RULE 296. TRIAL COURT MAY MAKE ORAL FINDINGS OF FACT
AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
In any case tried in the district or county court without a jury, the trial court may
orally state its findings of fact and conclusions of law on the record, in the presence
of counsel, promptly after the close of the evidence. The court shall cause the court
reporter to promptly transcribe the findings of fact and conclusions of law, file the
same, and send a copy to each party.

RULE 297 REQUESTS FOR FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS
OF LAW WHEN NO ORAL FINDINGS OF FACT ARE MADE
(a) Requestfor Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.
If oral findings of fact are not made by the trial court, any party may make a written
request to the court to make findings of fact and conclusions of law. The request
should be entitled "Request for Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law" and
must be filed with the clerk of the court within thirty days after judgment is signed.
The clerk must immediately call such request to the attention of the judge who
tried the case.
(b) Duty to Make Findings and Conclusions.

The judge must make findings of fact and conclusions of law on each ultimate
issue raised by the pleadings and evidence. Unless otherwise required by law,
findings of fact should be in broad form whenever feasible. The trial court's
findings must include only so much of the evidentiary facts as are necessary to
disclose the factual basis for the court's decision. Unnecessary or voluminous
evidentiary findings are not to be made.
( c) Time To Make Written Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.
Upon timely request, the court must make and file its written findings of fact
and conclusions 'of law within fifty days after the date a final judgment is signed
and promptly send a copy to each party.

EXHIBIT
11/26/2010

1

O-1

RULE 298. ADDITIONAL OR AMENDED FINDINGS OF FACT AND
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
(a) Request for Additional or Amended Findings and Conclusions.
After the court makes original findings of fact and conclusions of law pursuant to
Rule 296 or Rule 297, any party may file a request for additional or amended
findings of fact or conclusions of law. The request must state the specific
additional or amended findings of fact or conclusion of law requested and be made
no later than twenty days after the filing of the court's original findings of fact and
conclusions of law, but in no event earlier than thirty days after the date the
judgment is signed.
(b) Duty to Make Additional or Amended Findings and Conclusions.
The court must make and file any additional or amended findings of fact and
conclusions of law within twenty days after the request is filed and promptly
send a copy to each party. Any additional or amended findings of fact and
conclusions of law made by the trial court must be in writing and filed with the
clerk.
RULE 299. OMITTED FINDINGS
(a) Omitted Grounds.
The trial court's findings of fact shall form the basis of the judgment upon all
grounds of recovery or defense embraced therein. If no request is made for a
finding on any element of a ground of recovery or defense and the ground has not
been found by the trial court, the unrequested ground is waived unless the ground
has been conclusively established under the evidence.
(b) Partially Determined Grounds: Presumed Findings.
When the trial court has made findings on some but not all elements of a ground of
recovery or defense, the omitted elements that are necessarily referable to the
elements found are presumed in support of the judgment when supported by
factually sufficient evidence. There is no presumed finding on the omitted element
if a finding on that element has been requested.
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(c) Trial Court's Failure To Make Findings of Fact.
A trial court's failure to make a requested additional finding will not result in a
presumed finding. Refusal of the court to make a requested finding shall be
reviewable on appeal.

RULE 299a. FINDINGS OF FACT TO BE SEPARATELY FILED
AND NOT RECITED IN A JUDGMENT
Findings of fact must be filed apart from the judgment as a separate document.
If there is a conflict between recitals in a judgment and findings of fact made
pursuant to Rules 297 and 298, the latter findings will control for appellate
purposes. Rules 296-299a do not apply to any recitals of findings of fact in a
judgment.

11/26/2010
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To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Texas Supreme Court Advisory Committee
William V. Dorsaneo, III
December 1, 2010
Proposed Civil Procedure Rule 301

Proposed Civil Procedure Rule 301 makes several significant modifications
of current law. Under current law, unlike motions for new trial and motions to
modify the trial court's judgment, motions for judgment nov and to disregard
particular jury findings are not overruled by operation of law. Thus, the failure to
obtain an express ruling waives the complaints made in a Rule 301 motion.
Motions for judgment also are not overruled by operation of law under the
current law, but the signing of a judgment that does not award the relief requested
in the motion should be sufficient to preserve complaints and requests for relief
included in motions for judgment.
In contrast, subdivision (a) of the proposed rule provides that posttrial
motions for judgment and motions for judgment nov or to disregard particular jury
findings are overruled by operation of law. See proposed Tex. R. Civ. P. (a)(5),
which contains alternative dates on which overruling by operation of law would
occur, based on suggestions and arguments made at prior committee meetings.
Proposed subdivision (b) clarifies and simplifies the relationship between
prejudgment motions for judgment, motions for judgment nov or to disregard
particular jury findings and postjudgment motions to modify a judgment.
Proposed subdivision (b)(2) specifically provides that motions to modify may be
used to make the same requests for relief as the prejudgment motions which are not
a prerequisite for filing postjudgment motions to modify the trial court's judgment.
See proposed Tex. R. Civ. P. (b)(2). Thus, the proposed subdivision's treatment of
the relationship between prejudgment and postjudgment motions is roughly
analogous to the current relationship between prejudgment motions for mistrial and
postjudgment motions for new trial.
Proposed subdivision (b)(1) also provides for postjudgment motions for new
trial, which are discussed in detail in proposed Rule 302.
Proposed subdivision (b)(4) also provides for the timetable for filing and
amending postjudgment motions to modify a final judgment or move for new trial,
disposition of such motions by signed written order or by operation of law.
1
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A new provision, subdivision (b)(4)(C), requires the Court clerk to call these
postjudgment motions to the attention of the trial court.
Proposed subdivision (b)(3) incorporates a premature motions provision
similar to current Rule 306c, which does not cover new trial motions.
Subdivision (b) also makes three significant changes in current law.
First, by using the term "in any respect" the proposed subdivision (b)(2)
expands the scope of motions to modify. Although the procedural rules are silent
on this issue, under current case law a motion to modify must seek a "substantive
change in an existing judgment." Lane Bank Equip. Co. v. Smith Southern Equip.,
Inc., 10 S.W.3d 308, 314 (Tex. 2000) (per Phillips, C.J.); see also Hecht, J.,
concurring in the judgment but criticizing the majority opinion. Justice Hecht's
opinion "would hold that any requested change, however slight, other than a
merely clerical change expressly excluded from Rule 329b(g), extends the trial
court's plenary power and the appellate timetable." 10 S.W.3d at 321. Proposed
subdivision (b) also eliminates the clerical change limitation currently contained
within 329b(g) to avoid all arguments about whether the motion is sufficient to
extend the trial court's plenary power and appellate timetables. Accordingly,
under proposed subdivision (b)(2) it is not necessary to decide whether the
requested change is "substantive" in some sense or a mere clerical change in order
to extend trial and appellate timetables or to preserve complaints made in the
motion.
Second, proposed subdivision (b)(3)(B) eliminates a technical requirement in
current Rule 329b, which precludes a party from preserving a complaint in a
postjudgment motion filed within 30 days after the final judgment is signed, if the
party has filed a prior motion, which did not include the complaint, and the prior
motion has been overruled by the trial court. In the case of In re Brookshire
Grocery Co., 250 S.W.3d 66 (Tex. 2008), a bare majority of the Court determined
that under current Rule 329b (b) and (e) an amended motion for new trial filed
after a preceding motion has been overruled is not timely, even if it is filed within
thirty days after the judgment or other order is signed. The basis for this holding is
the text of the current rules, which unnecessarily penalize litigants who do not
include all assignments of error in an original postjudgment motion. Justice
Hecht's spirited dissent would have interpreted the text differently because
"[t]ricky" procedural rules threaten substantive rights. .
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Third, by providing that a trial judge has discretion to rule on a tardy motion
and that the ruling is subject to review on appeal, subdivision (b)(3)(E) is drafted to
overrule Moritz v. Preiss, 121 S.W.3d 715 (Tex. 2003). In Moritz, the Court held
that a tardy motion "is a nullity for purposes of preserving issues for appellate
review." Although the Court did acknowledge an earlier opinion (Jackson v. Van
Winkle, 660 S.W.2d 807, 808 (Tex. 1983)) allowing appellate review of issues
raised and ruled upon before expiration of the court's plenary power, it concluded
that "to give full effect to our procedural rules that limit the time to file new trial
motions, today we hold that an untimely amended motion for new trial does not
preserve issues for appellate review, even if the trial court considers and denies the
untimely motion within its plenary power period." "Thus, Moritz eliminated the
ability of the trial judge to permit a party to preserve a complaint about the trial
court's judgment by ruling on the complaint, merely because the complaint should
have been included in the party's earlier motion. If a trial judge considers a
complaint while the court has plenary power over its judgment, the trial court's
ruling should be subject to review on appeal.
Finally, proposed Rule 302 does not deal with motions for new trial
following citation by publication or motions for judgment nunc pro tunc see Tex.
R. Civ. P. 316, 329.
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Rule 301. Motions Relating to Judgments
(a)

Posttrial Motions
(1)

Motion for Judgment on the Verdict. A party may move for judgment
on the verdict at any time after rendition of a verdict.

(2)

Motion for Judgment after Nonjury Trial. A party may move for
judgment in a case tried to the court at any time after the evidence is
closed.

(3)

Motion for Judgment Notwithstanding the Verdict or to Disregard
Jury Findings. A party may move for judgment notwithstanding the
verdict after receipt of the jury's verdict, if a directed verdict would
have been proper or may move to disregard one or more jury findings
that will not support a judgment under the law or that have no support
in the evidence.

(4)

Form of Motion; Duty of Clerk. Complaints and requests for relief
included in posttrial motion for judgment must be specific. [A
posttrial motion for judgment may be made in open court on the
record or may be made in writing and filed with the clerk of the court.
The clerk must promptly call such a written motion to the attention of
the judge, but the failure to do so does not affect the preservation of
complaints made in the motion.]

(5)

Disposition of Motions. A posttrial motion is overruled by operation
of law [on the date the final judgment under Rule 300 is signed as to
any requested relief not granted in the judgment or on the date the
court's plenary power expires as provided in Rule 304 or 75 days after
the date on which the judgment`is signed.]

(6)

Preservation of Complaints. A posttrial motion preserves complaints
about the judgment that are made in the motion if the motion is
1

overruled by signed written order before it is overruled by operation
of law or when it is overruled by operation of law.
(7)

(b)

Form of Judgment. A party must submit a proposed form of judgment
with a motion for judgment.

Postjudgment Motions
(1)

Motions for New Trial. A party may move to set aside in judgment
and seek a new trial pursuant to Rule 302.

(2)

Motions to Modify Final Judgments. A party may move to modify
the judgment in any respect, including (without limitation) by
[moving for] or [requesting] judgment on the verdict, judgment
notwithstanding the verdict, or judgment in disregard of one or more
jury findings, regardless of whether a posttrial motion seeking such
relief has been made before judgment.

(3)

Premature Motions. No postjudgment motion may be held ineffective
because it was filed prematurely. Every such motion will be deemed
to have been filed on the date of, but subsequent to, the signing of the
judgment the motion assails.

(4)

Disposition of Postjudgment Motions.
(A)

Filing. A postjudgment motion for new trial or to modify a
[final] judgment, if filed by a party, must be filed within 30
days after the [final] judgment was signed. The filing of a
posttrial motion for judgment is not a prerequisite to the filing
of a postjudgment motion to modify the judgment.

(B)

Amendment. One or more amended or additional motions may
be filed without leave of court within 30 days after the [final]
judgment is signed, regardless of whether a prior motion has
been overruled.

2
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(C)

Duty of Clerk. The trial court clerk must promptly call a
postjudgment motion for new trial or to modify a [final]
judgment to the attention of the judge. But the failure of the
clerk to do so does not affect the preservation of complaints
made in the motion.

(D)

Disposition of Motions. If not determined by signed written
order within 75 days after the final judgment was signed, a
motion for new trial or a motion to modify a [final] judgment is
overruled by operation of law on the expiration of that period.

(E)

Discretion to Rule on Tardy Motions. As long as the trial court
retains plenary power over its judgment, the trial court has
discretion to consider and rule on a motion or an amended
motion for new trial or to modify a [final] judgment that was
not filed within 30 days after the signing of the trial court's
[final] judgment. The court's express substantive ruling on the
merits of such a late filed motion is subject to review on appeal.

3

To:
From:
Date:
Subject:

Supreme Court Rules Advisory Committee
Discovery Rules Subcommittee
December 1, 2010
Amendments to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26

The Texas Supreme Court has asked the SCAC to examine whether the recently adopted
amendments to Federal Rule 26 should be incorporated in some fashion as part of the Texas
Rules of Civil Procedure. Federal Rule 26 has two significant differences from state practice.
The first is that Rule 26(a)(2) requires that a party produce a written report for any expert
who is "retained or specially employed to provide expert testimony in the case or one whose
duties as the party's employee regularly involve giving expert testimony." In contrast, current
Texas practice provides that a party must request an expert report, and the responding party may
either tender the expert for deposition or provide the report. If the requesting party desires a
report in addition to an expert's deposition, it must seek a court order requiring a report. In other
words, under Texas practice, an expert report is not required absent a request and a court order,
so long as the party produces the expert for deposition. Under the new federal rule, a written
report is required absent an agreement of the parties or a court order relieving the parties of the
obligation to produce written reports. Here is the text of the Texas Rules and the new federal
rule on this matter:

1. Current Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 195: Discovery Regarding Testifying Expert
Witnesses
A. Rule 195.1. Permissible Discovery Tools:
A party may request another party to designate and disclose information
concerning testifying expert witnesses only through a request for disclosure under
Rule 194 >[FNl] and through depositions and reports as permitted by this rule.
B. Rule 195.5. Court-Ordered Reports:

If the discoverable factual observations, tests, supporting data, calculations,
photographs, or opinions of an expert have not been recorded and reduced to

tangible form, the court may order these matters reduced to tangible form and
produced in addition to the deposition.
II.

Federal Rule 26(a)(2) (as amended). Disclosure of Expert Testimony:
A. In General. ... a party must disclose to the other parties the identity of any
witness it may use at trial to present evidence under Federal Rule of Evidence
702, 703, or 705.
B. Witnesses Who Must Provide a Written Report. Unless otherwise stipulated or
ordered by the court, this disclosure must be accompanied by a written report-prepared and signed by the witness--if the witness is one retained or specially
employed to provide expert testimony in the case or one whose duties as the
party's employee regularly involve giving expert testimony. The report must
contain:
(i) a complete statement of all opinions the witness will express and the
basis and reasons for them;
(ii) the facts or data considered by the witness in forming them;
(iii) any exhibits that will be used to summarize or support them;
(iv) the witness's qualifications, including a list of all publications authored
in the previous 10 years;

(v) a list of all other cases in which, during the previous 4 years, the witness
testified as an expert at trial or by deposition; and
(vi) a statement of the compensation to be paid for the study and testimony
in the case.
C. Witnesses Who Do Not Provide a Written Report. Unless otherwise stipulated or
ordered by the court, if the witness is not required to provide a written report, this
disclosure must state:

(i) the subject matter on which the witness is expected to present evidence
under Federal Rule of Evidence 702, 703, or 705; and
(ii) a summary of the facts and opinions to which the witness is expected to
testify.
Recommendation: The subcommittee recommended that the SCAC keep the current
Texas court practice on this matter for two reasons. First, and primarily, it is the subcommittee's view that the Texas state practice is more cost effective. It does not require reports
when a deposition and initial disclosures will do, thus saving the cost of drafting and preparing

formal reports in the many cases that do not warrant them. Second, the subcommittee is not
aware that current Texas practice has presented any problems for the practitioner or the courts.
The sub-committee notes, however, that, under the new federal rule, a party seeking the
deposition of an expert who has provided a written report must pay that expert's reasonable fee
for time spent in "responding to discovery," (i.e. preparing for and testifying by deposition?) and
this cost-shifting should be factored into the analysis of whether to incorporate the federal rule in
state practice.

***
The second difference has to do with work product protection for testifying experts.
Under the new Federal Rule 26, a work product privilege is extended to the work a testifying
expert does to prepare his report in a case, including discussions with counsel and draft reports.
In contrast, Texas practice provides that any draft reports and discussions between counsel and a
testifying expert are discoverable. Here is the text of the Texas Rules and the new Federal Rule
on this matter:

1. Current Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 192: Expert Work Product
A.

Rule 192.3(e). Testifying and Consulting Experts:
The identity, mental impressions, and opinions of a consulting expert whose
mental impressions and opinions have not been reviewed by a testifying expert
are not discoverable. A party may discover the following information regarding a
testifying expert or regarding a consulting expert whose mental impressions or
opinions have been reviewed by a testifying expert:

(1) the expert's name, address, and telephone number;
(2) the subject matter on which a testifying expert will testify;

(3) the facts known by the expert that relate to or form the basis of the expert's
mental impressions and opinions fonned or made in connection with the case in
which the discovery is sought, regardless of when and how the factual information
was acquired;
(4) the expert's mental impressions and opinions formed or made in connection with
the case in which discovery is sought, and any methods used to derive them;
(5) any bias of the witness;
(6) all documents, tangible things, reports, models, or data compilations that have
been provided to, reviewed by, or prepared by or for the expert in anticipation of a
testifying expert's testimony;

(7) the expert's current resume and bibliography.
B.

Rule 192.5 (b). Protection of Work Product:

(1) Protection of Core Work Product-Attorney Mental Processes. Core work
product--the work product of an attorney or an attorney's representative that contains
the attorney's or the attorney's representative's mental impressions, opinions,
conclusions, or legal theories--is not discoverable.

(2) Protection of Other Work Product. Any other work product is discoverable only
upon a showing that the party seeking discovery has substantial need of the materials
in the preparation of the party's case and that the party is unable without undue
hardship to obtain the substantial equivalent of the material by other means.
(3) Incidental Disclosure of Attorney Mental Processes. It is not a violation of
subparagraph (1) if disclosure ordered pursuant to subparagraph (2) incidentally
discloses by inference attorney mental processes otherwise protected under
subparagraph (1).
(4) Limiting Disclosure of Mental Processes. If a court orders discovery of work
product pursuant to subparagraph (2), the court must--insofar as possible--protect
against disclosure of the mental impressions, opinions, conclusions, or legal theories
not otherwise discoverable.
C.

Rule 192.5(c). Exceptions: Even if made or prepared in anticipation of litigation
or for trial, the following is not work product protected from discovery:

(1)information discoverable under Rule 192.3 concerning experts, trial witnesses,
witness statements, and contentions;
II.

Federal Rule 26(b)(3) and (4) (as amended). Trial Preparation, Materials and Experts:
A. Documents and Tangible Things. Ordinarily, a party may not discover documents
and tangible things that are prepared in anticipation of litigation or for trial by or
for another party or its representative (including the other party's attorney,
consultant, surety, indemnitor, insurer, or agent). But, subject to Rule 26(b)(4),
those materials may be discovered if:

(i) they are otherwise discoverable under Rule 26(b)(1); and
(ii) the party shows that it has substantial need for the materials to prepare its
case and cannot, without undue hardship, obtain their substantial equivalent by
other means.
B.

Protection Against Disclosure. If the court orders discovery of those materials, it
must protect against disclosure of the mental impressions, conclusions, opinions,
or legal theories of a party's attorney or other representative concerning the
litigation.

C. Previous Statement. Any party or other person may, on request and without the
required showing, obtain the person's own previous statement about the action or
its subject matter. If the request is refused, the person may move for a court order,
and Rule 37(a)(5) applies to the award of expenses. A previous statement is

either:
(i) a written statement that the person has signed or otherwise adopted or
approved; or
(ii) a contemporaneous stenographic, mechanical, electrical, or other
recording--or a transcription of it--that recites substantially verbatim the person's
oral statement.

(4) Trial Preparation: Experts.
A.

Deposition of an Expert Who May Testify. A party may depose any person who
has been identified as an expert whose opinions may be presented at trial. If Rule
26(a)(2)(B) requires a report from the expert, the deposition may be conducted
only after the report is provided.

B.

Trial-Preparation Protection for Draft Reports or Disclosures. Rules 26(b)(3)(A)
and (B) protect drafts of any report or disclosure required under Rule 26(a)(2),
regardless of the form in which the draft is recorded.

C.

Trial-Preparation Protection for Communications Between a Party's Attorney and
Expert Witnesses. Rules 26(b)(3)(A) and (B) protect communications between the
party's attorney and any witness required to provide a report under Rule
26(a)(2)(B), regardless of the form of the communications, except to the extent
that the communications:
(i) relate to compensation for the expert's study or testimony;
(ii) identify facts or data that the party's attorney provided and that the expert
considered in forming the opinions to be expressed; or
(iii) identify assumptions that the party's attorney provided and that the expert
relied on in forming the opinions to be expressed.

D. Expert Employed Only for Trial Preparation. Ordinarily, a party may not, by
interrogatories or deposition, discover facts known or opinions held by an expert
who has been retained or specially employed by another party in anticipation of
litigation or to prepare for trial and who is not expected to be called as a witness
at trial. But a party may do so only:

(i) as provided in Rule 35(b); or
(ii) on showing exceptional circumstances under which it is impracticable for the
party to obtain facts or opinions on the same subject by other means.

E.

Payment. Unless manifest injustice would result, the court must require that the

party seeking discovery:
(i) pay the expert a reasonable fee for time spent in responding to discovery under
Rule 26(b)(4)(A) or (D); and

(ii) for discovery under (D), also pay the other party a fair portion of the fees and
expenses it reasonably incurred in obtaining the expert's facts and opinions.
(5) Claiming Privilege or Protecting Trial-Preparation Materials.
(A) Information Withheld. When a party withholds information otherwise
discoverable by claiming that the information is privileged or subject to protection as
trial-preparation material, the party must:
(i) expressly make the claim; and

(ii) describe the nature of the documents, communications, or tangible things not
produced or disclosed--and do so in a manner that, without revealing information
itself privileged or protected, will enable other parties to assess the claim.

Recommendation: The subcommittee has no recommendation on this matter, and would
like the input of the SCAC. Arguments for adopting the federal rule include that it is desirable in
matters of privilege that conformity exist in state and federal practice so as not to trip up the
practitioner, and that it allows for a healthy examination of the case between a retained expert
and counsel in preparing a case for trial. In addition, a wide array of lawyer groups favored the
adoption of the federal rule. Arguments against adopting the federal rule include that is cloaks at
least some aspects of an expert's thought processes in secrecy and makes that expert's opinions
less susceptible to testing by cross-examination. In addition, the sub-committee is unaware of
any problems in current Texas practice, but it would like to hear the input of the entire committee
before proceeding further.

Materials Relatingot Proposed Amendment to TRE 511
1.

Federal Evidence Rule 502

2.

Reasons for Federal Evidence Rule 502:
a.
resolve inadvertent disclosure and subject matter disclosure
b.
cost of discovery

3.
Federal Evidence Rule 501
4.
Federal Rule of Procedure 26(5)(b)(snapback rule)
Proposed State Bar Evidence Committee Rule 511
5.
Proposed Supreme Court Advisory Evidence Committee Rule 511
6.
Current Evidence Rule 511
7.
Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 193.3(d)(snapback rule)
8.
Texas Rule 192.5(work product)
9.
10.
Selective Waiver Rule (rejected by Federal Evidence Committee) (not
recommended by either SBEC or SCAEC)

Ytrntarni a NoeaRt$earGth Inc., 259 F.3d 284, 293
(4th Cir.2001). "We hold that the interest in obtaining
probative evidence In an action for discrimination outweighs the Interest that-would be furthered by recxtgnition of a privilege for medical" peer review cnateriais.
Therefore, we decltne to recognize such a priviiege."

See also Memariaf H'o,sp. v. Shadur, 664 F2d-1058;
1063 (7th C10981).
Carmart v. McDonnell Dougks Corp., 114 F.3d
790, 794 (8th Cir1997). "1'o justify, the creation of a
privilege, [the proponent of the priviiege] must first estabiish- ttiat 'society benefits in some:significant_ way
froin the particular brand of confidentiality that the
privilege affords. Only then can a c4urt decide whether
° tfie'advantagesof theproposed privilege over+cone the
strong presumption in favor of disclosure of all relevant
infUti[^3tion."

In r+e Seaferl Crrse,1U7 F.3d 46, 49 (D.C.t:ir 1997}.
"{Tjhe attorney-cUent privilege is subject to what is

which maybe controlled by a contrary state law of privi=
lege." &e also Agsiter & Macricwpct G'ty., 422 F,3d 836,
839 (9th Cir.200S); BL't1+C v.. Itlinols Dept. of 1i'inpG
See., 99S F.2d 106,107 (7th Cir.1993).
von Brrlowa oonBufaretc; 811 F2d 136,144 (2d Cir.
1987). "We hold that the individual claiming the [journaitst's] privilege must demonstrate, through competent evidence, the intent to use material--aought,
gathered or, received--to disseminate information to
the public and that such intent existed at the inception'
of thenewsgathering process. This requires an intent-"
based facf.uat inquiry to be made by the district court.
[1l The Intended manner of disseonination'may be by
newspaper, magaaine, book public or private broadcast
medium, handbili or the tike...."
FRE 802. ATTORNEY-CL4EAtT
PRivtLt:GB Br WORK PRODUCT;
Lt1YtITAT1ONS CN' 1NAtVER,

confidentiality.'" Held: Privilege applied. See also Mc+11:edtt o, P'alGxsch, 339 R3d 530, 531-34 (?th Cir2003).

The fallowing' provisions apply, in the circumstances set out, to disclosure ofa communication or infortnation caveed by the attorney-client privilege or
work product protection.
(a) Diaciosnt^e made In a federal proceeding
or to a tederal office or agency; scope of a
tvafvec-When the disclosure is made in a Federal
proceeding or toa Federal office or agency and"waives
the attorney-client priviiege or rwark-product protection, the waiver extends to an undisclosedcommunication or information in a Federal or State proeeeding only if '
(1) the waiver is intentional;
(2). the disclosed and undisclosed communications
or information concern the same subject matter; and
(3) they ought in tairness to be considered together.
(b) Inadvertent discl:osure.--When made in a
Federal proceeding or to a Federal office or agency, the:
disclosure does not operate as a waiver In a Federal or,
State proceeding if

Hancock o. Hobbar, 967 F.2d 462, 48&67 (11th Cir.
1992). "Rule 501 ,is. not dear as to which rule of deciston should be followed when the f+ederal and state laws
of p^ivilege are In conflict. ... We therefore hold that
the federal taw of privilege provides the rule of decision
In a civil proceeding where the court's jurisdiction is
tremised upon a federal question; even if the witness,
;: testimony is relevant to a pendent state law count

(2) the holder of the privilege or protection took
reasonable steps to prevent disciosure; and
(3) the holder promptly took reasonable steps to
rectifp the error, including (if applicable) foiiowingFederai Rule of Civil Procedure 26(b)(5)(B).
(c) Disclosure made in a state proceedlug.When the disdosure is made in, a State proceeding and

known as the, crime=fraud exceptfon: Two conditions
t be met. First; the client must have made or reited the otherwise privileged communication with
° the Intent to fprtber an unlawfut or frauduient actr Sec-

ond, the cJient must have carried out, the crime or,
fraud. (I I The privrnr7ege is the client's, and it is the client's fraudulent or crinitnai intent that matters. A third
: party's bad intent cannot remove the protection of the
privilege."
Shven v. Shoen, 5 F3d 1289, 1292 (9th Cir:1993).
.°[T1he, journalist's privilege [isf a 'partial First:
AnYendment shield' that protec#s journalists against
outripeDeddisclosure.in all judicial proceedings, civil
:end crtminal alike. At 1291 8efore we weigh the com

`peting interests ..., we must f•irst' decide two threshold
legal questions.... urhether... an investigative book
author( j has standing to invoke the journalist's privi-.
IW andwhettierthe privilege operates to shield information pmvided by a source without an expectation of

(1) the disclosure is inadvertent;

is. not the subject of "n State-court order concerning
waiver, the disclosure does not operaieas a waiver in a
Federal proceeding if the disclosure:

claim or defanse as to which State law supplies the rule
of decislon, the competency of a witness shail be deter=
mined in accordance with State law.

(1) would not be a waiver under this tvle if It had
been made in a Federal proceeding; or

08 ,It^pl, t975.

(2) is nota wai.ver under the law of the State where
the disdosure occurred.
(d) Controlllng effect of a court order.-A Federai court may order that the privilege or protection is
not waived by disclosure connected with the litigation
pending before the.court-in which event the.disctosure is also not a waiver in any other Federal or State'
proceeding.
(e) Controlling effect of a party agree>nent.-An agreement on"the effect of disclosure in a
Federal proceeding is binding only on the parties to the
agreement, unless it is incorporated Into a court order.
(f) ControlIing effect of this rule.-Notwithstanding Ruies 101 and,1101; this rule applies to State
proceedingsand-to,irederal court•annexedand"Federat
court-mandated arbitration proceedings, in the circumstances set out in the rule. And notwithstanding Rule
501, this rule applies even if State law provides the rule
of decision.
(g) Definhions,-in this rule:
(1) "attorney-client privilege" means the protec=
tion that applicable law provides for confidential attor•
ney-dient communications; and
(2) "work-product protection" means the protection that applicable law provides for tangible material
(or its intangible equivalent) prepared In anticipation
of litigation or for trial;
See 8spknuoir Note aa4 Sintr.wwt of Congreulansi "tntent to F'BS
5(tl, p, il4t
Sae L^rtarip; °Aacrting dalms of pii4ge &. prottidton,' cb. 6A,
44.45(41 p. 567; `Dixloeme of pfvtlege! or pmrecUed tnfarmaNan - attoaioy^,
rdntca! prirIIt«n," alt 64, 3824, p 580.
Si, Stld.
Seurts of PIiS SOZ: As adopted Sept. 19, 2dos, F.I. 1i0422, "I2Z
3S3't. FRaatae data The emcnd¢iean maee by this AU chafl epptq in nU pro
WOW caameaud after the dafe of ooarunent ofthta Act oQ taaofar as is
iust and prentcaae, In all pmax4lap penAc% on such daDp of eaaeftenc
ARTICLE VI. WITNESSES

FttE.601. GENERAL RULE OF
CtyNtPETENCY-

8very person is cnmpetent to be a witness except as
otherwise provided In these rules. However, in civil actions and proceedings, with respect to an element of a

s^ of m:$ sor:;a: adopted J,^.2, tsss, r.^. 93496, 41.88 s^: t^
I
AN04OTAT14N9

Rs1`ate vf'Sturkoatch it. ,,d,rtther» Berrtth t'Yans, 5o' "^.

F.3d 559, 570 (7th Cir.2009). "['W}here state law pm.":
vides a federal court with the grounds for its decisioW:;
that court should ... apply state law restrictions on the "°
comgetencq ofwitnesses. The evidentiary standard in a".,
case .-, where both federal and state lawctaims are ii^I,,
voived[ 7. Is less certain. Districtcourts in this circuit
... have ... held that [FRE] 601, which creates a broad _
presumption of competency, applies to cases alteging"
both,federai and state law claims.' [1]f the rute .., re•
suits In two conilicting.bodies ofpriviiege law applyutg:
to the same piece of evidence in the We case,...
ruiefavQr3ng reception of the evidence should be ap=: ^^
plied' Accardingty; [we applYl Rule 601... to the
peteno of witnesses, at least insofar as the evidencie;^retates to any of the federal ciaims.° See also Rosenfefd

it. &qulat;78 F.3d 84,88 (2d Cir.1936) (applytngstate`
competency law in diversity case).
UA it. Bedotele, 913 F2d 782, 799 (10th Cir.1990)::.
"'A witness wholly without capacity is difficult to isDin,
gine. The question is one particularfy suited:to the jury
as one of weight and credibiiity, su*ct to judicial authotity to review the sufficiency of theevidenue.' "
At $00.r`1"here is no rule which excludes an insaae pej&
son as such, or a child of any specified age, from testl^;.^
Fyiing, but in each casethe traditional test is whetber^
the witness has intelligence. enough to make it worth•
whiie to hear him at all and.whether he feeis a duty to,,,
tell the truttt...."'

ti.S. it. Moreno, 899 F.2d 465, 469 (6th Cir.1990)."
"What ... is often confused, is that'eompetency' is
matter of status not ability. Thus, the only two groups of =
persons specifically rendered incompetent as wit-

nesses by the [ FMI ate judges ([ FRE1605) and jorors ([FREj 606)." (Internal quotes omitted.)
U.S. v. Rornare, 884 F.Supp.126;127 (S,D.N.Y.1995)..
'Whether a witness Is competent to testify depends on'"
the indivtdual's ability to observe,.to remember, to com-"
munlcate, and to understand that the oath [tnpose"s a=
duty to tell the truth. Competency is usually an issue for'
the trier of fact"

Chair suggested that the Judicial Conference consider proposing a rule dealing with
waiver of attorney-client privilege and work product, in order to limit these rising costs.
The Judicial Conference was urged to proceed with rulemaking that would:
•

protect against the forfeiture of privilege when a disclosure in discovery is
the result of an innocent mistake; and

•

permit parties, and courts, to protect against the consequences of waiver by
permitting disclosures of privileged information between the parties to
litigation.
This new rule has two major purposes:
1) It resolves some longstanding disputes in the courts about
the effect of certain disclosures of communications or information
protected by the attorney-client privilege or as work product specifically those disputes involving inadvertent disclosure and
subject matter waiver.

2) It responds to the widespread complaint that litigation
costs necessary to protect against waiver of attomey-client privilege
or work product have become prohibitive due to the concern that any
disclosure (however innocent or minimal) will operate as a subject
matter waiver of all protected communications or information. This
concern is especially troubling in cases involving electronic
discovery. See, e.g., Hopson v. City ofBaltimore, 232 F.R.D. 228,
244 (D.Md. 2005) ( electronic discovery may encompass "millions of
documents" and to insist upon "record-by-record pre-production
privilege review, on pain of subject matter waiver, would impose
upon parties costs of production that bear no proportionality to what
is at stake in the litigation") .

FEDERAL RULES OF EVIDENCE
PRIVILEa6s
FRE414-501

(3) contact between any part of the defendant's
body or an object and the genitals or anus of a child;
(4) contact between the genitals or anus of the defendant and any part of the body of a child;
(5) deriving sexual pleasure or gratification from
the Infliction of death, bodily injury, or physical pain on
a chiid;or
(6) an attempt or conspiracy to engage in conduct
described in paragraphs (1)-(5).
See iebekd Caagrealoml Dianualou to PRS 414, p.1140.
Source of FRS 414: As adaphd Sept 13, 1994, P.L 103JTZ, c320935(a),
108 Stat Z135, eff, July 9,1995.
ANNOTATIONS

U.S. v. J(Celly, 510 F.3d 433, 437 (4th Cic2007).
"[Elven if a prior conviction qualifies for admission
under [ FRE] 414, evidence of that conviction may
nonetheless 'be excluded if its probative value is substantially outweighed by the danger of unfair prejudice'
to the defendant. In applying the [FRE] 403 balancing
test to prior offenses admissible under Rule 414, a dis=
trict court should consider a number of factors, including ji) the similarity between the previous offense and
the charged crime, (ii) the temporal prosimity between
the two crimes, (tii) the frequency of the prior acts,
(iv) the presence or absence of any Intervening acts,
and (v) the reliability of the evidence of the past offense." See also U.S. v. Sunmeage, 575 F.3d 864, 877
(8th:Cir2009); U.S. v. Beatley, 561 F.3d 803, 815 (8th
Cir2009).
U.S. V. Samner,119 F.3d 658, 661 (8th Cir.1997). See
annotation under FRE 413, p. 944.
U.S. v. Meacham, 115 F.3d 1488, 1492 (10th Cir.
1997). "The language of Rule 414 does not address the
question of staleness. ... The historical notes to the
rules and congressional history. lndicate there is._no
time limit beyond which prior sex offenses by a defendant are inadmissible."
FRE 415. EVIDENCE OF SIMILAR
ACTS IN CIVIL CASES CONCERNING
SEXUAL ASSAULT OR CHILD
MOLESTATION
(a) in a civil case in which a claim for damages or

other relief is predicated on a party's alleged commission of conduct constituting an offense of sexual assault or child molestation, evidence of that pariy's commission of another offense or offenses of sexual assault
or child molestation Is admissible and may be considered as provided in Rule 413 and Rule 414 of these
rules.

(b) A party who intends to offer evidence under
this Rule shall disclose the evidence to the party
against whom it will be offered, including statements of
witnesses or a summary of the substance of any testimony that is expected to be offered, at least fifteen days
before the scheduled date of trial or at such later time
as the court may allow for good cause.
(c) This rule shall not be construed to limit the admission or consideration of evidence under any other
rule.
See uleekd Coopeniooal Dinvasion to rRB 415, p.1140.
Source of FR6 415: As adapted Sept 13,1994, PJ. 103aE2, ¢320935(a),
108 Stat 2135, elf. July 9,1995.
ANNOTATIONS

Seeley v. Chase, 443 F.3d 1290, 1294 (10th Cir.
2006). "This court has not addressed at length the requirements for admitting prior sexual assault testimony under [FRE] 415. We have, however, discussed
these requirements in the context of [FRE] 413, which
covers admission of prior sexuai assaults In the context
of a criminal trial. At 1295: Although we have not specifically stated that a district court must follow these
procedures when applying Rule 415, we have stated
that courts must'make a reasoned, recorded statement
of its [FRE] 403 decision when it admits evidence under [FREs] 413415.' Moreover, we have noted that
Rule 413 and Rule 415 are 'companion' rules. As such,
... a district court must follow the same procedure for
determining whether evidence 7s admissible under
Rule 415 as it would when admitting evidence under
Rule 413." See alto annotation under FRE 413, p. 944;
Johnson o. Elk Lake Sch. Diat., 283 F.3d 138, 143-44
(3d Cir2002).
ARTICLE V. PRIVILEGES
FRE 501. GENERAL RULE

Except as otherwise required by the Constitution of
the United States or provided by Act of Congress or in
rules prescribed by the Supreme Court pursuant to
statutory authoritq, the privilege of a witness, person,
govemment, State, or political subdivision thereof shall
be governed by the principles of the common law as they
may be interpreted by the courts of the United States in
the light of reason and experience. However, In civil actions and proceedings, with respect to an element of a
claim or defense as to which State law supplies the rule
of decision, the privilege of a witness, person, governnlent, State, or political subdivision thereof shall be detenslined in accordance with State law.

subject matter. If the request is refused, the
person may move for a court order, and Rule
37(a)(5) applies to the award of expenses.
A previous statement Is either.
(t) a written statement that the person has
signed or otherwise adopted or approved+or
(11) a contemporaneous stenographic, mechanical, electrical, or other recording-or a transcription of it-that recites substantially verbatim the person's
oral state,ment.
(4) 7Flal Pheparadonr Bxpe.it&
(A) F.zpert Who May.Testify A party may depose
any person who has been Identified as an
expert whose opinions may be presented at
trial. If Rule 26(a)(2)(B) requires a report
from the espert, the deposition may be oonducted onlyafter the report is provided:
(B) F.xpert BmployeQOnly for 7I•ial Prepmntion
Ordinarily, a party may not, by interrogatorles or deposition, discover facts known or
opinions held byan experttvho has been retained or specially employed by another
party In anticipation of litigation, or to prepare for trial and who is not expected to be
called as a witnessat trial. But a party may
do so only.
(1) as provided in Rule 35(b); or
(li) on showing exceptional circumstances
under which it is impracticable for the
party to.obtain facts or opinions on the
same subject by other means.
(C) Payment Unless manifest Injustice would
result, the court must require that the party
seeking discovery:
(I) pay the expert a reasonable fee for time
spent in responding to discovery under
Rule 26(b)(4)(A) or (B); and
(11) for discovery under (B), also pay the
other party a fair portion of the fees and
expenses It reasonably incurred In obtaining the expert's facts and opinions.
(5) ClaLning Priollege or Protecting ?HalPrepanaNon Materlala.
(A) lnformation, Withheld When a party withholds information otherwise discoverable

by claiming that the information is privileged or subject to protection as trial-preparation material, the party must
(1) expressly make the claim; and
(ii) describe the nature of the documents,
communications, or tangible things not
produced or disclosed--and do so in a
manner that, without revealing information itself privileged or protected,
will enable other parties to assess the

claim.
Information Prodnced If information produced in dist•overy Is subject to a claim of
privilege or of protection as trial-preparation material, the party making the claim
may notify any party that received the information of the claim and the basis for it After being notified, a party must promptly return, sequester, or destroy the specified
information and any copies it has; must not
use or disdose the Information until the
claim is resolved; must take reasonable
steps to retrieve the information if the party
disclosed It before being notified; and may
promptly present the information to the
court under seal for a determination of the
ciaim. The producing.party must preserve
the information until the daim is resolved.
(c) Protective Orders.
(1) In GeneraL A party or any person from whom
discovery is sought may move for a protective
order In the court where the action Is pend-

ing-or as an alternative on matters relating to
a deposition, In the court for the district where
the deposition will be taken.'Ihe motion must
include a certification that the movant has in
good faith conferred or attempted to confer
with other affected parties in an effort to resolve the dispute without court action. The
court may, for good cause, issue an order to
protect a party or person from annoyance, embarrassment, oppression, or undue burden or
expense, including one or more of the following:
(A) forbidding the disdosure or discovery;
(B) specifying terms, Including time and place,
for the disclosure or discovery;

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
TEXAS RULE OF EVIDENCE 511
Rule 511. Waiver by Voluntary Disclosure
(a)

General Rule
A person upon whom these rules confer a privilege against disclosure waives the
privilege if:
the person or a predecessor of the person while holder of the privilege voluntarily
(1)
discloses or consents to disclosure of any significant part of the privileged matter unless
such disclosure itself is privileged; or
the person or a representative of the person calls a person to whom privileged
(2)
communications have been made to testify as to the person's character or character trait
insofar as such communications are relevant to such character or character trait.

(b)

Lawyer-Client Privilege and Work Product; Limitations on Waiver
Notwithstanding paragraph (a), the following provisions apply, in the
circumstances set out, to disclosure of a communication or information covered
by the lawyer-client privilege or work-product protection.
Disclosure made in a federal or state proceeding or to a federal or
(1)
state office or agency; scope of a waiver. - When the disclosure is made in a
federal or state proceeding of any state or to a federal or state office or agency of
any state and waives the lawyer-client privilege or work-product protection, the
waiver extends to an undisclosed communication or information only if:
(A)

the waiver is intentional;

(B)

the disclosed and undisclosed communications or
information concern the same subject matter; and

(C)

they ought in fairness to be considered together.

Inadvertent Disclosure in State Civil Proceedings. - When made in a
(2)
Texas state proceeding, an inadvertent disclosure does not operate as a waiver if
the holder followed the procedures of Tex. R. Civ. P. 193.3(d).
Controlling Effect of a Court Order. - A disclosure made pursuant to
(3)
an order of a state court of any state that the privilege or protection is not waived
by disclosure connected with the litigation pending before that court is also not a
waiver in any Texas state proceeding. A disclosure made in litigation pending
before a federal court that has entered such an order is likewise not a waiver in a
Texas state proceeding.

(4)
Controlling Effect of a Party Agreement. - An agreement on the effect
of disclosure in a state proceeding of any state is binding only on the parties to the
agreement, unless it is incorporated into a court order.
Comment
The addition of Rule 511(b) is designed to align Texas law with Federal Rule 502, which was
enacted in 2008 and which governs only lawyer-client privilege and work-product waivers.
Consequently, Rule 511(b) addresses only those waiver issues addressed in Federal Rule 502.
As the phrase "in the circumstances set out" in the first sentence of Rule 511(b) makes clear,
Rule 511(b) governs only certain types of waiver issues regarding the lawyer-client privilege and
work-product. The failure to address in Rule 511(b) other waiver issues and waiver issues
regarding other privileges or protections is not intended to affect the law regarding those other
issues, privileges or protections.
Rule 511(b) does not govern whether an inadvertent disclosure of privileged matter constitutes a
waiver. An inadvertent disclosure that is made in the course of state civil discovery is governed
by Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 193.3(d). An inadvertent disclosure that is made in a Federal
proceeding or to a Federal office or agency is governed by Federal Rule 502(b).
Rule 511(b) intentionally does not define "work product." It is anticipated that courts will apply
the definition of "work product" applicable at the time. See, e.g., TEx. R. CIV. P. 192.5 (defining
"work product" for civil cases), and Pope v. State, 207 S.W.3d 352, 357-363 (Tex. Crim. App.
2006) (addressing "work product" in criminal case).
Rule 511(b) provides the rule of decision governing the effect disclosures made to offices or
agencies of any state, and to disclosures, orders, or agreements made in proceedings pending in
courts of any state.

2

Report of AREC ReQarding Proposed Amendment
to Tex. R. Evid. 511
On September 19, 2008, the President signed into law S. 2450, which adopted
new Fed. R. Evid. 502. Even before the adoption of Fed. R. Evid. 502, AREC was
working on a draft of a Texas Rule of Evidence that would adopt the same principles
embodied in Fed. R. Evid. 502. Transmitted with this report is the result of that work, a
proposed new Tex. R. Evid. 511(b), modeled on Fed. R. Evid. 502.
In its comment accompanying the federal rule, the Advisory Committee on
Evidence Rules states that the federal rule has two purposes:
1) It resolves some longstanding disputes in the courts about the effect of certain
disclosures of communications or information protected by the attorney-client
privilege or as work product - specifically those disputes involving inadvertent
disclosure and subject matter waiver.
2) It responds to the widespread complaint that litigation costs necessary to
protect against waiver of attorney-client privilege or work product have become
prohibitive due to the concern that any disclosure (however innocent or minimal)
will operate as a subject matter waiver of all protected communications or
information. This concern is especially troubling in cases involving electronic
discovery. See, e.g., Hopson ^r, City of 8affimore, 232 F.R.D.. 226., 244 (D.Md,
2005) (electronic discovery may encompass "millions of documents" and to insist
upon "record-by-record pre-production privilege review, on pain of subject matter
waiver, would impose upon parties costs of production that bear no
proportionality to what is at stake in the litigation").
See Fed. R. Evid. 502 advisory committee note. In proposing a parallel rule for Texas,
the Committee has kept these same purposes in mind, and proposes the rule to further
those same goals. In addition, the Texas rule implements that portion of the federal rule
which states that "[n]otwithstanding Rules 101 and 1101, this rule applies to State
proceedings," and "notwithstanding Rule 501, this rule applies even if Sate law provides
the rule of decision." Fed. R. Evid. 502(f).
The Committee recommends that the new rule be added to what is presently
Tex. R. Evid. 511. To accomplish this, we have taken what is presently Rule 511 and
made that subpart (a), and have added the new proposed rule as subpart (b). We have
changed the caption of Rule 511 from "Waiver of Privilege by Voluntary Disclosure" to
"Waiver by Voluntary Disclosure." Subpart (a) - which is exactly the same language
that is contained in the current Rule 511 - would be titled "General Rule," and the new
subpart would be titled "Lawyer-Client Privilege and Work Product; Limitations on
Waiver."
To a large extent, we adopted the language of the federal rule. The most
significant issue we had to face was whether the rule should apply (a) to disclosures

made only to Texas offices or agencies or also to disclosures made to other states'
offices or agencies and (b) to disclosures, orders or agreements in litigation pending
only in Texas state courts, or also to those made in other state courts (the federal rule
already requires that we are governed by disclosures, orders, or agreements made to or
in federal offices, agencies, or courts). The unanimous view of the Committee was that
the Texas rule should take the broader form, as this was far more consistent with both
of the goals (discussed above) of the rulemaking. Thus, the rule we have proposed is
intended to provide Texas courts with the rule of decision governing the effect of
disclosures made to offices or agencies of any state, and to disclosures, orders, or
agreements made in proceedings pending in courts of any state.
We are not aware of any other state having adopted or proposed a rule that
parallels Fed. R. Evid. 502. Thus, in drafting the rule, we did not have the benefit of any
other state's experience. We did, however, have the benefit of the extensive record of
the drafting and public comment involved in the adoption of Fed. R. Evid. 502.

Rule 511. Waiver by Voluntary Disclosure
(a)

General Rule
A person upon whom these rules confer a privilege against disclosure waives the
privilege if:
the person or a predecessor of the person while holder of the privilege voluntarily
(1)
discloses or consents to disclosure of any significant part of the privileged matter unless
such disclosure itself is privileged; or

the person or a representative of the person calls a person to whom privileged
(2)
communications have been made to testify as to the person's character or character trait
insofar as such communications are relevant to such character or character trait.
(b)

Limitations on Waiver

Notwithstanding paragraph (a),.the following provisions apply to privileges recognized by these rules
or to the protection that Texas law provides for tangible material (or its intangible equivalent) under
Tex. R. Civ. P. 192.5.
[Alternative]
Notwithstanding paragraph (a), the following provisions apply to disclosure of a communication or
information privileged by these rules or covered by the work-product protection.
Disclosure made in a federal or state proceeding or to a federal or state
(1)
office or agency; scope of a waiver. - When the disclosure is made in a federal or
state proceeding of any state or to a federal or state office or agency of any state and
waives the privilege or protection, the waiver extends to an undisclosed

communication or information only if.
(A)

the waiver is intentional;

(B)

the disclosed and undisclosed communications or
information concern the same subject matter; and

(C)

they ought in fairness to be considered together.

(2) Inadvertent Disclosure in State Civil Proceedings. - When made in a
Texas state proceeding, an inadvertent disclosure does not operate as a waiver if the
holder followed the procedures of Tex. R. Civ. P. 193.3(d).

(3) Controlling Effect of a Court Order. - A disclosure made pursuant to an
order of a state court of any state that the privilege or protection is not waived by
disclosure connected with the litigation pending before that court is also not a

waiver in any Texas state proceeding. A disclosure made in litigation pending
before a federal court that has entered such an order is likewise not a waiver in a
Texas state proceeding.

(4) Controlling Effect of a Party Agreement. - An agreement on the effect
of disclosure in a state proceeding of any state is binding only on the parties to the
agreement, unless it is incorporated into a court order.
Comment
The addition of Rule 511(b) is designed to align Texas law with Federal Rule 502. One
difference between this Rule and the Federal Rule, which was enacted in 2008, is that the Federal
Rule governs only lawyer-client privilege and work-product waivers.

Rule 511(b) does not govern whether an inadvertent disclosure of privileged matter constitutes a
waiver. An inadvertent disclosure that is made in the course of state civil discovery is governed
by Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 193.3(d). An inadvertent disclosure that is made in a Federal
proceeding or to a Federal office or agency is governed by Federal Rule 502(b).
Rule 511(b) intentionally does not define "work product." It is anticipated that courts will apply the
definition of "work product" applicable at the time. See, e.g., TEX. R. Civ. P. 192.5 (defining
"work product" for civil cases), and Pope v. State, 207 S.W.3d 352, 357-363 (Tex. Crim. App.
2006) (addressing "work product" in criminal case).
Rule 511(b) provides the rule of decision governing the effect disclosures made to offices or
agencies of any state, and to disclosures, orders, or agreements made in proceedings pending in
courts of any state.
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TEXAS RULES OF EVIDENCE
ARTICLE V. PRIYILEOES
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TRE 511. WAIVER OF PRIVILEGE BY
VOLUNTARY DISCLOSURE

A person upon whom these rules confer a privilege
against disclosure waives the privilege it
(1) the person or a predecessor of the person while
holder of the privilege voluntarily discloses or consents
to disclosure of any significant part of the privileged
matter unless such disclosure itself is privileged; or
(2) the person or a representative of the person
calls a person to whom privileged communications
have been made to testify as to the person's character
or character trait insofar as such communications are
relevant to such character or character trait
See ComarenOrrfer, "Waiver of objections & prtvtleges; ch. 6-A,
425.3, p 395; HofLman, flrrae Raler ofBofdence Baadbook (9th ed 2009-10),
p.528.
Historyof TRE S11(dv8): Amended eff. Mar. 1,1998, by otder of Feb. 25,
1998 (96g S.W.2d (TezCasesl Iti). Amended eff. Now. 1,1984, by order of June
25,1984 (669-70 S.W1d (7ex.Casesl mvii): Numbers (1) and (2) were added;
the words"unkss such disdosure itsdf is privileged, or (2) he or his representative ra8s a person to whom privileged communications have been made to
testify as to his character or a trait of his dutrseteti Insofar as such communicationa are retevant to such character or character trait" irere added; the tast
sentence was deleted. Adopted etG Sept I, 1983, by order of Nov. 23, 1982
(641-42 S.W.2d (Te:.Cases 11). Sounx See UniL R 8vid. 510 (1980).

Axelson, Inc. o. Mcllhany, 798 S.W.2d 550, 553-54
(Tex.1990). "[D] resists discovery based on the attorney-client privilege under [TRE] 503(b) and the work
product privilege under [TRCP 166b(3), now TRCP
192.51. Since there was evidence thatthe investigation
was disclosed to the FBI, IRS, and the Wall Street Journal, the court of appeals properiy held that these privileges had been waived."
Jordan v. 4th Ct. ofAppeals, 701 S.W2d 644, 649
(Tex.1985). "If the matter for which a privilege is
sought has been disclosed to a third party, thus raising
the question of waiver of the privilege, the party asserting the privilege has the burden of proving that no
waiver has occurred."
In re Nlcks, 252 S.W.3d 790, 794 (Tex.App.Houston [14th Dist] 2008, orig. proceeding). "An assignment of rights and daims does not automatically
include a waiver of attorney-client privilege unless specifically stated in the language of the assignment" See
also In re General Agents Ins. Co., 224 S.W.3d 806,
814 (Tex.App.-Houston [14th Dist] 2007, orig. proceeding).

ANNOTATIONS

In re Bexar Cty. Crtm. Dist. Atty's 0fflce, 224
S.W.3d 182, 189 (Tex.2007). "Although the DAs Office
turned over its prosecution Hle without objection,
which waived the work-product privilege as to the file's
contents, the record is devoid of any indication that by
doing so the DA likewise enlisted Its current and
former personnel to testify in [P's] suit regarding their
case materials and related impressions and communications. The DA's waiver here is limited, not limitless,
and agreeing to produce a prosecution file does not in
itself require the DA to produce its personnel so that
their mental processes and related case preparation
may be further probed."
In re Ford Motor Co., 211 S.W.3d 295, 301 (Tex
2006). "The privilege to maintain a document's confidentiality belongs to the document owner, not to the
trial court ... Mistaken document production by a court
employee in violation of a court-signed protective order
cannot constitute a party's voluntary waiver of confidentiality. ... No matter how many people eventually
[see] the materials, disclosures by a third-party,
whether mistaken or malevolent, do not waive the privileged nature of the information. This principle should
apply with particular force when documents are entrusted to a court."

TRE 512. PRIVILEGED MATTER
DISCLOSED UNDER COMPULSION
OR WITHOUT OPPORTUNITY
TO CLAIM PRIVILEGE

A claim of privilege is not defeated by a disclosure
which was (1) compelled erroneously or (2) made without opportunity to claim the privilege.
See Hoffman, re.mi Rdes of Boldau+e Handbook (91h ed. 2009-10),
p. 536.

Hlstory of TRE 512 (civil): Amended eR Mar.1,1996, by order of Feb. 25,
1998 (960 S.W.2d (TesCasesi liI). Adopted eH. Sept 1, 1983, by order of Now.
23,1982 (641-42 S.WZd [TeLCases[ 1). Sowcm 11niL R Evfd. 511 (1980).

TRE 513. COMMENT UPON OR
INFERENCE FROM CLAIM OF
PRIVILEGE; INSTRUCTION

(a) Comment or Inference Not Permitted. Except as permitted in Rule 504(b)(2), the claim of a
privilege, whether in the present proceeding or upon a
prior occasion, is not a proper subject of comment by
judge or counsel, and no inference maybe drawn therefrom.
(b) Claiming Privilege Without Knowledge of
Jury. In jury cases, proceedings shall be conducted, to
the extent practicable, so as to facilitate the making of
claims of privilege without the knowledge of the jury.
(c) Claim of Privilege Against Sel[ Incrimination In Civil Cases. Paragraphs (a) and (b) shall not
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(2) asserts a specific privilege for each item or
group of items withheld.
(c) Exemption. Without complying with paragraphs (a) and (b), a party may withhold a privileged
communication to or from a lawyer or lawyer's representative or a privileged document of a lawyer or lawyer's representative(1) created or made from the point at which a party
consults a lawyer with a view to obtaining professional
legal services from the lawyer in the prosecution or defense of a specific daim in the litigation in which discovery is requested, and
(2) concerning the litigation in which the discov
ery is requested.
(d) Mollege not waived by production. A party
who produces material or Information without intending to waive a claim of privilege does not waive that
daim under these rules or the Rules of Evidence ifwithin ten days or a shorter time ordered by the court,
after the producing party actually discovers that such
production was made-the producing party amends
the response, identifying the material or information
produced and stating the privilege asserted. If the producing party thus amends the response to assert a
privilege, the requesting party must promptly return
the specified material or information and any copies
pending any ruling by the court denying the privilege.
=Hearing and Ruling on Objections and
Assertions of Privilege.
(a) Hearing. Any party may at any reasonable time
request a hearing on an objection or claim of privilege
asserted under this rule. The party making the objection or asserting the privilege must present any evidence necessary to support the objection or privilege.
The evidence may be testimony presented at the hearing.or affidavits served at least seven days before the
hearing or at such other reasonable time as the court
permits. If the court determines that an in camera review of some or all of the requested discovery is necessary, that material or information must be segregated
and produced to the court in a sealed wrapper within a
reasonable time following the hearing.
(b) Ruling. To the extent the court sustains the objection or claim of privilege, the responding party has
no further duty to respond to that request. To the extent
the court overrules the objection or claim of privilege,
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the responding party must produce the requested material or information within 30 days after the court's ruling or at such time as the court orders. A party need not
request a ruling on that party's own objection or assertion of privilege to preserve the objection or privilege.
(c) Use of material or tnformation withheld
under claim of prioilege. A party may not use--at any
hearing or trial--material or Information withheld
from discovery under a claim of privilege, including a
claim sustained by the court, without timely amending
or supplementing the party's response to that discovery.
M Amending or Supplementing Responses
to Written Discovery.
(a) Duty to amend or supplement. If a party
learns that the party's response to written discovery
was incomplete or incorrect when made, or, although
complete and correct when made, is no longercomplete
and correct, the party must amend or supplement the
response:
(1) to the extent that the written discovery sought
the identification of persons with knowledge of relevant
facts, trial witnesses, or expert witnesses, and
(2) to the extent that the written discovery sought
other infortnation, unless the additional or corrective
information has been made known to the other parties
in writing, on the record at a deposition, or through
other discovery responses.
(b) 9Tme and form of amended or supplemental
r+esponse. An amended or supplemental response must
be made reasonably promptly after the party discovers
the necessity for such a response. Except as otherwise
provided by these rules, It is presumed that an amended
or supplemental response made less than 30 days before
trial was not made reasonably promptly. An amended or
supplemental response must be in the same form as the
initial response and must be verified by the party if the
original response was required to be verified by the
party, but the failure to comply with this requirement
does not make the amended or supplemental response
untimely unless the party making the response refuses
to correct the defect within a reasonable time after it is
pointed out.
Failing to Timely Respond-Effect on
Trial.
(a) Exclusion of evidence and exceptions. A
party who fails to make, amend, or supplement a discovery response In a timely manner may not introduce

(4) the expert's mental impressions and opinions
formed or made in connection with the case in which
discovery is sought, and any methods used to derive
them;
(5) any bias of the witness;
(6) all documents, tangible things, reports, models,
or data compilations that have been provided to, reviewed by, or prepared by or for the expert in anticipation of a testifying expert's testimony,
(7) the expert's current resume and bibliography.
(f) Indemnity and lnsuring agreements. Except
as otherwise provided by law, a party may obtain discovery of the existence and contents of any indemnity or
insurance agreement under which any person may be
liable to satisfy part or all of a judgment rendered in the
action or to indemnify or reimburse for payments made
to satisfy the judgment- Information concerning the indemnity or insurance agreement is not by reason of
disclosure admissible in evidence at trial.
(g) Settlement agreeraents. A party may obtain
discovery of the existence and contents of any relevant
portions of a settlement agreement. Information concerning a settlement agreement is not by reason of disclosure admissible in evidence at trial.
(h) Statements of persons with knowledge of
relevant facts. A party may obtain discovery of the
statement of any person with knowledge of relevant
facts-a "witness statement"-regardless of when the
statement was made. A witness statement is (1) a written statement signed or otherwise adopted or approved
in writing by the person making it, or (2) a stenographic, mechanical, electrical, or other type of recording of a witness's oral statement, or any substantially
verbatim transcription of such a recording. Notes taken
during a conversation or interview with a witness are
not a witness statement. Any person may obtain, upon
written request, his or her own statement concerning
the lawsuit, which is in the possession, custody or control of any party.
(1) Potential parties. A party may obtain discovery of the name, address, and telephone number of any
potential party.
(J) Contenttons. A party may obtain discovery of
any other party's legal contentions and the factual
bases for those contentions.
EM Limitations on Scope of Discovery. The
discovery methods permitted by these rules should be
^ :;. :
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limited by the court if it determines, on motion or on its
own Initiative and on reasonable notice, that:
(a) the discovery sought is unreasonably cumuiative or duplicative, or Is obtainable from some other
source that is more convenient, less burdensome, or
less expensive; or
(b) the burden or expense of the proposed discov.
ery outweighs its likely benefit, taking Into account the ;
needs of the case, the amount in controversy, the par :.;
ties' resources, the importance of the Issues at stake In:;
the litigation, and the importance of the proposed dis-.:<,
covery in resolving the Issues.
Work Product.
(a) Work product detvted Work product corn= .;:;
prises:
(1) material prepared or mental impressions deve6,
oped in anticipation of litigation or for trial by or for a
party or a party's representatives, including the party'e,
attorneys, consultants, sureties, indemnitors, insurers;'
employees, or agents; or
(2) a communication made In anticipatioii of
gation or for trial between a party and the party's repne-'
sentatives or among a party's representatives, Inciud-:ing the party's attorneys, consultants, sureties;;,
indemnitors, insurers, employees, or agents.
(b) Protection of work producl.
(1) Protection of core work pnoduct--attomey '.:.
mental processet Core work product-the work producl,'
of an attorney or an attorney's representative that con^
tains the attorney's or the attorney's representative*`5
mental impressions, opinions, conclusions, or legal;.?V
theories-is not discoverable.
(2) Protection of other work product Any other;'•
work product is discoverable only upon a showing that4
the party seeking discovery has substantial need of the
materials in the preparation of the party's case and that: .
the party is unable without undue hardship to obtain
the substantial equivalent of the material by other-"a
means.
(3) Incidental disclosun of attorney mental p!o;i
cesses. It is not a violation of subparagraph (1) if discio-:-";
sure ordered pursuant to subparagraph (2) incidentelly
discloses by inference attorney mental processes othet'',^`
wise protected under subparagraph (1).
(4) Limiting disclosure of mental processes•6 jV8
court orders discovery of work product pursuant to.sud;^
paragraph (2), the court must-insofar as possible!'_"
,

^

protect against disclosure of the mental impressions,
opinions, conclusions, or legal theories not otherwise
discoverable.
(c) Bxcepttona. Even if made or prepared in anticipation of litigation or for trial, the following is not
work product protected from discovery.
(1) information discoverable under Rule 192.3
concerning experts, trial witnesses, witness statements, and contentions;
(2) trial exhibits ordered disclosed under Rule 166
or Rule 190.4;
(3) the name, address, and telephone number of
any potential party or any person with knowledge of relevant facts;
(4) any photograph or electronic image of underiying facts (e.g., a photograph of the accident scene) or a
photograph or electronic image of any sort that a party
intends to offer into evidence; and
(5) any work product created under circumstances
within an exception to the attorney-client privilege in
Rule 503(d) of the Rules of Evidence.
(d) Privilege. For purposes of these rules, an assertion that material or infonnation is work product is
an assertion of privilege.
tlM Protective Orders.
(a) Motiom A person from whom discovery Is
sought, and any other person affected by the discovery
request, may move within the time permitted for response to the discovery request for an order protecting
that person from the discovery sought. A person should
not move for protection when an objection to written
discovery or an assertion of privilege is appropriate, but
a motion does not waive-the objection or assertion of
privilege. If a person seeks protection regarding the
time or place of discovery, the person must state a reasonable time and place for discovery with which the
person will comply. A person must comply with a request to the extent protection is not sought unless it is
unreasonable under the circumstances to do so before
obtaining a ruling on the motion.
(b) Onder. To protect the movant from undue burden, unnecessary expense, harassment, annoyance, or
invasion of personal, constitutional, or property rights,
the court may make any order in the interest of justice
and may--among other things-order that
(1) the requested discovery not be sought in whole
or in parh,

(2) the extent or subject matter of discovery be
limited;
(3) the discovery not be undertaken at the time or
place specified;
(4) the discovery be undertaken only by such
method or upon such terms and conditions or at the
time and place directed by the court;
(5) the results of discovery be sealed or otherwise
protected, subject to the provisions of Rule 76a.
Definitions. As used in these rules(a) Written discovery means requests for disdosure, requests for production and inspection of documents and tangible things, requests for entry onto property, interrogatories, and requests for admission.
(b) Possession, custody, or control of an item
means that the person either has physical possession
of the item or has a right to possession of the item that
is equal or superior to the person who has physical possession of the item.
(c) A testifying expert is an expert who may be
called to testify as an expert witness at trial.
(d) A coasulting expert is an expert who has been
consulted, retained, or specially employed by a party in
anticipation of litigation or In preparation for trial, but
who is not a testifying expert.
Comments to 1999 change:
1. While the scope of diacwery Is quite broed, It Is nevertheless connned
by the subject matter of the eaae and reasonable expectations of obtaining Infortoation that will aid resolution of the dispute. The rule muit be mad and ap.
ptied In that context. See In ro Mcerican Optical Corp., 988 &W.2d 711
(TeL1998) (per wrfam); i-Mmt a Saneanon, 937 S.W2d 429 (rei.1996) (per
curlam); Di!!®d Dept SGons n. Hall, 909 S.W.2d 491 (Se.a.1999) (per auiem);
Tkraco, Inc. o. Sandermn, 898 S.W2d 813 ('Itz1995) (percuriam); loltin a
Mmfln, 776 S.W.2d 145,148 (Te:1989).

2. 71te,deHnitton of documents and tangible things has been revised to
darify that thinga rekrvant to the subject matter of the action are within the
scope of discovery regardless of their form.
3. Rule 192.3(c) makes discoverable a"brief statement of each Identified
person's connection with the ease."Thia provision does not contemplate a nar
rative datement of the facta the person knows, but at most a few words deeacb
Ing the penon'e identity as relevant to the lawruit For iortnnce:'treating plryaictan," "eyewttnea; "chief financial offieer; 'dlnxtor," "ptalntiffs mother
and eyewitness to accident" The rule Is Intended to be comisbent with Aretmn
o. MJthany,798 SW.2d 50 (Tez1990).
4. Rule 192.3(g) does not suggest that settlement agreements in other
cates are relevant or Irrelevant.
5. Rule 1923Q) makes a partys legal and faemal contentions discoverable
but does not require more than a bak statement of thore contentions and does
not requtre a marshaling of evidena.
6. The sections In former Rule 166b concerning land and medical records
are not Included In this rWe. They remain within the scope otd4coarry and are
discussed in other ndea.
7. The courts power to llmit dircovery hreed on the needs and circumstances of the can Is espresaly stated In Rule 192.4. The provision Is taken
from Rule 26(b)(2) of the Federal Rules of Ctvii Procedure. Court: ahoutd tlmit
discovery under this rule only to prevent unwarranted delay and expense as
O'CONNOR'i T6XAY RYLr38 857

One remaining issue is whether we want to take up the question of selective waiver that
the feds did not. Here's a good summary of some of the issues which can be found at
http://federalovidence.com/node!177
The circuits are divided on whether a selective waiver rule should apply, with most circuits
rejecting the selective waiver doctrine. See Zn re: Qwest Communications International
inc., Securities Litigation, 450 F.3d 1179 (10th Cir. 2006) (discussing circuit split)
(reviewed in 3 FED. EVID. REV. 885 (July 2006)). Because this Issue Is likely to come up
again, It Is useful to review recent developments on this issue.
The Initiai request for the Judicial Conference to consider and propose reform legislation
concerning the attomey-dient privilege inciuded a request for a proposal which would °aiiow
persons and entitles to cooperate with government agencies by turning over privileged
information without waiving all privileges as to other parties in subsequent iitigation.° See
Letter of House Judiciary Committee Chairman James Sensenbrenner, J r. to Ralph
Mecham, Director, Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (dated Jan. 23, 2006).
The Advisory Committee on Evidence Rules considered the following selective waiver
language:
"(c) Selective waiver. - In a federal or state proceeding, a disclosure of a communication or
information covered by the attorney-client privilege or work product protection - when made
to a federal public office or agency in the exercise of Its regulatory, Investigative, or
enforcement authority - does not operate as a waiver of the privilege or protection In favor of
non-governmental persons or entities. The effect of disciosure to a state or local government
agency, with respect to non-govemmentai persons or entities, is governed by applicable state
law. Nothing In this rule limits or expands the authority of a government agency to disclose
communications or information to other government agencies or as otherwise authorized or
required by law."

The Draft Advisory Committee Note explained the purpose of the provision:
°Subdivision (c): Courts are In conflict over whether disclosure of privileged or protected
information to a government agency conducting an investigation of the client constitutes a
general waiver of the information disdosed. Most courts have rejected the concept of'seiectJve
waiver,' holding that waiver of privileged or protected Information to a government agency
constitutes a waiver for all purposes and to all parties. See, e.g., Westinghouse Electric Corp.
v. Republic of the Philippines, 951 F.2d 1414 (3d Or. 1991). Other courts have held that
selective waiver is enforceable if the disclosure Is made subject to a confidentiaiity agreement
with the government agency. See, e.g., Teachers Insurance & Annuity Association of America
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