COURTS OF APPEALS
Analysis of 1981 Activity

Prior to September 1, 1981, the 14 courts of
appeals exercised intermediate appellate jurisdic-
tion in civil cases only. On September 1, the
courts also began hearing intermediate appeals in
criminal cases pursuant to a constitutional amend-
ment adopted in 1980 and implementing legislation
enacted in 1981. Pursuant to this legislation, 24
justices were added to the 51 the courts had prior
to September 1, for a total of 75 for the last
four months of 1981. (Three additional justices
will join the courts on September 1, 1982, and one
on January 1, 1983.) Six of the courts have three
justices each. The sizes of the others range up
to the 12 justices on the Dallas Court. Each
court has geographical jurisdiction in a supreme
judicial district.

Civil rases filed in all of the courts of
appeals during 1981 increased 8.0 percent over
1980 and were 45.5 percent higher than the ten-
year average. More new civil cases were filed in
1981 than in 1980 in all hut the Texarkana, Beau-
mont, Eastland, and Tyler courts. OfF the courts
with increased civil filings, the First Court, in
Houston, experienced the largest percentage
increase--20.9 percent (51 cases) and the Dallas
Court had the largest increase in actual number of
civil filings--58 cases. The Dallas Court contin-
ued to receive more new civil filings than any
other court--497 compared to the average of 202
per court. Tne two courts in Houston, each of
which have jurisdiction of the same geographical
area, received a total of 637 new civil cases, 71
cases (12.5 percent) more than in 1980.

Criminal Cases Increase Docket Activity

Senate Bill 265 of the &7th Legislature, which
implemented the constitutional amendment confer-
ring jurisdiction of criminal cases on the courts
af appeals, directed the Court of Criminal Appeals
to transfer to the courts of appeals on which new
judgeships were created up to 75 cases per new
justice. Accordingly, on September 1, 1981, 1,637
cases were transferred to eight courts of appeals.
In addition, from September 1 through December 31,
3,321 criminal appeals from the trial courts in
the respective supreme Jjudicial districts were
filed in the courts of appeals. These criminal
case filings for the last four months of 1981 were

104

higher than the number filed in the Court of
Criminal Appeals for any previous calendar year.
Total new cases reaching the dockets of the courts
of appeals during 1981 (filed from the trial
courts or transferred from the Court of Criminal
Appeals) were 7,788, 297 percent more than the
2,621 civil cases filed in 1980. S.B. 265
increased the number of justices on these courts
by 47 percent.

In 1981, the courts of appeals disposed of
3,407 cases, 38.6 percent more than the 2,457

Figure 3. COURTS OF APPEALS
Cases filed, disposed and pending 1972-1981
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disposed of in 1980. A total of 3,016 opinions
were written hy the courts of appeals in 1981,
39.0 percent more than the 2,170 written in 1980.
The rourts of appeals reversed, at least in part,
the decision of the trial court in 18.9 percent of

the cases disposed of, conpared to 23.5 percent in
1980.

Pending Civil Cases Rise

At the end of 1981, 1,954 civil cases were
pending on the dockets of the courts of appeals,
16.8 percent more than the 1,672 pending on Decem-
ber 31, 1980. Of those civil cases pending Decem-
ber 31, 1981, %6.4 percent had been on the docket
less than & months, 26.4 percent from 6 to 12
months and 7.1 percent more than 12 months.

The average lapse of time between the filing
of a civil case in a court of appeals and its
disposition ranged from 4.5 months in the Eastland

Court to 9.3 months in the Tyler Court. The
average for all courts was 6.9 months, slightly
longer than the 6.4 months during 1980. A case is
considered "submitted" to a court when the court
hears oral argument, or when the case is referred
to the justices for formal consideration when no
oral argument is heard. The average lapse of time
from the submnission of a case to the court and its
disposition ranged from one-half of a month in the
Fort Worth Court to 5.2 months in the Texarkana
Court. The average for all courts was 2.2 months,
as compared with 1.6 months in 1980.

While the 14 courts of appeals operate to a
large extent as autonomous courts in specific
geographical areas, some egualization of the
dockets occurs by transfer of cases amorg the
courts by order of the Supreme Court pursuant to
Article 1738, V.T.C.5. The Supreme Court trans-
ferred 371 civil cases and 434 crimipal cases in
1981, compared with 241 civil cases transferred in
1980.

Figure 4. COURTS OF APPEALS
Cases filed . disposed and pending 1981
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Figure 5. COURTS OF APPEALS
Workloads and cases transferred 1981
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COURTS OF APPEALS
1981 Statistics (Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CIVIL CASES APPEALED

Harris
Dallas
Bexar
Travis
Tarrant
El Paso
Nueces
Jefferson
Lubbock
Galveston
Webb
Midland
Brazoria
Cameron
Hidalgo
McLennan
Bel]
Brazos
Denton
Wichita
Bowle
Fottar
Taylor
Callin
Fort Bend
Orange
Ector

dim Wells
Grayson
Johnson
Kerr
Randa I |
Gregq
Montqomery
Smith
Ellis
Hale
Maverick
San Patriclo
Victoria
Angelina
Duval
Matagorda
Rusk
Gonzales
Guadalupe
Harrison
Madl son
MI lam
Morris
Nacogdoches

476
448
184
153
141
89
84
50
45
36
36
33
32
31
27
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San Auqustine

Walker
Waller
Burleson
Caldwel |
Comal
Eastland
Falls
Henderson
Hopkins
Jasper

Tom Green
Bastrop
Brooks
Cooke

Deaf Smith
Franklin
Hays

Hunt

McMul 1en
Medina
Nolan

Pale Pinto
Parker

Val Verde
Wood

Cass
Chambers
Cherokee
Colllngsworth
Coryell
Fannin
Fayette
Frio

Gray
Hardin
Hill
Kleberg
Leon
Montague
Pecos

Polk

Red River
San Jaclinto
Throckmorton
Upshur

Wi lllamson
Anderson
Austin

Bee

Brown

L O B O I - - . - TN - T - - S~ - S - S S S S BT S S T R, S B S IS B e W e )W o s W s W @, B W o T T o SR B R |

Callahan
Co leman
Colorado
Gaines
Houston
Howard
Hutchinson
Kaufman
Kimble
Lee

Live Oak
Panola
Refuqio
Van Zandt
Wharton
Winkler
Wise
Yoakum
Archer
Atascosa
Bailey
Bandera
Bosque
Calhoun
Cochran
Comanche
Dawson
Delta
Dimmit
Freestone
Grimes
Hall
Hansford
Jackson
JIm Hoag
Jones
Kinnay
Lamb

Li berty
Limestone
Llano
Marion
Moore
Navarro
Ochl ltree
Parmer
Robertson
Sabine
Shelhy
Starr
Terry

L T T o L R Y Y Y T IRV RV

BORRORNORNONON RN RN NN

BOMNOROR R RN NN

MR RN NN N NN

Tyler
Uvalde
Washington
Wi lson
Young
Andrews
Brewster
Burnet
Castro
Childress
Clay
Concho
Cottle
Crane
Crockett
Erath
Fisher
Foard
Goliad
Hami | ton
Hardeman
Hartlay
Haskel |
Hood
Hudspeth
Jack
Kendal |
King
Lavaca
Lynn
Mitchel |
Mot lay
Newton
Ol dham
Real
Reeves
Rockwal |
San Saba
Schleicher
Scurry
Shackelford
Sherman
Stephens
Swisher
Titus
Trinity
Ward
Wheeler
Zapata
LZavala
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COURTS OF APPEALS
1981 Statistics (Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CRIMINAL CASES APPEALED

Harris 1065 Hopkins 8 Deaf Smith 3 Ward
Dallas 715 Shelby 8 Erath 5 Wise
Tarrant 138 Bowie 7 Gray 3 Andrews
Bexar 113 Montgomery 7 Hutchinson 3 Aransas
Nueces 64 Mavarro 7 Karnes 3 Brooks
Jetferson 61 No lan 3 Lampasas 5 Camp
Potter 60 Randal | # Liberty 3 Co leman
El Paso 56 Williamson il Live Oak 3 Coma |
Galveston 54 Atascosa 6 Matagorda 3 Culberson
Travis 50 Kieberg 6 Milam 3 Don ley
Cafl lahan 43 Rusk 6 Mitchell 3 Fayette
Lubbock 45 Terry 6 Ochiltree 3 Franklin
Gregg 4z Van Zandt ¢} Po Ik 3 Frio
Bell 58 Webb 6 Walker 3 Gonzales
Mclennan 35 Wood 6 Anderson 2 Hansford
Taylor 32 Brown 5 Angelina 2 Hartley
Brazoria 31 Eastland 5 Bandera 2 Haskel |
Collin 26 Fannin 5 Brewster 2 Hood

Fort Bend 26 Henderson 5 Crane 2 Howard
Brazos 25 Houston 5 Duval 2 Hudspeth
Macogdoches 24 Hunt 5 Falls 2 Jack
Midiand 2z Jackson 5 Fisher 2 Jasper
Smith 22 Jim Wells 5 Gr imes 2 Johnson
Wichita 21 Kerr 5 Guadalupe 2 Kinney
Hidalao 20 Wilson 5 Harrison 2 Leon
Grayson 18 Ca lhoun 4 Kaufman Z Marion
Orange 18 Cass 4 McCul loch 2 Red River
Ha le 16 Cooke 4 Madison 2 Reeveas
Lamar 13 Coryell 4 Maverick 2 Robartsan
San Patricio 13 Dallam 4 Montague 2 Runnels
Denton 12 Hi Il 4 Moore 2 Stonewal |
Freestone 12 Hock | ey 4 Morris 2 Titus
Tom Green 12 Limestone 4 Panola 2 Trinity
Victorla 12 Upshur 4 Pecos 2 Tyler
Parkear i Val Verde 4 San Jacinto 2 Wi lbarger
Willacy 10 Austin 3 Scurry 2 Zapata
Patlo Pinto 9 Bastrop 5 Starr 2

Ector 8 Bee 3 Wal ler 2

— e e s s et e b et e o b e mmd e b el e e e e o e s e o o o S e k. s ek = BRI R

112



