SUPREME COURT
Analysis of 1981 Activity

The Supreme Court of Texas is the highest state
caurt for civil appeals and promulgates the rules
of civil procedure for the courts of the state.
It is composed of the Chief Justice and eight
Justices.

The nunber of applications for writs of error
filed in the Supreme Court during 1981 increased
slightly from 1980. A total of 876 applications
were filed, compared to 842 in 1980 -- an increase
of 4 percent, but 20 percent hicher than the ten-
year average of 731,

Regular Cause Filings Increase

In 1981, 123 new "regular causes" -- primarily
cases in which the Court hears oral argument and
delivers an opinion -- reached the docket, com-
pared to 116 in 1980 and the ten-year average of
107.  New civil mandamus matters decreased from
130 in 1980 to 96 in 1981 (down 26 percent).

In 1981, the Supreme Court disposed of 70 per-
cent of the reqular causes docketed during 1981 or
carried over from 1980, compared to 75 percent in

Figure 1. SUPREME COURT
Cases filed, disposed and pending 1972-1981

1980. Eighty-one percent of the applications for
writs of error were disposed of during the year,
conpared to 83 percent during 1979.

The Oourt delivered 107 deciding opinions in
1981 compared to 123 in 1980 -- a decrease of 13
percent, A total of 149 opinions were written
(including Rule 483 per curiam opinions), an
average of 17 per justice, conpared to 20 in 1980,
The Supreme Court disposed of 860 applications for
writs of error from decisions of the courts of
appeals, carpared to 849 in 1980, for an average
of 96 per justice. Ten percent of the 860 appli-
cations were granted. Of the granted writs, the
caurts of appeals were reversed in 88 percent of
the cases, for an effective reversal rate of the
caurts of appeals of 9 percent.

Forty-nine regular causes were pending at the
end of 1981 -~ 7 more than at the end of 1980, and
12 cases more than the ten-year average. The num-
ber of applications for writs of error remaining
on the docket at the end of 1981 was 196 -- 9 per-
cent more than the 180 at the end of 1980, and 30
percent more than the ten-year average of 151.
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SUPREME COURT
1981 Statistics

I. REGULAR CAUSES *

On Docket Within the Year:

Carried over from 1980. . . . .(Pending under submission). . . . . . . . . . . 28

(Pending set for submission, in-

cluding motions for rehearing) . . . . . . . . 14
8y granted applications for writ of error . . . . . . . . . . . . .o\ . . .. 83
By granted motions for leave to file petitions for writ of mandamus. . . . . . 10
By dlrectappelaiiflled . oo o mmomocm on ome s s 8% 86 BN E S0 @ B 0 3 3
By granted' habeas corpus PIled « « v v v o v w s @ % o b o0 56 5 5 5 v v . 3
By certified giestion: « ¢ % v 00 5 0 5 6 § B8 5 5 4 om e v mm en e 1
By review of Court of Civil Appeals judgment under Rule 21C . . . . . . . . . 1
By Rule 483 (Texas Rules of Civil Procedure) . . . . . v v v v v v v v v v . v

Recomendations Tor suspensiontolr e, < « w. & w0 v a0 ¢ w0 5 %0 % @ % el S 0 %

FOTAE BN BREKET ¢ m & 50 6 57 5 58 8 05 % w9 2 v 165

Dispositions:
Judgments affirmed, or reformed, or modified and affirmed . . . .. . . . . . 17
Judgrents of Courts of Appeals reversed (or in part) and judgment of

trial court affirmed (or modified and affirmed) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Judgments reversed (or in part) and rendered (or inpart) .. . .. .. ... 8
Judgments of Courts of Appeals reversed (or in part)

and cdause remanded o trla) CoUTE & v v v 5 ik e v VB B e e e w e e e 21
Judgments of Courts of Appeals eversed (or in part) and cause

remanded 0 ENab Coult & v i 8 0 5 v 5 e W e o s mo e m e moa e i 15
Judgrents of Courts of Appeals reversed and rendered in part,

remanded in part; and affirmed inpart . . . . . . . . . . . . . o . . .. 4
Judgrents of courts below reversed and remanded in part, affirmed

DOPBEEE & i 5w wm s w o % ver m e W W W R % NE R W R R S B 2% B R E % 2

* "Regular Causes" are reported in a separate category because they are the cases which pass through most, if not all,
of the steps of the regular appellate decislon-making process. "Regular Causes" are casgs In which oral argument of
counsel in open court 1s recelved (unless walved) and In which the court's declsion is usually reported in a written
opinion. Most are reviewed In conference by the Supreme Court, before oral argument and decision, upon applicatlon for
writ of error, with three or more of the justices wotlng that the decision of the Court of Civil Appeals was erroneous
and that the writ tnerefore should be granted. A similar procedure is followed regarding petitions for orlginal man-
damus and habeas corpus, which become "Regular Causes™ only after review and wote in conference, Cases other than
"Regular Causes® Include such actlions as the court's rejectlon In conference of an applicatlon for wrlt of error or
application to flle a petition for original mandamus or habeas corpus. This category Is obvlously larger than that of
"Regular Causes.™
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SUPREME COURT
1981 Statistics (Continued)

I. REGULAR CAUSES (Cont'd)

Dispositions: (Cont'd)

Judgments of Courts of Appeals affirmed in part, reversed in part . . . .

Cause of action severed; judgment of Court of Appeals rendered
in part, reversed in part, and remanded in part . . . . . .
Cause of action served; judgment of Court of Appeals affirmed
in part, reversed and remanded in part. . . . . . . . . .
Causes dismissed asmoot . . . . . & v v v v v v e h e e e .
Review of Court of Appeals judgment under Rule 21C, T.R.C.P.
Certified question - disposition declined . . .. . . ...

Mandamus . . . . . . . . . . .+ . . . (Writs granted) . . .
(Writs dismissed) . . .

(Writs denied). . . . .

Direct Appeal. . . . « + v « + + (Judgment of trial court

(Judagment of trial court
Habeas Corpus. . . . . . . . . . . . . (Relator discharged) . .
Sub-Total., . . . . . . .

Cases Carried Over to 1982:

Under submission (includes cases on motion for rehearing. . . .
St FOr HUBMESSTON 1w v sor o iie ow im % 6% s m om0 & B 8

Sub=Total: &+ o @ v v & %

TETAL AN DOCKET, ¢ 5. & =
Causes Submitted in 1981:

] O U
Uh brdefs s 5 2 9 5 % 23 38 % % §3 83 &8 o5 £ o

TOTAL SUBMITTED . . .

II1. CASES OTHER THAN REGULAR CAUSES

A. APPLICATIONS FOR WRITS OF ERROR

On Docket:
Carried over from 1980 . . . & v & 4 v & 4 o v o v o o a e
Filed o 18BY 5 58 8% 68 3% 80 i @i i i @i ean o5

TETAL. & s = s = see w0 e

reversed).
affirmed).

- e B o

116

34
15




SUPREME COURT
1981 Statistics (Continued)

11, CASES OTHER THAN REGULAR CAUSES (Cont'd)

A. APPLICATIONS FOR WRITS OF ERROR (Cont'd)

Dispositions:

BUEREEA a0 o we o ome a0 om o t s w e g wen i W A R s N R D e e W At AR 1 86
RETUSEE % 3 6l 555 5 % 5 8 5 6 8 % s m oo moams s o m m e w G w e w G S e R e 4
Refused, No Reversible ETTOL . . . . v v v v v v v v e e e e e e e e e e e 626
Dismissed for want of jurisdiction . . . . . . . & ¢ v v v v v v v b e e e . 113
Dismissed by order of . thelCourh,. o 0 o o v v we o 0 & 6 & e o i w5 5 & & o & 15
Dismissed at petitioner's request . . & & & v v v 4 o 6 o o o o b e n e e . 15
Jaint mobion of parbies Lo QiSmiss o« s o ww e w5 w % v o ¥ 5 @ S s % 8 s b G 1

Sub-Total . . . . . .. . ... f60
Carried oVer 20/ 1982 & : w w s & 88 9% $8 58 £8 58 5% 5 35 G b o a e e 196

0 T 1,056

B. MANDAMUS - CIVIL

On DOCKEE:

GErricdiomer PRam OBl « v v son e v i % e Y B A S A A R B E 88 BB Bh o nE an 10
FRIB S0 T2 cn ewmi v miv e o 5 6 o6 S5 200 % 5 2 s B8 o5 8% 58 w6 24 96

1 O T 104
Dispositions:
GEAnEe & i 5 & 4 % S E B8 PR U 6 B R W E S E 5 R 8 see s e e e e b
HVETEUIET ) ¢ 56 % 8 ¥ 0 % 88 BN 59 20 S 5. 55 5 G e b e e e e e a9
Dismissed on relator's motion

Rismissed by order oF ENe BOUTE o . o ww e s oo w5 60 & e a6 @ 8 8 B & e 1

SUBSTOEEL. & 4 v % & cen m e o n ag
Carfion oaer Lo 1980 o wo e v s v s 55 00 @ % Bk § 3 5% £% B v Tai e s oL i

TOERE. & o wow w0« v v v JEE

C. HABEAS CORPUS

On Docket:

Carried over From T80 © & % 5 5 ¥ 50 8 6l 4 a2 e m e x cee ik e e e e % % e e 0
Eibgeh dn R8T £ iy B3 B35 5505 8 5 5 5 U o b e e st e e v a e e a e 17

TIRRAL: s & e o wox & v % G W e B 157




SUPREME COURT
1981 Statistics (Continued)

II. CASES OTHER THAN REGULAR CAUSES (Cont'd)

C. HABEAS CORPUS (Cont'd)

Dispositions:

Granted & & 3 @ % 5% % % & % U R RN E R 2R P PR SAI R R R Ry EE §

- h

Dentedic s % 4 @ s $ 0@ E @ ¥ % S % 8 BN VA DR B N T LS e E R g 1

TR PR
Corriedipyer o 1982 5 v i 4 &8 §5% i 806 F s s s By s v o3

o= |
O~

TFOTAL:. o s o oowe w ome = o 5 a5 6 a0 fa 1

~l

D. WRITS OF PROHIBITION
On Docket:
GCareiecover feom 1990 & 2 @ 8§03 8% 5 5.8 5 5 0 8 ory o om b S om s o d w4 8]
Fided Im 1981 & v v s v R AW R B R R e e e e s E o B
TOTAL & v v v v e e e a v e e 2

Dispositions:

Overtnted ¢ o v @ s % 8 W 3 @ MY B8 R BB E R e s R R R VSR s

N IN

5 I

E. WRITS OF INJUNCTION

On Docket:

PRI T8 TIBE o oo o wp moion = oo w i o 5 30 s ke d & DR R M W MR SR B R @ el R G E 6

Dispositions:

Granted'pendepte- JEEe ¢ & v o v Bl @ 3% &8 B4 ER SR VS YN G A S G Y E B E
VBEPULEE: o soe s s ot @ %t & 90 % W B AW % B R BB B B E SN W E R R R g @ w &

| 3
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SUPREME COURT
1981 Statistics (Continued)

On Docket:

II. CASES OTHER THAN REGULAR CAUSES (Cont'd)

F. MOTIONS

1. Motions for Rehearing of Causes

Carried over Tromy 1980 w o & w6 i v @ & W @ % & % = @ % & &% % & %

Filed in 1981 . . . .

Dispositions:

Grantfd » w » = % =
Overruled . .

Carried over to 198%2

TORAL. oo 5 90 & b & 10 »

Subr Total & & o a e«

s & & & 2 = s = & = * = = w = & & & ¥ & = = B = »

2. Motions for Rehearing of Applications for Writs of Error

On Docket:

Carried over from 1980 . . & v 4 4 v v 4 o 4 o o o & s o o o 5 o o o s

Filed in 1981 . . .

Dispositions:
Granted o o 0 5 ow »

Overvidled .. . . .

Digmissed ... . & .

Carried over to 1982

L . T T S S S T T R T S SR S T T T T T

TETAL wn o s % a0 w w4

. s e . P - - . I
R . . PR . e e [ . . .
. o e s s - . . L -

Sub Total . . . . . ..

I T T T T T T T T S S

THEERL s v % @ we e o %

11
85

38
296

307




SUPREME COURT
1981 Statistics (Continued)

II. CASES OTHER THAN REGULAR CAUSES (Cont'd)

F. MOTIONS (Cont'd)

3, Motions for Rehearing of Motion for Leave to File Petitions for Writs of Mandamus

On Docket:

Carried over from T9BD o 4 o 5 & %0 & 0 e 5 & 550 & & & 00 % 6 & & 9 = . w e s o K 3

Eiled In THBT o 5 o a o 5 & 5 @ o @ e i e 8 B0 F SR E R a0 e K e w5 w0 ow e m e om e 11
TOTAL 5 & % € % § @ & @ & & & % 14

Dispositions: -

Grantad . i 5 4 5 &% s % % 8 ¥ @ s e % e e R OE B Bl e ¥R W G e e 0

Overruled . . . . . . . GRS A R R R R R TR R UER W W W @ e W U W Sen R UED W G M o 3 5%

Gismizscsed gs mont o & 5 6 5 a e @ @A e R S W R R 8B ¥R ¥ W W R d d W w G 1
Stk TokaY o & 6 5 w0 5 e E e e o 14

Cartied GVET 0 TIBZ w o v o se0 & o s vwie w0 & % @ o m owlom om & omr & w8 4 4 % B e 0
TOFAE o 3 s v sov 5 s o o 8 & % i 14

4, Motions for Rehearing on Habeas Corpus
On Docket:
FA1Ed A0 NIBY. & o 5 6w ma % B o @ S G W o & 0w L ® Ger s D W e W gms % R @ el % 7

Dispositions:

Granterh & o o o s s oz 0 4w & mowow a e m im m mom e 8 e e w e e & e @ e
OVETTULED & o a oo v ¢ 8 o @ o & & 6. & & ¢ @ o W & # & = @ & 5% & 9 & 2 &% ¥ % 4

5, Miscellaneous Motions

Passed on by the Court in 1981
(includes Rule 21c, motions to dismiss, etc.) « = + « + ¢ s o 0 o 0 0 v o o

(923
im




SUPREME COURT
1981 Statistics (Continued)

Deciding Causes (includes one opinion which disposes of two causes)

III. OPINIONS DELIVERED BY THE COURT IN 1981

EORCURTIND i v e v s i W@ % 6% £8 50 570 550 5 % a e o s
DISSENbiAng i ¢ 50 % % & 75 5 0 a 5% S5 6k M om s ooe m oo w e w im
On motion for rehearing . . . . . v & & 4 v v v w w e e e .
Per Curiam on applications, motions, etc . . . . . . . . . . .

TRl e v a0 w e w v %

.

07

RECARPTTULATION

Cases Passed On During 1981

Regular causes determined by the Court in 1981 . . . . . . . .

Applications for writ of error determined in 1981 , . . . . .

Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of mandamus
involving civil cases determined in 1981 ., , . . . . . . .

Petitions for writs of habeas corpus determined in 1981
writs of prohibition and injunction determined in 19871 .

TOTAL NWMBER OF CASES PASSED ON BY THE COURT IN 1981 .

Mations Passed On During 1981

Motions for rehearing of causes determined by the Court in 1981 . . . .

Motions for rehearing of applications for writs of error determined in 1981

Motions for rehearing of motions for leave to file petitions for writ of
mangdamas determdned Inf 1981 & o 6 v s e n v u o vn v e e s w B

Motions for rehearing of habeas corpus determined in 1981 . . 25

Miscellaneous motions passed on by the Court in 1981 . . . . . .

TOTAL NUMBER OF MOTIONS PASSED ON BY THE COURT IN 1981

Matters Pending December 31, 1981

Reaular causes pending . « « o ¢ o s w0 v w0 e w5 o b
Applications for wifit of ertor . v v v w5 v 5w s
Motions for rehearing of causes . . . . . . . . . ..
Motions for rehearing of applications . . . . . . . . .
Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of mandamus

TOTAL NUMBER OF MATTERS PENDING DECEMBER 31, 1981,

.

T

116
Bal

196

9
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SUPREME COURT
1981 Statistics (Continued)

ACTION BY THE SUPREME COURT IN CASES FROM COURTS OF APPEALS ON WRITS OF ERROR GRANTED

Court Ct. App. Reversed, Reversed,

COURT of Reversed, Remand to Remand to Reversed TOTAL

AND Appeals Trial Ct. Court of Trial and FOR

LOCATION Af fimmed Af firmed Appeals Court Rendered Other COURT

FIRST, T3 1 1 6} Tich 8] 5
Houston

SECOND, 4.5 4 2 0 2.5 0 2
Fort Worth

THIRD, a5 1 4 5 1 0 11
Austin

F OURTH, 0 0 0 1 0 1 2
San Antonia

ELETH, 1 3 2 2 o 0 8
Dallas

SIXTH, 2 0 0 0 1 0 3
Texarkana

SEVENTH, 0 0 7% 0 0 0 3
Amarillo

E IGHTH, 1 2 0 3 0 0 [
El Paso

NINTH, 2 2.5 0 2.5 2 0 9
Beaunont

TENTH, Ha D 2 0] 1 1.5 0 8
Waco

ELEVENTH, 5 4 1 15 15 0 13
Eastland

TWELFTH, 0.5 1:5 1.5 1 1.5 1 7
Tyler

THIRTEENTH, 1 1 0 2 1 0 5
Corpus Christi

FOURTEENTH, 0 2 2 2 0 0 &
Houston

TOTAL 23.5 24 16.5 19.5 12:5 2 98




SUPREME COURT
1981 Statistics (Continued)

R

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CASES APPEALED

Harris
Dallas
Travis
Tarrant
Bexar
MNueces
Jefferson
Lubbock
McLennan
Fl Paso
Midland
Arazoria
Cameron
Galveston
Hidalgo
Howie
Denton
Wichita
Potter
Angelina
Webb
Brazos
Brown
Fort Bend
Greqgg
Live Dak
Marion
Montgomery
Parker
Ector
Jrange
Taylor
fee

Bell
Collin

134
103

e S e o = .t o. iy, B ™ |
QO 00 =wWbeE =D ®@u

F e VA LV IIS, T = LS S« S SO o A SR o s - e e

Culberson
Limestone
Rusk

San Patricio
Victoria
Dickens
Fastland
Grimes
Hardin
Henderson
Jasper
Lamb
Matagorda
Panola
Pecos
Randall
Robert son
Stephens
waller
Wise
Anderson
Austin
Bastrop
Cherokee
Coleman
Comal
Cooke
Dawson
Dimmit
Ellis
Edwards
Erath
Grayson
Guadalupe
Hamilton

T o T T N T S R N B N T T T N B B B B " LY. RV A

Hill

Jim Wells
Jnes
Lavaca
Madison
Medina
Morris
Nacogdoches
Newton
Runnels
Stonewal l
Tyler

val Verde
Young
Aransas
Archer
Atascosa
Bailey
Bandera
Bosque
Burnet
Childress
Coke
Colorado
Crockett
Coryell
Dallum
Deaf Smith
Delta
Dewitt
Fannin
Fayette
Freestone
Gl asscock
Goliad

MORON

RS T L R

ka3 _ao=a R ORI BRI RN ORI M MY BRI

S S S i I P )

Gray

Hans ford
Hardeman
Harrison
Hays

Hood
Houston
Hunt

Jack

Jim Hoag
Johnson
Kau fman
King
Kinney
Liberty
Maverick
Menard
Milam
Moore
Mavarro
Ochiltree
Polk

Red River
Refugio
San Augustine
San Jacinto
Tom Green
Upshur
Upton

Van Zandt
Ward
wWinkler
Williamson
Wy
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