals

DATE: April 7, 1998

SUBJECT: Funding for Records Storage in the Intermediate Appellate Courts

Jerry Benedict has asked that funding for records storage in the intermediate appellate courts be
included as an agenda item for your meeting on April 16, 1998. As you may be aware, our office has
been researching records management in the intermediate appellate courts, and as a result, we have
drafted and are enclosing for your review the following:

• Project overview on records storage in the intermediate appellate courts,
• Cost estimates for microfilming appellate records (Attachments 1 and 1.1),
• States' retention periods for appellate records (Attachment 2),
• Estimated annual appellate records storage costs (Attachment 3), and
• Compiled results of January 1998 survey of the appellate clerks.

In the project overview's Actions for Consideration, we have identified possible approaches to address
the records storage problem. These include:

• Changing the storage medium for some or all of the records from paper to microfilm (estimates
provided),

• Reducing, through statute, the retention period for criminal records from permanent to some lesser
period (criminal records retention periods for other states provided for comparison), and

• Ensuring budgets for the 2000-2001biennium are sufficient to handle current costs, plus projected
increases in storage costs or costs associated with developing and implementing records purging
projects (current costs estimates provided; projected storage or purging project costs not identified
at this time).

Should you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at (512) 936-0197.

205 WEST 14'" STREET, SUITE 600 • TOM C. CLARK BUILDING •(512) 463-1625 • FAX (512) 463-1648
P. 0. Box 12066, CAPITOL STATION • AUSTIN, TExAS 7871 ?-2.066

httpJrWww. courts. state. U. us -



Project Overview: Recoids Storage in the Intermediate Appellate Courts

The Problem:

Storage, assessment, and disposal of an ever increasing number of intermediate appellate court
records and the costs associated with those activities. -

Back round:

Texas Government Code §51.204 requires appellate civil case files to be destroyed ten years after
final disposition, except for: (1) records containing "highly concentrated, unique, and valuable
information unlikely to be found in any other source available to researchers;" (2) indexes,
original opinions, minutes, and general court dockets; and, (3) records determined to be of
historical value. However, the clerks have not universally exercised their authority to assess civil
case files for historical or other value and purge the dated files deemed of no value.

In addition, appellate criminal case files are to be kept permanently. By the end of the next
biennium, the courts will be storing two decades worth of criminal records. Due to the volume of
civil and criminal records, most of the appellate courts are encountering difficulty in locating
space to house those records, and the current space being used does not always meet records
retention standards.

Storage situations vary for each appellate court, but some similarities exist. Many of the courts
have received considerable, cost-free space and services from the county where they are located.
However, several counties are encouraging the clerks to utilize their retention schedules to
destroy some of the court records, particularly as the county facilities become space constrained.
Also, several courts have transferred many of their older files to the state Archives in Austin or at
regional depositories during a time when the Archives were able and willing to take ownership of
the court records. Now, the State Library and Archives Commission is unable to serve as a
general repository for appellate court records, except in unique situations.

Actions for Consideration:

1. Change the storage medium from paper to microfilm. If criminal records must be kept
permanently, converting paper documents to microfilm rolls would alleviate space
constraints. Attachment 1 provides microfilming cost estimates based on the clerks'
responses to two surveys conducted by the OCA.

2. Change the statute to reduce the retention period of criminal records. Reducing the
retention period of criminal records would create an essentially finite amount of records to
be stored. Twelve of the appellate clerks advocate such a statutory change. Attachment 2
presents an overview of other states' retention periods for criminal records for comparative
purposes.
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3. Budget for increasing records storage costs. Certain courts are facing the possibility of
having to seek new or additional storage space from private vendors, particularly if
microfilming or a statutory change in the retention period for criminal records does not occur.
Cost estimates have not been developed, but monthly fees at the State Records Center run
$.1874 per cubic foot (i.e., per box). Attachment 3 presents current estimated annual
appellate records storage costs.

4. Budget for records assessment and.purge projects. To eliminate backlogs, the OCA could
assist interested courts in developing projects to assess their backlogged cases for historical
or other value as dictated above. As a benchmark, the 5" Court conducted such a project,
taking approximately one year to complete, at a cost around $10,000.

5. Develop or modify, and then implement, records management procedures. The OCA is
working with the appellate clerks and State Library consultants to identify and present "best
practices" associated with records management.

RM white Qaper.wyd 2



Attachment 1: Cost Estimates for Microfilming Intermediate Appellate Court Records .
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Attachmeiit 1.1: Assumptions Used in Developing
Cost Estimates for Microfilming Intermediate Appellate Court Records

1 Cost estimates for filming intermediate appellate records backlogs are based on inventory
estimates provided by the appellate clerks in their January 1998 survey responses. Two
cost estimates for filming annual records accumulations are presented: one is based on
inventory estimates provided by the appellate clerks in their January 1998 survey
responses, and the other is based on the average of FY97 and FY96 total cases disposed
for each court.

2. If a clerk solely provided estimated number of case files (e.g., files kept in shucks), the
totals were converted to number of boxes by using a four cases per box ratio.

3. The 2"a COA provided a case file count not segregated into civil or criminal. First, the
case file count was converted using Assumption 2.; then, since cases counted were from
1921-86, 95% were assigned to civil and 5% to criminal.

4. The cost estimates do not reflect several courts' records reduction activities since the
beginning of the year (e.g., the 2"d COA has shipped several hundred boxes of pre-1920
cases to the Archives and destroyed hundreds more).

5. The 71h COA's cost estimates reflect approximately 3000 case files, from 1991 to 1998,
which were not identified in their January 1998 survey response, but are housed on-site.

6. The 131h COA's cost estimates do not reflect that approximately 2,000 of the 6,000 case
files have previously been microfilmed, per the clerk; consequently, the estimate should
be reduced by one-third.

7. Calculation formulas were based on State Library and Archives Commission figures:
• Total # Documents/Images: 2500 images per box
• Total # Original/Duplicate Rolls: 4000 images per roll
• Total # Document Preparation Hours: 1000 images per hour
• Total # Months to Complete Project: 1 roll prepared and filriied'per day by one

person (project length proportionate to number of preparers and photographers)
• Total Filming Cost: $.04 per image
• Total Duplication Cost: $8.50 per roll
• Total Document Preparation Cost: $10 per preparation hour

8. Document preparation includes removal of all fasteners, mending of torn pages, visual
inspection, sorting of documents and creation of targets.

9. Cost estimates do not include the cost of microfilm readers/printers, which can average
$6,000 per Ken Hensley, Manager of Micrographics Services at the Texas State Library.

10. Cost estimates do not include any shipping or transportation costs.



Attachment 2: States' Reteniion Periods for Intermediate Appellate Court Records

Permanently

Permanently on microfilm

Retain more than 10 years

Retain 10 years or less

Subtotal

I States without intermediate appellate courts

Total

. +

IYu** ber: f:Sta y Case Type:':m:..::.<o,,. .>..:.tes:b
;

Cciminal :Cases :: 'CiYil Cases

17 16

9 9

6

7 11

39 39

11 11

50 50

Retention Periods for Criminal Appellate Records
for Individual States

FNRetain permanently

® Retain permanently on film

® Retain more than 10 yrs

0 Retain ] 0 yrs or less

II No intermediate courts

Source: National Survey Regarding Retention of Appellate Records, Office of Court Administration, 1998.



Attachment 3: Estimated (May `97) Annual Intermediate Appellate Records Storage Costs

Court Cost'

1 S` COA None

2"a COA $10,000

3`d COA $4,200

4`h COA $9,852

5`h COA None

61h COA $1,200

7`h COA None

8" COA None

9`' COA $1,000

10`' COA $1,380

11 `h COA None

12th COA None

13t' COA None

14'h COA None

Total $27,632

Comments

Harris County provides free storage, but is encouraging retention
schedule implementation. The court has responded, initiating a
records purging project.

This amount has already been greatly diminished by the court's
current records purging project. Pre-1920 case files have been
transferred to the state Archives, and many civil records deemed
valueless by the court are being destroyed.

This amount reflects cost-recovery fees from the State Records Center
enacted September 1997. Starting in 2002, storage will be needed for
the return each year of one year's worth of criminal records.

$3,444 is actual current court cost, with remainder subsidized by the
county, but subsidy under dispute. Pre-1981 civil records transferred
to Archives, but still require historical value assessment/file purging.

Dallas County provides free storage. During this and last fiscal year,
the court spent approximately $10,000 to review, retain, re-file, and
purge court records. Pre-1920 case files have been transferred to the
state Archives.

This amount reflects charges from a private storage vendor.

County provides free storage. Pre-1920 case files have been
transferred to the state Archives.

El Paso County provides free storage, but has inquired about retention
schedules.

This amount for purchasing boxes. Special relationship with Archives
regional depository enables court to transfer files to Liberty location.

This amount reflects charges from a private storage vendor.

On-site storage only.

On-site storage only.

On-site storage only.

Harris County provides court free storage, but is encouraging retention
schedule implementation.

Costs based on clerks' May 1997 responses to OCA survey on records retention (figures were not verified; nor were
peripheral costs identified (except by 91' COA), such as staff time, jackets, boxes, or shelves)). Costs indicated are per year.
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§ 51.204 JUDICIAL BRANCH
Title 2

. SUBCHAPTER C. CLERKS OF COURTS OF APPEALS

§ 51.204. Recoi ds of Court
(a) The clerk of a court of appeals shall:

(1) file and carefully preserve records certified to the court and papers relative to the
record;

(2) docket causes in the order in which they are filed;
(3) record the proceedings of the court except opinions and orders on motions; and
(4) certify the judgments of the court to the proper courts.

(b) Upon the issuance of the mandate in each case, the clerk shall notify the attorneys of
record in the case that:

(1) exhibits submitted to the court by a party may be withdrau-n by that party or the
party's attorney of record; and

(2) exhibits on file with the court will be destroyed 10 years after final disposition of the
case or at an earlier date if ordered by the court.
(c) Not sooner than the 60th day and not later than the 90th day after the date of final

disposition of a case, the clerk shall remove and destroy all duplicate papers in the file on
record of that case.

(d) Ten years after the final disposition of a civil case in the court, the clerk shall destroy
all records filed in the court related to the case except:

(1) records that, in the opinion of the clerk or other person designated by the court,
contain highly concentrated, tutique, and valuable information unlikely to be found in any
other source available: to researchers;

(2) indexes, original opinions, minutes, and general court dockets unless the documents
are microfilmed in accordance with this section for permanent retention, in which case the
original document'shall be destroyed; and

(3) other records of the court determined to be archival state records under Section
441.186.
(e) The clerk shall retain other records of the court, such as financial records, administra-

tive correspondence, and other materials not related to particular cases in accordance with
Section 441.185.

(f) Before microfilming records, the clerk must submit a plan in writing to the justices of a
court of appeals for that purpose: If a majority of the justices of a court of appeals
determines that the plan meets the requirements of Section 441.188, rules adopted under that
section, and any additional standards and procedures the justices may require, the justices
shall inform the clerk in writing and the clerk may adopt the plan. The decision of the
justices must be entered in the minutes of the court.
Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 873, § 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Historical and Statutory Notes

1997 Legislation

Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 873, in the section
heading; substituted "Records of Court" for
"Duties"; in subsec. (d), in subd. (2), substituted

•-"in accordance with this section" for "or otherKise
reduced", and added subd. (3); deleted subsec. (e);
redesignated former subsec. (f) as subsec. (e), and
therein substituted "in accordance with Section

441.195" for "for the time period specified by order
of the court"; and added subsec. (f). Prior to
amendment, subsec. (e) read:

"A record described in Subsection (d)(1) may be
transferred to a public or private library or other
agency concerned with the preservation of histori-
cal documents to be preserved or disposed of as
the library or agency may determine."

§ 51.205. Repealed by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 873, § 8(1), eff. Sept. 1, 1997

Historical and Statutory Notes

The repealed section, relating to preservation of Acts 1977, 65th Leg, p. 342, ch. 169. ..
records, was derived from: Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 793, ch. 291, § 46.

4

Jt3DICIAL BRANCH
Title 2

Acts 1955, 69th Leg, ch. 480, § 1.

§ 51.207. Fees and Costs

(b) The fees are:

[See mai

(b) The fees are:
(1) for cases appealed to and filE

district and county courts v
(2) motion for leave to file petitioi

injunction, and other similar 1
of appeals . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . .

(3) additional fee if the motion urn
(4) motion to file or to extend t

district or county court . . . . . .

Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1080, § 1,.

Histr-^al ai

1997 Legislation
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1080, in subd, (:

substituted "S100" for "SSO"; in subd. (2), subs
tuted "$50" for "320'; in subd. (3), sub:titutt
"S75' for "$30"; and in subd. (4), substituted 11
for "S5'.

Section 2 of Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 10c
provides:

Notes

Criminal proceedings 2

2. Criminal proceedings

Although proceeding for forfeiture of appea
ance bond is criminal proceeding, costs on appe

SUBCH.APTER D

§ 51.302. Bond; Oath; Insurance

[See main voti

(c) Each district clerk shall obtain an
governmental pool operating under Chapt
district clerk and any deputy clerk against i
the performance of official duties. The amt
the maximum amount of fees collected in
preceding the term for which the ins- 'nce
or other coverage document may not )r
policy or other coverage document provides
the policy must be at least $1 million.

[See main vol

Amended by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 561, § 2, efi

1 8 1





RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE
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SUPREl1E COURT ORDER REGARDING DISPOSITION
OF COURT PAPERS IN CIVIL CASES

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

ORDER REGARDING DISPOSITION OF COURT PAPERS IN CIVIL CASES

ORDERED that:

A. Definitions.

1. Court records or records means:

(a) the clerk's record;

(b) the reporter's record; and

(c) any other documents or items filed, or presented for filing and received in
an appellate court in a particular case.

2. Appellate record means the clerk's record and the reporter's record and any
supplements.

B. In the Courts of Appeals. The following paragraphs govern disposing of
court records by the courts of appeals:

1. Determination of permanent p•esen;ation. Before any court records are
destroyed, the court of appeals must-under Section 51.205 of the Government Code
and State Archives guidelines-determine whether the records should be perma-
nently preserved.

2. Initial deteinzixation. Immediately after firial disposition of an appeal or
other proceeding, the panel that decided the case must determine whether the case's
records should be permanently preserved and must file with the records a statement
declaring that the records should or should not be permanently presen-ed.

3. Later detennination. After its initial determination, but before any court
records are destroyed, the court of appeals may reexamine its initial determination
under 2 and may change its designation.

4. Original papers and exltfbits in appeals. Whatever the court determines
concerning permanent preservation of a case's records, any original documents or
exhibits must, within 30 days after final disposition of an appeal or other proceeding,
be returned to the trial court in accordance with any trial court order entered under
Rules 34.5(f) and 34.6(g). The court of appeals may, but need not, copy those
documents and exhibits before returning them to the trial court. The court of
appeals may dispose of copies of nondocumentary exhibits after the case is final on
appeal.

5. All other papers and exhibits. Subject to paragraph 4., the court of appeals
must keep and preserve all records of a case (except duplicates) until they are
ultimately disposed of under this rule.

6. Ultimate disposition. After the period prescribed by Section 51.204 of the
Government Code or other applicable statute has expired, the court of appeals must:

(a) destroy those records the court has determined need not be permanently
preserved; and

(b) turn over to the State Archives' or other repository allowed by law those
records the court has determined should be permanently preserved.

C. In the Supreme Court. The following paragraphs govern disposing of court
records by the Supreme Court:

1. If case reversed and remanded to court of appeals. If the Supreme Court
grants review and remands the case to the court of appeals, the Supreme Court will
return the appellate record to the court of appeals. The court of appeals will then
dispose of the court records in accordance with subdivision B. The Supreme Court
will keep and preserve all remaining items (except duplicates) until they are turned
over to the State Archives as provided by law.I 62
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2. If case affirmed or reversed and remanded to trial court. If the Supreme
Court grants review and either affirms the court of appeals or reverses and'remands
to the trial court, the Supreme Court will not return the appellate record but will
keep and preserve all records of the case (except duplicates) until those records are
turned over to the State Archives as provided by law.

3. In all other cases. In all other cases, the Supreme Court will return the
appellate record to the court of appeals and keep and preserve all remaining records
of the case (except duplicates) until they are turned over to the State Archives as
provided by law.

(Effective September 1, 1997.)
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Appellate Court
Clerks' Meeting

May 14, 1998

n Differences between the COAs
► records backlogs

► storage venues

• county
• state

• private vendors
► storage costs

n Similarities between the COAs
► files accessed infrequently, except

for OAG

Texas Government Code
§51.204

Retain criminal case records
permanently

► retention period dictated by omission
and subsequent interpretation

► district court retention periods are
linked to judgment length

Records Storage
in the
Intermediate
Appellate Courts

1-6

The Problem

Although court costs for records
storage are currently nominal, the
likelihood exists that costs will
increase as

n the number of records increases

n costs are shifted to the courts

Texas Government Code
§51.204
n Retain civil case records for 10 years,

except

► records with °...highly concentrated,
unique, and valuable information
unlikely to be found in any other source
available to researchers'

► indexes, original opinions, minutes, and
general court dockets

► records determined to be archival state
records (i.e., historical value)

Effects of §51.204

n Civil records accumulation
► to date - at minimum, 10 years worth

• problem - value assessment
clause

• response - initial retention
determination

► projected - 10 years worth

n Criminal records accumulation

► to date - almost 20 years worth
► projected - infinite amount

07/27/98



Main Actions to Consider

n Change statute to reduce retention
period of criminal records

► Pro - cost effective

► Con - may need criminal records

► Cost - none

n 39 states have
intermediate appellate
courts

n Nearly two-thirds retain
records permanently

Rank State
Retention

Period
(Yrs)

Rank State
Retention

Period
(Yrs)

1 CA 10 6 IL 21
2 TX Permanent 7 OH 2.
3 NY Permanent

.. 8
MI 20

4 FL 5 9 NJ Perm - film
5 PA 1 10 GA .20

300

= 200

100
U

States' Criminal Case
Retention Periods

Retention periods for the
10 most populous states

Microfilm Cost Estimates
(Criminal Records Only)

400

0

7-12

Main Actions to Consider

n Change records storage medium
from paper to microfilm

► pro - better access; approved archi\
medium

► con - expensive; not cost effective

► cost - $202,500 annually

Microfilm Cost Estimates
(Criminal Records Only)

- For all intermediate appellate courts...

1998 Cost for
'

2008 Projected
Cost for Storing

Microfilming 1 Yr s Cumulative
Worth of

Criminal Records Criminal Records
in Paper Format

$202,500 $97,000

07/27/98



New Rule 103 - Process Service

Date: 8-12-2004

To: Lisa Hobbs, Rules Attorney
Texas Supreme Court

From: Private Process Servers of Texas

Subject: Requested requirements for any new statewide
Process Service Rules & Procedures

For any 103 Rule change, we request the following provisions be incorporated to
(1) represent all process servers in Texas, (2) allow flexibility of rules across the
state, and (3) protect all persons concerned with the process of service:

#1: Certification, administration, and training for process servers
statewide as directed by the Texas Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court (a) sets the standards for process of service,
(b) can designate who is authorized to train and certify process
servers (e.g. Harris County and Texas Process Servers Assn.
initially), and (c) can designate who is authorized to
administrate.

This allows statewide overview and flexibility.

The Texas Drivers Licenses analogy: the state must control the
issuing and authority for drivers licenses, not individual
counties. One county requiring special certification places
undue hardship on users statewide.

#2: To be a certified process server, all applicants must have a Criminal
Background Check (finger printing) through the Department of Public
Safety, before they take the initial certification & training course.



#3: Requirement that the certification & training courses be held at least
twice per year (for whomever is designated to conduct these courses.)

#4: The Harris County Compromise:
(a) Certification & training through Harris County and/or The Texas

Process Servers Association,
(b) Process servers residing in Harris County and the seven counties

touching Harris County must take the Harris County course to
serve papers issued from Harris County.

(c) Process servers in all the other 246 counties may take either the
Harris County or the Texas Process Servers Assn. Course, and can
server papers issued from all counties.

(d) Special Harris County Section can be included in the Texas
Process Servers Association's curriculum.



Jhe Surreme l.,ourt ol Jexas

Lisa Hobbs, Rules Attorney Direct: 512.463.6645
201 West 14th Street Post Office Box 12248 Austin TX 78711

Telephone: 512.463.1312 Facsimile: 512.463.1365

August 11, 2004

Mr. Charles L. Babcock
Jackson Walker LLP
1401 McKinney, Suite 1900
Houston, TX 77010

Re: Rule 103 - Process Service

Dear Chip:

Justice Hecht asks that the advisory committee continue discussions on a statewide rule for
serving process. We recently met with Judge Tony Lindsey, 280t" District Court of Harris County.
She represented that her judges would not object to a rule that allowed certification through either
Harris County or the Texas Process Servers Association so long as Harris County was not required
to allow a person to serve process who was not specifically certified in Harris County.

Based on these discussions, I have drafted the following alternative rules. Alternative A
would simply amend the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. Alternative B would do the same, except
that it would allow the Court more flexibility, through ease of a miscellaneous court order, to
respond to any unforeseen and/or changed circumstances. Alternative C, the middle ground as far
as future amendments are concerned, would place the process service rule in the Rules of Judicial
Administration. Naturally, Rule 536 would be similarly amended.

Alternative A RULE 103: WHO MAY SERVE
(a) Citation and other notices, including process, may be served anywhere by:

(1) any sheriff or constable or other person authorized by law: or
(2) by any person who is not a party to or interested in the outcome of suit and who is:

(A) certified through Harris County to serve process; or
(B) certified through the Texas Process Servers Association to serve process,
except that such person may not serve process for Harris County.

(b) Service by registered or certified mail and citation by publication shall, if requested, be made
by the clerk of the court in which the case is pending.
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Alternative B RULE 103: WHO MAY SERVE
(a) Citation and other notices, including process, may be served anywhere by:

(1) any sheriff or constable or other person authorized by lawi or
(2) by any person who is not a party to or interested in the outcome of suit and who is

'c^e^ ed to sp as directed by the supreme court^ pK
(b) Serv}' b s ere or c ified mail and citation by publication shall, if requested, be made

by the clerk of th court in which the case is pending.

Alternative C RULE 14: Process Service
(a) Citation and other notices, including process, may be served anywhere by:

(1) any sheriff or constable or other person authorized by law: or
(2) by any person who is not a party to or interested in the outcome of suit and who is:

(A) certified through Harris County to serve process; or
(B) certified through the Texas Process Servers Association to serve process,
except that such person may not serve process for Harris County.

(b) Service by registered or certified mail and citation by publication shall, if requested, be made
by the clerk of the court in which the case is pending.

In reviewing these draft rules-and in addition to deciding which alternative might be best-the
advisory committee might consider:

o Do we need a third tear in the rule that allows the judge discretion to allow a non-
certified server serve process? In other words, it is one thing to say, "If Jane is certified,
you must let her serve." It is something else entirely to say, "If Jane is not certified, you
cannot let her serve."

o Harris County requires process servers to submit to a background check and fingerprints.
(Even private investigators who already have had a background check must re-submit.)
Should we have a similar statewide requirement?

Thank you very much, Chip. I look forward to Friday's meeting.

Kindest Regards,

Lisa Hobbs

' Alternative B assumes the supreme court issues a miscellaneous order authorizing service by any person
who is not a party to or interested in the outcome of suit and who is (A) certified through Harris County to
serve process; or (B) certified through the Texas Process Servers Association to serve process, except that
such person may not serve process for Harris County. The Court could also create a reporting requirement
to the Clerk's Office or the Office of Court Administration.





DRAFT LETTER TO CHIP BABCOCK, SCAC
RETENTION AND DISPOSITION OF EXHIBITS & DEPOSITIONS

August 2, 2004

Charles L. Babcock
Bank of America Plaza
901 Main Street, Suite 6000
Dallas, TX 75202

Re: Retention and Disposition of Exhibits and Depositions

Dear Chip,

Justice Hecht asks that we discuss the retention and disposition of exhibits and
deposition transcripts during the next Supreme Court Advisory Committee meeting in
August. This purpose of this letter is to provide some context and background to this
request.

Two procedural rules are relevant to this discussion:

The clerk of the court in which the exhibits are filed shall retain
and dispose of the same as directed by the supreme court.

TEX. R. Civ. P. 14b.

The clerk of the court shall retain and dispose of deposition
transcripts and depositions upon written questions as directed by
the Supreme Court.

TEx. R. Civ. P. 191.4(e) (formerly rule 209).

The Court has issued two identical orders related to retention of these court
documents.' These orders permit clerks to destroy exhibits and deposition transcripts in a
case one year after final judgment (two years if service was by publication) upon notice
to the attorneys of record.

Additionally, retention of court records other than depositions and exhibits are
governed by statute. Record retention in the courts of appeals is governed partly by
Texas Government Code section 51.205.2 Retention of most trial court records is

1 Copies of these orders-one of which is currently reprinted in the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure
following Rule 14b and the other of which was reprinted following former Texas Rule of Civil Procedure
209-are attached. The subject matter of former Rule 209 is covered now by Rule 191.4(e); however, the
Court's related order is not reprinted as it was under Rule 209, at least not in either the West or Jones
McClure publications.
2 A copy of a letter to the Court from the Office of Court Administration concerning section 51.205 is
attached.



DRAFT LETTER TO CHIP BABCOCK, SCAC
RETENTION AND DISPOSITION OF EXHIBITS & DEPOSITIONS

governed by retention schedules promulgated by the State Library and Archives
Commission pursuant to Texas Government Code section 441.158.3

District court clerks have complained about these procedures for some time.
Their concerns are primarily with the notice provision and are essentially two-fold: (1)
compliance is expensive, especially in larger counties; and (2) compliance, especially in
long disposed cases, is very difficult because attorneys have often either passed away or
moved. They add that courthouses are running out of record storage space and storage
costs are high and increasing.

In response to these complaints, the Court created a Task Force on the Retention
of Court Records-a multidisciplinary group of judges, archivists, and clerks-to study
the issue. The Task Force was charged with devising a retention system that, on one
hand, addressed the clerks' concerns and the practical problems of storage and disposal,
yet, at the same time, also considered the potential need for the records in the judicial
process and their potential historical significance.

The Task Force never made any formal recommendations to the Court. However,
(then Rules Attorney) Bob Pemberton drafted a rule based on discussions during the Task
Force meetings.4 In the end, the Court never promulgated any rule related to exhibit and
deposition retention. The Court's primary concern was its uncertainly about how such a
rule might affect smaller counties.

Recognizing that the ability to preserve files has undoubtedly gotten less
expensive since the late Nineties, Justice Hecht is now open to revisiting this important
issue. Accordingly, he met recently with Charles Bacarisse, Harris County District Clerk,
to discuss a draft rule his office proposed in January 2003.5 Mr. Bacarisse hopes that a
rule that allows for notice by publication will meet the spirit of Rule 14b while
eliminating the cumbersome, expensive process of personal notification. Justice Hecht is
sympathetic to his position.

At Justice Hecht's request, I also talked extensively with Bonnie Wolbrueck,............ ., , , ^,....,..r^
Williamson County District ^^ ,^ .: . ,,.,

Clerk. [Addtany UVolbrueck comrnents,or delete^ent;ir Iy^]

Please add this to the agenda for discussion during the upcoming meeting and
distribute copies of this letter as appropriate.

Kind Regards,

Lisa Hobbs

3 Copies of current schedules DC, pertaining to district clerks, CC, pertaining to county clerks, and LC,
pertaining to justice and municipal courts, are attached.
4 A copy of that draft rule ("Rule 13") is attached.
5 A copy of a letter to the Court from Mr. Bacarisse, with a proposed rule, is attached.
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I GENERAL RULES

Rule 13. Effect of Signing of Pleadings, Mo-
tions and Other Papers; Sanctions

The signatures of attorneys or parties constitute a
certificate by them that they have read the pleading,.
motion, or other paper; that to the best of their
knowledge, information, and belief formed after rea-
sonable inquiry the instrumI ent is not groundless and
brought in bad faith or groupdless and brought for the
purpose of harassment. Attorneys or parties who
xhall_bring a fictitious suit as an experiment to get an
opinion of the court, or who shall file any fictitious
pleading in a cause for such a purpose, or shall make

& statements in pleading which they know to be ground-
less and false, for the purpose of securing a delay of
the trial of the cause, shall be held guilty of a con-
tempt. If a pleading, motion or other paper is signed
in violation of this rule, the court, upon motion or upon
its own initiative, after notice and hearing, shall im-
pose an appropriate sanctions available under Rule
215-2b, upon the person who signed it, a represented
party, or both.

Courts shall presume that pleadings, motions, and
other papers are filed, in Igood faith. No sanctions
under this- rule may be imposed except for good cause,
the particulars of which must be stated in the sanction
order. "Groundless" for purposes of this rule means
no basis in law or fact and not warranted by good
faith argument for the extension, modification, or re-
versal of existing law. A general denial does not
constitute a violation of this rule. The amount re-
quested for damages does not constitute a violation of
this. rule.
Oct. 29, 1940, eff. Sept. 1, 194 . Amended by orders of July
15, 1987, eff. Jan. 1, 1988; April 24, 1990, eff. Sept. 1, 1990.

Commelnt-1990
To require notice and hearing before a court

determines to impose sanctions, to specify that any
sanction imposed be appropriate, and to eliminate
the 90-day "grace" period provided in the former
version of the rule.

Historical Notes
Source

District and County Court Rule 51, unchanged.

Rule 14. Affidavit bylAgent

Whenever it may be necessary or proper for any
party to a civil suit or proceeding to make an affidavit,
it may be made by either the party or his agent or his
attorney.
Oct: 29, 1940, eff. Sept. 1, 1941.

Historical Notes
Source

Vernon's Ann.Civ.St. art. 24, unchanged.

Rule 14a. Repealed by Order of April 10,
1986, eff. Sept. 1, 1986

Rule 14c

Historical Notes
The repealed rule, which provided that the provisions of

Rules 430 and 437 were to apply to appellate procedure in all
other courts. of the state, was added by order dated Oct. 10,
1945.

Rule 14b. Return or Other Disposition of
Exhibits

The clerk of the court in which the exhibits are filed
shall retain and dispose of the same as directed by the
Supreme Court.
Added by order of July 20, 1966, eff. Jan. 1, 1967. Amended
by order of July 15, 1987, eff. Jan. 1, 1988.

Supreme Court Order Relating to Retention
and Disposition of Exhibits

In compliance with the provisions of Rule 14b,
the Supreme Court hereby directs that exhibits
offered or admitted into evidence shall be retained
and disposed of by the clerk of the court in which
the exhibits are filed upon the following basis.

This order shall apply only to: (1) those cases in
which judgment has been rendered on service of
process by publication and in4hich no motion for
new trial was filed within two years aftex: judgment
was signed; and; (2) all other cases in which
judgment has been signed, for one year an& in
which no appeal was perfected or in which a
perfected appeal was disri►issed or concluded by a
final judgment as to all parties and the issuance of
the appellate court's mandate such that the case is
no longer pending on appeal or in the trial court.

After first giving all attorneys of record thirty
days written notice that they have an opportunity
to claim and withdraw the trial exhibits, the clerk,
unless otherwise directed by the court, may dis-
pose of the exhibits. - If any such exhibit is desired
by more than one attorney, the clerk shall make
the necessary copies and prorate. the cost among
all the attorneys desiring the exhibit.

If the exhibit is not a document or otherwise
capable of reproduction, the party who offered the
exhibit shall be entitled to claim same; provided,
however, that the party claiming the exhibit shall
provide a photograph of said exhibit to any other
party upon request and payment of the reasonable
cost thereof by the other party.

Effective Jan. 1, 1988.

Rule 14c. Deposit in Lieu of Surety Bond

Wherever these rules provide for the filing of a
surety bond, the party may in lieu of filing the bond
deposit cash or other negotiable obligation of the
government of the United States of America or any
agency thereof, or with leave of court, deposit a
negotiable obligation of any'bank or savings and loan
association chartered by the government of the United
States of America or any state thereof that is insured
by the government of the United States of America or
any agency thereof, in the amount fixed for the surety
bond, conditioned in the same manner as would be a
surety bond for the protection of other parties. Any
interest thereon shall constitute a part of the deposit.
Added by order of June 10, 1980, eff. Jan. 1, 1981.

7



Background - Potential Amendment of Rules 226a and 292

In its most recent session, the Texas Legislature added the following two
provisions to Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code § 41.003:

(d) Exemplary damages may be awarded only if the jury was unanimous in
regard to fnding liability for and the amount of exemplary damages.

(e) In all cases where the issue of exemplary damages is submitted to the jury,
the following instruction shall be included in the charge of the court:
"You are instructed that, in order for you to find exemplary damages, your
answer to the question regarding the amount of such damages must be
unanimous."

i

These new provisions require that changes be made to the admonitory instructions given
a jury as part of the court's charge and to various other sections of Rules 226a and 292
relating to the submissioi i of exemplary damages.

Section 41.003(d) provides that exemplary damages "may be awarded only if the
jury was unanimous in r^egard to finding liability for ... exemplary damages." Thus, it
appears that the jury must now be unanimous to find liability for exemplary damages and
to award an amount of ex i mplary damages.

This provision does not change the law relating to the basic number of jurors
required to render a verdict. Under Rule 292, the vote of at least 10 members of the jury
is still necessary to render a verdict at all. Therefore, it appears that the effect of the
changes to Chapter 41 is that a unanimous 12-0 vote is necessary to answer the predicate
exemplary damages quesI tion "Yes," a 10-2 vote is necessary to answer the question
"No," and a failure to get at least 10 jurors to agree results in a hung jury. In other words,
the jury can answer "No'i to a gross negligence or malice question upon the vote of 10
jurors, but must have the vote of 12 jurors to answer "Yes" to a gross negligence or
malice question. I

In addition, Sectibn 41.003(d) provides that the jury must be "unanimous in
regard to ... the amount of exemplary damages." Consequently, this provision provides
another independent change in the requisite number of jurors required to render a verdict.
Presumably, any failure to achieve a 12-0 vote on this question also results in a hung jury.

There are several items for the consideration of the full committee:

1) Two alternative proposals relative to the amendment of Rule 226a
(with sample jury charges for illustration purposes); and

2) A proposal for amending Rule 292.



The proposal regarding Rule 292 is intended to make only minimal changes in the
existing rule consistent with the referenced statutory mandate. In fact, the proposed new
language tracks the language of the statute as closely as possible.

The alternatives regarding Rule 226a are, of necessity, more extensive.
Background information is included with each. In addition, the transcript of the last
SCAC meeting (which included substantial background and discussion of these issues) is
also available for review.



REVISIONS TO TEXAS RULE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 226a

Several specific changes must be made to Rule 226a to reflect the mandate of § 41.003.
First, the part of the current rule providing that a verdict may be rendered on the vote of ten or
more jurors is no longer accurate and must be changed. The following alternative is suggested:

Unless otherwise instructed, you may answer a question upon the vote of ten or
more jurors. If you answer more than one question upon the vote of ten or more
jurors, the same group of at least ten of you must agree upon the answers to each
of those questions.

This proposed instruction accounts for the requirement of a unanimous vote for
exemplary damages by using the phrase "unless otherwise instructed". The instruction relating
to unanimity must be given with the exemplary damage questions themselves. Thus, the jury
will be "otherwise instructed" with respect to their vote on those questions.

The proposed instruction also corrects an existing problem by providing that "the same
group of at least ten" may agree on the answers. Currently, Rule 226a states that "the same ten
or more" jurors must agree on all questions. This incorrectly suggests that if any question is
answered upon the vote of eleven jurors, it is not possible to answer other questions upon the
vote of only ten jurors. The proposed instruction clarifies that only ten, but the same ten, jurors
are needed to render a verdict (unless otherwise instructed).

Second, it is proposed that the verdict form be divided into two parts in cases involving
exemplary damages. Part 1 of the verdict form will consist of all questions relating to liability
and compensatory damages. Part 2 will consist of the questions pertaining to exemplary
damages including the predicate question for exemplary damages. The jury will certify their
verdict as to each part separately with a two-part certificate similar to the current certificate. The
certificates follow the last question of each part. The language of the certificates has been
changed to modernize the usage and to have the jury certify 1) whether they are unanimous or
not, 2) whether they have answered as instructed, and 3) whether they agree on all of the answers
given.

Section 41.003 clearly requires unanimity for a "Yes" finding to award exemplary
damages. It also requires unanimity as to the amount of exemplary damages. However, Section
41.003 does not specifically address whether the jury must have been unanimous- as to the
underlying liability question in order to consider awarding exemplary damages at all. In the
proposal, the jury is instructed to answer the exemplary damage predicate question only if they
are unanimous in answering "Yes" to the underlying predicate liability question. The reasoning
behind this is: if the vote on the underlying liability question is less than unanimous, not all
jurors are convinced the defendant is liable. In such a case, it would be impossible for the jurors
who did not believe the defendant was liable at all to then find that the defendant's conduct met
the requirements for exemplary damages. For example, it is inconsistent for a juror to vote "No"
when asked if the defendant is negligent, but vote "Yes" when asked if the defendant is grossly
negligent. Those two answers simply cannot legally coexist. Therefore, if the jury must be



unanimous in finding a defendant grossly negligent, it must also be unanimous in fmding the
defendant negligent.

This same concept applies to all other types of underlying liability questions that could be
the basis for the award of exemplary damages. However, it does not mean that the jury's answer
to the underlying liability question has to be unanimous. Compensatorydamages may still be
awarded on a 10-2 vote of the jury. It simply means that the jury should be instructed that it
should not answer the exemplary damages questions if it was not unanimous in regard to the
underlying predicate liability question. This reasoning is reflected in the new instructions that
are proposed.

In multiple defendant cases, there will also need to be a separate exemplary damages
predicate question for each defendant rather than a single question with multiple blanks. This is
because the jury may be unanimous as to the underlying liability of one defendant but 10-2 as to
the underlying liability of another defendant. In such an event, the jury should not consider the
exemplary damages predicate question for any defendant as to which the vote on the underlying
liability question was less than unanimous. Thus, a single exemplary damages instruction that
explicitly (or impliedly) references multiple defendants could create confusion and promote
inconsistent answers.



Proposal

RULE 226a INSTRUCTIONS TO JURYPANEL AND JURY

The court must give such instructions to the jury panel and to the jury as are
prescribed by the Supreme Court.

. . . . [Admonitory Instructions Omitted]

COURT'S CHARGE

Before closing arguments begin, the court must give to each member of the jury a
copy of the charge, which must include the following written instructions with such
modifications as the circumstances of the particular case may require:

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Jury:

. . [Text Omitted]

6. Unless otherwise instructed, you may answer a question upon the vote of ten or more
jurors. If you answer more than one question upon the vote of ten or more jurors, the same
group of at least ten of you must agree upon the answers to each of those questions.

. . [Text Omitted]

Certificate For Part 1

If you are unanimous as to every answer, the presiding juror must certify the verdict on behalf of
the jury by signing in the space provided below.

I, the Presiding Juror of the jury, certify that the jury has answered the above and foregoing
questions as instructed, the jury is unanimous as to every answer, and the jury returns the above
answers into court as its verdict.

SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING JUROR

PRINTED NAME OF PRESIDING JUROR



If you are not unanimous as to every answer, the jurors who have agreed to each answer must
certify the verdict by signing in the spaces provided below.

We, members of the jury, certify that we have answered the above and foregoing questions as
instructed, the undersigned group of us has agreed as to every answer, and we return the above
answers into court as our verdict.

SIGNATURE OF JUROR PRINTED NAME

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

EXEMPLARY DAMAGES

Certain cases may present issues as to exemplary damage liability for one or more
defendants. The submission of a question on the exemplary damage liability of a defendant must
be predicated on a unanimous jury finding on one or more underlying claims against that
defendant for liability for actual damages. An award of exemplary damages against a defendant
must also be the result of a unanimous jury finding on the issues of liability for and amount of
exemplary damages.

In such cases, the Court should provide instructions (with such modifications as the
circumstances of a particular case require) and a separate jury certificate as set forth below.



Part 2

Answer Question below only if: (1) you answered "Yes" as to [insert name of
relevant defendant] in response to Question [on underlying liability], and (2) you were
unanimous in answering "Yes" as to Question as to [relevant defendant]. Otherwise, do
not answer Question

You are instructed that in order to answer "Yes" to Question , you must be
unanimous. You may answer "No" to Question upon a vote of 10 or more jurors.

Question

[Insert Exemplary Damage Liability Question]

Answer Question only if you answered "Yes" as to [the relevant Defendant] in
response to Question . Otherwise, do not answer Question

You are instructed that in order to find exemplary damages, your answer to Question
must be unanimous.

Question

[Insert Question on Amount of Exemplary Damages]

Certificate For Part 2

If you are unanimous as to every answer in Part 2, the presidingjuror must certify the verdict in
Part 2 on behalf of the jury by signing in the space_ provided below.

I, the Presiding Juror of the jury, certify that the jury has answered the above and foregoing
questions in Part 2 as instructed, the jury is unanimous as to every answer in Part 2, and the jury
returns the above answers into court as its verdict on Part 2.

SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING JUROR

PRINTED NAME OF PRESIDING JUROR



If you are not unanimous as to every answer in Part 2, the jurors who have agreed to each
answer in Part 2 must certify the verdict as to Part 2 by signing in the spaces provided below.

We, members of the jury, certify that we have answered the above and foregoing questions in
Part 2 as instructed, the undersigned group of us has agreed as to every answer in Part 2, and we
return the above answers into court as our verdict on Part 2.

SIGNATURE OF JUROR PRINTED NAME

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.



Sample Jury Charge

CAUSE NO. 123,456

PAUL PAYNE § IN THE DISTRICT
Plaintiff, § COURT OF

§
vs. § COUNTY,

§ TEXAS
DON DA VIS §

Defendant § JUDICIAL
§ DISTRICT

CHARGE OF THE COURT

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY:

[Instructions Omitted]

PART 1

QUESTION NO. 1

Did the negligence, if any, of those named below proximately cause the occurrence in question?

Answer "Yes" or "No" for each of the following:

a. Paul Payne

b. Don Davis

Answer Question No. 2 ifyou have answered "Yes" to Question No. 1 for both persons named in
Question No. 1. Otherwise, do not answer Question No. 2.

QUESTION NO. 2

With respect to causing or contributing to cause in any way the injury to Paul Payne, find the
percentage of negligence, if any, attributable as between or among those listed below.



The percentages you find must total 100 percent. The percentages must be expressed in whole
numbers. The negligence attributable to any one named below is not necessarily measured by
the number of acts or omissions found.

a. Paul Payne

b. Don Davis

TOTAL 100%

Answer Question No. 3 if you answered "Yes" as to Don Davis in response to Question No. I
and.• (1) you answered "No "for Paul Payne in response to Question No. 1, or (2) you answered
50 percent or less for Paul Payne in response to Question No. 2. Otherwise, do not answer
Question No. 3.

QUESTION NO. 3

What sum of money, if paid now in cash, would fairly and reasonably compensate Paul Payne
for his injuries, if any, that.resulted from the occurrence in question?

Do not reduce the amounts, if any, in your answers because of the negligence, if any, of Paul
Payne.

Answer in dollars and cents for damages, if any, that-

were sustained in the past: $

in reasonable probability will
be sustained in the future: $

Certificate For Part 1

If you are unanimous as to every answer in Part 1, the presidingjuror must certify the verdict in
Part 1 on behalf of the jury by signing in the space provided below.

I, the Presiding Juror of the jury, certify that the jury has answered the above and foregoing
questions in Part 1 as instructed, the jury is unanimous as to every answer in Part 1, and the jury
returns the above answers into court as its verdict on Part 1.

SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING JUROR

PRINTED NAME OF PRESIDING JUROR



If you are not unanimous as to every answer in Part 1, the jurors who have agreed to each
answer in Part 1 must certify the verdict as to Part 1 by signing in the spaces provided below.

We, members of the jury, certify that we have answered the above and foregoing questions in
Part 1 as instructed, the undersigned group of us has agreed as to every answer in Part 1, and we
return the above answers into court as our verdict on Part 1.

SIGNATURE OF JUROR PRINTED NAME

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

. 7:

8.

9.

10.

11.



PART 2

Answer Question 4 below only if: (1) you answered "Yes"as to Don Davis in response
to Question 1, and (2) you were unanimous in answering "Yes" as to Question 1. Otherwise, do
not answer Question 4.

You are instructed that in order to answer "Yes" to Question 4, you must be. unanimous.
You may answer "No" to Question 4 upon a vote of 10 or more jurors.

. QUESTION NO. 4

Was the negligence of Don Davis "gross negligence"?

"Gross negligence" means an act or omission: (A) which when viewed objectively from
the standpoint of the actor at the time of its occurrence involves an extreme degree of
risk, considering the probability and magnitude of the potential harm to others; and (B) of
which the actor has actual, subjective awareness of the risk involved, but nevertheless
proceeds with conscious indifference to the rights, safety, or welfare of others.

Answer "Yes" or "No":

Answer Question No. 5 only if you answered "Yes" as to Don Davis in response to Question
No. 4. Otherwise, do not answer Question No. S.

You are instructed that, in order to find exemplary damages, your answer to Question No. 5 must
be unanimous.

QUESTION NO. 5

What sum of money, if any, should be assessed against Don Davis and awarded to Paul Payne as
exemplary damages for the conduct found in response to Question 4?

"Exemplary damages" means any damages awarded as a penalty or by way of punish-
ment but not for compensatory purposes. Exemplary damages are neither economic nor
non-economic damages. "Exemplary damages" include punitive damages.

In determining the amount of exemplary damages you should consider evidence, if any,
relating to:

a. The nature of the wrong.
b. The character of the conduct involved.
c. The degree of culpability of the wrongdoer.
d. The situation and sensibilities of the parties concerned.



e. The extent to which such conduct offends a public sense of justice and
propriety.

f. The net worth of Don Davis.

Answer in.dollars and cents, if any: $

Certificate For Part 2

If you are unanimous as to every answer in Part 2, the presiding juror must certify the verdict in
Part 2 on behalf of the jury by signing in the space provided below.

I, the Presiding Juror of the jury, certify that the jury has answered the above and foregoing
questions in Part 2 as instructed, the jury is unanimous as to every answer in Part 2, and the jury
returns the above answers into court as its verdict on Part 2.

SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING JUROR

PRINTED NAME OF PRESIDING JUROR

If you are not unanimous as to every answer in Part 2, the jurors who have agreed to each
answer in Part 2 must certify the verdict as to Part 2 by signing in the spaces provided below.

We, members of the jury, certify that we have answered the above and foregoing questions in
Part 2 as instructed, the undersigned group of us has agreed as to every answer in Part 2, and we
return the above answers into court as our verdict on Part 2. .

SIGNATURE OF JUROR PRINTED NAME

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.





RULE 292. Verdict by Portion of Original Jury

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this rule, a verdict may be
rendered in any cause by the concurrence, as to each and all answers made, of the
same ten or more members of an original jury of twelve or of the same five or
more members of an original jury of six. However, where as many as three jurors
die or be disabled from.sitting and there are only nine of the jurors remaining of
an original jury of twelve, those remaining may render and return a verdict. If
less than the original twelve or six jurors render a verdict, the verdict must be
signed by each juror concurring therein.

(b) A verdict may be rendered awarding exem lar dama es only if the 'u was

(-unanimous in regard to finding liability or and the amount of exemplary
damages.





Overview - 226(a)

Several members of the sub-committee felt that the statutory change brought about by House Bill
4 does not require a unanimous tinding on all underlying liability questions. Rather, there is an
argument (a persuasive one we believe) that HB 4 only requires a unanimous finding on the
liability question that gives rise to the award of exemplary damages (referred to by some as the
"Trigger question"). As a threshold matter, the issue of whether HB 4 requires all liability
questions to be unanimous or only those that are the "Trigger questions" is a matter of statutory
construction which should be decided by Texas courts and not this committee.

Nevertheless, if one accepts that HB 4 does not require unanimity for all liability questions,
requiring unanimity in all such questions would impose obligations on a plaintiff and that greater
than what is mandated by statute. One justification for imposing these additional requirements is
apparently to avoid a conflict in the jury's findings. Proponents of the non-unanimous verdict
fonn set forth below believe that requiring unanimity in order to avoid a conflict in the charge
goes too far and is not necessary.

First, there are many instances where a jury could vote 10-2 on one liability question and 12-0 on
another liability question and the Trigger question, in which case the verdict would not be in
conflict. For example, a jury could vote 10-2 finding negligence and vote 12-0 finding breach of
fiduciary duty, and 12-0 on a malice question. There are many other examples where, in all
likelihood, a trial or appellate court would not find such jury findings to be in conflict with one
another.

The most frequently cited example of a potential conflict in the charge involves negligence and
gross negligence. A juror might be able to find, however, that the defendant was negligent, but
that such negli^;ence was not the proximate cause of the injury and thus answer the negligence
questions "No." N that scenario, the juror could still find that the conduct was grossly negligent.
In other words, it is possible that a juror could vote "No" on negligence and "Yes" on gross
negligence without creating a conflict in the jury findings. Moreover, if a juror votes "No" on
negligence because he or she does not believe that the defendant's conduct rises to the level of
negligence, it is a virtual certainty that the juror will vote "No" on the question of gross
negligence-meaning there is no need for additional conditioning.

Further, if unanimity is not required for all liability questions, it would not be necessary to have a
separate Trigger question for each defendant in multi-defendant cases. . Rather, there could be
one Trigger question with a space provided for each defendant and an instruction that the jury
must be unanimous in order to answer "Yes" as to any defendant.

In short, the proponents of the charge and Rule 226a changes listed below believe that the any
potential for conflict in the jury charge is minimal and what little potential there is can be
handled by the trial courts and reviewed by the appellate courts. The proponents believe that
handling potential conflicts in this manner is better than the additional burdens created by
requiring unanimity in all liability questions as a predicate to answering the Trigger question.



Proposal

RULE 226a INSTRUCTIONS TO JURY PANEL AND JURY

The court must give such instructions to the jury panel and to the jury as are
prescribed by the Supreme Court.

. . . . [Admonitory Instructions Omitted]

COURT'S CIIARGE

Before closing arguments begin, the court must give to each member of the jury a
copy of the charge, which must include the following written instructions with such
modifications as the circumstances of the particular case may require:

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Jury:

[Text Omitted]

6. Unless otherwise instructed, you may answer a question upon the vote of ten or more
jurors. If you answer more than one question upon the vote of ten or more jurors, the same
group of at least ten. of you must agree upon the answers to each of those questions.

. . [Text Omitted]



Certificate For Part 1

If you are unanimous as to every answer, the presiding juror must certify the verdict on behalf of
the jury by signing in the space provided below.

I, the Presiding Juror of the jury, certify that the J. has answered the above and foregoing
questions as instructed, the jury is unanimous as to every answer, and the jury returns the above
answers into court as its verdict.

SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING JUROR

PRINTED NAi1^1E OF PRESIDING JUROR

If you are not unanimous as to every answer, the jurors who have agreed to each answer must
certify the verdict by signing in the spaces provided below.

We, members of the jury, certify that we have answered the above and foregoing questions as
instructed, the undersigiied group of us has agreed as to every answer, and we return the above
answers into court as our verdict.

SIGNATURE OF JUROR PRINTED NAME OF JUROR

2

3,

4.

8.

10.

it.

3



EXEiYIPLARY DAMAGES

Certain cases may present issues as to exemplary damage liability for one or more
defendants. An award of exemplary damages against a defendant must be the result of a
unanimous jury finding on the issues of liability for and the amount of exemplary damages.

In such cases, the Court should provide instructions and a separate jury certificate
as set forth below.

Part 2

If you have answered "Yes" to Question _[underlying liability question(s)] as to any
person named below, then answer the following question as to that person. Otherwise, do not
answer the following question.

You are instructed that in order to answer "Yes" to the following question as to any
person named below, you must be unanimous. You may answer "No" to the following question
as to any person named below upon a vote of 10 or ►nore jurors.

Question

[Insert Exemplary Danzage Liability Question]

If you have answered "Yes" to Question _[exemplary damage predicate question(s)] as
to any person named below, then answer the following question as to that person. Otherwise, do
not answer the following question.

You are instructed that, in order for you to find exemplary damages as to any person
named below, youranswer to the following question regarding the amount of such damages must
be unanimous.

Question

[Insert Question „n Amount ofExernplary Daniages]

4



Certificate For Part 2

If you are Irnanimous as to every answer in Part 2, the presiding juror must certifi., the verdict in
Pvrt 2 on behalj'oft/re. jun- lY signing in the spuce provided below.

1, the Presiding Juror of the jury, certify that the jury has answered the above and foregoing
questions in Part 2 as instructed, the jury is unanimous as to every answer in Part 2, and the jury
returns the above answers into court as its verdict on Part 2.

SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING JUROR

PRINTED NAME OF PRESIDING JUROR

If you are not unanimous as to every answer in Part 2, the jurors who have agreed to each
answer in Part 2 naust certify the verdict as to Part 2 by signing in the spaces provided below.

We, members of the jury, certify that we have answered the above and foregoing questions in
Part 2 as instructed, the undersigned group of us has agreed as to every answer in Part 2, and we
return the above answers into court as our verdict on Part 2.

SIGNATURE OF JUROR PRINTED NAME OF JUROR

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

5



CAUSE NO. 123,456

PAUL PAYNE § IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
Plaintiff, §

§
vs. § COUNTY, T E X A S

§
DON DAVIS §

Defendant. § JUDICIAL DISTRICT

CHARGE OF THE COURT

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY:

[Instructions omitted]

PART I

OUESTION NO. 1

Did the negligence, if any, of those named below proximately cause the occurrence in question?

Answer "Yes" or "No" for each of the following:

a. Paul Payne

b. Don.Davis

A nswer Question No. 2 ifyou have answered ".Yes " to Question No. 1 for both persons named in
Question No. 1. Otherwise, do not answer Question No. 2.

QUESTION NO. 2

With respect to causing or contributing to cause in any way the injury to Paul Payne, find the
percentage of negligence, if any, attributable as between or among those listed below.

The percentages you find must total,100 percent. The percentages must be expressed in whole
numbers. The negligence attributable to any one named below is not necessarily measured by
the number of acts or omissions found.

a.. Paul Payne

b. Don Davis

TOTAL 100%



Answer Question No. 3 if you answered "Yes " as to Don Davis in response to Question No. I
and: (1) you answered "No " for Paul Payne in response to Question No. I, or (2) you answered
50 percent or less for Paul Payne in response to Question No. 2. Otherwise, do not answer
Question No. 3.

OUESTION NO. 3

What sum of money, if paid now in cash, would fairly and reasonably compensate Paul Payne
for his injuries, if any, that resulted from the occurrence in question?

Do not reduce the amounts, if any, in your answers because of the negligence, if any, of Paul
Payne.

Answer in dollars and cents for damages, if any, that--

were sustained in the past: $

in reasonable probability will
be sustained in the future: $

Certificate For Part I

If you are unanimous as to every answer in Part 1, the presidingjuror must certify the verdict in
Part I on behalfof the jury by signing in the space provided below.

I, the Presiding Juror of the jury, certify that the jury has answered the above and foregoing
questions in Part I as instructed, the jury is unanimous as to every answer in Part 1, and the jury
returns the above answers into court as its verdict on Part 1.

SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING JUROR

PRINTED NAME OF PRESIDING JUROR

7



If you are not unanintous as to every answer in Part 1, the jurors who have agreed to each
answer in Part I must certif}^ the verdict as to Part I by signing in the spaces provided below.

We, members of the jury, certify that we have answered the above and foregoing questions in
Part I as instructed, the undersigned group of us has agreed as to every answer in Part 1, and we
return the above answers into court as our verdict on Part 1.

SIGNATURE OF JUROR PRINCED NAME OF JUROR

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

PART 2

If you have answered "Yes" to Question _ [underlying liability question(s)] as to any
person named below, then answer the following question as to that person. Otherwise, do not
answer the following question.

You are instructed that in order to answer "Yes" to the following question as to any
person named below, you must be unanimous. You may answer "No" to the following question
as to any person named below upon a vote of 10 or more jurors.

QUESTION NO. 4

Was the negligence of Don Davis "gross negligence"?

8



"Gross negligence" means an act or omission: (A) which when viewed objectively from
the standpoint of the actor at the time of its occurrence involves an extreme degree of
risk, considering the probability and magnitude of the potential hann to others; and (B) of
which the actor has actual, subjective awareness of the risk involved, but nevertheless
proceeds with conscious indifference to the rights, safety, or welfare of others.

Answer "Yes" or "No" with respect to each of the following:

a. Don Davis

b. Davis Corporation

If you have answered "Yes" to Question _[exemplary damage predicate question(s)] as
to any person named below, then answer the following question as to that person. Otherwise, do

not answer the following question.

You are instructed that, in order for you to find exemplary damages as to any person
named below, your answer to the following question regarding the amount of such damages must

be unanimous.

QUESTION NO. 5

Wqzat sum of money, if any, should be assessed against Don Davis and awarded to Paul Payne as
exemplary dainages for the conduct found in response to Question 4?

"Exemplary damages" means any damages awarded as a penalty or by way of punish-
ment but not for compensatory purposes. Exemplary damages are neither economic nor
non-economic damages. "Exemplary damages" includes punitive damages.

In determining the amount of exemplary damages you should consider evidence, if any,

relating to:

a. The nature of the wrong.
b. The character of the conduct involved.

c. The degree of culpability of the wrongdoer.

d. The situation and sensibilities of the parties concerned.

C. The, extent to which such conduct offends a public sense of justice and
propriety.

f. The net worth of Don Davis.

Answer in dollars and cents, if any, with respect to each of the following:

a. Don Davis S

b. Davis Corporation $

9



Certificate For Part 2

If you are unanimous as to everv answer in Part 2, the presiding juror niust certify the verdict in

Part 2 on behalf of the jury by signing in the space provided below.

[, the Presiding Juror of the jury, certify that the jury has answered the above and foregoing

.questions in Part 2 as instructed, the jury is unanimous as to every answer in Part 2, and the jury

returns the above answers into court as its verdict on Part 2.

SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING JUROR

PRINTED NAME OF PRESIDING JUROR

If you are not unanimous as to every answer in Part 2, the jurors who have agreed to each

answer in Part 2 naust certify the verdict as to Part 2 by signing in the spaces provided below.

We, members of the jury, certify that we have answered the above and foregoing questions in
Part 2 as instructed, the undersigned group of us has agreed as to every answer in Part 2, and we
return the above answers into court as our verdict on Part 2.

SIGNATURE OF JUROR PRINTED NAME OF JUROR

I.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

10



ORGAIN, BELL & TUCKER, L.L.P.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

470 ORLEANS STREET

P. O. BOX 1761

BEAUMONT, TEXAS 77704-1 75 1

TELEPHONE (409) 836-64 I 2

FAX (409)838-6039

www.obt.com

October 29, 2002

FEDERAL EXPRESS

Mr. Charles L. Babcock, Chair
Supreme Court Advisory Committee
Jackson & Walker L.L.P.
1100 Louisiana Street, Suite 4200
Houston, Texas 77002

Dear Chip:

OTHER OFFICES

HOUSTON

AUSTIN

SILSBEE

The Evidence Subcommittee of the Supreme Court Advisory Committee has considered
several matters and has recommendations on several matters that have not been brought to the
attention of the full Supreme Court Advisory Committee. I recommend that all these matters be
presented at our upcoming meeting. I am attaching disposition chart and attachments on all these
matters and ask that you make them available to all members of the Supreme Court Advisory
Committee so that we can discuss these. I don't anticipate any of them will take very long except
the Rule 509 (Ex Parte Communications with Plaintiffs Doctor).

Thank you very much.

BL:cc

Enclosures

RECEIVED
OCT 3 0 2002



DISPOSITION CHART
TEXAS RULES OF EVIDENCE AGENDA

AUGUST 13-14, 2004

RULE NO. HISTORY RECOMMENDATION REASONS
OF EVIDENCE

SUBCOMMITTEE

705 Referred by SBOT Adopt amended rule that is Consistent with Federal
Administration of Rules attached. Rule 703 and applicable
of Evidence Committee *Also attached is rule language in Texas Rule

recommended by SBOT 403.
Administration of Rules of *Also attached is Texas
Evidence Committee, as Rule 403.
well as copy of amended
Federal Rule 703 and
present Texas Rule 705.

407(b) Referred by SBOT Adopt the rule as To make clear the rights of
Administration of Rules recommended by SBOT "innocent sellers" within
of Evidence Committee Administration of Rules of the meaning of House Bill 4

Evidence Committee. in light of amendment to
Recommended rule Evidence Rule 407(a)
attached.
*Also attached is report of
SBOT Administration of
Rules of Evidence
Committee.

509 or Referred by Bill Majority of Evidence Evidence Subcommittee
514(new) - Edwards - concerning Subcommittee recommends felt that it is difficult to
Possible ex parte conversations John Martin version as - draw a rule that complies
amendment with a doctor under amended and recommended with all federal and state
to 510 Exception (e)(4) to 509 by majority of the Evidence statutes pertaining to

Subcommittee. Minority of protected health care
Evidence Subcommittee information and peer
saw merit in SBOT review statutes. SBOT
Administration of Rules of Administration of Rules of
Evidence Committee Evidence Committee felt
recommendation with their version appropriately
possible amendments. complies with all current

law and gives a more
definite guideline to
attorneys.



Attachments:
(1) Evidence
Subcommittee proposed
rule; (2) SBOT
Administration of Rules of
Evidence Committee
proposed rule; (3)
Correspondence between
myselt John Martin and
Jeff Boyd concerning.
SBOT Administration of
Rules of Evidence
Committee rule and
report; (4) Heretofore
forwarded and posted on
SCAC website is
Summary of HIPPA
Regulations and SBOT
Administration of Rules of
Evidence Committee
re ort





PROPOSED CHANGE TO TEXAS RULE OF EVIDENCE 705.

RULE 705. DISCLOSURE OF FACTS OR DATA UNDERLYING EXPERT OPINION

The only changes to Texas Rule of Evidence 705 are:

(a) Where we refer to subparagraph (d) and in paragraph (d) wherein we adopt the
federal language verbatim. Also, there is a comment to this change.



PROPOSED CHANGE TO TEXAS RULE OF EVIDENCE 705.

RULE 705. DISCLOSURE OF FACTS OR DATA UNDERLYING EXPERT OPINION

(a) Disclosure of Facts and Data. The expert may testify in terms of opinion or
inference and give the expert's reasons therefore without prior disclosure of the underlying facts
or data, unless the court requires otherwise. Subject to subparagraph (d) the expert may disclose
on direct examination, or may be required to disclose on cross-examination, the underlying facts
or data.

(b) Voir dire. Prior to the expert giving. the expert's opinion or disclosing the'
underlying facts or data, a party against whom the opinion is offered upon request in a criminal
case shall, or in a civil case may, be permitted to conduct a voir dire examination directed to the
underlying facts or data upon which the opinion is bases. This examination shall be conducted
out of the hearing of the jury.

(c) Admissibility of opinion. If the court determines that the underlying facts or data
do no provide a sufficient basis for the expert's opinion under Rule 702 or 703, the opinion is
inadmissible.

(d) Balancing test; limiting instructions. Facts or data that are otherwise inadmissible
shall not be disclosed to the jury by the proponent of the opinion or inference unless the court
determines that their probative value in assisting the jury to evaluate the expert's opinion
substantially outweighs their prejudicial effect. If otherwise inadmissible facts or data are
disclosed before the jury, a limiting instruction by the court shall be given upon request.

Notes and Comments

Comment to 1998 change: Paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) are based on the former Criminal
Rule and are made applicable to civil cases. This rule does not preclude a party in any case from
conducting a voir dire examination into the qualifications of an expert.

Proposed additional comment: The changes to subparagraph (d) are based on the recent
changes to Federal Rule of Evidence 703.

955000.00840:740139.01



III. PROPOSED CHANGES TO TEXAS RULE OF EVIDENCE 705, FROM AREC
PROPOSAL OF JUNE 2002, RED-LINED AGAINST THE CURRENT RULE, WHICH
IS IN REGULAR TYPE. PROPOSED AND
PRQPOSED ADDITIONS LOOK LIKE THIS.

RULE 705. DISCLOSURE OF FACTS OR DATA UNDERLYING EXPERT 'OPINION

(a) Disclosure of Facts or Data. The expert may testify in terms of opinion or inference
and give the expert's reasons therefore without prior disclosure of the underlying facts or data,
unless the court requires otherwise. Subject to paragraph (dl.--T-the expert may
disclose on direct examination, or be required to disclose i on cross-examination, the underlying
facts or data.

(b) Voir dire. Prior to the expert giving the expert's opinion or disclosing the underlying
facts or data, a party against whom the opinion is offered upon request in a criminal case shall, or
in a civil case may, be permitted to conduct a voir dire examination directed to the underlying
facts or data upon which the opinion is based. This examination shall.be conducted out of the
hearing of the jury.

(c) Admissibility of opinion. If the court determines that the underlying facts or data do
not provide a sufficient basis for the expert's opinion under Rule 702 or 703, the opinion is
inadmissible.

(d) Balancing test; limiting instructions. When the underlying facts or data would be
inadmissible in evidence, the eou r* °"^" °°^'°a°'h° • n d°r'y^°g *°^*° OF data if the ^

EFE
EIR ag

underlying fact or data shall not be disclosed by the proponent unless the nrononent
establishes that their probative value in evaluating the expert's oninion outweighs their
nreiudicial effect. If otherwise inadmissible facts or data are disclosed before the jury, a
limiting instruction by the court shall be given upon request.

Notes and Comments

Comment to 1998 change: Paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) are based on the former Criminal
Rule and are made applicable to civil cases. This rule does not preclude a partyin any case from
conducting a voir dire examination into the qualifications of an expert.

EXHIBIT

^ E



FEDERAL RULES OF EVIDENCE

OPINIONS & EXPERT TESTIMONY

FRE 702 - 706

Tanner v. Westbrook, 174 F.3d 542, 546 (5th Cir.
1999). Defendant, "in its motion for an FRE 104 hearing,
called the [P's] experts' opinions on causation 'suffi-
ciently into question,' by providing conflicting medical lit-
erature and expert testimony."

FRE 703. BASES OF OPINION
TESTIMONY BY EXPERTS

The facts or data in the particular case upon which an
expert bases an opinion or inference may be those per-
ceived by or made known to the expert at or before the
hearing. If of a type reasonably relied upon by experts in
the particular field in forming opinions or inferences upon
the subject, the facts or data need not be admissible in ev-
idence in order for the opinion or inference to be admit-
ted. Facts or data that are otherwise inadmissible shall
not be disclosed to the jury by the proponent of the opinion
or inference unless the court determines that their proba-
tive value in assisting the jury to evaluate the expert's
opinion substantially outweighs their prejudicial effect.

Cross references to FRE 703: Commentaries, "lntroducing Teetimony,"ch. 8-
C, 34, p. 434; 2000 Notes to FRE 703, p. 1053.

Source of FRE 703: Pub. L 93•595, § 1, Jan. 2,1975, 88 Stat.1937; Mar. 2,1987,
efl. Oct. 1.1987.

In re Paoii R.R. Yard PCB Litig., 35 F.3d 717, 747 (3d
Cir.1994). "While [ FRE] 702 focuses on an expert's meth-
odology, [ FRE] 703 focuses on the data underlying the ex-
pert's opinion. [I ] We have held that the district judge
must make a factual finding as to what data experts find
reliable ... and that if an expert avers that his testimony
is based on a type of data on which experts reasonably rely,
that is generally enough to survive the Rule 703 inquiry."

FRE 704. OPINION ON
ULTIMATE ISSUE

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), testimony
in the form of an opinion or inference otherwise admissi-
ble is not objectionable because it embraces an ultimate
issue to be decided by the trier of fact.

(b) No expert witness testifying with respect to the
mental state or condition of a defendant in a criminal case
may state an opinion or inference as to whether the defen-
dant did or did not have the mental state or condition con-
stituting an element of the crime charged or of a defense
thereto. Such ultimate issues are matters for the trier of
fact alone.

Source of FRE 704: Pub. i- 93•595, 31, Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Slat. 1937; Pub. L 98-
473, title 11, §406, Oct. 12,1984, 98 Stal. 2067.

Btrrkhart v. Washington Metro. Area TransitA uth.,
112 F.3d 1207,1212-13 (D.C. Cir.1997). "[A]n expert may

^

offer his opinion as to facts that, if found, would support a
conclusion that the legal standard at issue was satisfied,
but he may not testify as to whether the legal standard has
been satisfied:"

Woods v. Lecureax, 110 F.3d 1215, 1220 (6th Cir.
1997). "[T]estimony offering nothing more than a legal
conclusion-i.e., testimony that does little more than tell
the jury what result to reach-is properly excludable
under the [ FREs]."

Lightfoot v. Union Carbide Corp., 110 F.3d 898, 911
(2d Cir.1997). The FREs "allow a lay witness to testify in
the form of an opinion.... The fact that the lay opinion
testimony bears on the ultimate issue in the case does not
render the testimony inadmissible."

FRE 705. DISCLOSURE OF FACTS OR
DATA UNDERLYING EXPERT OPINION

The expert may testify in terms of opinion or inference
and give reasons therefor without first testifying to'the
underlying facts or data, unless the court requires other-
wise. The expert may in any event be required to disclose
the underlying facts or data on cross-examination.

Source or FRE 705: Pub.l. 93•595, § l, Jaa 2,1975, 88 Stat.1938; Mar.2,1987,
elf. Oct. 1, 1987; Apr.22,1993, efL Dec.1,1993.

B.F. Goodrich v. Bethoski, 99 F.3d 505, 525 (2d Cir.
1996). "An expert's testimony, in order to be admissible
under [FRE] 705, need not detail all the facts and data un-
derlying his opinion in order to present that opinion."

University of R.I. v. A. W. Chesterton Co., 2 F.3d
1200, 1218 (1st Cir.1993). FRE 703 & 705 "normally re-
lieve the proponent of expert testimony from engaging in
the awkward art of hypothetical questioning, which in-
volves the ... process of laying a full factual foundation
prior to asking the expert to state an opinion. In the inter-
ests of efficiency, the [ FREs ] deliberately shift the burden
to the cross-examiner to ferret out whatever empirical de-
ficiencies may lurk in the expert opinion. Nevertheless,
Rules 703 and 705 do not afford automatic entitlements to
proponents of expert testimony. [ U] nder the broad excep-
tion to Rule 705 ... the trial court is given considerable lat-
itude over the order in which evidence will be presented to
the jury."

FRE 706. COURT
APPOINTED EXPERTS

(a) Appointment. The court may on its own motion
or on the motion of any party enter an order to show cause
why expert witnesses should not be appointed, and may
request the parties to submit nominations. The court may
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TEXAS RULES OF EVIDENCE

ARTICLE V11. OPINIONS & EXPERT TESTIMONY

TRE 703 - 705

TRE 703. BASES OF OPINION
TESTIMONY BY EXPERTS

The facts or data in the particular case upon which
an expert bases an opinion or inference may be those
perceived by, reviewed by, or made known to the expert
at or before the hearing. If of a type reasonably relied
upon by experts in the particular field in forming opin-
ions or inferences upon the subject, the facts or data
need not be admissible in evidence.

Comment to 1998 change: The former Civil Rule referred to facts or data
"perceived by or reviewed by- the expert. The former Criminal Rule referred to

facts or data "perceived by or made known to" the expert. The terminology is
now confomed, but no change in meaning is intended.

See Commentarfa, "Introducing Evidence," ch. 8-C; "Objecting to Evi•

deoce." ch. 8-D; Cochran, Teuai Rules of Eoldence Handbook, p. 685 (2001).

History of TRE 703 (civH): Amended eff. Mar. 1,1998, by order of Feb. 25,

1998 (960 S.W.2d (Tex.Cases] ix). Amended elf. Sept. 1, 1990, by order of Apr.

24, 1990 (785-86 S.W2d JTex.CasesJ aii): Changed the words "made known
to him" to `reviewed by the expert"; this amendment conforms TRE 703 to the
rules of discoveryby using the tenn "reviewed by the expert " See former TRCP
166b. Adopted eff. Sept 1, 1983, by order of Nov. 23, 1982 (641-42 S.W2d

l Tex_eases) w). Source: FRE 703.

Merrell Dow Pharms., Inc. v. Haoner, 953 S.W.2d
706, 711 (Tex.1997). "The substance of the [expert's]
testimony must be considered. At 712: [A]n expert's
bald assurance of validity is not enough. At 713: The
underlying data should be independently evaluated in
determining if the opinion itself is reliable."

Slam o. Mack, 984 S.W.2d 747, 750 (Tex.App.-
Texarkana 1999, no pet.). TRE 703 and 705 "now allow
a testifying expert to relate on direct examination the
reasonably reliable facts and data on which he relied in
forming his opinion, subject to an objection under
[TRE] 403 that the probative value of such facts and
data is outweighed by the risk of undue prejudice. ...
The details of those facts and data may be brought out
on cross-examination pursuant to [TRE] 705(a),
705(b), and 705(d). Moreover, the opponent of such ev-
idence may ask for a limiting instruction if he fears the
evidence may be used for a purpose other than support
for the testifying expert's opinion."

Sosa ex rel. Grant n. Koshy, 961 S.W.2d 420, 427
(Tex.App.-Houston [ lst Dist.] 1997, pet. denied).
"Under rule 703, Officer Null, as an expert on accident
reconstruction, properly relied on hearsay evidence pro-
vided by eyewitnesses to the accident if experts in his
field would reasonably rely on such evidence."

^

TRE 704. OPINION ON
ULTIMATE ISSUE

Testimony in the form of an opinion or inference
otherwise admissible is not objectionable because it
embraces an ultimate issue to be decided by the trier of
fact.

See Commentaries, -Objecting to Evidence," ch. 8-0; Cochran, Te:cas
Rules of Eoidence Handbook, p. 697 (2001).

History of TRE 704 (civil): Amended efL Idar.1,1998, by order or Feb.2S,
1993 (960 S.W2d JTex.Cases) Ix). Adopted eB. Sept. 1. 1983, by onler of Nov.
23,1982 (64142 S.W2d JTel.CasesJ tv). Source: }RE704.

BirchtYeld v. Texarkana Mem. Ilosp., 747 S.W2d
361, 365 (Tex.1987). "Fairness and efficiency dictate
that an expert may state an opinion on a mixed ques-
tion of law and fact as long as the opinion is confined to
the relevant issues and is based on proper legal con-
cepts." An expert may testify that conduct constituted
"negligence" and "gross negligence," and that certain
acts were "proximate causes" of the plaintiffs injuries..

Dickerson o. DeBarbieris, 964 S.W.2d 680, 690
(Tex.App.-Houston [ 14th Dist.] 1998, no pet.). "Al-
though rule 704 allows an expert to state an opinion on
a mixed question of law and fact, it does not permit an
expert to state an opinion or conclusion on a pure ques-
tion of law because such a question is exclusively for
the court to decide and is not an ultimate issue to be de-
cided by the trier of fact."

Isern o. Watson, 942 S.W.2d 186, 193 (Tex.App.-
Beaumont 1997, pet. denied). "[B]efore a testifying
expert's opinion can be rendered [on negligence, gross
negligence, or proximate cause], a predicate must be
laid showing that the expert is familiar with the proper
legal definition in question."

TRE 705. DISCLOSURE OF FACTS OR
DATA UNDERLYING EXPERT

OPINION

(a) Disclosure of Facts or Data. The expert
may testify in terms of opinion or inference and give the
expert's reasons therefor without prior disclosure of the
underlying facts or data, unless the court requires oth-
erwise. The expert may in any event disclose on direct
examination, or be required to disclose on cross-exam-
ination, the underlying facts or data.

(b) Voir dire. Prior to the expert giving the ex-
pert's opinion or disclosing the underlying facts or data,
a party against whom the opinion is offered upon re-
quest in a criminal case shall, or in a civil case may, be
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TEXAS RULES OF EVIDENCE

ARTICLE V111. HEARSAY

TRE7O5-801

e

permitted to conduct a voir dire examination directed to
the underlying facts or data upon which the opinion is
based. This examination shall be conducted out of the
hearing of the jury.

(c) Admissibility of opinion. If the court deter-
mines that the underlying facts or data do not provide a
sufficient basis for the expert's opinion under Rule 702
or 703, the opinion is inadmissible.

(d) Balancing test; limiting instructions.
When the underlying facts or data would be inadmissible
in evidence, the court shall exclude the underlying facts
or data if the danger that they will be used for a purpose
other than as explanation or support for the expert's
opinion outweighs theirvalue as explanation or support
or are unfairly prejudicial. If otherwise inadmissible
facts or data are disclosed before the jury, a limiting in-
struction by the court shall be given upon request

Comment to 1998 change: Paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) are based on the
former Criminal Rule and are made applicable to civil cases. This ruk does not
preclude a party in any case from conducting a voir din examination into the
qualifications of an eaperL

See Cochran, Tezas ?ofv o/ tbidencr NandbooA, p. 704 (2001).
History of TRE 705 (civil): Amended e1L Mar.1, 1998, by order of Feb. 25,

1998 (960 S.W.2d iTezCases] Ix). Amended etf. Nov_ 1.1984, by order of June
25,1984 (669-70 S.W2d ITexCasest naviii): Added "disclose on direct exam-
inatlon, or" and on cross-examination" to last sentence. Adopted eft. Sept.1,
1983, by.order of Nov. 23, 1982 (641-42 S.W3d ITex.Casesl Iv). Source: FRE
705.

Weiss v. Mechanical Assoc. Servs., 989 S.W.2d
120,12425 (Tex.App.-San Antonio 1999, pet. denied).
"The non-exclusive list of factors the court may con-
sider in deciding admissibility [under TRE 705(c)] in-
cludes the extent to which the theory has been or can be
tested, the extent to which the technique relies upon
the subjective interpretation of the expert, whether the
theory has been subjected to peer review and/or publi-
cation, the technique's potential rate of error, whether
the underlying theory or technique has been generally
accepted as valid by the relevant scientific community,
and the non-judicial uses that have been made of the
theory or technique."

Stain v. Mack, 984 S.W.2d 747, 750 (Tex.App.-
Texarkana 1999, no pet.). See Annotation in TRE 703.

TRE 706. AUDIT IN CIVIL CASES

Despite any other evidence rule to the contrary, ver-
ified reports of auditors prepared pursuant to Rule of
Civil Procedure 172, whether in the form of summaries,
opinions, or otherwise, shall be admitted in evidence
when offered by any party whether or not the facts or

data in the reports are otherwise admissible and
whether or not the reports embrace the ultimate issues
to be decided by the trier of fact. Where exceptions to
the reports have been filed, a party may contradict the
reports by evidence supporting the exceptions.

See Cochran, Texas Rcln olEbldertca Nand6ooR, D. 720 (2001).
History of TRE 706 (civil): Amended eff. Mar.1,1998, by order of Feb. 2S,

1998 (960 S.W2d ITex.Cases) hd). Adopted eR. Jan.1,1988, by orderofJuly IS,
1987 (73334 S.W2d iTes.Casesl :cvi^): To confmm to1RCP 172. Somee: Ne.w
rule.

Lovelace a. Sabine ConsoL, Inc., 733 S.W.2d 648,
656 (Tex.App.-Houston [ 14th Dist.] 1987, writ de-
nied). "The audit report before this court contains no
such affidavit as is required by [TRCP] 172. ... Fur-
ther, 6 days before trial [ P] ffled an objection to the au- '
dit. Therefore, the trial court did not err in admitting
evidence that contradicted and supplemented the audi-
tor's report."

ARTICLE V111. HEARSAY

TRE 801. DEFINITIONS

The following definitions apply under this artide:
(a) Statement. A "statement" is (1) an oral or

written verbal expression or (2) nonverbal conduct of a
person, if it is intended by the person as a substitute for
verbal expression.

(b) Declarant. A "declarant" is a person who
makes a statement.

(c) Matter Asserted. "Matter asserted" includes
any matter explicitly asserted, and any matter imp6ed
by a statement, if the probative value of the statement
as offered flows from declarant's belief as to the matter.

(d) Hearsay. "Hearsay" is a statement, other
than one made by the dedarant while testifying at the
trial or hearing, offered in evidence to prove the truth of
the matter asserted.

(e) Statements Which Are Not Hearsay. A
statement is not hearsay if:

(1) Prior statement Dy witness. The declarant tes-
tifies at the trial or hearing and is subject to cross-ex-
amination concerning the statement, and the state-
ment is:

.(A) inconsistent with the declarant's testimony,
and was given under oath subject to the penalty of per-
jury at a trial, hearing, or other proceeding except a
grand jury proceeding in a criminal case, or in a depo-
sition;
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TEXAS RULES OF EVIDENCE

ARTICLE IV. RELEVANCY & ITS LIMITS

TRE2O4-403

this Court were to take judicial notice of the ordinance
[Ps] proffered, there is no showing that this is the ver-
sion of the ordinance on which the district court ren-
dered its judgment To enable an appellate court to re-
view a municipal or county ordinance, parties must
both comply with the provisions of [TRE] 204 and make
the ordinance a part of the trial-court record."

ARTICLE Ilt. PRESUMPTIONS

[No rules adopted at this time.]

ARTICLE IV. RELEVANCY &
ITS LIMITS

TRE 401. DEFINITION OF "RELEVANT
EVIDENCE"

"Relevant' evidence° means evidence having any
tendency to make the existence of any fact that is of
consequence to the determination of the action more
probable or less probable than it would be without the
evidence.

See Cochran, Texas Rules of Eafdenae Aandbook, p. 193 (2001).
nistory of TRE 401 (cfvll): Amended eff. Mar. 1, 1998, by order of Feb. 25,

1998 (960 S.W.2d lTex.Caaes] xncvii). Amended eff. Nov. 1,1984, by order of
June 25, 1984 (669-70 S.W.2d iTex.Casesj mrili): Title and entire rule were
changed. Adopted eff. Sept. 1, 1983, by order of Nov. 29, 1982 (64142 S.W2d
[Tea.Casesi axix). Source: FRE401.

E.J. du Pont de Nemours & Co. v. Robinson, 923
S.W.2d 549,556 (Tex.1995). "[T]o constitute scientific
knowledge which will assist the trier of fact, the pro-
posed [scientific] testimony must be relevant and reli-
able. [I ] The requirement that the proposed testimony
be relevant incorporates traditional relevancy analysis
under [TRE] 401 and 402.... To be relevant, the pro-
posed testimony must be'sufficientty tied to the facts of
the case that it will aid the jury in resolving a factual
dispute."'

Transportation Ins. Co. v. Moriel, 879 S.W.2d 10,
24-25 (Tex.1994). "Simply because a piece or pieces of
evidence are material in the sense that they make a
'fact that is of consequence to the determination of the
action more ... or less probable' does not render the ev-
idence legally sufficient. As Professor McCormick suc-
cinctly put it, 'a brick is not a wall."'

Castillo v. State, 939 S.W.2d 754, 758 (Tex.App.-
Houston [14th Dist.] 1997, writ refd). "The evidence
need not prove or disprove a particular fact; the evi-
dence is sufficiently relevant if it provides 'a small
nudge' towards proving or disproving any fact of conse-
quence. Furthermore, '[t]he motives which operate

^

upon the mind of a witness when he testifies are never
regarded as immaterial or collateral matters."'

TRE 402. RELEVANT EVIDENCE
GENERALLY ADMISSIBLE;

IRRELEVANT EVIDENCE
INADMISSIBLE

All relevant evidence is admissible, except as other-
wise provided by Constitution, by statute, by these rules,
or by other rules prescribed pursuant to statutory au-
thority. Evidence which is not relevant is inadmissible.

See Commentaries, -objecting to Evfdeace," ch. &D; Cachran, Texas
Rules of.gctdence Handbook, p. 193 (2001).

History of TRE 402 (civil): Amended eIL tAar.1,1998, by order of Feb. 25,
1998 (960 S.W.2d [TezCasesl =tvii). Adopted eff. Sept. 1, 1983, by order of
Nov. 23,1982 (64142 S.W.2d f Tex.Cases] mdx). Sourer FRE 402.

E.L du Pont de Nemours & Co. v. Robinson, 923
S.W.2d 549, 556 (Tex.1995). "Evidence that has no re-
lationship to any of the issues in the case is irrelevant
and does not satisfy [TRE] 702's requirement that the
testimony be of assistance to the jury.- It is thus inad-
missible under [TRE] 702 as well as under [TRE] 401
and 402."

Lunsford v. Morris, 746 S.W.2d 471, 473 (Tex.
1988). The rules of evidence do not "contemplate exclu-
sion of otherwise relevant proof unless the evidence
proffered is unfairly prejudicial, privileged, incompe-
tent, or otherwise legally inadmissible. We do not cir-
cumscribe, however, a trial judge's authority to con-
sider on motion whether a party's discovery request
involves unnecessary harassment or invasion of per-
sonal or property rights."

Jampole v. Touchy, 673 S.W.2d 569, 573 (Tex.
1984), overruled on other grounds, Walker v. Packer,
827 S.W.2d 833 (Tex.1992). "To increase the likelihood
that all relevant evidence will be disclosed and brought
before the trier of fact, the law circumscribes a signifi-
cantly larger class of discoverable evidence (than ad-
missible evidence] to include anything reasonably cal-
culated to lead to the discovery of material evidence."

TRE 403. EXCLUSION OF RELEVANT
EVIDENCE ON SPECIAL GROUNDS

Although relevant, evidence may be excluded if its

probative value is substantially. outweighed by the dan-
ger of unfair prejudice, confusion of the issues, or mis-

leading the jury, or by considerations of undue delay, or
needless presentation of cumulative evidence.

See Commenfaries, "Objecting 10 Evidence," ch. 8-D; Coduan, Texas
Rules of Evidence Handbook, p, 210 (2001).
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Proposeci TRE 407 (b) Amendment

(b) Notifkafloa of Deiect. Nothing in paragraph (a) shaA require eocclnsion of an otbe,zwise
admissible written nofification of a defect in a product, issued by the mamufacturer of the Foduct to any
pwmhaser of the prodoct, as 'Ptmchasee is defined in Section 1201, Tex, Bus. & Comm. Code.

Tex. Bus. & Comm Code §1.201

(29) "lPurchase" means taldg by sale, leasa, discount, ne8otiariob. aiortgage, pledg0. lien, security
interest, issue or reissue, gi8, or any oth= vohmtary transaction orca&g an interest in property.

(30) "Purchases" means a person that takes by p=hase.

Wawaa,LOssao10IMoooIivoaM.1



3. Rule 407(b). In compliance with the mandate of the Legislature and the adoption of
House Bill 4, the Supreme Court amended Rule 407(a) effective in all cases filed on and after July
1, 2003. In light ofthe amendments to Rule 407(a), the AREC appointed a subcommittee to evaluate
whether Rule 407(b) should be amended and, if so, the form it should take. The report of the
subcommittee is attached hereto. In addition to the report, the full committee perceived that 407(b)
should be amended to assure that `innocent sellers' within the meaning of HB 4 will be able to
introduce recall letters and defect / flaw / problem application correspondence from upstream
manufacturers and distributors as part of a complete defense for innocent sellers under new CPRC
82.003.

The Committee adopted proposed Rule 407(b) in the form attached to this report and
recommends it to the Supreme Court Advisory Committee and to the Supreme Court for adoption
in the Texas Rules of Evidence. The Committee notes that draft Rule 407(b) addresses recall letters
addressed by the manufacturer to the broad category of users known as purchasers as defined by the
Business and Commerce Code. The Committee notes that it is foreseeable that some recall notices
or notifications of defects in products may be issued by the manufacturer to persons others than such
purchasers, such as, for example; learned intermediaries. This may happen, e.g. in a hypothetical
case where a drug manufacturer notifies physicians instead of patients that it has determined that
certain patients may have reactions to a drug under certain circumstances and that such physicians
should act accordingly, thereby qualifying as a notification of a defect but not as a written notice sent
to the purchaser. The Committee did not intend that such written notifications not be admissible in
evidence, but the Committee was also uncertain whether in the real world a learned intermediary
would not 'also be within the broad view of persons in the TBCC who qualify as "purchasers".
Accordingly, the Committee did not fiuther modify proposed Rule 407(b) by inserting additional
notified parties, such as learned intermediaries, but does recommend to the SCAC and to the
Supreme Court further evaluation of that contingency.
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re: Subconrmittee on TRE•107

Dear JaGlc:

lbRolGaiaee2Tr6
Wdb- T^a97oQ xX
sao wc.e aakQ+., a.N. an^T^7MI
c43T) it+-fM
(432) aZ.56nru
..ffl...ma.a.

14ut•...WrVa.nw
a...n.Te.tM
pis^7mml
(712) 737•OK/ ra

With n:gard to the above rrfernnced Subcommittee of the Texas AdrninisGc^tian of Rules of Evidence
Coanmittce, please consider this my formal report which, I assumq will be forovarded to members of the
entire committee before or at our next committee meeting. Members of this comaittee Included Me
Prince, Professor PoweIl, Professor Goode, Jndge Garza, Ivlark Sales, and Peter Haskel We met on two
different occasions and discussed in length Rule 407 and the reooaunended changes ffiereto.

Bacl4$roeaid

The legislature in House Bill 4 charged the Texas Supreme Court with amending TRE 407(a) to
substantially reflect Rule 407 of the Federal Rules of Evidence. The legislature speci8cally directed the
Court to 407(g) and was silent as to TRE 407(b). In accordance with the legislative mandate the Snpreme
Court has proposed that Rule 407(a) read exactly as FRE 407 currently reads. Attached as Exbibit "A"
you will find:

l. TRE 407 prior to Houso Bill 4;

2. FRE 407;

3. TRE 407, amended to reflect the language in FItE 407;
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4. The subcommittee's proposed change to the language of 407(b).

5. The definition of "Purchaser" and "piuchase" under Texas Business and Commerce Code
§ 1.201.

When Rule 407 of the Texas Rules of Evidence were origiaally drafted, instead of following the language
of FRE 407, the, Tcxas Committee decided to adopt a version of Rule 407 as rnosted in the State of Maine.
Accordingly, TRE 407(b) was born.

Drscasiorr and reasonLeg of the subconnnftee

The subcommittee did discuss possible additions and.. chaltges to TRE 407(a), but the subcommittee
membtrs quickly agreed that no further changes to TRE 407(a) would be reoommended to the' full body of
the Administration of Rules of Evidence Committee.

Addrassing TRE 407(b) there were several issues of concern in light of the language changes made in
407(a). The subeommittee felt that with the changes to TRE 407(a) that TRE 407(b) might take on
additional importanee. The c=ent language of TRE 407(b) caused the subcommittec concern in two
areas:

1. The current version allows only-a recall notice to be catcxzd as evideace of de86ct against a
manafscturGr. As draftcd it would allow the admission of sudi evidence agaiust down
stream suppliers and retailers even under the theory of strict liability. The theory of strict
liability contcxpplstes liability of down stream suppliers and retailers not withs0anding such
suppliers and retailers committed no culpable act or omission other than merely being in
the stiream of commerce for the product. , Aecordingly, it seaned inconsistent for a
manufiwturcr to make an admission of defeot, and yet, for such not to be admisslble as
evidence of a defect in cases where another party in the strram of commerce is involved.

2. TRE 407(b) as written only applies to written notification by a maaufacturer to pwchasrn:
Again the subcommittee felt that the term purcl>asm without definition migbt be defined in
an tmdnly resttictive way that would not include those parties broadly defined as
purchasers under Texa9 Busiasss and Commerce Code § 1.201, Looking at Exlu'bit "A°
you will notice the definition of a purchaser is, "a person that takes by purchase" and that
the definition of "p%^" means "the taking by sale, lease, discount, negotiation,
mortgage, pledgey lien, security intereA issue or re-issne, giR, or any other voluntary
transaction creating an interest in property."

With those considerations rcferenccd above being primary to the subcommittve. the sabcommittee
proposed changea in the wording of TRE 407(b) as reflected on Exhibit "A" attached hereto.
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The subcommittee therafore proposcs the attacbod changes to TRE 407(b) and that such proposal be
brought bafore the full memborship of the Administration of ltules of Bvidancx C,omamiuee. Attaa>ed as
Exha'bit "B" you will find czcerpts from the Texas Rnles of Evidence Handbook, 5* Edition Update,
wbich reading will faciiitata The discussion of the full oammittoe.

wBw:iv
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TRE 407 PR1OR TO CHANGE

S[JBSEQUENT TO REMTDIAL MEMURES; NOTIFICATION OF DEFECT

qI oo& -

(a) Subseqnent Romedial Mea:nrea. W}xcn, after an ewnt, measuras are tolcem whitc% if taken
previously, would have made the event less likely to occur, evidence of the subsequent reme&W maasures
is not admissi'blc to provc negligence or culpable conduct in wnnection with the event This rule does not
require the exclusion of cvidcnce of subsequent remedial measures when offered for another purpos%
such as proving ovvnership, control or fcasibility of pzecaa6onary measvres, if controverted, or
impeaehm.ent. Nothing in this rute shall prcclndc admissi'bft in products liability <ases based on strict
liability.

(b) Notification of Deiect. A wntten notification by a manufactarvr of any dafect in a product
produced by such manufactartr to pwahasera thereof is admissible against the mwufiwtxna on the issue
of existence of the defect to the extent that it is relevant.

FRE 407 (Currentty)

SUBSEQUENT REMEDIAL MEASURES

When, after an injury or harm allegedly caused by an event, measures are taken that, if taken
prvviously, would have made the injury or hazm less likely to occur, evidence of the subsequent aieasures
is not admissiblc to provc ncgli8cnec6 culpable eond«ct, a defeet in a produd, a defect in a product's
desigq or a nRxd for a warning or instruction. This rule does not require the cxcl.tision of evidence of
subsequent mesaurea when offercd for another purpose, such as proving ownership, control, or feasibility
of preceartionary mtastura, if controvcrtcd, or impcachment..

TRE 407 (witit HB 4 changes)

SUBSEQUENT TO REMEDYAL 1VIEASURES; NOT[FICATION OF DEFEGT

(a) Subsequent Remedial Messarea. When, after an fidury or haxm allegedly caused by an
event, measures are taloea that, if taken praviously, would have made the iAjvry or ha:m less likely to
occur, evidence of the subsequent measures is not admissible to prove ncgligance, culpable coaduck, a
defoct in a product, a defect in a produeYs design, or a need for a warniag or iastiuctioa This rule does
not require the euclusion of evidenee of subsequent measvres when offered for anothcr purpose, such as
proving ownerahip, control or feasibility of precautionary measures, if controverted, or impeachment..

(b) Notification of Defect. A writtw' ► Aotification by a manufacbucr of any defect in a produat
produced by such manufacturer to purchasers thereof is sdmismble against the manufacaaer on the issue
of existence of the defect to the extcat that it is relevant.

Ma: awuaanraM1010nooo11,39093.1





SUPREME COURT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR CHANGE TO TRE 509

1. Exact wording existing Rule:

Rule 509. Physician-Patient Privilege

(e) Exceptions in a Civil Proceeding. Exceptions to confidentiality or privilege
in administrative proceedings or in civil proceedings in court exist:

(l) when the proceedings are brought by the patient against a physician, including
but not limited to malpractice proceedings, and in any license revocation proceeding in
which the patient is a complaining witness and in which disclosure is relevant to the
claims or defense of a physician;

(2) when the patient or someone authorized to act on the patient's behalf submits a
written consent to the release of any privileged information, as provided in paragraph (f);

(3) when the purpose of the proceedings is to substantiate and collect on a claim
for medical services rendered to the patient;

(4) as to a communication or record relevant to an issue of the physical, mental or
emotional condition of a patient in any proceeding in which any party relies upon the
condition as a part of the party's claim or defense; .

(5) in any disciplinary investigation or proceeding of a physician conducted under
or pursuant to the Medical Practice Act, TEX.REV.CIV.STAT. art. 4495b, or of a
registered nurse under or pursuant to TEX.REV.CIV.STAT. arts. 4525, 4527a, 4527b,
and 4527c, provided that the board shall protect the identity of any patient whose medical
records are examined, except for those patients covered under subparagraph (e)(1) or
those patients who have submitted written consent to the release of their medical records
as provided by paragraph (f);

(6) in an involuntary civil commitment proceeding, proceeding for court- ordered
treatment, or probable cause hearing under TEX.HEALTH & SAFETY CODE ch. 462;
tit. 7, subtit. C; and tit. 7, subtit. D;

(7) in any proceeding regarding the abuse or neglect, or the cause of any abuse or
neglect, of the resident of an "institution" as defined in TEX.HEALTH & SAFETY
CODE § 242.002.

Rule 509, TRE - Page 1



II. Proposed Rule:

Rule 509. Physician-Patient Privilege

(e) Exceptions in a Civil Proceeding. Subject to federal laws and the laws of
this state relating to the confidentiality of a person's health care information, exceptions
to confidentiality or privilege in administrative proceedings or in civil proceedings in

court exist:

(1) when the proceedings are brought by the patient against a physician, including
but not limited to malpractice proceedings, and in any license revocation proceeding in
which the patient is a complaining witness and in which disclosure is relevant to the
claims or defense of a physician;

(2) when the patient or someone authorized to act on the patient's behalf submits a
written consent to the release of any privileged information, as provided in paragraph (f);

(3) when the purpose of the proceedings is to substantiate and collect on a claim
for medical services rendered to the patient;

(4) as to a communication or record relevant to an issue of the physical, mental or
emotional condition of a patient in any proceeding in which any party relies upon the
condition as a part of the party's claim or defense;

(5) in any disciplinary investigation or proceeding of a physician conducted under
or pursuant to the Medical Practice Act, TEX.REV.CIV.STAT. art. 4495b, or of a
registered nurse under or pursuant to TEX.REV.CIV.STAT. arts. 4525, 4527a, 4527b,
and 4527c, provided that the board shall protect the identity of any patient whose medical
records are examined, except for those patients covered under subparagraph (e)(1) or
those patients who have submitted written consent to the release of their medical records
as provided by paragraph (f);

(6) in an involuntary civil commitment proceeding, proceeding for court- ordered
treatment, or probable cause hearing under TEX.HEALTH & SAFETY CODE ch. 462;
tit. 7, subtit. C; and tit. 7, subtit. D;

(7) in any proceeding regarding the abuse or neglect, or the cause of any abuse or
neglect, of the resident of an "institution" as defined in TEX.HEALTH & SAFETY
CODE § 242.002.

Comment to 2004 change: This comment is intended to inform the construction
and application of this rule. The U.S. Congress enacted the Health Insurance Portability
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& Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), Pub. L. No. 104-191, 110 Stat. 1936 (2003) on
August 21, 1996. HIPAA required the Secretary of Health & Human Services to issue
privacy regulations governing individually identifiable health information, if Congress
did not enact privacy legislation within three years of the passage of HIPAA. Congress
did not enact privacy legislation. The U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
developed the Standards for Privacy of Individually Indentifiable Health Information
(Privacy Rule), 45 C.F.R. §§ 160.102-164.534 (2004), which is a federal regulation
defining administrative steps, policies, and procedures to safeguard individuals' personal,
private health information (known as "protected health information" or "PHI") . The
exceptions to confidentiality or privilege provided for in this rule are subject to HIPAA
and the Privacy Rule, and possibly to other federal laws and laws of this state regarding
privacy.

Rule 509, TRE - Page 3



AREC State Bar Version 514

In civil cases, a party or party's representative may not communicate with or obtain
health care information from a physician or health care provider outside of formal
discovery except by (1) written authorization of the patient or the patient's
representative, or.(2) pursuant to a court order which specifies the scope and subject
matters that may be disclosed and which states that the health care provider is under
no obligation to discuss such matters outside of formal discovery. A copy of such
order must be provided to the health care provider prior to any such communication
or disclosure. Evidence obtained in violation of this Rule may subject the
violating party to sanctions provided in Rule 215. , This rule does not prohibit a
party, a physician, or a health care provider from communicating health care
information to another person or party where the communication would be
privileged.



Law Offices of
JACK W. LONDON & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

114 W. 7th, Suite 625 • Austin, Texas 78701
www.jackwlondon.com

jlondon@texas.net

JACK W. LONDON Telephone: (512) 478-5858
Board Certified-Personal Injury Trial Law Fax: (512) 478-1120

May 10, 2004

Buddy Low
Orgain, Bell & Tucker, L.L.P.
470 Orleans Street
P.O. Box 1751
Beaumont, Texas 77704-1751

Dear Mr. Low:

Enclosed please find the Committee Report of the Administration of Rules of Evidence
Committee, together with a proposed Rule 514, which addresses the HIPAA rules concerning
disclosure of patient medical infonnation and exparte contacts of a party's physician.

On behalf of the Administration of Rules of Evidence Committee, we earnestly recommend
to the Supreme Court Advisory Committee that it endorse our proposed Rule 514 and recommend
it to the Supreme Court for adoption.

The history, analysis, and concerns which were raised by the Supreme Court Advisory
Committee in its review of the HIPAA regulations have been point-by-point analyzed by the AREC
in order to address each concern of the Committee. In particular, the Committee wanted to draft a
rule that would conform to Federal Law, address peer review and attorney-client privileges, and give
guidance to the bench, the bar, and to medical providers.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this report and the proposed rule. Please
notify Mark Sales and me of any schedule of the SCAC to review these matters. Mark or I will be
available to attend on behalf of the Committee.

J WL/cba

cc: Erin Graham
Terry Jacobson
Mark Sales
Steven Goode



FINAL REPORT REGARDING EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN
PHYSICIANS AND ATTORNEYS WHO DON'T REPRESENT THE

PHYSICIAN'S PATIENT, HIPAA AND PROPOSED RULE 514

1. History to this point. Two years ago AREC was asked to study the question of
whether ex parte communications between physicians and attorneys other than attorneys
who represented the physician's patient were permissible. An AREC subcommittee was
formed to study the problem and report back to the committee. While the subcommittee
was studying the issue, the IHIPAA rules were released for final comment by DHHS. The
AREC subcommittee studying the issue, and subsequently the entire committee,
concluded that the HIPAA rules addressed whether and how ex parte contact was
permissible and, therefore, recommended the adoption of a new Rule of Evidence-Rule
514. The proposed rule was modeled after a process used by then State District Court
(now Federal District Court) Judge David Godbey to deal with litigants in his court.
AREC submitted its proposal and report. The SCAC, and a subcommittee of the SCAC,
was also studying the issue and a member of the SCAC subcommittee studying the issue
drafted a proposed amendment to existing Rule 509, which was circulated to AREC,
along with several other comments and questions (the automatic exclusion sanction
language and how the rule might impact peer review) pertaining to AREC's proposed
rule. The AREC subcommittee, and subsequently the entire committee, met and studied
the language proposed by the member of the SCAC subcommittee that was studying the
issue, and the comments and questions generally posed by SCAC. AREC now issues this
final report, which contains a modification to our previous drafts of Rule 514. AREC
also rejects the amendment proposed by a member of the SCAC subcommittee as being
unworkable.

II. Comment Regarding the Nature of the Problem. There are 2 separate, but

interrelated, matters at issue. The first is whether ex parte communications are or should

be permissible. As a general rule, we think HIPAA answers that question in the negative.
After the AREC meeting in April, we discovered a recently published article (which we
have not analyzed in detail), but which seems to agree with the conclusions reached by
AREC. The article is titled "An Important Consequence of HIPAA: No MORE Ex

PARTE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN DEFENSE ATTORNEYS AND PLAINTIFFS' TREATING
PHYSICIANS." It was written by David G. Wirtes, Jr., R. Edwin Lamberth and Joanna
Gomez and it appears at 27 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF TRIAL ADVOCACY I

(Summer 2003). We urge you to review it in connection with the upcoming SCAC

meeting. The second issue is whether there ought to be a procedural vehicle that allows

for ex parte communications and which is HIPAA friendly. We have concluded for a

variety of reasons that such a vehicle ought to be available.

In addition, we note that the problems posed by ex parte contacts arise in
connection with the discovery of evidence and not its admission before the court.
HIPAA does not present an obstacle to the admission of evidence. To the contrary, an
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exception to HIPAA allows for the disclosure of health care information when ordered by
a trial judge. And, before a trial judge will admit evidence, the evidence first has to be
relevant to some issue over which the court has jurisdiction. Besides regulating the
admission of evidence, the evidentiary privileges also control the scope of discovery.
And, that is where the controversy arises. So, we see the problem as being how to
regulate the disclosure of health care information when a trial judge is not present to rule
on relevance, discoverability and other similar matters at the time the evidence is being

discovered. We believe that new Rule 514 is the best method for balancing the right to
privacy afforded by Rule 509, and now HIPAA, with the need to obtain information in
the most expeditious fashion.

III. Analysis of AREC's Proposed Rule and the Amendment to Rule 509
Proposed by a Member of SCAC. AREC's proposal is perhaps most usefully viewed
as an analog to the rule that prohibits a lawyer who represents a client in a matter from
communicating with someone represented by another lawyer in that matter. Texas
Disciplinary Rule of Professional Conduct 4.02 forbids a lawyer, in representing a client,
from communicating about the subject of his representation with "a person, organization
or entity of government" that the lawyer knows is represented by counsel regarding that
matter without first obtaining counsel's consent. ABA Model Rule of Professional
Conduct 4.2 similarly restricts such ex parte communications.- A primary justification
for this rule is the desire to preserve attomey-client confidences. Kurlantzik, The
Prohibition on Communication With an Adverse Party, 51 Conn. B.J. 136, 145-46 (1977)
("The central interest is to protect the privilege-to avoid situations in which persons are
asked to reveal privileged information."); Lidge, Government Civil Investigations and the
Ethical Ban on Communicating With Represented Parties, 67 Indiana L.J. 549, 561-62
(1992); Restatement of the Law (Third), The Law Governing Lawyers § 99 comment b;
Vickery v. Commission for Lawyer Discipline, 5 S.W.3d 241, 259 (Tex.App.-Houston
[14 Dist.] 1999, pet denied) ("The purpose of Rule 4.02(a) is `to preserve the integrity of
the client-lawyer relationship by protecting the represented party from the superior
knowledge and skill of the opposing lawyer.' ") (quoting In re News Am. Publ'g Inc..
974 S W 2d 97 100 (Tex.App. -San Antonio 1998, no pet.)). Cf. Restatement of the
Law (Third), The Law Governing Lawyers § 102 (providing that even when a lawyer is
permitted to communicate with a nonclient, the lawyer "may not seek to obtain
information that the lawyer reasonably should know the nonclient may not reveal without
violating a duty of confidentiality to another imposed by law").

The same purpose animates AREC's recommendation. A litigant's treating
physician often possesses a wealth of confidential and privileged infonnation about the
litigant. To be sure, by filing a malpractice claim, the litigant/patient sacrifices to some

Unlike the Texas rule, the text of the ABA rule refers only to communications with a person represented
by counsel, and not does include a reference to organizations or government entities. But Comment 4 to
the ABA rule makes clear that it also applies to organizations.
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extent the protections of the patient-physician privilege. Some of the plaintiff's medical
information will undoubtedly fall within one of the exceptions to the Rule 509 privilege.
But some of his or her medical information may still be protected. Moreover, the
litigant/patient is not always the person who brought the case. For example, in a
malpractice or negligent credentialing case, the plaintiff may want to uncover the
defendant physician's confidential medical information in an effort to prove the
defendant physician was a drug abuser. Some of this information may fall within an
exception to the privilege; some may not.

The two most-commonly invoked exceptions are found in Rule 509(e)(1), which
creates an exception where a proceeding is brought by a patient against a physician, and
Rule 509(e)(4), which creates an exception where any party relies upon the patient's
physical, mental or emotional condition as part of the party's claim or defense. But neither
of these exceptions provides carte blanche access to the patient's medical information.
Both create exceptions only for medical information that is relevant to the case, and the
Supreme Court has directed courts to apply this relevance standard stringently.
Interpreting what is now the Rule 509(e)(4) exception, the Court stated :

Thus courts reviewing claims of privilege and inspecting records in camera
should be sure that the request for records and the records disclosed are closely
related in time and scope to the claims made, see Mutter v. Wood, 744 S.W.2d
600, 601 (Tex.1988), so as to avoid any unnecessary incursion into private affairs.
Even when a document includes some information meeting this standard, any.
information not meeting this standard remains privileged and must be redacted or
otherwise protected.

R.K. v. Ramirez, 887 S.W.2d 836, 843 (Tex. 1994). The Court's expressed concern was
to "prevent" the privilege from evaporating as a matter of course simply because a
lawsuit has been filed."

We believe it is unreasonable to assume, as the proposed amendment to Rule 509
seems to do, that physicians will ordinarily be in a position to know precisely what
confidential information is privileged and what is not. The proposed amendment to Rule
509 merely states the obvious-except as provided by applicable law-it does nothing to
provide guidance to lawyers and physicians. Both state law, see Tex. Occ. Code §

159.001 et seq., and the HIPAA regulations enjoin physicians from breaching
confidentiality except in enumerated circumstances.- Our proposed rule thus seeks to
ensure that lawyers will be prevented from knowingly or unknowingly placing physicians
in a position where they may breach their legal duty of maintaining confidentiality. But

2 The uncertainty for doctors is exacerbated by the fact that Texas Rule of Evidence 509 and Texas
Occupation Code § 159.003 contain different, and conflicting, sets of exceptions. See I Texas Practice,
Goode, Wellborn and Sharlot, Guide to the Texas Rules of Evidence § 509.2 (3d ed. 2002) (arguing that
Rule 509 should take precedence overOccupation Code provisions).
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AREC's proposal would operate in a less draconian fashion than Disciplinary Rule 4.02.
That rule's prohibition on ex parte communications may be overcome only by receiving
consent from the nonclient's lawyer. Absent consent, the lawyer must resort to formal
discovery mechanisms to extract information from the nonclient. AREC's proposed rule
does not require consent from counsel; the patient's consent suffices. If that is not
forthcoming, the proposed rule still allows the lawyer to communicate informally with
the physician once the trial judge has delineated what information the physician may
disclose to the lawyer and informed the physician that he or she may decline to be
interviewed.

The participants in this process who are most at risk are the physicians and other
health care providers. When a physician is being ex parted by an attorney other than the
physician's attorney, it is the physician who, in the absence of legal training and an
understanding' of the issues in the case, is called upon to make an informed judgment
about what and what not to disclose. We believe that approach, which is what is
advocated by a member of SCAC subcommittee studying the issue, places the physician
at risk of civil and criminal penalties, without justification.

AREC received a copy of an article which was published in the Pharmaceutical
and Medical Device Law Bulletin which argues that HIPAA does not preempt the
practice of ex parte interviews with a personal injury plaintiff s health care providers.
Matteo and Uitti, Conducting Ex Parte Interviews with PlaintifJ's Health Care Providers,
3 Pharm. & Med. Device L. Bull. 1(No. 9 Sept., 2003). This article is deeply flawed.

First, the article asserts-erroneously-that the HIPAA regulations "removed
without replacement," id. at 2, the definitions of "covered entity" and "protected health
information" that had appeared in earlier drafts of the regulations at 45 C.F.R. § 164.501.
That is not true. The HIPAA regulations occupy Subchapter C (Administrative Data
Standards and Related Requirements) of Subtitle A (Department of Health and Human
Services) of Title 45 of the Code of Federal Regulations. The terms "covered entity" and
"protected health information" are both defined for the subchapter (i.e., for the entirety of
the regulations) at 45 C.F.R. § 160.103. These definitions conform to the definitions of
these terms found in the prior regulations and that Matteor and Uitti claim were dropped
from the final regulations.

More fundamentally, Matteo and Uitti write that "Congress recognizes that
HIPAA's scope should not reach state discovery practices used to obtain patient health
information and employed in a matter in which a personal injury plaintiff has waived the
patient-physician privilege by putting his or her medical condition in issue." The authors
then quote part of the comment to 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(e), which governs disclosure in
judicial and administrative proceedings:

The provisions in this paragraph are not intended to disrupt current practice
whereby an individual who is a party to a proceeding and has put his or her
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medical condition at issue will not prevail without consenting to the production of
his or her protected health information. In such cases, we presume that parties will
have ample notice and an opportunity to object in the context of the proceeding in
which the individual is a party."

Id. at 8, quoting 65 Fed. Reg. 82462, 82530 (Dec. 28, 2000).

This language is taken out of context and ignores the changes made in the rule
during the drafting process. The Proposed Rule covered disclosures for judicial and
administrative proceedings at proposed 45 C.F.R. § 164.510(d). This section would have
permitted covered entities to disclose protected health care information without the
individual's authorization either:

(1) "In response to an order of a court or administrative tribunal;" or
(2) "Where the individual is a party to the proceeding and his or her medical
condition or history is at issue and the disclosure is pursuant to lawful process or
otherwise authorized by law."

64 Fed. Reg. 59918, 60057 (Nov. 3, 1999).

The comments to this proposed rule explained that, in judicial or administrative
proceedings, covered entities could disclose protected health care information without the
individual's consent only "through or pursuant to a court order or an order by an
administrative law judge specifically authorizing the disclosure of protected health
information." The lone exception to this was "where the protected health information
being requested relates to a party to the proceeding whose health condition is at issue, and
where the disclosure is made pursuant to lawful process (e.g., a discovery order) or is
otherwise authorized by law."- Id. at 59959. In other words, even when a party to
litigation puts his or her medical condition or history at issue, the proposed regulations
permitted covered entities to disclose protected health care information only pursuant to
court order, lawful process such as a discovery request, or other means "authorized by
law. 1,

The regulations as adopted, however, are quite different. 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(e)
governs disclosures for judicial and administrative proceedings. It permits non-
authorized disclosure for judicial and administrative proceedings:

(1) "In response to an order of a court or administrative tribunal, provided that the
covered entity discloses only the protected health information expressly
authorized by such order;" or

3 Disclosure would also be permitted where allowed under other provisions of the regulations. 64 Fed.
Reg. at 59959.
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(2) "In response to a subpoena, discovery request, or other lawful process, that is
not accompanied by an order of a court or administrative tribunal" if certain
assurances are received by the covered entity.

Note the changes from the proposed rule to the final regulations. First, the final
regulation restricts the information that the covered entity may disclose pursuant to a
court order. "[O]nly the protected health information expressly authorized by such
order" may be disclosed. 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(e)(1)(i).

Second, and more to the point: the final regulations delete the proposed provision
that would have permitted disclosure."[w]here the individual is a party to the proceeding
and his or her medical condition or history is at issue and the disclosure is pursuant to
lawful process or otherwise authorized by law." The final regulations replace this
proposed provision with a far more restrictive one. In the absence of an order from a
court or administrative tribunal, the final regulations permit disclosure only in response to
"a subpoena, discovery request, or other lawful process." 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(e)(1)(ii).
Disclosure "otherwise authorized by law" is no longer allowed.

Moreover, disclosure is allowed pursuant to.a subpoena, discovery request, or
other lawful process only when one of two requirements is met. First, the covered entity
must receive satisfactory assurance from the party seeking the information "that
reasonable efforts have been made ... to ensure that the individual who is the subject of
the protected health care information that has been requested has been given notice of the
request." 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(e)(1)(ii)(A). Alternatively, the covered entity must
receive satisfactory assurance from the party seeking the information that it has made
"reasonable efforts . . . to secure a qualified protective order." 45 C.F.R. §
164.512(e)(1)(ii)(II).

In summary, a study of the text of the fmal regulations, even without reference to
their history, plainly indicates the intent to preclude covered entities from disclosing
protected health care information in the course of ex parte communications conducted
without the benefit of a court order. The mechanisms authorized for disclosure for
judicial or administrative proceedings-court order, subpoena, discovery request or other
lawful process-do not include ex parte communications conducted without the benefit
of a court order. Any doubt that might exist about this is erased by observing what the
final regulations deleted (the provision for disclosure "otherwise authorized by law"
when a party puts his or her medical condition at issue) and what the final regulations
added (limits on the information that can be disclosed pursuant to court order and, in the
absence of a court order, the requirement that covered entities must receive certain
assurances from the party seeking the information).-

° The language quoted by Matteo and Uitti now may be placed in context. It simply states that current
practice is that parties who put their medical condition in issue cannot prevail unless they consent to the
production of protected health information, and that these regulations are not intended to alter this practice.
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In addition to the matters mentioned above, we feel it important to make
additional observations regarding the revision to Rule 509 proposed by a member of
SCAC (and which we understand is being considered as an alternative to AREC's
proposal) and some of the questions raised by SCAC that have been brought to our
attention.

First, in accordance with the analysis above, we disagree with the conclusion that
HIPAA won't preempt state law regarding the disclosure of protected health information.
We believe that HIPAA expressly preempts any state law, which is does not provide at
least as much-protection as HIPAA. 45 C.F.R.§160.202. A state rule that authorizes
physicians to disclose protected health information in response to a lawyer's ex parte
contacts would be contrary to HIPAA requirements.

Second, the language proposed by the member of SCAC does not directly address
whether ex parte contact should be permissible under any circumstance. So, additional
controversy is likely. At present, it appears that ex parte contact is not permissible in
Texas federal courts and there is no real consensus yet regarding how state courts will
rule on the issue. In our opinion, the better solution is the one that resolves the dispute.

Third, the language proposed by the member of SCAC is too vague to provide
attorneys or physicians with any real guidance. The attorneys who have assembled to
study this issue have a difficult time agreeing on what HIPAA provides. Pity the
physician or the attorney who hasn't studied the problem in detail.

Finally, AREC's proposed rule fits neatly with §74.052 of the Civil Practice &
Remedies Code, which requires a plaintiff in a health care liability claim to consent to the
disclosure of "verbal" as well as written health care information in order to bring a claim.
Proposed Rule 514 envisions that very process.

IV. The Automatic Exclusion Language in the initial draft of Rule 514.

AREC's proposed Rule 514 originally provided that "Evidence obtained in
violation ofthis Rule is inadmissible except upon a finding of good cause." Af3er
receiving comments and feedback concerning this provision, we have decided that a
better approach would be to simply allow the trial court to impose the appropriate
sanctions if the Rule is violated. There are several reasons for recommending this

In such situations, the regulations "presume that parties will have ample notice and an opportunity to
object," presumably to the scope of the consent, "in the context of the proceeding." In other words, the
regulations do not prevent courts from dismissing a party's claims if the party refuses to consent to the
disclosure of relevant medical information after the court determines the party has put his or her medical
condition in issue. But that is a far cry from saying that the regulations authorize covered entities from
disclosing protected health care information during the course of ex parte communications simply because
a party has put his or her mental health information in issue.
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change. First, if evidence obtained in violation of the Rule is admissible in the first
instance, it would or should have come out in discovery anyway. On the other hand, if
the evidence were inadmissible then the proposed language would be superfluous.
Second, cases should be decided based on the evidence and we should not be in the
business of creating a procedural trap for the unwary. Third, a trial court can best fashion
an appropriate sanction, and make sure the sanction is assessed against the party or
attorney who gives offense. This is consistent with other legal precedents regarding
assessing sanctions. Several members of AREC thought that the reference to sanctions
could be deleted in its entirety because trial courts already have the inherent authority to
assess sanctions and because the inclusion of the language might suggest to trial judges
that the judge had to assess sanctions. However, the majority of AREC felt that the
inclusion of the word "may" made it clear that the awarding of sanctions was
discretionary. In addition, the majority felt that it was important to give trial courts some
direction (to Rule 215) to decide how to assess a violation of the rule. We therefore
recommend that the sentence referenced above be deleted and replaced with "Evidence
obtained in violation of this Rule may subject the violating party to sanctions as
provided in Rule 215."

V. Peer Review And Other Activity.

In his letter of March 15, 2004, Buddy Low asked AREC to consider adding
another exception to proposed Rule 514 to deal specifically with peer review activity. As
we studied the matter, it occurred to us that there are 2 separate issues involved here. The
first relates to the initial gathering of information from a health care provider. We noted
that an amendment to the rule was probably not necessary for HIPAA purposes because
persons engaged in legitimate peer review and health oversight activities are not
prohibited from disclosing protected health information without permission. 45 C.F.R.
§ 164.512(d). The second issue is: What can a person (including parties and'nonparties
who are health care providers) who obtains information pursuant to proposed Rule 514
do with it once he/she/it has it? As we understand the concern expressed by Buddy Low,
he wanted to make sure that a peer review committee was able to use the information;
that is, disclose the information it obtained to its members, the Board of Medical
Examiners, its attorneys, etc. in order to properly perform its peer review function. As
we considered the matter, we realized that there are probably a number of other activities
that lawyers (joint defense, consulting experts, etc.) and others (nursing, dental and other
health care agencies which regulate health care activity) engage in every day that require
them to disclose protected health care information to other people. So, rather than
addressing only peer review activity, we decided to create an exception that allowed
persons to communicate information obtained in connection with new Rule 514 to others
so long as the disclosure is also privileged. That way, a physician who is sued can
disclose health care information to his lawyer. That way, a lawyer representing a
physician can disclose health care information to a consulting expert, and so on.
Proposed Rule 514, with the new sanctions and exceptions language (in bold face), would
read as follows:
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In civil cases, a party or party's representative may not communicate with or
obtain health care information from a physician or health care provider outside of
formal discovery except by (1) written authorization of the patient or the patient's
representative, or (2) pursuant to a court order which specifies the scope and
subject matters that may be disclosed and which states that the health care
provider is under no obligation to discuss such matters outside of formal
discovery. A copy of such order mush be provided to the health care provider,
prior to any such communication or disclosure. Evidence obtained in violation
of this Rule may subject the violating party to sanctions provided in Rule
215. This rule does not prohibit a party, a physician, or a health care
provider from communicating health care information.to another person or
party where the communication would be privileged.
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Dear Jefl:
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I agree with your conclusion that HIPPA does not preempt the provisions of Rules 509 and 510.
However, once that information is waived by the filing of the lawsuit, then one must look to HII'PA
as to the protection the patient gets when his health care information is revealed.

First, I point out that Rule 509 pertains only to the physician-patient privilege. Rule 510 pertains
to "confidential health information" between a patient and a"professionaP'. Professional is defined
in Evidence Rule 510. HIPPA does not define "health care information" (as that term is used in the
AREC State Bar version 514). HIPPA does define "health care" as follows: Health care means care,
services or supplies related to the health of an individual. Health care includes, but is not limited to
the following: (1) Preventive, diagnosis, therapeutic, rehabilitative, maintenance, or palliative care
and counseling, service, assessment, or procedure with respect to the physical or mental condition,
or functional status, of an individual or that affects the structure or function of the body; and, (2) Sale
or dispensing of a drug, device, equipment or other item in accordance with a prescription.

HIPPA was designed as a standard for privacy of individually identifiable health information.
"Health information" (as defined by HIPPA) means any information, whether oral or recorded in any
form or medium at: (1) is created or received by a health care provider, health plan, public health
authority, employer, life insurer, school or university, or health care clearing house; and, (2) relates
to the past, present, or future physical or mental health or condition of an individual; the provision
of heath care to an individual; or the past, present, or future payment for the provision of health care
to an individual.

The point I am making from the above is that HIPPA is much broader than Rules 509 and 510,
which deal only with two limited privileges. HIPPA pertains to all medical information. HIPPA does
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not deal with waiver or with the effect of filing a lawsuit. Therefore, there is nothing inconsistent in
HIPPA with such waiver when one files a lawsuit. The thing that would be inconsistent with HIPPA
is if that health information can be given ex parte without notice to the patient. Rules 509 and 510
do not specifically address how the information when waived should be made available. There is
nothing in that rule that says ex parte is allowed or is disallowed. Thus, the express provisions of
Rules 509 and 510 are not inconsistent with HIPPA until it comes to the question of how that
information when waived is obtained. HIPPA is specific on that. Section 164.508 of HIPPA pertains
to use and disclosure for which an authorization is required. When an authorization is given, Rules
509 and 510 are not invoked. Section 164.510 of HIPPA pertains to disclosure requiring an
opportunity for the individual to agree or to object. This certainly requires notice and would not
allow ex parte. This would be by subpoena, court order, or routine discovery. Section 164.512
pertains to disclosure for which an authorization or opportunity to agree or object is not required.
This section is rather lengthy but affidavits must be given showing that notice can't be given to the
patient and that efforts have been made to give notice, further requiring steps to protect the health
care information. Certainly there is not included in this an ex parte communication with the doctor.

Based on the above I agree with you that HIPPA does not preempt Rules 509 and 510 but that

HIPPA does preempt any state court ruling that says that ex parte communications can be had with
the patient's doctor.

Jeff, thank you very much for your help in this matter.

Sincerely,

Buddy Low

BL:cc



Connie Collis

From: John.Martin(gptklaw.com
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2004 9:29 AM
To: cac@obt.com
Cc: Stephen.Tipps@bakerfiotts.com
Subject.: SCAC-Ex Parte Communications

u►F-e.Ftnm

Buddy:

I have reviewed the material pertaining to the ex parte
communications with physicians issues that you forwarded with your letters
of May 20 and June 1, 2004. I am not a member of the Evidence
Subcommittee, so I suppose technically I do not have a vote, but I would
like to give you my comments about the new Rule 514 recommended by the
State Bar Committee. While I think this proposed rule is far superior to
the previous proposal from the AREC, I still see some major problems with
it.

1. There is no definition of "health care information." If the
committee's intent is to cover what HIPAA defines as protected health
information ("PHI"), the rule should say so. I have not had time to
analyze fully what the ramifications of using that definition in a
state rule of evidence would be, but at the outset of discussing this
rule, I think we need to know what is intended to be covered by the
term ":health care information" in the proposed rule.

2. My recollections is that everyone at the meeting of the Evidence
Subcommittee at Stephen Tipps' office seemed to agree that some facts
known by a treating physician simply are not privileged. One example
I have used is the question of whether a surgeon may have left the
operating room for a period of time during an operation. If such a
claim is involved in a case, it would be perfectly appropriate for
the defense lawyer representing the surgeon to ask the nurses and
anesthesiologists who were present whether they recall that the
surgeon was or was not present in the operating throughout the
entirety of the procedure. That is not a privileged communication or
protected health information under any definition, but is simply a
fact, just like whether the light was red or green. Without a

definition of "health care information" I do not know whether that

would be covered by this rule or not. Also, any lawyer in a medical
malpractice case should be able to ask a subsequent treating

physician whether he or she has any criticisms of the health care
providers who are parties to the case.

3. The proposed rule allows disclosure of health care information

"outside of formal discovery" if there is a written authorization of
the patient or the patient's representative. Under the revisions to
the medical malpractice law enacted by House Bill 4, notice of a

health care claim must be accompanied by a medical authorization in
the form specified by Section 74.052 of the Texas Civil Practice &
Remedies Code. That form specifically says, "The health information
to be obtained, used, or disclosed extends to and includes the verbal
as well as the written ...." The required form also provides, "I
understand that information used or disclosed pursuant to this

1



authorization may be subject to redisclosure by the recipient and may
no longer be protected by federal HIPAA privacy regulations." I have
heard defense lawyers contend that language means once the defense
lawyer has the authorization form that the plaintiff is required to
produce•before pursuing a claim, the defense lawyer may engage in ex
parte communications with the treating physician. I express no .
opinion on whether that is correct. However, the proposed Rule 514
leaves that issue up in the air.

4. The way the rule is written, the last sentence allowing communication
among parties, physicians and health care providers of privileged
information seems to directly contradict the first sentence of.the
rule. The intent is clear, but I think better draftmanship would
dictate that the rule be reworded so that the last sentence is
preceded by "except" or "unless," and it should be placed either
before or after the first sentence. I am not going to attempt to
redraft it now, but I think that would have to be done if the
Evidence Subcommittee of the SCAC decides to recommend anything
similar to this rule.

As I have repeatedly emphasized, I am not an expert on HIPAA, and
have not studied the regulations or the statute in great detail. On the
other hand, Barbara Radnofsky of Vinson & Elkins has written and lectured
extensively about the impact of HIPAA on discovery practices. I imagine
you know Barbara and would agree that she is an exceptionally bright and
talented lawyer. I would suggest that you submit the report of the AREC to
her and ask for her comments. Of course they would not be binding, and she
does not have a vote in the subcommittee, but I think her input would be
valuable, and I am sure she would be happy to provide it. Please let me
know if you agree.

John H. Martin
Thompson & Knight LLP
1700 Pacific Ave. Suite 3300
Dallas, Texas 75201-4693
Direct Telephone: 214.969.1229
Fax: 214.969.1751
email: John.Martin@tklaw.com
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Thank you very much for your email. You have certainly raised some good points. The first
point brings me back to our initial assignment, which was merely to consider ex parte communications
with a doctor. Evidence Rule 509 pertains only to the physician-patient privilege. However,
Evidence Rule 510 pertains to "confidential health information" between a patient and a
"professional." Professional is defined in Evidence Rule 510. HIPPA does not define "health care
information" (as that term is used in AREC State Bar version 514). HIPPA does define "health care"
as follows: Health care means care, services or supplies related to the health of an individual. Health
care includes, but is not limited to the following: (1) Preventive, diagnosis, therapeutic, rehabilitative,
maintenance, or palliative care and counseling, service, assessment, or procedure with respect to the
physical or mental condition, or functional status, of an individual or that affects the structure or
function of the body; and, (2) Sale or dispensing of a drug, devise, equipment or other item in
accordance with a prescription.

HIPPA also defines "protected health information" as meaning "individually identifiable health
information", and then goes on to give exceptions. I think there is a good understanding of the term
"health care information" and do not believe we need to attempt to define it.

I will point out that the AREC proposed Rule 514 does relate to and affect Evidence Rule 509
and Evidence Rule 510. Evidence Rule 509, as pointed out above, pertains only to the physician-
patient privilege and 510 pertains to "professional and patient." The AREC version pertains to all
health care providers. I am confident that HIPPA pertains to all health care providers. Yet, I am not
totally convinced that we should try to follow HIPPA in everything it does. In other words, our
present Rules of Evidence pertain only to doctors and professionals, and I think we should address
only doctors and professionals. If a patient feels that his record should not be revealed by other
health care providers that can be taken up and argued under HIPPA. Otherwise, we would have to
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amend Evidence Rules 509 and 510, because the privilege, as well as the lawsuit exception as written
in the rules, only pertains to doctor-patient and professional and patient. The privilege, as well as the
waiver, does not extend to other health care providers.

Statutes in this regard are not entirely consistent. Occupation Code Section 159-pertains only to
physician and patient. Health and Safety Code Section 611.001 pertains to patient and professional.
When Section 611.004 was first passed in 1974, it had a Section 9 which said infonmation could be
given in civil or criminal cases as authorized by law or rule. Thus, there was the lawsuit exception.
The 1995 amendment left this out. Thus, the Health and Safety Code Section 611.004 does not have

the 'lawsuit exception that is provided in Rules 509 and 510 and in the Occupation Code. Occupation
Code Section 159.005 speaks of consent and says that it must have three elements (the same as those
required in present Rule 509).

We get no help from the Federal Rules of Evidence because there is no privilege provision Each
federal courts follow the privileges of thestate in which it sits.

In brief, I would strongly consider substituting the word "professional" for the words "health care
provider" as used in AREC State Bar version 514.

John, I don't necessarily agree that whether a doctor was in the operating room or was not in the
operating room is not "health care information." It certainly is information as to whether the doctor
was doing anything or whether health care was being provided by the doctor and those present are
there only for purposes of providing health care to the patient.

With regard to whether a lawyer in a medical malpractice case should be able to ask the
subsequent treating physician whether he or she is critical of the health care providers who are parties
in the case, that would come under the exception of where a malpractice case is filed as long as it
does not involve giving information as to health care given by the subsequent treating doctor. I don't
think that would be prohibited. However, it could be argued that the opinion of the doctor is based
upon subsequent examination and information about the patient's health that he obtained from the
patient and in that event I feel it would be covered. I don't think we should get into that.

With regard to the authorization required by Section 74.052 of the Texas Civil Practice &
Remedies Code, this is specifically for a medical malpractice claim. I don't believe we should be that
specific, and I don't think HIPPA requires us to be that specific in the authorization. I don't feel we
should try to interpret whether the authorization provided in CPRC Section 74.052 authorizes ex
parte conversations or not.

Your suggestion no. 4 is well taken, and I would propose that the word "however", followed by
a comma, be used before the last sentence.
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Your suggestion to call Barbara Radnofsky is well taken. I attempted to call, her today and she
is out for almost a week. She along with many others have written various articles about HIPPA.
Some of the articles are confusing because people have not distinguished between earlier versions of
HIPPA and the final version and some writers have misstated what HIPPA says by failing to
distinguish this. I have spent considerable time reading the entire HIPPA more than once, and I find
no exception stating that a lawsuit or claim is a waiver. It is clear that we can do whatever we want
as long as we are as restrictive as HIPPA or more restrictive than HIPPA. Section 160.202 ofHIPPA
provides as follows: "Contrary, when used to compare a provision of state law to a standard,
requirement or implementation specification adopted under this chapter means: (1) A covered entity
would find it impossible to comply with both the state and federal requirements or (2) The provision
of state law stands as an obstacle to the accomplishment and exception of full purposes and objectives
of Part C of Title XI of the Act...." Section 160.203 provides that HIPPA preempts any provision
of state law exce t if one of several conditions is met. One of those conditions is: "The provision of
state law relates to the privacy of individually identifiable health information and is more stringent
than a standard, requirement or implementation specification adopted under Sub-part E of Part 164
of this chapter."

If the State Bar version is adopted, I would also strongly consider a footnote with regard to the
last sentence referring to professional review activities as provided in 42 USCA 11101, et seq. and
Section 160.001 of the Occupation Code referring to the Federal Health Care Quality Improvement
Act (medical peer review).

John, I do consider you a member of the Evidence Committee because I asked you to sit on the
committee and I certainly will consider your vote. I assume that you still prefer your version, but if
I am in error, please let me know.

Thanks for all the work and thought you have put in this. I appreciate very much your help.

Sincerely,

BL:cc
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SUNMARY OF
THE RIPAA PRIVACY RULE

Introduction The Standards for Privacy of Indivia'ually Identifiable Health Ixformatian ("Privacy
Rule") establislses, for the first time, a set of national standards for the protection of
certain health information. The U.S. Dcparmieut of Health and Human Services
("HHS") issued the Privacy Rule to implement the requirement of the Health
Iasuwrance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 ("HIPAA").' The Prive.cy Rule
standards address the use and disclosure of individuals' health it ►fbtmation--called
"protected health inf'ormation" by organizations subject to the Privacy Rule - called
"covered entities," as well as standards for individuaL9' privacy rights to understand
and control how their health informadon is used. Within HHS, the Office for Civil
Rights ("OCR") has responsibility for implementing and enforcing the Privacy Rule
with respect to voluntary compliance activities and civil money penalties.

A major goal of the Privacy Rule is to assure that individuals' Itealth information is
properly protected while all.owing the flow of health information needed to provide
and promote high quality health eare and to proteet the public's healtb and woli being.
The Rule strikes a balance that permits important uses of infoxination, while
protecting the privacy of people who saek care and healing. Given that the health
care marketplaee is diverse, the Rule is designed to be flexible and comprehensive to
cover the variety of uses and disclosures that need to be addressed.

This is a summary of key elements of the Privacy Rule and not a complete or
comprehensive guide to compliance. Entities regulated by theRule are obligated to
comply with all of its applicable requirements and should not rely on this summary as
a source of legal information or advice. To make it easier for entities to review the
complete requirements of the Rule, provisions of the Rule referenced in this summary
are cited in notes at the and of this document. To view the entire Rule, and for other
additional helpful- information about bow it applies, see the OCR website:
bUp://www.hlts.goy/ocr/hipaa. In the event of a conflict between this summary
and the Rule, the Rule governs.

Links to the OCR Guidance Dobument are provided througlcout this paper. Provisions
of the Rule referenced in this summary are cited in endnotes at the and of this
document. To review the entire Rule itself, and for other additional helpful
information about how it applies, see the OCR website:
htt}^:1/www_^.nov/ocr/hipaa.

Statutory ^ The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of ] 996 (HEPAA), Public

Regalatory Law I04-191, was enacted on August 21, 1996. Sections 261 through 264 of HIPAA
require the Secretary of HHS to publicize standards for the electronic exchange,

Background privacy and security of health information. Colleetively these are known as the
Administrative SYmplficatiorr provisions.

HIPAA required the Secretary to issue privacy regulations governing individually
identifiable health infotmation if Congress did not enaet privacy legislation within

OCR Privacy Rule Summary 1 Last Revised 05/03



three years of the passage of HIPAA. Hecanse Congress did not enact privacy
legislation. HHS developed a proposed rule and released it for public comment on
November 3, 1999. The Department received over 52,000 public comments- The
final regulation, the Privacy Rule, was published December 28, 2000?

In March 2002, the Department proposed and released for public comment
modifications to the Privacy Rule. The Department received over 11,000 comments.
The mQdifiati[^were nuhhahrd 1n^nsLfonma 0L3Z,3 A text

combining the final regulation and the modifications can be found at gS.s.̀E$„P*

JAD.. and plot% 164 Cnhnarta A and B on the OCR website:
httn://www.hhs.gov/ocr inaa.

Who i3
The Privacy Rnle, as well as all the Administrative Simplification rules, apply to

Covered by
health plans, health care clearinghouses, and to any health care provider who

y tramsmits health information in electronic form in connection with transactions for

Privacy Rule which the Secretary of HHS has adopted standards under HIPAA (the "covered
entities"). For help in determining whether you are covered, use the decision tool at:
hM;utww-w cros h is gov/ ioaa/hiy+aa2/suooorthooisldecisibnsupp^t/default.aso.

Health plans. Individual and group plans that provide or pay the cost of medical
care are covered entittes.` Health plans include health, dental, vision, and
prescription drug insurers, health maintenance organizations ("HMOs"), Medicare,
Medicaid, Medicarea-Cholce and Medicare supplement Insurers, and long-term care
insurers (excluding nursing home fixed-indemnity policies). Health plans also
include employer-sponsored group health plans, government and church-sponsored
health plans, and multi-employer health plans, There are exceptions-a group health
plan with less than 50 participants that is administered solely by the employer that
established and maintains the plan is not a covered entity. Two types of government-
funded programs are not health plans: (1) those whose principal purpose is not
providing or paying the cost of health care, such as the food stamps program; and (2)
those programs whose principal activity is directly providing health care, such as a
community health center; or the making of grants to fund the direct provision of
health care. Certain types of insuranee entities are also not health plans, including
entities providing only workers' compensation, automobile insurance, and property
and casualty insurance.

Health Care Providers. Every health care provider, regardless of size, who
electronically transmits health information in connection with certain transactions, is
a covered entity. These transactions include claims, benefit eligibility inquiries,
referral authorizaiion requests, or other transactions for which HHS has established
standards under the HIPAA Transactions Rule.6 Using electronic technology, such as
email, does not mean a health care provider is a covered entity; the transmission must
be in connection with a standard transaction. The Privacy Rule covers a health care
provider whether it electronically transmits these transactious directly or uses a
billing service or other third party to do so on its behalf. Health eare providers
include all "providers of services" (e.g., institutional providers such as hospitals) and
"providers of medical or health services" (e.g., non-institutional providers such as
physicians, dentists and other practitioners) as defined by Medicare, and any other
person or organization that firnishes, bills, or is paid for health care.
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Health Care Clearinghouses. Health care clearinghouses are entitIes that process
nonstandard information. they receive from another entity into a standard (ie.,
standard format or data content), or vice versa. T In most instances, health care
clearinghouses will receive individuall,y identi$able health information only when
they are providing these processing services to a health plan or heatth can provider as
a business associate. In such instances, only certain provisions of the Pcivacy Rule are
applicable to the health care clearinghouse's uses and disclosures of protected health
information.g Health care clearinghouses include billing services, repricing
companies, community health management information systems, and value-added
networks and switches if these entities perform clearinghouse functions.

Business Business Associate Defined. In general, a business associate is a person or
.

Assocl8tes
organization, other than a member of a covered entity's workforce, that performs
certain functions or activities on behalf of, or provides certain services to, a covered
entity that involve the use or disclosure of individually identiliable health
information. Business associate functions or activities on behalf of a covered entity
include claims processing, data analysis, utilization review, and billing.9 Business
associate services to a covered entity are limited to legal, actuarial, accounting,
consulting, data aggregation, management, administrative, aecreditation, or financial
services. However, persons or organizations are not considered busin,ess associates if
their functions or services do not involve the use or disclosure of protected health
information, and where any access to protected health information by such persons
would be incidental, if at all. A covered entity can be the business associate of
another covered entity.

Business Associate Contract. When a covered entity uses a contractor or other non-
workrarce member to perform "business associate" services or activities, the Rule
requires that the covered entity include certain protections for the information in a
business associate agreement (in certain circumstaneas governmental entities may use
alternative means to achieve the same protections). In the business associate eontraet,
a covered entity must impose specified written safeguards on the individually
identifiable health information used or disclosed by its business associates.10
Moreover, a covered entity may not contra.ctually authorize its business associate to
make any use or disclosure of protected health information that would violate the
Rule. Covered entities, that have an existing written contract or agreement with
business associates prior to October 15, 2002, which is not renewed or modified prior
to April 14. 2003, are permitted to continue to operate under that contract until they
renew the contract or April 14, 2004, whichever is first." Sampie business associate
contract language is available on the OCR website at
h,tp://www,hhs_gov/ecr/binaa/contractMov_html. Also see OC 'Susino-s
Associate" Guidance.

What Protected Health Information. The privacy Rule protects all "individually

Information is
idenrifiable health informatlon" held or transmitted by a covered entity or its business
associate, in any form or media, whether electronic, paper, or oral. The Privacy Rule

Protected calls this information "protected health information (PHI)."1Z
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"Individs+ally idenn'f:a61e health infornurtion" is information, including demographic
data, that relates to:

^ the individaal's past, present or future physical or menial health or
condition,

^ the provision of health care to the individual, or
^ the past, present, or future payment for the provision of health care to the

individual,
and that identifies the individual or for which there is a reasonable basis to believe
can be used to identify the individua1.13 Individually identifiable health information
includes many common identifiers (e.g., name, address, biith date, Social Security
Number).

The Privacy Rule excludes from protected health information employment records
that a covered entity maintains in its capacity as an employer and education and
certain other records subject to, or defined iq the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. §1232g.

De-Identified Health Informati,on. There are no restrictions on the use or
disclosure of de-identified health information.'` Dc-identified health infornmation
neither identifies nor provides a reasonable basis to identify an individual. There are
two ways to de-identiPy information; either: 1) a formal determination by a qualified
statistician; or 2) the removal of specified Identifiers of the individual and' of the
individual's relatives, household members, and employers is required, and is
adequate only if the covered entity has no actual knowledge that the remaining
information could be used to identify the individual.ts

General Basic Principle, A major'purpose of the Privacy Rule is to define and limit the
.

le forPrulef
circumstances in whicb an individual's protected heath information may be used or

p disclosed by covered entities. A covered entity may not use or disclose protected

Uses and health information, except either. (1) as the Privacy Rule permits or requites; or (2) as

D1SC^OSUres
the individual who is the subject of the infom^ation (or the individual's personal

16representative) authorizes in writing.

Required Disclosures. A covered entity must disclose protected health information
in only two situations: (a) to individuals (or their personal representatives)
specifically when they request access to, or an accounting of disclosures of, their
protected health information; and (b) to H.HS when it is undertaking a compliance
investigation or review or enforcement action." See OCR "Government Access"

uidan .

Permitted Uses Permitted Uses and Disclosures. A covered entity is permitted, but not required, to

and Disclosures
use and disclose protected health information, without an individual's authorization,

forfor the follawing purposes or situations: (1) To the Individual (unless required
access or accounting of disclosures); (2) Treatment, Payment, and Health Care
Operations; (3) Opportunity to Agree or Object; (4) Incident to an otherwise
permitted use and disclosure; (5) Public Interest and Benefit Activities; and
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(6) Limited Data Set for the purposes of research, public health or health can
opetations.11 Covered entities may rely on professional ethics and best judgtnents in
deciding which of these permissive uses and disclosures to make.

(1) To the Yndivldttal. A covered entity may disclose protected health information to
the individual who is the subject of the information.

(2) Treatment, Payment, Health Care Operations. A covered entity may use and
disclose protected health information for its own treatment, p2tyment, and health care
operations activities.'o A covered entity also may diselose protected beaitfi
information for the treatment activities of any health care provider, the payment
activities of another covered entity and of any health cate provider, or the health care
operations of another covered entity involving either quality or competency assurance
activities or fraud and abuse detection and compliance activities, if both covered
entities have or had a relationship with the individual and the protected b.ealtit
information pertains to the relationship. See OCR "TreatnnentEavment Healtb Care
Operations" Guidance.

TYead►rent is the provision, coordination, or management of health care and
related services for an individual by one or more health care providers,
including consultation between providers regarding a patient and refetral of a
patient by one provider to another.ZO

Payment encompasses activities of a health plan to obtain premiums,
determine or fulfill responsibilities for coverage and provision of beneftts,
and furttislt or obtain reimbursement for health care delivered to an
individua?l and activities of a health care provider to obtain payment or be
reimbursed for the provision of health care to an individual.

flealllR care operations are any of the following activities: (a) quality
assessment and improvement activities, including case management and can
coordination; (b) competency assurance activities, including provider or
health plan perfornuance evaluation, credentialing, and accreditation; (c)
conducting or arranging for medical reviews, audits, or legal services,
including fraud and abuse detection and compliance programs; (d) specified
insurance fimctions, such as underwriting, risk rstin.g, and reinsuring risk; (e)
business planning, development, management, and administration; and (f)
business management and general administrative activities of the entity,
including but not limited to: de identifying protected health information,
creating a limited data set, and certain fuMdmising for the benefit of the
covered eatiry.22

Most uses and disclosures of psychotherapy notes for treatment, payment, and health
care operations purposes require an authorization as described below."

Obtaining "consent" (written permission from individuals to use and disclose their
protected health information for treatment, payment, and health care operations) is
optional under the Privacy Rule for all covered entities.'A The content of a consent
form, and the process for obtaining consent, are at the discretion of the covered entity
electing to seek consent.
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(3) Uses and Disclosures with Opportunity to Agree or Object. Informal
peamission may be obtained by asking the individual outright, or by circumstances
that clearly give the individual the opportunity to agree, acquiesce, or object. Where
the individual is incapacitated, in an emergency situation, or not available, covered
entities geuerally may make such uses and disclosures, if in the exercise of their
professional judgment, the use or disclosure Is determined to be in the best interests
of the individual.

Faciliry Dtreetories. It is a common practice in many health care facilities,
such as hospitals, to maintain a directory of patient contact information. A
covered health care provider may rely on an individual's informal permission
to list in its facility directory the individual's name, general condition,
religious affiliatiosi, and location in the provider's facility.25 The provider
may then disclose the individual's condition and location in the facility to
anyone asking for the individual by name, and also may disclose religious
aftiliation to clergy. Members of the clergy are not required to ask for the
individual by name when inquiring about patient religious affiliation.

For Noti^'icatiod and Other Purpose& A covered entity also may rely on an
individual's infonual pemni§sion to disclose to the individual's, family,
relatives, or friends, or to other persons whom the individual identifies,
protected health infomation directly relevant to that person's involvement in
the individual's care or payment for care. 26 This provision, for example,
allows a pharmacist to dispense filled prescriptions to a person acting on
behalf of the patient. Similarly, a covered entity may rely on an individual's
informal permission to use or disclose protected health information for the
purpose of notifying (including ident3fying or locating) family members,
personal representatives, or others responsible for the individual's oare of the
individual's location, general condition, or death. In addition, protected
health information may be disclosed for notification purposes to public or
private entities authorized by law or charter to assist in disaster relief efforts.

(4) Iacidental Use and Disclosure. The Privacy Rule does not require that every
risk of an incidental use or disclosure of protected health information be. eliminated
A use or disclosure of this information that occurs as a result oi; or as "incident to,"
an otherwise permitted use or disclosure is permitted as long as the covered entity has
adopted reasonable safeguards as required by the Privacy Rule, and the information
being shared was limited to the "minimum necessary," as required by the Privacy
Rule z' See OCR "Ineiftata1 Uses and Disclosures" Guidance.

(5) Public Interest and Benefit Activities. The Privacy Rule permits use and
disclosure of protected health information, without an individual's authorization or
permission, for 12 national priority purposes.2' These disclosures are pertnitted,
although not required, by the Rule in recognition of the important uses made of health
information outside of the health care context. Specific conditions or limitations
apply to each public interest purpose, stri.king the balance between the individual
privacy interest and the public interest need for this information.

Regaired by Law. Covered entities may use and disclose protected health
information without individual authorization as required law (including by
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statute, regulation, or court orders^

Public Health Actlvitfes. Covered entities may disclose protected health
information to: (1) public health authorities authortzed by law to collect or
receive such information for preventing or controlling disease, injury, or
disability and to public health or other government authorities authorized to
receive reports of child abuse and neglcct; (2) entities subject to FDA
regulation regarding FDA regulated products or activities for purposes such
as adverse event reporting, tracking of produets, product recalls, and post-
marketing surveillance; (3) individuals who may have conftacted or been
exposed to a communicable disease when notification is authorized by law;
and (4) employers, regarding employees, when requested by employers, for
information concerning a work-related illness or injury or workplace related
medical surveillance, because such information is needed by the employer to
comply with the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OHSAJa
the Mine Safiety and Health Adminiatration (M73SA); or similar state law.
See OCK ',`Public Health" Guidance; CDC Public Healtb and HIPAA
Gni nce.

Victims of Abuse, Neglect or pomestfe Yfolence. In certain circumstaaces,
covered entities may disclose protected health information to appropriate
government authorities regarding victims of abuse, negleet, or domestic
violence 31

Health Oversiglit Actfvufes. Covered entities may disclose protected health
information to health oversight agencies (as defined in the Rule) for purposes
of legally authorized health oversight activities, such as audits and
investigations necessary for oversight of the health oace system and
government benefit programs 32

Judic3 al and Ad»unistrative Proceedings'. Covered entities may disclose
protected health information in a judicial or adtninistzative proceeding if the
request for the infotmation is through an order from a court or adminisfradve
tribunal. Such information may also be disclosed in response to a subpoena
or other lawful process if certain assurances regarding notice to the individual
or a protective order are provided.33

Law Enforcement Purposes. Covered entities may disclose protected health
information to law enforceanent ofScials for law enforcement purposes under
the following six circumstances, and subject to ,peeified conditions: (1) as
required by law (iuciuding court orders, court-ordered warrants, subpoenas)
and administrative requests; (2) to identify or locate a suspect, fugitive,
material witness, or missing person; (3) in response to a law enforcement
official's request for information about a victim or suspected victim of a
crime; (4) to alert law enforcement of a person's death, if the covered entity
suspects that criminal activity caused the death; (5) when a covered entity
believes that protected health information is evidence of a crime that
occurred on its premises; and (6) by a covered health care provider in a
medical emergency not occurring on its premises, when necessary to inform
law enforcement about the commission and nature of a crime, the location of
the crime or crime victims, and theperpetrator of the crilr►e 3e
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Decedents. Covered entitles may disclose protected health inforrnation to
funeral directors as needed, and to coroners or medical examiners to identify
a deceased person, determine the cause of death, and perform other fimctions
authorized by law."

Cadaverk Organ, Eye, or Tissue Donatton. Covered entities may use or
disclose protected health infwmation to facilitate the donation and
transplantation of cadaveric organs, eyes, and tissue.36

Research. "Research" is any systematic investigation designed to develop or
contrbute to generalizable lmowledge.37 The Privacy Rule permits a covered
entity to use and disclose protected health information for research ptnposes,
without an individual's authorization, provided the covered entity obtains
either. (1) documentation that an alteration or waiver of individuals'
authorization for the use or disclosure of protected.health information about
them for research purposes has been approved by an Institutioual Review
Board or Privacy Board; (2) representations from the researcher that the use
or disclosure of the protected health infmnation is solely to prepare a
research protocol or for similar purpose preparatory to research, that the
researcher will not remove any protected health infomtation from the covered
entity, and that protected health information for which aceess is sought is
necessary for the research; or (3) represerttations from the researoher that the
use or disclosure sought is solely for research on the protected health
information of decedents, that the protected health information sougbt is
necessary for the research, and, at the request of the covered entity,
documentation of the death of the individuals about whom ittformation is
sought.38 A covered entity also may use or disclose, without an individuals'
authorization, a limited data set of protected health information for research
purposes (see discussion below).39 See OCR "Research" Guidance: NUJ

rotecting PHI in Research.

Serious Threat to Health ar 5afe.ty. Covered entities may disclose protected
health information that they believe is necessary to prevent or lessen a serious
and imminent threat to a person or the public, when such disclosure is made
to someone they believe can prevent or lessen the threat (including the target
of the threat). Covered entities may also disclose to law enforcement if the
information Is needed to identify or apprehend an escapee or violent
criminal./0

Essentio! Government Fandiolrs, An authorization is not required to use or
disclose protected health information for certain essential government
functions. Such functions include: assuriag proper execution of a military
taission, conducting intelligence and national security activities that are
authorized by law, providing protective services to the President, mald.ng
medical suitability determinations for U.S. State Department employees,
protecting the health and safety of inmates or employees in a correctional
institution, and deterniining eliibility for or conducting enrollment in certain
goverunzent benefit programs.

OCR Privacy Rule Summary 8 Last Revised 05/03



Workers' Conepwrsatiat. Covered entities may disclose protected health
information as authorized by, and to comply with, workeis' compensation
laws and other similar programs providing benofits for woslc-related injuries
or illnesses.u See OCR "Workers' Compensation" Guidance.

(6) Limited Data Set. A limited data set is protected health information from which
certain specified direct identifiers of individuals and their relatives, household
members, and employers have been reraoved.43 A limited data set may be used and
disclosed for research, health care operations, and public health purposes, provided
the recipient enters into a data use agreement promising specified safeguards for the
protected health infonmation within the limited data set.

Authorized Autborization. A covered entity must obtain the Individual's written authorization

Uses and for any use or disclosure of protected health information that is not for treatrnent,
payment or health care operations or otherwise permitted or required by the Privacy

Disclosures Rule A covered entity may not condition t=tment, payment, enrollment, or
benefits eligibility on an individual granting an authorization, except in limited
cireumstances.'5

An authorization must be written In specific terms. It may allow use and diselosure
of protected health infonmation by the covered entity seeking the authorization, or by
a third party. Examples of disclosures that would require an individual's
authorization include disclosures to a life itfsurer for coverage purposes, disclosures
to an employer of the results of a pre-employment physical or lab test, or disclosures
to a pharmaceutical firm for their own marketing purposes.

All authorizations must be in plain languga, and contain specific information
regarding the iAformation to be disclosed or used, the person(s) disclosing and
receiving the information, expiration, right to revoke in writing, and other data. The
Privacy Rule contains transition provisions applicable to authorizations and other
express legal permissions obtained prior to April 14, 2003. °b

Psychotherapy Notes+^ A covered entity must obtain an individual's authorization
to use or disclose psychotherapy notes with the following exceptions4g:

• The covered entity who originated the notes may use them for treatment.
• A covered entity may use or disclose, without an individual's authorization,

the psychotherapy notes, for its own training, and to defend itself in legal
proceedings brought by the individual, for HHS to investigate or detenmine
the covered entity's compliance with the Privacy Rules, to avert a serious and
imminent threat to public health or safety, to a health oversight agency for
lawful oversight of the originator of the psychotherapy notes, for the lawful
activities of a coroner or medical examiner or as required by law.

Marketing. Marketing is any communication about a product or service that
encourages recipients to purchase or use the product or service.49 The I'rivacy Rule
carves out the following health-related activities from this definition of marketing:

• Communications to describe health-related products or services, or paymtnt
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for them, provided by or included in a benefit plan of the covered entity
making the communication;

• Communications about participating providers in a provider or health plan
network, replacement of or enhancements to a health plan, and health-related
products or services available only to a health plan's enrollees that add value
to, but are not part of, the benefits plan;

• Communications for treattaent of the individual; and
• Communications for case management or care coordination for the

individual, or to direct or recommend alternative treatments, therapies,
health care providers, or care settings to the individual.

Marketing also is an atrangement between a covered entity and any other entity
whereby the covered entity discloses protected health information, in exchange for
direct or indirect remuneration, for the other entity to communicate. about its own
products or services encouraging the use or purchase of those products or services.
A covered entity must obtain an authorization to use or disclose protected health
information for marketing, except for face-to-face, marketing communications
between a covered entity and an individual, and for a covered entity's provision of
promotional gifts of nominal value. No authorization is needed, however, to make a
communication that falls within one -of the exceptions to the marketing definition.
An authorization for marketing that involves the covered entity's receipt of direct or
Indirect remuneration from a third party must reveal that fact. See OCR Narlceting"

uidan .

L'lIriitl'lIIg Uses. NImimum Necessary. A central aspect of the Privacy Rule is the principle of

and Disclosures
^^^^'m necessary" use and disclosure. A covered entity must make reasonable
efforts to use, disclose, and request only the minimum amount of protected health

to the information needed to accomplish the intended purpose of the use, disclosure, or
.

^^m^m
request 50 A covered entity must develop and implement policies and procedures to
reasonably limit uses and disclosures to the minimum necessary. When the minimum

Necessary necessary standard applies to a use or disclosure, a covered entity may not use,
disclose, or request the entire medical record for a particular purpose, unless it can
specifically justify the whole record as the amount reasonably needed for the purpose.
See OCR "Minirn um Necescarv" Guidance.

The minimum necessary requirement is not imposed in any of the following
circumstances: (a) disclosure to or a request by a health care provider for treatment;
(b) disclosure to an individual who is the subject of the information, or the
individual's personal representative; (c) use or disclosure made pursuant to an
authorization; (d) disclosure to HHS for complaint investigation, compliance review
or enforcemeat; (e) use or disclosure that is required by law; or (f) use or disclosure
required for compliance with the HIPAA Transactions Rule or other HIPAA
Administrative Simplification Rules.

Access and Uses. For internal uses, a covered entity must develop and implement
policies and procedures that restrict access and uses of protected health information
based on the specific roles of the members of their workfbrce. These policies and
procedures must identify the persons, or classes of persons, in the workforce who
need access to protected health information to carry out their duties, the categories of
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protected heaith infotmation to which access is needed, and any conditions under
which they need the infotmation to do th.eir jobs.

Di9clasures and Requests for Dfsclagurres. Covered entities must establish and
implement policies and procedures (which may be standard protocols) for routine,
recurring Arcclostaw, or reqvests far diselosurw, that lixnits the protected health
information disclosed to that which is the minitnum amount reasonably necessary to
achieve the purpose of the disclosure. Individual review of each disclosure is not
required. For non-routine, non-recurring disclosures, or requests for disclosures that
it makes, covered entities must develop criteria designed to limit disclosures to the
information reasonably necessary to accomplish the purpose of the diselosure and
review each of these requests individually in accordance with the established critoria.

Reasonable Reliance. If another covered entity makes a request for protected health
information, a covered entity may rely, if reasonable under the circumstances, on the
request as complying with this minimurn necessary standard. Similarly, a covered
entity may rely upon requests as being the minimum necessary protected health
information from: (a) a public affioial, (b) a pio&ssional (such as an attotney or
accountant) who is the covered entity's business associate, seeking the information to
provide services to or for the covered entity; or (c) a researcher who provides the
documentation or representation required by the Privacy Rule for research.

Notice and rr►vacy Practices Notiee. Each covered entity, with certain exceptions, must

Other
provide a notice of its privacy practices.s^ The Privacy Rule requires that the notice
contain certain elements. The notice must describe the ways in which the covered

Individual entity may use and disclose protected health information. The notice must state the

^^^
covered entity's duties to protect privacy, provide a notice of privacy practices, and

'abide by the terms of the current notice. The notice must describe individuals rights,
including the right to complain to HHS and to the covered entity if they believe their
privacy rights have been violated. The notice mnst include a point of contact for
further information and for making complaints to the covered entity. Covered entities
must act in accordance with their notices. The Rule also contains specific
distribution requirements for direct treatment providers, all other health care
providers, and health plans. See OCR "Notice" Ctuidance.

• Notice Distribution. A covered health care provider with a d'rrect treatment
relationship with individuals must deliver a privacy practices notice to
patients starting April 14, 2003 as follows:

o Not later than the first service enoounter by personal delivery (for
patient visits), by automatic and contemporaneous electronic
response (for electronie service delivery), and by prompt mailing (for
telephonic service delivery);

o By posting the notice at each service delivery site in a clear and
prominent place where people seeking service may reasonably be
expected to be able to read the notice; and

o In emergency treatment situations, the provider must furnish its
notice as soon as practicable afRer the emergency abates.
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Covered entities, whether direct treaimerit providers or indlrect treatment
providers (suola as laboratories) or health plans must supply notice to anyone
on request.n A covered entity must also make its notice electronically
available on any web site it maintains for customer service or benefits
infornYation.

The covered entities in an organized health care arrangemertt may use a joint
privacy practices notice, as long as each agrees to abide by the notice content
with respect to the protected health information created or received in
connection with participation in the arcangemenO Distribution of a joint
notice by any covered entity participating in the organized health care
arrangement at the first point that an OHCA member has an obligation to
provide notice satisfies the distribution obligation of the other participants in
the organized health care arrangement.

A health plan must distribute its privacy practices notice to each of its
enrollees by its Privacy Rul.e compliance date. Thereafter, the health plan
must give its notice to each new enrollee at cnrollment, and send a reminder
to every enrollee at least once every three years that the notice is available
upon request. A health plan satisfies its distribution obligation by furnishing
the notice to the "named insured," that is, the subscriber for coverage that
also applies to spouses and dependents.

Acknowledgement of Notice Receipt. A covered health care provider with
a direct treatment relationship with individuals must make a good faitlt effort
to obtain written acknowledgement from patients of receipt of the privacy
practices notice.54 The Privacy Rule does not prescribe any particular content
for the aclozowledgement. The provider must document the reason for any
failure to obtain the patunt's written acknowledgement. The provider is
relieved of the need to request acknowledgement in an emergency treatment
situation.

Access. Except in certain circumstances, individuals have the right to review and
atedobtain a cogy of their protected health information in a covered entity's des

record set. The "designated record set" is that group of records maintained by or
for a covered entity that is used, in whole or part, to make decisions about
individuals, or that is a provider's medical and billing records about individuals or a
health plan's enroltment, pa^ttent, claims adjudication, and case or medical
management record systems.s The Rule excepts from the right of access the
following protected health iuformation: psychotherapy notes, information compiled
for legal proceedings, laboratory results to which the Clinical Laboratory
Improvement Act (CIdA) prohibits access, or information held by certain research
laboratories. For information included within the right of access, covered entities
may deny an individual access in certain specified situations, such as when a health
care professional believes access could cause harm to the individual or another. In
such situations, the individual must be given the right to have such denials reviewed
by a licensed health care professional for a second opinion.57 Covered entities may
impose reasonable, cost-based fees for the cost of copying and postage.

Amendraent. The Rule gives individuals the right to have covered entities amend
their protected health inforrnation in a designated record set when that information is
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inaocurste or incomplete. If a covered entity accepts an amendment requeat, it must
make reasonable efforts to provide the amendment to persons that the individual has
identified as needing it, and to persons that the covered entity knows might rely on
the information to the individual's dettimeBt.9 If the request is denied, covered
entities tmist ptovide the individual with a written denial and allow the individual to
submit a statement of disagreement for inclusion in the record. The Rule specifies
processes for requesting and responding to a request for amendment A covered
entity tnust amend protected health information in its designated record act upon
receipt of notice to amend from another covered entity.

Disclosure Accouttting. Individuals have a right to an accounting of the disclosures
of their protected health information by a covered entity or the covered entity's
business associates.60 The maximum disclosure accounting period is the six years
imxaediately preceding the accounting reqitest, except a covered entity is not
obligated to account for any disclosure made before its Privacy Rule compliance date.

The Privacy Rule does not require accounting for disolosures: (a) for treatment,
payment, or health can operations; (b) to the individual or the individual's personal
representative; (c) for notification of or to persons involved In an individual's health
care or payment for health care, for disaster reliet or for facility directories; (d)
pursnant to an authorization; (e) of a limited data set; (f) for national security or
intelligence purposes; (g) to correctional institutions or law enforcement officials for
certain purposes regarding inmates or individuals in lawful custody; or (h) incident to
otherwise permitted or required uses or disclosures. Accounting for disclosures to
health oversight agencies and law enfotcement officials must be temporarily
suspended on their written representation that an accounting would likely impede
their activities.

Restriction Request. Individuals have the right to request that a covered entity
restrict use or disclosure of protected health information for treatiment, paytnent or
health care operations, disclosure to persons involved In the individual's health care
or payment for health care, or disclosure to nobfy family members or others about the
individual's geaeral condition, location, or death.61 A covered entity is under no
obligation to agree to requests for restrictions, A covered entity that does agree must
comply with the agreed restrictions, except for purposes of treating the individual in a
medical emergency.G

Confidential Communications Requirements. Health plans and covered health
care providers must permit individuals to request an alternative means or location for
receiving communications of protected health information by means other than those
that the covered entity typically employs.63 For example, an individnal may request
that the provider communicate with the individual through a designated address or
phone number. Similarly, an individual may request that the provider send
communications in a closed envelope rather than a post card.

Health plans must accommodate reasonable requests if the individual indicates that
the disclosure of all or part of the protected health information could endanger the
individual. The health plan may not question the individual's statement of
endangerment, Any covered entity may condition compliance with a confidential
communication request on the individual specifying an alternative address or method
of contact and explaining how any paytnent will be handled.
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Administrative
Requirements

HHS recognizes that covered entities range from the smallest provider to the lacgeat,
multi-state health plan. Therefore the flexibility and scalability of the Rule are
intended to allow covered entities to analyze their own needs and implement
solutions appropriate for their own environment What is appropriate for a particular
covered entity will depend on the nature ofthe covered entity's business, as well as
the covered entity's size and resources.

Privacy Policies and Procedures. A covered entity tmot develop and itriplement
written privacy policies and procedures that are consistent with the Privaey Rule.1'

Privacy Personnel. A covered entity must designate a privacy official responsible
for developing and implementing its privacy policies and procedures, and a contact
person or contact office responsible for receiving complaints and providing
individuals with information on the covered entity's privacy practices ^

Worltforce Training and Management. Workforce members include employees,
volunteers, trainees, and may also inelude other persons whose conduct is uader the
direct control of the entity (whether or not they are paid by the entity)," A covered
entity must train all workforce members on its privacy policies and procedures, as
necessary and appropriate for them to"carry out their fllnctions.87 A covered entity
must have and apply appropriate sanctions agaitsst workforce members who violate
its privacy policies and procedures or the Privacy Rule.'s

Mitigation. A covered entity must mitigate, to the extent practicable, any harmful
effect it learns was caused by use or disclosure of protected health information by its
worlocorce or its business associates In violation of its privacy policies and procedures
or the Privacy Rule.('

Data Safeguarda. A covered entity must maintain reasonable and appropriate
administrative, technical, and physical safeguards to prevent intentional or
unintentional use or disclosure of protected health information in violation of the
Privacy Rule and to limit its incidental use and disclosure pursuant to otherwise
permitted or required use or disclosure.90 For example, such safeguards might
include shredding documents containing protected health information before
discarding them, securing medical records with lock and key or pass code, and
limiting access to keys or pass codes. See ^C "Incident tJses and 1]isclosures"
^.

Complaiults. A covered entity must have procedures for individuals to complain
about its compliance with its privacy policies and procedures and the Privacy Rule.'1
The covered entity must explain those procedures in its privacy practices noti.ce'2

Among other things, the covered entity must identify to whom individuals can submit
complaints to at the covered entity and advise that complaints also can be submitted
to the Secretary of HHS.

person believes in.good faith violates the Privacy Rule. 3 A covered entity may not ]

Retaliation and Waiver. A covered entity may not retaliate against a person for
exercising rights provided by the Privacy Rule, for assisting in an investigation by
idHS or another appropriate authority, or for opposing an act or practice that the
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require an individual to waive any right under the Privacy Rule as a condition for
obtaining treatment, payment, and enrollmeitt or benefits eligibility.74

Documentation and Record Retention. A covered entity must maintain, tmtil six
years after the later of the date of their creation or Iast effective date, its privacy
policies and procedures, its privacy practices notices, disposition of complaints, and
other actions, activities, and designations that the Privacy Rule requires to be
docnnmented.TS

Fully-Insured Group Health Plan Exception. The only administrative obligations
with which a fu11y-insured group health plan that has no more than enrollment data
and summary health information is required to comply are the (1) ban on retaliatory
acts and waiver of individual rights, and (2) documentation requirements with respect
to plan documents if such documents are amended to provide for the disclosure of
protected health information to the ?lan sponsor by a health insurance issuer or HMO
that services the group health plan!

Organizational The RWe coatains provisions that address a variety of organizational issues that may

Options
affect the operation of the privacy protections.

Hybrid Entity. The Privacy Rule permits a covered entity that is a single legal entity
and that conducts both covered and non-covered functions to elect to be a "hybrid
entiry."" (The activities that make a person or organization a covered entity are its
"covered functions."78) To be a hybrid entity, the covered entity must designate in
writing its operations that perform covered functions as one or more "health care
components." After malang this designation, most of the requirements of the Privacy
Rule will apply only to the health care components. A covered entity that does not
make this designation is subject in its entirety to the Privacy Rule.

AtTiliated Covered Entity. Legally separate covered entities that are affiliated by
common ownership or control may designate themselves (including their health care
components) as a single covered entity for Privacy Rule compliance :" The
designation must be in writing. An affiliated covered entity that performs multiple
covered functions must operate its different covered functions in compliance with the
Privacy Rule provisions applicable to those covered functions.

Organized Health Care Arrangement. The Privacy Rule identifies relationships in
which participating covered entities share protected health information to manage and
benefit their common enterprise as "organized health care arrangements:r80 Covered,
entities in an organized health , care arrangement can sharo protected health
information with each other for the aaangement's joint health care operations."

Covered Entities With Multiple Covered Functions. A covered entity that
performs multiple covered functions must operate its different covered fiuictions in
compliance with the Privacy Rule provisions applicable to those covered functions.82
The covered entity may not use or disclose the protected. health information of an
individual who receives services from one covered funetion (e.g., health care
provider) for another covered function (e.g., health plan) if the individual is not
involved with the other function.
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Group Health Plan disdosures to Plan Sponsors. A group health plan and the
health insurer or HMO offered by the plan may disclose the following protected
health information to the "plan sponsor"--the eniployer, union, or other employee
organization that sponsors and maintains the group health plans':

v Enrollment or disenrollmcnt information with respect to the group health
plan or a health insurer or HMO offered by the plan.

• If requested by the plan sponsor, summary health information for the plan
sponsor to use to obtain premium bids for providing health insurance
coverage through the group health plan, or to tnoft amend, or terminate
the group health plan. "Summary health infbrmation' is information that
summarizes claims history, claims expenses, or types of claims expetience of
the individuals for whom the plan sponsor has provided health benefits
through the group health plan, and that is stripped of all individual identifiers
other than five digit zip code (though it need not qualify as de-identified
protected health information).

• Protected health information of the group health plan's enrollees for the plan
sponsor to perform plan administration functions. The plan must receive
certification from the plan sponsor that the group health plan document has
been amended to impose restrictions on the plan sponsor's use and disclosure
of the protected health information. These restrictions must include the
representation that the plan sponsor will not use or disclose the protected
health information for any employment-related action or decision or in
connection with any other benefit plan.

Other Personal Representatives. The Privacy Rule requires a covered entity to treat a

Provisions: "personat represerrtettve" the sam^e as.the individual, with respect to uses and
'disclosures of the individual s frotected health information, as well as the

Personal individual's iights under the Rule. 4 A personal representative is a person legally

presentativesRe a^orized to make health care decisions on an individual's behalf or to act for a
deceased individual or the estate. The Privacy Rule permits an exception when a

and Minors covered entity has a reasonable belief that the personal representative may be abusing
or neglecting the individual, or that treating the person as the personal representative
could otherwise endanger the iutdividuaL

Special case; Minars. In most cases, parents are the personal representatives for
their minor children. Therefore, in most cases, parents can exercise individual rights,
such as access to the medical record, on behalf of their minor children. In eartain
exceptional cases, the parent is not considered the personal representative. In these
situations, the Privacy Rule defers to State and other law to determine the rights of
parents to access and control the protected health information of their minor children.
If State and other law is silent concerning parental access to the minor's protected
health information, a covered entity has discretion to provide or deny a parent access
to the minor's health information, provided the decision is made by a licensed health
care professional in the exercise of professional judgment. See OCR "Personal
Re resenta ' es" Cruidence.
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State Law Preemption. In general, State laws that we contrary to the Privacy Rule are
preempted by the federal requirements, which means that the federal requirements
will apply.as "Contrary° means that it would be impossible for a covered entity to
comply with both the State and federal requirements, or that the provision of State
law is an obstacle to accomplishing the fiill purpwses and objectives of the
Administrative Simplification provisions of HIPAA. The Privacy Rule provides
exceptions to the geneial rule of federal preemption for contrary State laws that (1)
relate to the privacy of individually identif able health information and provide
greater privacy protections or privacy rights with respect to such infonnat{on, (2)
provide for the reporting of disease or injury, child abuse, birth, or death, or for
public health surveillance, investigation, or intervention, or (3) require certain health
plan reporting, such as for management or financial audits.

Exception Determination. In addition, ernption of a contrary State law Will not
occur if Hlits detetmines, in response to a m a tato or o en or
person, that tha tate lsw;

• Is necessary to prevent fraud and abuse related to the provision of or payment
for health eare,

• Is necessary to ensure appropriate State regulation of insurance and health
plans to the extent expressly authorized by statute or regulation,

• Is necessary for State reporting on health care delivery or costs,
• Is necessary for purposes of serving a cotnpellinginubli_c br.alth, safety, or

• we are ne and, if s Pnvacy Rule rovision is at iasue, if the Secretaty
deternunes that the tntrus on mto oriva_cv ^s wananted w en
the ne toe g • oL

• rHas as its principal purpose the regulafion of the manufaoture, registration,
distrtbution, dispensing, or other control of any controlled substances (as
def•iaed in 21 U.S.C. 802), or that is deemed a controlled substance by State
law.

Enforcement Complianee. Consistent with the principles for achieving compliance provided in

and'Penalties the Rule, HIiS will seek the cooperation of covered entities and may provide
" The Ruletechnical assistance to help them comply voluntarily with the Rule.

for provides processes for persons to file complaints with HHS, descn'bes the

Noncompliance responsibilities of covered entities to provide records and compliance reports and to
cooperate with, and permit access to information for, investigations and compliance
reviews.

Civil Money Penalties. HHS may impose civil money penalties on a covered entity
of $100 per failure to comply with a Privacy Rule reqniremezlt.n That panalty may
not exceed $25,000 per year for muldple, violations of the identical Privacy Rule
requirement in a calendar year. HHS may not impose a civil money penalty under
specific circumstances, such as when a violation is due to reasonable cause and did
not involve willful neglect and the covered entity corrected the violation within 30
days of when it knew or should have known of the violation.
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Criminal Penaltiee. A person who knowingly obtains or discloses individually
identifiable health information in violation of IiIPA.A faces a One of $50,000 and up
to one-year imprisonment.B9 The criminal penalties.increase to $100,000 and up to
five years imprisonment if the wrongful conduct involves faLse pretenses, and to
$250,000 and up to teu years imprisonment if the wrongN conduct involves the
intent to sell, transfet, or use individually identifiable health information for
commercial advantage, personal gain, or malieious harm. Criminal sanctions will be
enforced by the Department of Justice.

Compliance Compliance Schedule. All covered entities, except "small health plans," must be

DateS
compliant with the Privacy Rule by Apn'114, 2003. Small health plans, however,
have until April 14, 2004 to comply.

Small Health Plans. A health plan with annual receipts of not more than S5 miIlion
is a small health plan.01 Health plans that file certain federal tax returns and report
receipts on those retums should use the guidance provided by the Small Business
Administration at 13 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 121.104 to calculate annusl
receipts. Health plans that do not report receipts to the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS), for example, group health plans regulated by the Employee Retirement Income
Security Act 1974 (ERISA) that are exempt from filing income tax returns, should
use proxy measures to determine their annual receiptO
See What constitutes a small health olan?

Copies of the The entire Privacy Rule, as well as guidance and additional materials, may be found

Rule & Related
on our website, http://www.hhs.gov(ocr/hinaa.

Materials

OCR Privacy Rule Summary 18 Last Revised 05/03



End Notes

' Pub. L.104-191.

r 65 Fit 82462.

67FR53182.

' 45 C.F.R. §§ 160.102, 160.103.

Even if an entity, such as a community health center, does not meet the definition of a health
plan, it may, nonethelcss, meet the definition of a health care provider, and, if it transmits health
infiormation in electronic form in conneetion with the transactions for which the Secxetasy of HEIS
has adopted standards under HIPAA, may still be a covered entity.

° 45 C.F.R. §§ 160.102, 160.103; see Social Secmity Act § 1172(ax3), 42 U.S.C. § 1320d•1(a)(3).
The transaction standards are established by the HIPAA'lransactions Rule at 45 C.F.R. Part 162.

' 45 C.F.R. § 160.103.

8 45 C.F.R. § 164.500(b).

' 45 C.F.R § 160.103.

45 C.F.R. §§ 164.502(e),164.504(e).

45 C.F.R. § 164532

12 45 C.F.R. § 160.103.

" 45 C.F.R. § 160.103

14 45 C.F.R. §§ 164.502(d)(2), 164.514(a) and (b).

's The following Identifiers of the individual or of relatives, employers, or household membcrs of
the individual must be removed to achieve the "safe harbor" method of de-identifieation: (A)
Names; (S) All geographic subdivisions smaller than a State, including street address city,
county, precinct, zip code, and their equivalent geocodes, except for the initial tluee digits of a zip
code if, according to the cuaent publicly available data from the Bureau of Census (1) the
geographic units formed by combining all zip codes with the same three initial digits contains
more than 20,000 people; and (2) the initial three digits of a zip code for all such geographic units
containing 20,000 or fewer people is changed to 000; (C) All elements of dates (except year) for
dates directly related to the 9ndividuat, including birth date, admission date, discharge date, date of
death; and all ages over 89 and all elements of dates (including ycar) indicative of such age, except
that such ages and clements may be aggregated into a single category of age 90 or older, (b)
Telephone numbers; (E) Fax numbers; (F) Electronic mail addresses; (C3) Social security numbers;
(13) Medical record numbers; (1) Health plan beneficiary numbers; (3) Account numbers; (K)
Ceraficate/li.cense numbers; (1;) Vehicle identifiers and serial numbers, inclnding lieense plate
numbers; (M) Device identifiers and serial numbers; (N) Web Universal Resource Locators
(URLs); (0) Internet Protocol (IP) address numbers; (P) Biometric identifiers, including finger
and voice prints; (Q) Full face photographic images and any comparable images; and ® any other
unique identifying nwmber, characteristic, or code, except as permitted for re-identiScation
purposes provided certain conditions are met. In addition to the removal of the abovo-stated
identifiers, the covered entity may not have Actual knowledge that the remaining information could
be used alone or in combination with any other infonnation to identify an individual who is
subject of the information. 45 C.F.R. § 164.514(b).

1645 C.F.R § 164.502(a).

45 C.F.R. § 164.502(a)(2).
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18 45 C.F.R. § 164.502(aXl).

45 C.F.R. § 164.506(c).

t0 45 C.F.R § 164.501.

r^ 45 C.F.R. § 164.501.

2145 C.F.R. § 164.501.

2' 45 C.F.R. $ 164.S0R(a)(2)

2' 45 C.F.R § 164.506(b).

2'45 C.F'.R. § 164.510(a).

2° 45 C.FR § 164.510(b).

27 45 C.F.R. §§ 164.502(a)(l)(iii).

n See 45 C.F.R. § 164.512.

;' 45 C.F.R § 164.512(a).

30 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(b).

45 C.F.R. § 164.512(a), (c).

^ 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(d).

" 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(e).

34 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(1).

'S 45 C.F.R § 164.512(g).

36 45 C.F.R § 164.512(b).

$' The Privacy Rule deflnes research as, "a systematic imestigation, including research
development testing, and evaluation, designed to develop or contribute to generallzable
knowledge." 45 C.F.R § 164.501.

3=45 C.F.R. § 164.512(i).

39 45 CFR § 164.514(e).

40 45 C.F.R. 1164.5120).

4'45 C.F.R. § 164.512(k).

"45 C.F.R. § 164.512(1).

43 45 C.F.R. § 164.514(e). A limited data set is protected health information that excludes the
following direct identifiers of the Individual or of relatives, employers, or household aoembess of
the individual: (i) Names; (ii) Postal address information, other than town or city, State and zip
code; (lii) Telephone numbers; (iv) Fax munbers; (v) Elearonic mail addtesses: (vi) Social
security numbers; (vii) Medical record numbers; (viii) Health plan beneficiary mmAers; (ix)
Account numbers; (x) CertiSeatellicense numbers; (xi) Vehicle identiflers and serial numbers,
including license plate nusnbers; (xii) Device identifiers and serial numbers; (xiii) web Universal
Resource Locatots (URt.s); (xiv) Internet Protocol (IF) address munbers; (xv) Biometric
identifiers, including finger and_ voice prints; (xvi) Full face photographic irnagcs and any
coraparable images. 45 C.F.R. § 164.514(e)(2).

"45 C.F,R. § 164.508.

4S Acoveted entity may condition the provision of health care solely to generate protected bealth
information for disclosure to a third party on the individual giving authorization to disclose the
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infotination to the third party. For example, a covered entity physician may condition the
provision of a physieal examination to be paid for by a lifo insmance issuer on an individual's
authorization to disclose the results of that examination to the life insurance tssuer. A health plan
may condition enrollment or benefits eligibility on the individual giviog authorization, requested
before the individual's etttullment, to obtain protected health information (other than
psychotberapy notes) to determine the individual's eligibility or enrolln'ient or for underatrlting or
risk rating. A covered health care provider may condition treatment related to research
clinical trials) on the individual giving authorization to use or disclose the individual's protected
health information for the research. 45 C.F.R. 508(b)(4).

45 CFR § 164.532.

"Psychotherapy notes" means notes recorded (in any medium) by a health care provider who is
a mental health professional documenting or analyzing the contents of conversation during a
private counseling session or a group, Joint, or family counseling session and that an separated
from the rest of the of the indivldual's medical reeord. Psychotherapy notes excludes medication
prescription and monitoring, counseling session start and stop times, the modalities and
frequencies of treatment fnrnished, results of clinical tests, and any sunnmaty of the following
items: diagnosis, functional status, the treatment plan, syrnptoms, prognosis, and progcess to date.
45 C.P.R. § 164.501.

" 45 C.F.R. § 164508(a)(2).

45 C.F.R. §§ 164.501 and 164.508(a)(3).

so 45 C.F.R. §§ 164.502(b) and 164.514 (d).

51 45 C.F.R. §§ 164.520(a) and (b). A group health plan, or a heatth insurer or HMO with respect
to the group health plan, that intends to disclose protected health iafarmation (inehtding
enrollment data or summary health information) to the plan sponsor, must state that fact in the
notice. Special statements are also required in the notice if a covered entity intends to contact
individuals about health-related benefits or services, treatment alternatives, or appointment
reminders, or for the covered entity's own fimdr;ising.

32 45 C.F.R. § 164.520(c).

^ 45 C.F.R. § 164.520(d).

s4 45 C.F.R. § 164.520(c).

s^ 45 C.F.R. § 164.524.

sb 45 C.F.R. § 164.501.

57 A covered entity may deny an individual access, provided that the individual is given a right to
have such denials reviewed by a licensed health care professional (who is designated by the
covered entity and who did not participate in the original decision to deny), when a licensed health
care professional has detennined, in the excrcise of professional judgment, that: (a) the aeeess
requested is reasonably liYely to endanger the life or physical safety of the individual or another
person; (b) the protected health information makes rcference to another person (anless such other
person is a health care provider) and the access requested is reasonably likely to eause substantial
harm to such other person; or (c) the request for access is made by the individual's pasottal
representative and the provision of access to such personal representative is reasonably likely to
cause substantial harm to the individual or another person.

A covered entity may deny access to individuals, without providing the individual an opportunity
for review, in the following prot,oeted situations: (a) the protected health information fatls nnder
an exception to the right of access; (b) an inmate request for protected health information tinder
certain circumstances; (c) infiorrnation that a provider creates or obtains in the course of research
that includes treatment for which the individual has agreed not to have access as part of consenting
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to participate in the research (as long as access to the information is restored upon completion of
the research); (d) for records subject to the Privacy Act, infomation to which access may be
denied under the Privacy Act. 5 U.S.C. § 552a; and (e) information obtained under a promise of
confidentiality from a source other than a health care provider, if granting access would likely
reveal the source. 43 C.F.R. § 164324.

Sa 45 C.F.R § 164.526.

Covered entities may deny an individual's request for amendment only under specified
circumstances. A covered catity may deny the request if it (a) may exclude the information from
access by the individuali (b) did not create the infiiormation (unless the individual provides a
reasonable basis to believe the originator is no longer available); (c) deterrnines that the
infonmation is accurata and complete; or (d) does not hold the information in its designated record
set. 164.526(ax2).

60 45 C.F.R. § 164.528.

6145 C.F.R. § 164322(a).

62 45 C.F.R. § 164.522(a). In addition, a restriction agreed to by a covered entity is not effeedvc
under this subpart to prevent uses or disclosures permitted or required under §§ 16d.502(a)(2)(ii),
164.510(a) or 164.512.

45 C.F.R. § 164.522(b).

45 C.F.R. § 164.530(i).

45 C.F.R. § 164.530(a).

^ 45 C.F.R. §160.103.

67 45 C.F.R. § 164.530(b).

" 45 C.F.R. § 164.530(e).

69 45 C.F.R. § 164.530(f).

70 45 C.F.R § 164.530(c).

7' 45 C.F.R. § 164.530(d).

n 45 C.F.R. § 164.520(b)(l Xvi).

73 45 C.F.R. § 164.530(g).

74 45 C.R..F§ 164.530(b).

75 45 C.F.R. § 164.530(i).

76 45 C.P.R. § 164.530(k).

n 45 C.F.R. §§ 164.103,164.105.

7e 45 C.F.R § 164.103.

79 45 C.F.R §164.105. Common ownership exists If an entity possesses an ownership or equity
interest of five pereent or more In another entity; common control exists if an entity has the direct
or indirect powcr significantly to inflaenee or direct the actions or policies of another entity. 45
C.F.R §§ 164,103.

'0 The Privacy Rule at 45 C.F.R. § 160.103 identifies five types of organized health care
arrangements:

• A clinically-integated setting where individuals typically receive health cara from more
than one provider.

• An organS2e.d system ofhealth care in which the participating covered entities hold
themselves out to the publio as part of a joint arrangement and jointly engage in
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utilization review, quality assessment and improvement activities, or risk-sharing
payment activi4es.

• A group health plan end the health insurer or F3MO that insures the plan's benefits, with
respect to protected health ittformation created or r+eceived by tAe insnrer or HMO that
relates to individuals who are or have been participants or beneficiaries ofthe group
health plan.

• All group health plans maintained by the same plan sponsor.
• All group health plans maintained by the same plan sponeor and all health iassaece and

HIrtOs that insure the plans' benefits, with respeet to protected health information croated
or received by the Insurers or HMOs that relates to individuals who an or have been
participants or beneficieries in the group health plans.

4S C.F.R. § 164.506(c)(5).

^ 45 C.F.R. § 164.504(g).

"s 45 C.P.R. § 164.504(f).

94 45 C.F.R § 164.502(g).

es 45 C.F.R §160.203.

45 C.F.R § 160.202.

s' 45 C.P.R.§ 160.304

"s pub. L 104-191; 42 U.S.C. § 1320d-5.

89 Pub. L 104-191; 42 U.S.C. § 1320d-6.

°0 45 C.F.R. § 164.534.

9145 C.F.R. § 160.103.

97 fl►ily insured health plans should use the amount of total premiums that they paid for health
inmamnce benefits during the plan's last fnll 5sca1 year. Self-iagurad plans, both fimded and
unfunded, should use the total amount paid for health care claims by the employer, plan sponsor or
benefit fund, as applicable to their circunstances, on behalf of the plan during the plan's last full
fiscal year. Those plans that provide health benefits through a mix of purchased insurance and
self-insurance should combine proxy measures to detertnine their total annual receipts.
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The Supreme. Court ofTexas
CHIEF JUSTICE

THOMAS R. PHILLIPS

JUSTICES
NATHAN L. HECHT
CRAIG T. ENOCH
PRISCILLA R. OWEN
HARRIET O'NEILL
WALLACE B. JEFFERSON
MICHAEL H. SCHNEIDER
STEVEN WAYNE SMITH
DALE WAINWRIGHT

Mr. Charles L. Babcock, Chairman
Supreme Court Advisory Committee
Jackson Walker
901 Main Street, Suite 6000.
Dallas TX 75202-3797

Dear Chip:

June 16, 2003

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
WILLIAM L. WILLIS

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
NADINE SCHNEIDER

As you know, the Seventy-Eighth Legislature has delegated to the Supreme Court the responsibility for
drafting rules to implement House Bill 4. Three major assignments are:

MDL rules: to adopt rules of practice and procedure for the judicial panel on multidistrict litigation created
by chapter 74, subchapter H of the Government Code (HB 4, § 3.02);

Offer-of-settlement rules: to promulgate rules implementing chapter 42 of the Civil Practice and Remedies
Code providing for offers of settlement (HB 4, § 2.01); and

Class action rules: to adopt rules to provide for the fair and efficient resolution of class actions, including
rules that comply with the mandatory guidelines of chapter 26 of the Civil Practice and Remedies Code
(HB 4, § 1.01).

HB 4 also directs that Rule 407(a) of the Texas Rules of Evidence be amended to conform to Rule 407 of the
Federal Rules of Evidence (HB 4, § 5.03). In addition, other rules changes may be necessary or appropriate because
of the enactment of HB 4 and other statutes thissession. Chris Griesel, the Court's Rules Attorney, has compiled
the attached list of possible changes, which you will see is quite lengthy. This is only a preliminary list.

The Supreme Court is of the view that the Legislature's delegation of rule-making responsibility to the
Supreme Court to effectuate the Legislature's policy choices is in the best interests of the administration ofjustice
and of the people of Texas. The Legislature's actions this year reconfirm the statement of the Forty-Sixth
Legislature that "it is essential to place the rule-making power in civil actions in the Supreme Court, whose
knowledge, experience, and intimate contact with the problems of judicial administration render that Court
particularly qualified to mitigate and cure these evils [of unnecessary delay and expense to litigants]." Act of

CLERK
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Mr. Charles L. Babcock, Chairman June 16, 2003

May 12, 1939, 46th Leg., R.S., ch. 25, 1939 Tex. Gen. Laws 201, 202 (enacting what is now Tex. Gov't Code
§ 22.004). The Supreme Court gladly accepts this responsibility and intends to comply fully with the Legislature's
directives.

The Court relies heavily on the counsel of its Advisory Committee, as it has for sixty-four years. The
members of the Committee should consider the Legislature's faith in the rule-making process a credit to their
wisdom and experience and to the value of their work. I and my colleagues look forward to working with you on
these new assignments.

The amendment to Rule 407(a) of the Texas Rules of Evidence is to be made "[a]s soon as practicable" after
HB 4's effective date, September 1, 2003 (HB 4, § 5.03). The MDL rules also apply beginning that date. The class
action rules are to be "adopted on or before December 31, 2003", and the offer-of-settlement rules `^nust be in effect
on January 1, 2004." The Supreme Court is tentatively of the view that the deadlines specified in HB 4 take
precedence over the requirements for publication and comment contained in sections 22.004 and 74.024 of the
Government Code but that those requirements should be followed where possible. Therefore, the Court has adopted
the following schedule:

The Court will next meet to consider the Committee's recommendations and any other matters pertaining to
rules changes the week of August 25, 2003.

Effective September 1, 2003, the Court will amend Rule 407(a) of the Texas Rules of Evidence and adopt
MDL rules, both to be disseminated to the bench and bar as widely as possible and published in the October
issue of the Texas Bar Journal for formal comment. The changes may be revised following comments.

The Court will also publish in the October issue of the Texas Bar Journal for comment an offer-of-
settlement rule and a revised class action rule to comply with HB 4's mandatory guidelines, both rules to
take effect January 1, 2004.

In the October issue of the Texas Bar Journal, or as.soon thereafter as possible, the Court will publish for
comment any further changes in the class action rule, any rules changes adopted in accordance with pending
recommendations by the Advisory Committee, and any rules changes to be made regarding ad litem fees and
referral fees, as recommended by the Jamail Committee.

The Court believes that this schedule will comply with the mandates of HB 4, permit as much comment as possible,
allow for reaction to that comment, complete related pending work before the Committee, and complete action on
Committee recommendations already made. Other proposals before the Committee, and other changes that maybe
necessary or appropriate due to recent legislation, should be deferred until the proposed schedule has been
completed.

I fully realize that this is an enormous amount of work for the Committee, but I believe the Committee is
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Mr. Charles L. Babcock, Chairman June 16, 2003

entirely capable of assisting the Court in discharging its responsibility.

The following issues are of interest to the Court:

Rule 407(a), Texas Rules of Evidence: What impediments are there to simply conforming the language to
Rule 407 of the Federal Rules of Evidence?

MDL rules: How should the judicial panel function? Where should it meet? When must issues be decided
by a hearing before the panel and when by submission? May the panel confer and decide issues by

telephone, by letter, or by email? Where will records be kept? Should policies for decision be stated in the
rules or left entirely for the panel to set? Assuming that policies should be thoroughly stated in the rules,

what should those policies be?

Offer-of-settlement rule: Can the work already done by the Committee on this rule be modified to comply

with the requirements of HB 4? What additional parameters should be included consistent with those

requirements?

Class action rule: In addition to changes required by HB 4's mandatory guidelines, should the rule require
opt-in classes for certain claims? Assuming that it should, what should those claims be?

As always, Chip, the Supreme Court extends to you and all of the members of the Committee its deepest
gratitude.

Sincerely,

Nathan L. Hecht
Justice

c: The Chief Justice and Justices of the Supreme Court of Texas
The Members of the Supreme Court Advisory Committee
The Members of the Jamail Committee
The Hon. Bill Ratliff
The Hon. Joe Nixon
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Mr. Charles L. Babcock, Chaixman

SUMMARY OF RULES CHANGES TO EXAMINE

June 16, 2003

BILL (section or NATURE OF LEGISLATIVE CHANGE RULES TO EXAMINE

article affected)

HB 4

Sec 1.01 By 12/31/03, the "Supreme Court shall adopt rules to TRCP 42. Consider the
provide for fair and efficient resolution of class actions". Committee's previous work on
Bill lays out some guidelines for class fee recovery the subject, including review

of previous Jamail committee
drafts, and make suggestions

Sec. 1.02 Amends cases that are appealable by interlocutory Review TRAP rules, including

appeal to the Supreme Court and defines "conflicts Rule 53.2

jurisdiction"

Sec. 1.03 Amends list of cases that may be brought by Review TRAP rules, including
interlocutory appeal; Allows certain classes of cases to comment to TRAP 29 and

be stayed pending appellate resolution; defines Rule 53.2

"conflicts jurisdiction"

Sec. 1.05 The effective date of this bill is 9/01/03 and appeals to Does the Court need to take

all appeals filed after that date any "emergency" rules action
before 9/01/03 ?

Sec. 2.01 By 12/31/03, the "Supreme Court shall promulgate rules Compare the committee's

implementing" the offer of settlement provisions of HB existing work to the guidelines
4. The bill lays out more extensive guidelines for of HB 4 and make any
provisions of the rules but leaves the court with a additional suggestions

number of issues to resolve.

Sec. 3.01 The Supreme Court may adopt " rules relating to the Determine changes needed to
transfer of related cases for consolidated or coordinated TRCP or Rules of Judicial
pretrial proceeding" (A similar, slightly narrower, grant Administration. Consider the

of authority was also given the Court by HB 3386) operation of existing RJA 11
and federal MDL rules

The Legislature created a "judicial panel on
multidistrict litigation". The Chief Justice will appoint 5
active court of appeals or administrative judges to the
panel. The rules must allow the panel to transfer related
civil actions for consolidated or coordinated pretrial

V
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Mr. Charles L. Babcock, Chairman June 16, 2003

proceedings; allow for transfers and remands of actions;
and provide for appellate relief of the panel's orders.

Sec. 3.03 Plaintiffs added by joinder are required to independently Determine if joinder rules
meet venue provisions or face mandatory transfer to TRCP 39 et.seq, require
county of proper venue or face dismissal amendment. Determine if

interlocutory appeal provision,
including stay provision,
requires TRAP change or
comment.

Sec. 4.01 et seq. Changes made to proportionate responsibility Determine if these changes
submission and designation of responsible parties. require amendment to TRCP,
Changes in some cases the method of reducing damages including rules affecting
from dollar amount to percentage amount - submission of charge

Sec. 4.12 Requires amendment of TRCP Rule 194.2, as soon as TRCP Rule 194.2
practicable, to include disclosure of responsible third
parties

Sec. 5.01 et seq. Makes changes to liability of defendants in certain Determine if these changes
products cases require amendment to TRCP

Sec. 5.03 Requires Supreme Court to amend TRE Rule 407(a) to TRE Rule 407(a)

conform with FRE Rule 407

Sec. 7.01 et seq. Creates statutory changes to amount of appeals bonds. Determine changes needed to
Applies to any judgment filed after 9/01/03 TRAP, including TRAP 24.

Does the Court need to take
any "emergency" rules action
before 9/01/03 ?

Sec. 8.01 HB 4 repeals evidentiary bar on seat belt non-use. Determine if this bar is
mentioned in TRCP or TRE
and suggest appropriate
changes

Sec. 10.01 et Revision of methods for notice, evidence, and procedure HB 4 creates an new system of
seq. of medical liability and medical malpractice actions notice and pleadings,

submission of expert reports,
and discovery for health care
liabili claims.
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Mr. Charles L. Babcock, Chairman June 16, 2003

Determine what actions to take
to modify existing TRCP,
TRE, and TRAP rules relating
to pleading and discovery
rules to, at the minimum, place
bench and bar on notice of the
conflicting health care liability
provisions.

Consider the adoption of
Section 74.002, Civil Practice
and Remedies Code in Section
10.01 relating to conflicts
between court rules and the
statute. Also consider a
method to advise bench and
bar that "local rules" may not
conflict with the statutory
changes

Change all 4590i references to
Chapter 74, Civil Practice and
Remedies Code.

Sec 13.03 Statutory change requiring exemplary damage jury Determine changes needed to
verdict be unanimous and a jury charge must contain a TRCP, including TRCP 292.
instruction.alerting the jury to that fact Does the Court need to take

any "emergency" rules action
before 9/01/03 ?

Sec. 23.02 Various portions of HB 4 become effective on various Does the Court need to take
dates and apply to differing classes of cases any immediate action or make

"emergency" rules action on
any of the changes to the court
rules?

ALL Alert the court to any. other
rules changes required by HB
4

Page 6



Mr. Charles L. Babcock, Chairman June 16, 2003

Family Code
Issues

HB 821 This bill allows notice of an associate judge's report , Determine if these changes
Sec. l including proposed order, to be given by fax and creates require amendment to TRCP

a rebuttable presumption of receipt.

Creates new method of service by publication and new
HB 518 method for calculating the date notice is given
Sec. 1

Alters scope and duties of guardian ad litems and
attorney ad litems in suits affecting parent child

HB 1815 relationship
(all)

The date an agreed order or a default order is signed by
an associate family law judge is the controlling date for

HB 883 the purpose of an appeal to, or a request for other relief
(all) relating to the order from, a court of appeals or the

supreme court.

Other Changes

HB 3306 Objections to a visiting judge must be filed not later Determine if these changes
than the seventh day after the date the party receives require amendment to TRCP
actual notice of the assignment or before the date the or RJA
case is submitted to the court, whichever date occurs
earlier. Notice of an assignment may be given and an
objection to an assignment may be filed by electronic
mail.

HB 3386 Allows the Supreme Court to adopt Rules of Judicial
Administration to allow for the conducting of
proceedings under Rule 11, Rules of Judicial
Administration, by a district court outside the county in
which the case is pending.

SB 352 A judge commits an offense if the judge solicits or Determine if this prohibition

Page 7
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accepts a gift or a referral fee in exchange for referring needs to be included within
any kind of legal business to an attorney or law firm. recusal rule before court or is
This does not prohibit a judge from soliciting funds for already covered
appropriate campaign or officeholder expenses as
permitted by Canon 4D, Code of Judicial Conduct or
from accepting a gift in accordance with the provisions
of Canon 4D, Code of Judicial Conduct.

SB 1601 Before entering an order approving settlement or Determine if a change to
judgment, the court shall require all defendants to report TRCP, including Rule 42 is
to the court by a certain date the total amount of all appropriate.
funds paid to the class members. After the report is
received, the court may amend the settlement or
judgment to direct each defendant to pay the sum of any
unpaid funds to the clerk of the court. The unpaid funds
will be placed in a trust fund and may be spent only to
programs approved by the supreme court that provide
civil legal services to the indigent.

Page 8



MEMORANDUM

To: Supreme Court Advisory Committee

From: William V. Dorsaneo, III

Date: August 11, 2004

Re: Appellate Rule Changes

At our last meeting, the Appellate Rules Subcommittee was requested to
consider the following matters:

1. Adoption of an Appellate Rule to implement the interim appeal provisions
of Civil Practice and Remedies Code Section 51.014 (d)-(f). In 2001, the 77"
Texas Legislature adopted for Section 51.014 authorizing courts of appeals to
"permit" an immediate interlocutory appeals of non-final orders (not otherwise
irrimediately appealable) if a "district court" issues a written order for such an
interlocutory appeal and the parties agree to the order. C.P.R.C. § 51.014 (d)-(f);
see Watson v. Moray, 133 S.W.3d 877 (Tex.App.-Dallas 2004, no pet. n.)
(dismissing appeal for want of jurisdiction because subsection (d)'s requirements
not met); See also Stolte v. County of Guadalupe, S.W.3d , 2004
Tex.App. LEXIS 4685 (Tex. App. - San Antonio 2004, no pet, h.); In re D.B., 80
S.W.3d 698, 701 (Tex.App.-Dallas 2002, no pet.).

Section 51.014 (d)-(f) has no counterpart in the Texas Rules of Appellate
Procedure showing how the court of appeals' permission should be requested.

A federal statute has long provided for a somewhat similar appeal of an
interlocutory decision. See 28 U.S.C. § 1292 (b). In addition, Federal Appellate



Rule 5 prescribes a general rule for seeking permission to appeal from a federal
court of appeals. When federal appellate review is discretionary. The Committee
Note to the 1998 Amendment of Rule 5 provides that "[t]his new Rule 5 is
intended to govern all discretionary appeals from district court orders, judgments,
or decrees." A copy of Federal Appellate Rule 5 is attached for your
consideration.

The Appellate Rules Subcommittee recommends adoption of a new Rule
26.2 implementing Civil Practice and Remedies Code Section 51.014 (d)-(f). A
draft proposal of the proposed rule is attached as Attachment A.

2. Revision of Appellate Rules dealing with accelerated and expedited appeals
provided for by statute, particularly in cases involving termination ofparental
rights. Appellate Rules 26 (Time to Perfect Appeal) 28 (Accelerated Appeals in
Civil Cases) and 29 (Orders Pending Interlocutory Appeal in Civil Cases) all deal
with so-called "accelerated" appeals, which are intended to proceed through the
appellate process on a faster track than ordinary appeals, particularly ordinary
appeals that operate under the extended-90 day perfection timetable that applies to
most ordinary appeals.

At present, because of legislative enactments not referenced in the appellate
rules which also provide for expedited appellate activity, the foregoing appellate
rules create a trap for appellate counsel that requires attention. For example,
Family Code Section 109.002(a) provides that:

"An appeal in a suit in which termination of the parent-
child relationship is in issue shall be given precedence over
other civil cases and shall be accelerated by the appellate
courts. The procedures for an accelerated appeal under the
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure apply to an appeal in which the
termination of the parent-child relationship is in issue."

In addition, Family Code Section 263.405 provides that "[a]n appeal of a
final order rendered under [subchapter E(Final Order for Child Under Department
Care) of Chapter 263 (Review of Placement of Children Under Care of Department
of Protective and Regulatory Services)] is governed by the rules of the supreme
court for accelerated appeals in civil cases and the procedures provided by this



section." Fam. C. § 263.405. Family Code Chapter 263 applies to cases in which
termination of the parent-child relationship is sought by the Department of
Protective and Regulatory Services. See In re J.A.G., 92 S.W.3d 537, 539-540
(TexApp.-Amari11o2002, no pet) - appeal dismissed because notice of appeal was
not filed within 20 days after termination order was signed; In re T. W., 89 S.W.3d
641, 641-642 (Tex.App.-Amarillo 2002, no pet.) - same; see also In re A.J.K, 116
S.W. 3d 165, 167-173 (Tex. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 2003, no pet. h.) -
accelerated appeal rules apply to cases brought by DPRS even if DPRS abandons
request for termination. It also applies to cases in which the Department of
Protective and Regulatory Services is appointed as a managing conservator without
termination of parental rights Fam. C. § 263.404.

The subcommittee recommends that Appellate Rule 28 should be
amended to reflect that in such cases, accelerated appeal procedures and
other special statutory requirements must be satisfied. A copy of the
proposed amendment is attached and included in Attachment B.

3. Additional Amendment to Appellate Rule 29. The original version of
Appellate Rule 29.5 provided that during the pendency of "an appeal from an
interlocutory order" a "trial court retains jurisdiction" and "may proceed with a
trial on the merits." See former App. R. 29.5. As amended in 2002 to conform to
the 2001 version of Civil Practice and Remedies Code § 51.014 (b), the words "if
permitted by law" were added because the 2001 statute provided: "An
interlocutory appeal under Subsection (a), other than an appeal under Subsection
(a)(4), shall have the effect of staying commencement of a trial in the trial court
pending resolution of the appeal." Id. But in 2003, Section 51.014 (b) was
amended further to provide that accelerated appeals of interlocutory orders under
(a)(3), (a)(5) and (a)(8) stay "all other proceeding in the trial court pending
resolution of that appeal." As a result, the subcommittee recommends that
Appellate Rule 29 be amended again to conform to the 2003 amendments to
Section 51.014 (b). A copy of the proposed amendment is attached and included in
Attachment B.

4. Consideration of Chief Justice Radack's suggestions for certificates of
service and certificates of conference on rehearing motions.



Attachment A

MEMORANDUM

To: Appellate Rules Subcommittee, Supreme Court Advisory
Committee

From: William V. Dorsaneo, III

Date: August 9, 2004 (Revised August 10, 2004)

Re: Appellate Rules Changes

As promised here is a draft of an Appellate Rule designed to
implement the interim appeal provisions of Civil Practice and Remedies
Code.Section 51.01.4 (d)-(f). Additional draft rule changes will be sent by
separate emails.

1. Proposed Changes to Rule 25. Change 25.1 (Civil Cases) to (Civil
Cases-Appeal As of Right) and add the following language at the end of the
first sentence "within the time allowed by Rule 26". See Fed. R. App. P. 3
(Appeal As of Right-How Taken) and Former Tex. R. App.P. 40 (Ordinary
Appeal-How Perfected).

2. Add a new 25.2 (Civil Cases-Appeal By Permission).

3. Change 25.2 (Criminal Cases) to 25.3

4. Rule 25. Perfecting Appeal

25.1 Civil Cases - Appeal as of Right

a. Notice ofAppeal. An appeal is perfected when a written notice,
of appeal is filed with the trial court clerk within the time
allowed by Rule 26. If a notice of appeal etc.



b. Petition for Permission to Appeal. To request permission to
appeal an interlocutory order that is not otherwise appealable as
of right, a party must file a petition for permission to appeal not
later than the 10`'' day after the date a district court signs a
written order granting permission to appeal.

c. Contents of Petition. The petition must:

(1) identify the trial court and state the case's trial court
number and style;

(2) give a complete list of all parties to the order complained
of and the names and addresses of all trial and appellate
counsel;

(3) identify the order granting permission to appeal by
stating the date of the order and attaching to the petition a
copy of the order stating the district court's permission to
appeal or stating that the statutory conditions are met;

(4) identify the interlocutory order complained of by the
appellant by stating the date of the order and attaching a
copy of the order to the petition;

(5) state that all parties agree to the order granting
permission to appeal;

(6) state the court of appeals to which the appeal is taken
unless the appeal is to either the First or Fourteenth Court
of Appeals, in which case the petition must state that the
petition is addressed to either of those courts; and

(7) state concisely the issues or points presented, the facts
necessary to understand the issues or points presented,
the reasons why the appeal is authorized and should be
allowed and the relief sought.

d. Other papers. If any party timely files a petition, another party
may file a response or another petition not later than 7 days
after the initial petition is served.

2



e. Length ofPetitions. Except by the court's permission, a
petition must not exceed 5 pages, exclusive of pages containing
the identity of parties and counsel, any table of contents, any
index of authorities, the issues presented, the signature and
proof of service and the accompanying documents required to
be attached to the petition.

f. m Grant ofPetition; Fees; Filing the Record.

(1) Within 10 days after the entry of the order granting
permission to appeal, the appellant must:

(a) request in writing that the official reporter prepare
the reporter's record;

(b) notify the trial courtclerk that permission to appeal
has been granted and file any written designation
specifying items to be included in the clerk's
record; and

(c) pay any required fees.

(2) A notice of appeal need not be filed. The date when the
order granting permission to appeal is entered serves as
the date of the notice of appeal for calculating time under
these rules.

(3) The appellate record must be filed within 10 days after
entry of the order granting permission to appeal.

COMMENT: This new Rule 25.2 is intended to govern discretionary
appeals from trial court orders pursuant to Civil Practice and Remedies Code
Section 51.014 (d)-(f).

3



MEMORANDUM

To: Supreme Court Advisory Committee

From: William V. Dorsaneo, III

Date: August 11, 2004

Re: Additional Alternatives

Alternative (7)

State concisely the issues of points presented, the facts necessary to
understand the issues or points presented, the reasons why the order
complained of involves a controlling questions of law as to which there is
substantial ground for difference of opinion, why an immediate appeal may
materially advance the ultimate termination of the litigation, and the relief
sought.

Consider adding

(c) Extension of Time. The appellate court may extend the time to file
the petition for permission to appeal if, within 15 days after the
deadline for filing the petition, the party:

(a) files in the trial court the petition for permission to appeal; and

(b) files in the appellate court a motion complying with Rule 10.5(b).

Change (c) to (d) etc.



Attachment B

MEMORANDUM

To: Appellate Rules Subcommittee, Supreme Court Advisory
Committee

From: William V. Dorsaneo, III

Date: August 9, 2004 (Revised August 10, 2004)

Re: Appellate Rules Changes

Here are my suggested revisions for Rules 12, 26, 28, and 29.

Rule 12. Duties of Appellate Clerk

Rule 12.1 Docketing the Case.

On receiving a copy of the notice of appeal, the petition for
permission to appeal, the petition for review, the petition for discretionary
proceeding, or a certified question, the appellate clerk must:

(a) . . .
(b) ...
(c) docket for case

Etc.

Rule 26. Time to Perfect Appeal.

26.1 Civil Cases. The notice of appeal must be filed within 30 days
after the judgment is signed, except as follows:

(a)

I



(d) in appeals with procedural requirements prescribed by specific
statutes, within the time provided by statute.

COMMENT to the 2004 Change: The Texas Legislature has enacted
specific statutes providing expedited appellate timetables in certain cases.
See e.g. Health & Safety C. § 81.191 - appeals from orders for management
of persons with communicable diseases, notice of appeal must be filed
within 10 days; Health & Safety C. § 574.070 - appeals from orders
requiring mental health services, notice of appeal must be filed within 10
days. This change is to advise parties and their counsel to consult pertinent
statutes which provide specific procedural requirements.

Rule 28. Accelerated Appeals in Civil Cases.

28.1 Interlocutory Orders. ...

28.2 Quo Warranto.

28.3 Termination of Parental Rights.

An appeal in a suit in which termination of parent-child
relationship is in issue must be given precedence over other civil cases and
the procedures for an accelerated appeal apply to any appeal in which
termination of the parent-child relationship is in issue. An appeal from a
final order appointing the Department of Protective and Regulatory Services
as managing conservator without terminating parental rights is also governed
by the rules for accelerated appeals in civil cases.

COMMENTS to 2004 change: New Rule 28.3 has been added to advise
parties and their counsel that appeals from final judgments granting or
denying termination of parental rights are accelerated appeals governed by
the rules for accelerated appeals and by additional procedures provided by
statute. See Fam. C. § 109.002; see also Fam. C. §§ 263.404; 263.405.

Rule 29.5 Further Proceedings in Trial Court. While appeal from an
interlocutory order is pending, the trial court retains jurisdiction of the case
and unless prohibited by statute may make further orders, including one
dissolving the order complained of on appeal. Ifpermitted by law, the trial
court may proceed with a trial on the merits. But the court ...

2



COMMENT to 2004 change: Rule 29.5 is amended to conform to Sections
51.014 (b) and (c) of the Civil Practice and Remedies Code which provide
complex procedures for staying proceedings in cases governed by Section
51.014 (a).
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Rule 5 FEDERAL RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE q 225

party was entitled to notice of the entry of judgment and did not receive it "from the clerk or any party
within 21; days of its entry." The Advisory Committee makes a substantive change. The finding must be
that the movant did not receive notice "from the district court or any party within 21 days after entry."
This change broadens the type of notice that can preclude reopening the time for appeal. The existing rule
provides that only notice from a party or from the clerk bars reopening. The new language precludes
reopening if the movant has received notice from "the court."

Subdivision (c). Substantive amendments are made in this subdivision. The current rule provide's that
if an inmate confined in an institution fiies a notice of appeal by depositing it in the institution's internal
mail system, the notice is timely filed if deposited on or before the last day for filing. Some institutions
have special internal mail systems for handling legal mail; such systems often record the date of deposit
of mail by an inmate, the date of delivery of mail to an inmate, etc. The Advisory Committee amends
the rule to require an inmate to use the system designed for legal mail, if there is one, in order to receive
the benefit of this subdivision.

When an inmate uses the filing method authorized by subdivision (c), the current rule provides that
the time for other parties to appeal begins to run from the date the district court "receives" the inmate's
notice of appeal. The rule is amended so that the time for other parties begins to run when the district
court "dockets" the inmate's appeal. A court may "receive" a paper when its mail is delivered to it even
if the mail is not processed for a day or two, making the date of receipt uncertain. "Docketing" is an easily
identified event. The change eliminates uncertainty. Paragraph (c)(3) is further amended to make it clear
that the time for the government to file its appeal runs from the later of the entry of the judgment or order
appealed from or the district court's docketing of a defendant's notice filed under this paragraph (c).

Rule 5. Appeal by Permission.

(a) Petition for Permission to Appeal.

(1) To request permission to appeal when an appeal is within the court of
appeals' discretion, a party must file a petition for permission to appeal. The

petition must be filed with the circuit clerk with proof of service on all other parties

to the district-court action.

(2) The petition must be filed within the time specified by the statute or rule
authorizing the appeal or,. if no such time is specified, within the time provided
by Rule 4(a) for filing a notice of appeal.

(3) If a party cannot petition for appeal unless the district court first enters
an order granting permission to do so or stating that the necessary conditions are
met, the district court may amend its order, either on its own or in response to
a party's motion, to include the required permission or statement. In that event,
the time to petition runs from entry of the amended order.

(b) Contents of the Petition; Answer or Cross-Petition; Oral Argument.

(1) The petition must include the following:

(A) the facts necessary to understand the question presented;

(B) the question itself;

(C) the relief sought;

(D) the reasons why the appeal should be allowed and is authorized by a
statute or rule; and

(E) an attached copy of:
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(i) the order, decree, or judgment complained of and any related
opinion or memorandum, and

(ii) any order stating the district court's permission to appeal or finding
that the necessary conditions are met.

(2) A party may file an answer in opposition or a cross-petition within 7 days
after the petition is served.

(3) The petition and answer will be submitted without oral argument unless.
the court of appeals orders otherwise.

(c) Form of Papers; Number of ' Copies. All papers must conform to Rule
32(c)(2). Except by the court's permission, a paper must not exceed 20 pages, exclusive
of the disclosure statement, the proof of service, and the accompanying documents
required by Rule 5(b)(1)(E). An original and 3 copies must be filed unless the court
requires a different number by local rule or by order in a particular case.

(d) Grant of Permission; Fees; Cost Bond; Filing the Record.

(1) Within 10 days after the entry of the order granting permission to appeal,
the appellant must:

(A) pay the district clerk all reqtiired fees; and

(B) file a cost bond if required under Rule 7.

(2) A notice of appeal need not be filed. The date when the order granting
permission to appeal is entered serves as the date of the notice of appeal for
calculating time under these rules.

(3) The district clerk must notify the circuit clerk once the petitioner has paid

the fees. Upon receiving this notice, the circuit clerk must enter the appeal on
the docket. The record must be forwarded and filed in accordance with Rules

11 and 12(c). [Adopted Dec. 4, 1967, effective July 1, 1968; amended Apr. 30,

1979, effective Aug. 1, 1979; Apr. 29, 1994, effective Dec. 1, 1994; Apr. 24, 1998,

effective Dec. 1, 1998; Apr. 29, 2002, effective Dec. 1, 2002.]

Committee Note to 2002 Amendment of Rule 5

Subdivi'sion (c). A petition for permission to appeal, a crosspetition for permission to appeal, and an
answer to a petition or crosspetition for permission to appeal are all "other papers" for purposes of Rule
32(c)(2), and all of the requirements of Rule 32(a) apply to those papers, except as provided in Rule 32(c)(2).
During the 1998 restyling of the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure, Rule 5(c) was inadvertently changed
to suggest that only the requirements of Rule 32(a)(1) apply to such papers. Rule 5(c) has been amended
to correct that error. '

Rule 5(c) has been further amended to limit the length of papers filed under Rule 5.

Committee Note to 1998 Amendment of Rule 5

In 1992 Congress added subsection (e) to 28 U.S.C. § 1292. Subsection (e) says that the Supreme Court
has power to prescribe rules that "provide for an appeal of an interlocutory decision to the courts of appeals
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that is not otherwise provided for" in section 1292. The amendment of Rule 5 was prompted by the possibility
of new rules 'authorizing additional interlocutory appeals. Rather than add a separate rule governing each
such appeal, the Committee believes it is preferable to amend Rule 5 so that it will goverri all such appeals.

In addition the Federal Courts Improvement Act of 1996, Pub. L. 104-317, abolished appeals by
permission under 28 U.S.C. § 636(c)(5), making Rule 5.1 obsolete.

This new Rule 5 is intended to govern all disccetionary appeals from district-court orders, judgments,
or decrees. At this time that includes interlocutory appeals under 28 U.S.C. § 1292(b), (c)(1), and (d)(1)
& (2). If additional interlocutory appeals are authorized under § 1292(e), the new Rule is intended to govern
them if the appeals are discretionary.

Subdivision (a). Paragraph (a)(1) says that when granting an appeal is within a court of appeals'
discretion, a party may file a petition for permission to appeal. The time for filing provision states only
that the petition must be filed within the time provided in the statute or rule authorizing the appeal or,
if no such time is specified, within the time provided by Rule 4(a) for filing a notice of appeal.

Section 1292(b), (c), and (d) provide that the petition must be filed within 10 days after entry of the
order containing the statement prescribed in the statute. Existing Rule 5(a) provides that if a district court
amends an order to contain the prescribed statement, the petition must be filed within 10 days after entry
of the amended order. The new rule similarly says that if a party cannot petition without the district court's
permission or statement that necessary circumstances are present, the district court may amend its order
to include such a statement and the time to petition runs from entry of the amended order.

The provision that the Rule 4(a) time for filing a notice of appeal should apply if the statute or rule
is silent about the filing time was drawn from existing Rule 5.1.

Subdivision (b). The changes made in the provisions in paragraph (b)(1) are intended only to broaden
them sufficiently to make them appropriate for all discretionary appeals.

In paragraph (b)(2) a uniform time - 7 days - is established for filing an answer in opposition or
cross-petition. Seven days is the time for responding under existing Rule 5 and is an appropriate length
of time when dealing with an interlocutpry appeal. Although existing Rule 5.1 provides 14 days for
responding, the Committee does not believe that the longer response time is necessary.

Subdivision (c). Subdivision (c) is substantively unchanged.

Subdivision (d). Paragraph (d)(2) is amended to state that "the date when the order granting permission
to appeal is entered serves as the date of the notice of appeal" for purposes of calculating time under the
rules. That language simply clarifies existing practice.

Rule 5.1. Appeal by Leave Under 28 U.S.C. § 636(c)(5).
[Abrogated]

[Adopted Mar. 10, 1986, effective July 1, 1986; amended Apr. 22, 1993, effective Dec.
1, 1993; Apr. 29, 1994, effective Dec. 1, 1994; abrogated Apr. 24, 1998, effective
Dec. 1, 1998.]

Committee Note to 1998 Abrogation of Rule 5.1

The Federal Courts Improvement Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-317, abolished appeals by permission
under 28 U.S.C. § 636(c)(5), making Rule 5.1 obsolete. Rule 5.1 is, therefore, abrogated.

Rule 7. Bond for Costs on Appeal in a Civil Case.

In a civil case, the district court may require an appellant to file a bond or provide
other security in any form and amount necessary to ensure payment of costs on appeal.
Rule 8(b) applies to a surety on a bond given under this rule. [Adopted Dec. 4, ° 1967,
effective July ], 1968; amended Apr. 30,.1979, effective Aug. 1, 1979; Apr. 24, 1998,
effective Dec. 1, 1998.1



6$7 TEXAS FAMILY CODE - Sec. 263.405

interest of the.child because the, appoint-
ment would significantly impair the child's
physical health or emotional development;
and

(2) it would not be in the best interest
of the child to appoint a relative of the child
,or another person`as managing conservator.

(b) Iri' determining whether the depart-

ment should be appointed as mariaging
conservator,of the child without terminat-

ing the rights of a parent of the child, the
court shall take the following factors into

corisideration:
(1) that the child will reach 18 years

of age in not less than three years;
(2) that the child is 12 years of age or

older and has 'expressed a strong desire
against termination or. being.adopted;

(3) that the child has special medical
or behavioral needs that make adoptiori of
the child unlikely; and

(4) `ihe needs 'and desires, of the child.
Leg.H. Stats. 1997'75th Leg. Sess. Ch.
600; effective September 1, 1997, Chs.
.603, 1022, effective January 1, 1998; Stats.
2001 77th Leg. Sess. Ch. 10 90, effective
September 1, 2001, (renumbered from

1263.403)..

1997 Note: §263.404, applies to a pending suit
affecting the parent-child relationship regardless of
whether the suit was coinmenced liefore, on, or after
January 1, 1998; except if the Department of -Protec-
tive and" Regulatory. Services has been appointed
temporary, linanaging conservator of a child ,before
January 1,, 1998, the court shall at the, first hearing
conducted on or after that date under, Chapter 263,
Family Code, establish a date for dismissal of the suit
not later'than the'second anniversary of the date of
-the tiearing, unless the court has rendered a final order
before `the- dismissal date: Stats. 1997 75th Leg: Sess.
Chs...603: § 14(b), (c), 1022 § 108(b), (c).

§263.405. Appeal of Final, Order.
(a). .:. An appeal of a final order rendered

under, this .subchapter is gov,erned by the
rules :of :the supreme court for accelerated
appeals in civil cases:,:and the prQeqdures

pr.ovided by this. section. The appellate
court shall render its final order or judg-
ment with the. least possible delay.

(b) Not later than the 15th day after the
date a final order : is signed by the trial
judge, a party intending to appeal the order
must file with the trial court a statement
of thepoint or :points on which the party
intends to appeal. , The. statement may be
combined with a motion for a new trial.

(c) A. motion .for a new'trial, a request
for findings of fact and conclusions of law,
or any other post-trial motion in the trial
court does not extend the deadline, for filing
a. notice of appeal under Rule 26.1(b),
Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure, or the
deadline for filing an affidavit of indigence
under Rule 20, Texas Riiles of . Appellate
Procedure.

(d) The trial coiirt shall hold* a hearing

not later than the 30th day after the.date

the final order is signed to determine
whether:

(1) a new trial should be granted;

t2) a party's claim of indigence, if any,
sho.uldbe sustained; and .

(3), the, appeal. is frivolous -as provided
by Section, 13:003(b), Civil Practice, and
Remedies - Code.

(e) If a party claims indigency and
requests the appointment of an attorney, the
court shall require the person to file an
affidavit of indigency and shall hear evi-
dence to determine theissue of indigeiicy.
If the court does not render a written order
denying the claim of- indigence' or requiring
the person to pay parfial 'costs before the
36th day after the date the final order..being
appealed is signed, the court shall consider
the.:person to be, indigent and.shall appoint
counsel to represent the person:

(f) 'The appellate record must be filed
in the appellate court not later than'the 60th
day after the date the,final order is signed
by the trial judge, unless.the trial court,

(Pub.1199)
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after- a hearing, grants a new trial or denies
a request for a trial court record at no`cost.

(g) The 'appellan't , may 'appeal the
court's-.order'denying the appell'ant's c'laim
.of indigence or the" court's finding that the
ap.peal-is frivolous by filing with the appel-
late court the reporter's record'and clerk's
record of the hearing, held under this sec-
tion; both of whicl
out advance payment, not''l'ater thati the
10th day after the date the court makes the
decision. The.appellate court shall review
the records and may require the parties to

file appellate` briefs on the issues presented,

but may not hear oral argumerit on 'the

issues. The appellate'court' shall render

appropriate orders 'after reviewing the re-

cords' and appellate briefs, if any.
(h) Except on a showing of good cause,

the appellate court may not extend the time

for filing a record or appellate brief. Leg.H.

Stats. 2001 77th Leg. Sess. Ch. 1090, effec-

tive September 1, 2001.

In re M.A.H.,:104 S.W.3d 568, 569 (Tex. App.-
Waco'2002, no pet. h.); In're B.G., 104 S.W.3d 565,
567 (Tex. App.-Waco 2002,-no-pet. h.). In termina-
tion'suitfiled'by DPRS, motion for new trial does not
extend the ^ due date for a• notice of appeal. -However,
court of appeals may extend time for filing notice of
appeal if party- files notice of appeal in trial court and
motion for *extension in court of 'appeals within 15
days after deadline for filing notice of appeal. If party
files notice ofappeal within this 15-day window, court
of appeals will imply motion for extension if party
shows reasonable explanation for,late filing.

In re,D:R.L.M.; 84S.W.3d 281, 291 (Tex. App.-
Fort Wqrth 2002, .pet. denied). As long as appellant
timely files potice of appeal, litigant's failure to file
statenient'of points within'15 days of date final order
is signed' by trial court does not deprive court ^ of
appeals of.jurisdiction over appeal from that order.

In:re KR:; 87 'S.W:3d 691, 701=703 (Tex. App.-
San Antoriio 2002; no pet. h.): In cases in which trial
court has appointed attorney, to represent parent at trial
level, practical'effect of accelerated appellate timeta-
ble is to place parent's trial counsel in position of
being appellate counsel as well, because it is this
attorney'who will undertake required steps to preserve
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client's appellate rights-by filing motion for new trial,
statement of appellate points; and notice of appeal.

§263.406. Court Information
System.

The.Office. of Court Administration of
the .Texas, Judicial System shall consult
with the, courts presiding over cases
brought. by the department for :the protec-
tion of children to develop an information
system to track compliance with the re-
quirements of this subchapter for the timely
disposition of those cases. Leg.H.• Stats.
1997 75th Leg. Sess. Ch. 600, effective
September 1, 1997; Stats. 2001 77th Leg.
Sess. Ch. 1090, effective September 1,
2001 (renumbered from §263.404).

Sec. 263.407. Final `Order
Appointing Department as
Managing Conservator of Certain'
Abandoned Children; Termination
of Parental Rights.

(a) In a suit to terminate the parent-
child relationsh'ip, there is a rebuttable pre-
sumption that a parent who delivers a child
to a designated emergency infaritrcare pro-
vider in accordance with Subchapter D,
Chapter 262, consents to the termination'of
parental rights with regard to the child.

(b) If a person claims to be the parent
of a child.taken into possession underSub-
chapter D, Chapter 262,.: before the court
renders: a final order terminating -the paren-
tal rights of the child's parents; the court
shall order genetic testing for parentage
determination unless parentage has previ-
ously been.established. The court shall hold
the petition for termination of the parent-
child relationship in abeyance for a period
not to exceed 60 days pending the results
of the gerietic testing: Leg:H. Stats. 2001
77th Leg: Sess. Ch. 809,,effective Septem-
ber 1, 2001; Stats. 2003 78th•Leg. Sess. Ch.
1275, effective September 1, 2003 (renum-
bered from §263.405).

(Pub.1199)



§ 81.191. Appeal

(a) An appeal from an order for the management of a person with a
communicable disease, or from a renewal or modification of an order, must be
filed in the court of appeals for the county in which the order is entered,

(b) Notice of appeal must be filed not later than the 10th day after the date
on which the order is signed.

(c) When an appeal is filed the clerk shall immediately send a certified
transcript of the proceedings to the court of appeals.

(d) The trial judge in whose court the cause is pending may:
(1) stay the order and release the person from custody before the appeal if

the judge is satisfied that the person does not meet the criteria for protective
custody under this chapter; and

(2) if the person is at liberty, require an appearance bond in an amount set
by the court.

(e) The court of appeals and supreme court shall give an appeal under this
section preference over all other cases and shall advance the appeal on the
docket. The courts may suspend all rules relating to the time for filing briefs
and docketing cases.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Historical and Statutory Notes

Prior Laws: Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 543, § 21.
il Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 1116, ch. 255, § 1. Vernon's Ann.Civ.St. art. 4419b-1, § 8.24.

§ 81.192. Continuing Care Plan Before Discharge

The health authority or department, in consultation with the person, shall
prepare a continuing care plan for a person who is scheduled to be discharged
if the person requires continuing care.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Historical and Statutory Notes

Prior Laws: Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 543, § 21.
Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 1116, ch. 255, § I. Vernon's Ann.Civ.St. art. 4419b-1, § 8.32.

§ 81.193. Pass From Inpatient Care

(a) The head of a facility may permit a person admitted to the facility under
order for extended inpatient management of a person with a communicable
disease to leave the facility under a pass.

(b) A pass authorizes the person to leave the facility for not more than 72
hours.

(c) The pass may be subject to specified conditions.



§ 574.069 MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTAL RETARDATION
Title 7

Historical and Statutory Notes

Prior Laws: Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 211, ch. 47, § 1.
Acts 1957, 55th Leg., p. 505, ch. 243, §§ 39, Vernon's Ann.Civ.St. arts. 5547-39, 5547-53,

53, 82. 5547-56, 5547-82, 5561a, 5561b.

Library References
Mental Health «43.
Westlaw Topic No. 257A.
C.J.S. Mechanics' Liens §§ 59, 63, 70.

Texts and Treatises

44 Texas Jur 3d, Incomp P § 93.

§ 574.070. Appeal

(a) An appeal from an order requiring court-ordered mental health services,
or from a renewal or modification of an order, must be filed in the court of
appeals for the county in which the order is entered.

(b) Notice of appeal must be filed not later than the 10th day after the date
on which the order is signed.

(c) When an appeal is filed, the clerk shall immediately send a certified
transcript of the proceedings to the court of appeals.

(d) Pending the appeal, the trial judge in whose court the cause is pending
may:

(1) stay the order and release the patient from custody before the appeal if
the judge is satisfied that the patient does not meet the criteria for protective
custody under Section 574.022; and

(2) if the proposed patient is at liberty, require an appearance bond in an
amount set by the court.

(e) The court of appeals and supreme court shall give an appeal under this
section preference over all other cases and shall advance the appeal on the
docket. The courts may suspend all rules relating to the time for filing briefs
and docketing cases.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 76, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Historical and Statutory Notes
Prior Laws: Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 791, ch. 291, § 66.

Acts 1957, 55th Leg., p. 505, ch. 243, §§ 54, Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 211, ch. 47, § 1.
56, 57. Vernon's Ann.Civ.St. arts. 5547-54, 5547-56,

Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p. 1369, ch. 522, § 1. 5547-57.
Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 981, ch. 377, §§ I to

6.

Law Review and Journal Commentaries
Appellate Practice and Procedure. Alan mas, Heather D. Bailey, 54 SMU L.Rev. 1093

Wright, LaDawon H. Conway, Debra J. McCo- (2001).

Library References

Mental Health e-45. Texts and Treatises
Westlaw Topic No. 257A.

44 Texas Jur 3d, Incomp P § 94.C.J.S. Mechanics' Liens §§ 74 to 79.



SFIERRY RADACK

CHIEF JUSTICE

T1M TAFT

SAM NUCHIA

TERRY JENNINGS

EVELYN KEYES

ELSA ALCALA

GEORGE C. HANKS, JR.

LAURA CARTER HIGLEY

JANE BLAND

JUSTices

T.Qur# of ,^ppPals
Hirst 43tsfrir# of 01 exas
1307 San Jacinto Street, 10' Floor

Houston, Texas 77002-7006

June 2, 2004

The Hon. Nathan Hecht
Texas Supreme Court
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Austin, Texas 78711-2248

Dear Justice Hecht:

Margie Thompson
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Janet McVea Williams
Chief Staff Attorney

M. Karinne McCullough
Court Administrator

Phone: 713-655-2700
Fax: 713-752-2304
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This letter is written to request your consideration of (1) a resolution for the different

requirements found in the current rules of civil and appellate procedure regarding certificates of

service and (2) deleting the requirement for a certificate of conference on motions for rehearing filed

in the appellate courts. Both suggested changes would benefit the practioners and the appellate

courts.

First, the current version of Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.5(d) requires a certificate
of service to state: (1) the date of service; (2) the method of service-hand delivery, mail, commercial
delivery service, or fax, or combination of these methods; (3) the name of each person served; (4)
the address of each person served; and (5) if the person served is a party's attorney, the name of the
party represented by that attorney. Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 21 a only requires a statement that
the requirements of the rule have been met. If the two rules had the same requirements, we believe
that fewer non-conforming documents would be presented to the appellate courts.

Secondly, we would respectfully request that the Supreme Court revisit Texas Rule of
Appellate Procedure 10.1(a)(5) (certificates of conference on motions). In our experience, requiring
a certificate of conference on a motion for rehearing is unnecessary and unproductive.

I am available to discuss these suggestions with you and can be reached at 832-814-2011.

Sincerely,

Sherry Ra^ack
Chief Justice





MEMORANDUM

To: Supreme Court Advisory Committee

From: William V. Dorsaneo, III

Date: August 6, 2004

Re: Appellate Rule Changes

At our last meeting, the Appellate Rules Subcommittee was requested to
consider the following matters:

1. Adoption of an Appellate Rule to implement the interim appeal provisions
of Civil Practice and Remedies Code Section 51.014 (d)-(fl. In 2001, the 771h
Texas Legislature adopted for Section 51.014 authorizing courts of appeals to
"permit" an immediate interlocutory appeals of non-final orders (not otherwise
immediately appealable) if a "district court" issues a written order for such an
interlocutory appeal and the parties agree to the order. C.P.R.C. § 51.014 (d)-(f);
see Watson v. Moray, 133 S.W.3d 877 (Tex.App.-Dallas 2004, no pet. n.)
(dismissing appeal for want of jurisdiction because subsection (d)'s requirements
not met); See also Stolte v. County of Guadalupe, S.W.3d , 2004
Tex.App. LEXIS 4685 (Tex. App. - San Antonio 2004, no pet. h.); In re D.B., 80
S.W.3d 698, 701 (Tex.App.-Dallas 2002, no pet.). -

Section 51.014 (d)-(f) has no counterpart in the Texas Rules of Appellate
Procedure showing how the court of appeals' permission should be requested.

A federal statute has long provided for a somewhat similar appeal of an
interlocutory decision. See 28 U.S.C. § 1292 (b). In addition, Federal Appellate



Rule 5 prescribes a general rule for seeking permission to appeal from a federal
court of appeals. When federal appellate review is discretionary. The Committee
Note to the 1998 Amendment of Rule 5 provides that "[t]his new Rule 5 is
intended to govern all discretionary appeals from district court orders, judgments,
or decrees." A copy of Federal Appellate Rule 5 is attached for your
consideration.

The Appellate Rules Subcommittee recommends adoption of a new Rule
26.2 implementing Civil Practice and Remedies Code Section 51.014 (d)-(f). A
draft proposal of the proposed rule is attached as Attachment A.

2. Revision of Appellate Rules dealing with accelerated and expedited appeals
provided for by statute, particularly in cases involving termination ofparental
rights. Appellate Rules 26 (Time to Perfect Appeal) 28 (Accelerated Appeals in
Civil Cases) and 29 (Orders Pending Interlocutory Appeal in Civil Cases) all deal
with so-called "accelerated" appeals, which are intended to proceed through the
appellate process on a faster track than ordinary appeals, particularly ordinary
appeals that operate under the extended-90 day perfection timetable that applies to
most ordinary appeals.

At present, because of legislative enactments not referenced in the appellate
rules which also provide for expedited appellate activity, the foregoing appellate
rules create a trap for appellate counsel that requires attention. For example,
Family Code Section 109.02(a) provides that:

"An appeal in a suit in which termination of the parent-
child relationship is in issue shall be given precedence over
other civil cases and shall be accelerated by the appellate
courts. The procedures for an accelerated appeal under the
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure apply to an appeal in which the
termination of the parent-child relationship is in issue."

In addition, Family Code Section 263.405 provides that "[a]n appeal of a
final order rendered under [subchapter E (Final Order for Child Under Department
Care) of Chapter 263 (Review of Placement of Children Under Care of Department
of Protective and Regulatory Services)] is governed by the rules of the supreme
court for accelerated appeals in civil cases and the procedures provided by this



section." Fam. C. § 263.405. Family Code Chapter 263 applies to cases in which
termination of the parent-child relationship is sought by the Department of
Protective and Regulatory Services. See In re J.A.G., 92 S.W.3d 537, 539-540
(TexApp.-Amarillo2002, no pet) - appeal dismissed because notice of appeal was
not filed within 20 days after termination order was signed; In re T. W., 89 S.W.3d
641, 641-642 (Tex.App.-Amarillo 2002, no pet.) - same; see also In re A.J.K., 116
S.W. 3d 165, 167-173 (Tex. App.-Houston [140'Dist.] 2003, no pet. h.) -
accelerated appeal rules apply to cases brought by DPRS even if DPRS abandons
request for termination. It also applies to cases in which the Department of
Protective and Regulatory Services is appointed as a managing conservation
without termination of parental rights Fam. C. § 263.404.

The subcommittee recommends that Appellate Rule 28 should be
amended to reflect that in such cases, accelerated appeal procedures and
other special statutory requirements must be satisfied. A copy of the
proposed amendment is attached and included in Attachment B.

3. Additional Amendment to Appellate Rule 29. The original version of
Appellate Rule 29.5 provided that during the pendency of "an appeal from an
interlocutory order" a "trial court retains jurisdiction" and "may proceed with a
trial on the merits." See former App. R. 29.5. As amended in 2002 to conform to
the 2001 version of Civil Practice and Remedies Code § 51.014 (b), the words "if
permitted by law" were added because the 2001 statute provided: "An
interlocutory appeal under Subsection (a), other than an appeal under Subsection
(a)(4), shall have the effect of staying commencement of a trial in the trial court
pending resolution of the appeal." Id. But in 2003, Section 51.014 (b) was
amended further to provide that accelerated appeals of interlocutory orders under
(a)(3), (a)(5) and (a)(8) stay "all other proceeding in the trial court pending
resolution of that appeal." As a result, the subcommittee recommends that
Appellate Rule 29 be amended again to conform to the 2003 amendments to
Section 51.014 (b). A copy of the proposed amendment is attached and included in
Attachment B.

4. Consideration of Chief Justice Radack's suggestions for certificates of
service and certificates of conference on rehearing motions.



Attachment A

MEMORANDUM

To: Appellate Rules Subcommittee, Supreme Court Advisory
Committee

From: William V. Dorsaneo, III

Date: August 9, 2004 (Revised August 10, 2004)

Re: Appellate Rules Changes

As promised here is a draft of an Appellate Rule designed to
implement the interim appeal provisions of Civil Practice and Remedies
Code Section 51.014 (d)-(f). Additional draft rule changes will be sent by
separate emails.

l. Proposed Changes to Rule 25. Change 25.1 (Civil Cases) to (Civil
Cases-Appeal As of Right) and add the following language at the end of the
first sentence "within the time allowed by Rule 26". See Fed. R. App. P. 3
(Appeal As of Right-How Taken) and Former Tex. R. App.P. 40 (Ordinary
Appeal-How Perfected).

2. Add a new 25.2 (Civil Cases-Appeal By Permission).

3. Change 25.2 (Criminal Cases) to 25.3

4. Rule 25. Perfecting Appeal

25.1 Civil Cases - Appeal as of Right

a. Notice of Appeal. An appeal is perfected when a written notice
of appeal is filed with the trial court clerkwithin the time
allowed by Rule 26. If a notice of appeal etc.



b. Petition for Permission to Appeal. To request permission to
appeal an interlocutory order that is not otherwise appealable as
of right, a party must file a petition for permission to appeal not
later than the 101h day after the date a district court signs a
written order granting permission to appeal.

c. Contents ofPetition. The petition must:

(1) identify the trial court and state the case's trial court
number and style;

(2) give a complete list of all parties to the order complained
of and the names and addresses of all trial and appellate
counsel;

(3) identify the order granting permission to appeal by
stating the date of the order and attaching to the petition-a
copy of the order stating the district court's permission to
appeal or stating that the statutory conditions are met;

(4) identify the interlocutory order complained of by the
appellant by stating the date of the order and attaching a
copy of the order to the petition;

(5) state that all parties agree to the order granting
permission to appeal;

(6) state the court of appeals to which the appeal is taken
unless the appeal is to either the First or Fourteenth Court
of Appeals, in which case the petition must state that the
petition is addressed to either of those courts; and

(7) state concisely the issues or points presented, the facts
necessary to understand the issues or points presented,
the reasons why the appeal is authorized and should be
allowed and the relief sought.

d. Other papers. If any party timely files a petition, another party
may file a response or another petition not later than 7 days
after the initial petition is served.

2



e. Length ofPetitions. Except by the court's permission, a
petition must not exceed 5 pages, exclusive of pages containing
the identity of parties and counsel, any table of contents, any
index of authorities, the issues presented, the signature and
proof of service and the accompanying documents required to
be attached to the petition.

f. Grant ofPetition; Fees; Filing the Record.

(1) Within 10 days after the entry of the order granting
permission to appeal, the appellant must:

(a) request in writing that the official reporter prepare
the reporter's record;

(b) notify the trial court clerk that permission to appeal
has been granted and file any written designation
specifying items to be included in the clerk's
record; and

(c) pay any required fees.

(2) A notice of appeal need not be filed. The date when the
order granting permission to appeal is entered serves as
the date of the notice of appeal for calculating time under
these rules.

(3) The appellate record must be filed within 10 days after.
entry of the order granting permission to appeal.

COMMENT: This new Rule 25.2 is intended to govern discretionary
appeals from trial court orders pursuant to Civil Practice and Remedies Code
Section 51.014 (d)-(f).



Attachment B

MEMORANDUM

To: Appellate Rules Subcommittee, Supreme Court Advisory
Committee

From: William V. Dorsaneo, III

Date: August 9, 2004 (Revised August 10, 2004)

Re: Appellate Rules Changes

Here are my suggested revisions for Rules 12, 26, 28, and 29.

Rule 12. Duties ofAppellate Clerk

Rule 12.1 Docketing the Case.

On receiving a copy of the notice of appeal, the petition for
permission to appeal, the petition for review, the petition for discretionary
proceeding, or a certified question, the appellate clerk must:

(a) . . .
(b) ...
(c) docket for case

Etc.

Rule 26. Time to Perfect Appeal..

26.1 Civil Cases. The notice of appeal must be filed within 30 days
after the judgment is signed, except as follows:

(a)



(d) in appeals with procedural requirements prescribed by specific
statutes, within the time.provided by statute.

COMMENT to the 2004 Change: The Texas Legislature has enacted
specific statutes providing expedited appellate timetables in certain cases.
See e.g. Health & Safety C. § 81.191 - appeals from orders for management
of persons with communicable diseases, notice of appeal must be filed
within 10 days; Health & Safety C. § 574.070 - appeals from orders
requiring mental health services, notice of appeal must be filed within 10
days. This change is to advise parties and their counsel to consult pertinent
statutes which provide specific procedural requirements.

Rule 28.

28.1

28.2

28.3

Accelerated Appeals in Civil Cases.

Interlocutory Orders. ...

Quo Warranto.

Termination of Parental Rights.

An appeal in a suit in which termination of parent-child
relationship is in issue must be given precedence over other civil cases and
the procedures for an accelerated appeal apply to any appeal in which
termination of the parent-child relationship is in issue. An appeal from a
final order appointing the Department of Protective and Regulatory Services
as managing conservator without terminating parental rights is also governed
by the rules for accelerated appeals in civil cases.

COMMENTS to 2004 change: New Rule 28.3 has been added to advise
parties and their counsel that appeals from final judgments granting or
denying termination of parental rights are accelerated appeals governed by
the rules for accelerated appeals and by additional procedures provided by
statute. See Fam. C. § 109.002; see also Fam. C. §§ 263.404; 263.405.

Rule 29.5 Further Proceedings in Trial Court. While appeal from an
interlocutory order is pending, the trial court retains jurisdiction of the case
and unless prohibited by statute may make further orders, including one
dissolving the order complained of on appeal. Ifpermitted by law, the trial
court may proceed with a trial on the merits. But the court ...

2



COMMENT to 2004 change: Rule 29.5 is amended to conform to Sections
51.014 (b) and (c) of the Civil Practice and Remedies Code which provide
complex procedures for staying proceedings in cases governed by Section
51.014 (a).

3



JUDGE TRACY CHRISTOPHER
295TH CIVIL DISTRICT COURT

301 FANNIN

HOusTON, TEXAS 77002

(713) 755 • 55a1

Honorable Nathan Hecht
Supreme Court of Texas
P.O. Box, 12248
Austin, TX 78711-2248

Re: Rule 223 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure

Dear Justice Hecht:

COp

April 27, 2004

We currently have our individual juror lists in Harris County printed out by
computer. With a push of a button, our computer will "shuffle" the names on the list and
reprint a new jury list. Unfortunately such a shuffle does not comply with a literal reading
of Rule 223.

We are also in the process in Harris County of scanning our juror information
cards into a computer. Once that is done, we would also be able to shuffle the jury list
and then rearrange the juror information cards in the computer for quick reprinting.

As you know, an old fashioned shuffle can take 45 minutes to an hour to
complete. Our jurors wait patiently (or not) for the process to be completed. The
computerized system will allow a shuffle to be completed much more quickly.

The judges in Harris County would like to request a change to the language of
Rule 223 to allow for the computer shuffle. Thank you for considering this.



JUDICIAL COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Peter Vogel
Chair

June 28, 2004

The Honorable Thomas R. Phillips
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Texas
201 West 14`t' Street, Suite 104
Austin, Texas 78701

Re: Recommended Changes to the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure (TRCP) for Electronic Court Filing

Dear Chief Justice Phillips:

Attached for your consideration are the recommended changes to the Rules of Civil Procedure (TRCP) to
incorporate electronic court filing. The recommended TRCP changes are consistent with the standard local
rules template agreed by the Court in November 2002 and revised by the Court in June 2004.

These proposed changes to incorporate electronic court filing
a. Allow courts to order electronic filing on the motion of a party in a case (Rule 167),
b. Allow courts to order electronic service on the motion of a party in a case (Rule 167),
c. Allow judges to issue electronic orders (Rule 19a), and
d. Allow electronic service (Rule 21a). I

JCIT greatly appreciates the Court's recent agreement to revise the standard local rules for use by Texas courts
until the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure are amended.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at 214-999-4422 or Mike Griffith at 512-463-1641.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter Vogel -
Chair, Judicial Committee on Information Technology

cc: The Honorable Nathan L. Hecht, Justice, Supreme Court of Texas
The Honorable Wallace B. Jefferson, Justice, Supreme Court of Texas



Proposed Additions and Amendments to the
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure in order to Allow
for the Electronic Filing (E-Filing) of Documents

June 2004

Rule 4. Computation of Time

In computing any period of time prescribed or allowed by these rules, by order of
court, or by any applicable statute, the day of the act, event, or default after which the
designated period of time begins to run is not to be included. The last day of the period
so computed is to be included, unless it is a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, in which
event the period runs until the end of the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday or
legal holiday. Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays shall not be counted for any,
purpose in any time period of five days or less in these rules, except that Saturdays,
Sundays and legal holidays shall be counted for purpose of the three-day periods in Rules
21 and 21 a, extending other periods by three days when service is made by registered or
certified mail;--er by telephonic document transfer, or by electronic transmission, and for
purposes of the five-day periods provided for under Rules 748, 749, 749a, 749b, and

749c.

Rule 11. Agreements To Be in Writing

Unless otherwise provided in these rules, no agreement between attorneys or
parties touching any suit pending will be enforced unless it be in writing, signed and filed
with the papers as part of the record, or unless it be made in open court and entered of
record. A written agreement between attornevs or parties may be electronically filed only
as a scanned image.

Rule 19a. Jud2e's Orders

.z his or her handwritten signature to a paperA jud ;e signs an order by applying
order or by applying his or her digitized signature to an electronic order. A digitized
signature is a araphic image of the judge's handwritten signature.

Rule 21. Filing and Serving Pleadings and Motions



Every pleading, plea, motion or application to the court for an order, whether in
the form of a motion, plea or other form of request, unless presented during a hearing or
trial, shall be filed with the clerk of the court in writing, shall state the grounds therefore,
shall set forth the relief or order sought, and at the same time a true copy shall be served
on all other parties, and shall be noted on the docket.

An application to the court for an order and notice of any hearing thereon, not
presented during a hearing or trial, shall be served upon all other parties not less than
three days before the time specified for the hearing unless otherwise provided by these
rules or shortened by the court.

If there is more than one other party represented by different attorneys, one copy
of such pleading shall be delivered or mailed to each attorney in charge.

The party or attorney of record, shall certify to the court compliance with this rule
in writing over signature on the filed pleading, plea, motion or application. In the case of
a pleading, plea, motion or application that is electronically filed, a certification is
deemed to be signed by the filer's use of a confidential and unique identifier when
electronically filing- the pleading_plea, motion or application.

After one copy is served on a party that party may obtain another copy of the
same pleading upon tendering reasonable payment for copying and delivering.

Rule 21a. Methods of Service

Every notice required by these rules, and every pleading, plea, motion, or other
form of request required to be served under Rule 21, other than the filing of a cause of
action and except as otherwise expressly provided in these rules, may be served by
delivering a copy to the party to be served, or the party's duly authorized agent or
attorney of record, as the case may be, either in person or by agent or by courier receipted
delivery or by certified or registered mail, to the party's last known address, or by
telephonic document transfer to the recipient's current telecopier number, or by electronic
transmission to the recipient's e-mail address, or by such other manner as the court in its
discretion may direct. Service by mail shall be complete upon deposit of the paper,
enclosed in a postpaid, properly addressed wrapper, in a post office or official depository
under the care and custody of the United States Postal Service. Service by electronic
transmission to the recipient's e-mail address may only be effected where the recipient
has agreed to receive electronic service or where the court has ordered the parties to
electronicallv serve documents. Service by telephonic document transfer or by electronic
transmission after 5:00 p.m. local time of the recipient shall be deemed served on the
following day. Whenever a party has the right or is required to do some act within a
prescribed period after the service of a notice or other paper upon him and the notice or
paper is served upon by mail, $r- by telephonic document transfer, or by electronic
transmission, three days shall be added to the prescribed period. Notice may be served



by a party to the suit, an attorney of record, a sheriff or constable, or by any other person
competent to testify. The party or attorney of record shall certify to the court compliance
with this rule in writing over signature and on the filed instrument. In the case of service
by electronic transmission, a certification is deemed to be signed by the filer's use of a
confidential and unique identifier when electronically filing the pleading, plea, motion or
other form of reguest: Every certification of service by electronic transmission must
include the filer's e-mail address, the recipient's e-mail address and the date and time of
service. A certificate by a party or an attorney of record, or the return of an officer, or the
affidavit of any person showing service of a notice shall be prima facie evidence of the
fact of service. Nothing herein shall preclude any party from offering proof that the
notice or instrument was not received, or, if service was by mail, that it was not received
within three days from the date of deposit in a post office or official depository under the
care and custody of the United States Postal Service, and upon so finding, the court may
extend the time for taking the action required of such party or grant such other relief as it
deems just. The provisions hereof relating to the method of service of notice are
cumulative of all other methods of service prescribed by these rules.

Rule 45. Definition and System

Pleadings in the district and county courts shall

(a) be by petition and answer;

(b) consist of a statement in plain and concise language of the plaintiff's cause of
action or the defendant's grounds of defense. That an allegation be
evidentiary or be of legal conclusion shall not be grounds for objection when
fair notice to the opponent is given by the allegations as a whole;

(c) contain any other matter which may be required by any law or rule
authorizing or regulating any particular action or defense;

(d) be in writing, on paper or be electronically filed with the clerk by transmitting
them through TexasOnline.

Paper pleadin sg shall ffleasur-ing measure approximately 8'/Z inches by 11 inches,
and shall be signed by the party or his attorney, and either the signed original together
with any verification or a copy of said original and copy of any such verification shall be
filed with the court. The use of recycled paper is strongly encouraged.

When a paper copy of the signed original is tendered for filing, the party or his
attorney filing such copy is required to maintain the signed original for inspection by the
court or any party incident to the suit, should a question be raised as to its authenticity.



Electronically-filed pleadings shall be formatted forprintin on 8'/2 inch by 11
inch paper, and shall be signed by the party or his attorney in the manner specified by
Rule 57.

All pleadings shall be construed so as to do substaiitial justice.

Rule 57. Signing of Pleadings

Every pleading of a party represented by an attorney shall be signed by at least
one attorney of record in his individual name, with his State Bar of Texas identification
number, address, telephone number, and, if available, telecopier number and e-mail
address. In the case of an electronically-filed pleading of a party represented by an
attorney, the attorney's use of a confidential and unique identifier when filing the
pleading constitutes the signature of the attorney whose name appears first in, the
pleading's signature block unless the pleading states that the use of the identifier
constitutes the signature of a different attorney in the signature block. A party not
represented by an attorney shall sign his pleadings, state his address, telephone number,
and, if available, telecopier number and e-mail address. In the case of an electronically-.
filed pleading of a party not represented by an attorney, the filer's use of a confidential
and unique identifier when filing the pleading constitutes the signature of the party.

Rule 74. Filing With the Court Defined

The filing of pleadings, other papers documents, and exhibits as required by these
rules shall be made by filing them with the clerk of the court,_ A^°p* ^° judge
may permit the papersTaper documents to be filed with him, in which event he shall note
thereon the filing date and time and forthwith transmit them to the office of the clerk. A
iudge may not accept electronically-transmitted documents for 6ling. This rule does not
prohibit judges from accepting and consideringpleadinas submitted on electronic media
during trial.

Rule 74a. When Electronically-Filed Document is Considered Filed

(a) Except as noted in part (c) of this rule, a person who electronically files a
document is considered to have filed the document with the clerk at the time the filer
electronically transmits the document to an electronic filing service provider (EFSP). A
report of the electronic transmission of the document from the filer to the EFSP shall be,
prima facie evidence of the date and time of the transmission.

(b) When a clerk accepts an electron.ically-transmitted document for filing, the
clerk shall place an electronic file mark on the front page of the document noting the date



and time the document was filed which, except as noted in part (c) of this nile shall be
the date and.time that the filer electronically transmitted the document to an EFSP.

(c) Except in cases of injunction, attachment, garnishment, sequestration, or
distress uroceedinas, an electronically-filed document that serves to commence a civil
suit will not be considered to have been filed on Sunday when the document is
electronically transmitted to an EFSP on Sunday. Rather, such a document will be
considered to have been filed on the succeeding Monday.

Rule 74b. Documents That May Not be Electronically Filed

All documents that may be filed in paper form may be electronically filed with the
exception of the following:

(a) documents in juvenile cases;
(b) documents in mental health cases;
(c) documents in proceedings under Chapter A Fam.ilyCode•
(d) documents filed with a court in camera, solely for thepurpose of obtaining a

ruling on the discoverabil.ity of such documents;
(e) bonds;
(f) wills or codicils thereto;
(g) subpoenas;
(h) affidavits of inability to afford court costs.

Rule 93. Certain Pleas to be Verified

(a) A pleading setting up any of the following matters, unless the truth of such
matters appear of record, shall be verified by affidavit.

1. That the plaintiff has not legal capacity to sue or that the defendant has
not legal capacity to be sued.

2. That the plaintiff is not entitled to recover in the capacity in which he
sues, or that the defendant is not liable in the capacity in which he is
sued.

3. That there is another suit pending in this State between the same parties
involving the same claim.

4. That there is a defect of parties, plaintiff or defendant.

5. A denial of partnership as alleged in any pleading as to any party to the
suit.



6. That any party alleged in any pleading to be a corporation is not
incorporated as alleged.

7. Denial of the execution by himself or by his authority of any instrument
in writing, upon which any pleading is founded, in whole or in part and
charged to have been executed by him or by his authority, and not
alleged to be lost or destroyed. Where such instrument in writing is,
charged to have been executed by a person then deceased, the affidavit
shall be sufficient if it states that the affiant has reason to believe and
does believe that such instrument was not executed by the decedent or
by his authority. In the absence of such a sworn plea, the instrument
shall be received in evidence as fully proved.

8. A denial of the genuineness of the indorsement or assignment of a
written instrument upon which suit is brought by an indorsee or assignee
and in the absence of such a sworn plea, the indorsement or assignment
thereof shall be held as fully proved. The denial required by this
subdivisi.on of the rule may be made upon information and belief.

9. That a written instrument upon which a pleading is founded is without
consideration, or that the consideration of the same has failed in whole
or in part.

10. A denial of an account which is the foundation of the plaintiff s action,
and supported by affidavit.

11. That a contract sued upon is usurious. Unless such plea is filed, no
evidence of usurious interest as a defense shall be received.

12. That notice and proof of loss or claim for damage has not been given as
alleged. Unless such plea is filed such notice and proof shall be
presumed and no evidence to the contrary shall be admitted. A denial of
such notice or such proof shall be made specifically and with
particularity.

13. In the trial of any case appealed to the court from the Industrial Accident
Board the following, if pleaded, shall be presumed to be true as pleaded
and have been done and filed in legal time and manner unless denied by
verified pleadings:

(a) Notice of injury.
(b) Claim.for compensation.
(c) Award of the Board.
(d) Notice of intention not to abide by the award of the Board.
(e) Filing of suit to set aside the award.



(f) That the insurance company alleged to have been the carrier of
the workers' compensation insurance at the time of the alleged
injury was in fact the carrier thereof.

(g) That there was good cause for not filing claim with the
Industrial Accident Board within the one year period provided
by statute.

(h) Wage rate.

A denial of any of the matters set forth in subdivisions (a) or (g) of
paragraph 13 may be made on information and belie.f.

Any such denial may be made in original or amended pleadings; but if in
amended pleadings the same must be filed not less than seven days before
the case proceeds to trial. In case of such denial the things so denied shall
not be presumed to be true, and if essential to the case of the party alleging
them, must be proved.

14. That a party plaintiff or defendant is not doing business under an
assumed name or trade name as alleged.

15. In the trial of any case brought against an automobile insurance
company by an insured under the provisions of an insurance policy in
force providing protection against uninsured.motorists, an allegation
that the insured has complied with all the terms of the policy as a
condition precedent to bringing the suit shall be presumed to be true
unless denied by verified pleadings which may be upon information
and belief.

16. Any other matter required by statute to be pleaded under oath.
(b) A document that is required to be verified, notarized, acknowledged, sworn

to , or made under oath may be electronically filed only as a scanned image.

(c) Where a filer has electronically filed a scanned image under this rule, a court
may require the filer to promptly file the document in a traditional manner with the

county clerk.

Rule 167. Orders Re$!ardin$! Electronic Filint!

Upon the motion of a party and for good cause shown, a court may order
electronic filing and service of documents other than those documents that may not be
electronically filed as set forth in Rule 74b.


