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JUDICIAL COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
MEETING MINUTES 

April 17, 2015 – 10:02 a.m. 
Texas Association of Counties 

 
I. Call to Order  

Justice Simmons called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. 
 
JCIT Members: 
Chair, Justice Rebecca Simmons 
Vice-Chair, Bob Wessels 
Honorable David Escamilla  
Honorable Woody Gossom Jr. (phone) 
Roland K. Johnson (phone)  
Honorable Brian Quinn (phone)  
Dean Stanzione (phone) 
Dennis Van Metre   (phone)                                                                                                                     
Ed Wells (phone) 
  
JCIT Liaison Members:  
Miles Brissette (phone)  
Randy Chapman 
Honorable Judy Crawford (phone)  
Honorable Annie Elliott (phone) 
Doug Gowin (phone)  
Honorable Blake Hawthorne 
Honorable Dan Hinde 
Honorable Laura Hinojosa (phone) 
Tracy Hopper 
Gary Hutton  
Honorable Steve King (phone) 
Honorable Nancy Rister 
Sian Schilhab 
David Slayton 
Michelle Spencer 
Honorable John Warren (phone) 
Honorable Sheri Woodfin (phone) 

   
Others in attendance: 
Amelia Balderama, iDocket 
Tammy Carter, File and Serve Express 
Terry Derrick, Tyler Technologies (phone) 
Cissie Flores, Xerox 
Nicole Gelinas, Ez Messenger 
Bobby Gutierrez, Travis County 
Victor Jauregui, Travis County 
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Freddie Jenkins, Office of Attorney General 
Brandy Knight, PCP USA 
Brian McGrath, Tyler Technologies 
Rod Napier, Office of Attorney General 
Steve Schenk, ProDoc 
Mark Schwartz, One Legal 
Brad Weems, Williamson County 
Tara Williams, PCP USA 

       Honorable Kevin Yeary, Court of Criminal Appeals 
     
Office of Court Administration Staff: 
Casey Kennedy, Director, Information Services 
Thomas Sullivan, Deputy Director, Information Services 
 
 

II. Approval of Minutes –  January 23, 2015 
Motion to approve the minutes was made by Judge Gossom with a second by Dean 
Stanzione. Motion carried. 

        
 

III. Committee/Workgroup Reports 

A. eFileTexas Program Update 
Brian McGrath provided an update on the eFileTexas program status.  Mr. 
McGrath stated that Bowie and Wood County Courts will come online by the end 
of April, which will cover all courts required to eFile by January 2016. 
 
Justice Simmons asked what will be included in the Tech Standards version 2.1, 
and Casey Kennedy responded that it is the next set of standard changes.   Mr. 
Kennedy asked if there are any sticking points expected in the final 
implementation phase, since it will be the largest number of courts to be 
implemented.  Mr. McGrath stated that they do not expect any problems.  The 
biggest issue will be setting up payments which takes 3 to 6 weeks. 
 
There was discussion about how the Civil Case Information Sheet and whether or 
not it should be a separate filing or not.  
 

B. Criminal Rules 
Justice Simmons discussed Criminal eFiling rules.  Committee has been working 
on draft rules, which have been circulated.   Hidalgo must offer permissive 
criminal eFiling by September 2015.   Tried to use as much language as possible 
from the Civil eFiling rules and incorporated criminal terminology The rules will 
need to be reviewed by the Court of Criminal Appeals rules advisory committee.   
Once the rules are approved by CCA, they will do a joint order with the Supreme 
Court implementing the rules.   CCA will be out of session in June, but they will 
be in communication with each other.  Blake Hawthorne stated that the Supreme 
Court will not have any conferences in July, but they will have four in June and 
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two in August. Hidalgo County would like to have the new rules in place by July 
so they can work thru the kinks in August.   
 
There was discussion about some changes that may be need to be made to the 
rules in the future, in regards to sensitive data.  
 
A motion was made by Bob Wessels to forward the rules to CCA with the 
comments included.  Randy Chapman seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Next week, Justice Simmons will send a letter to Sian Schilhab with the draft 
rules and notes on the points that need further work, and Mr. Kennedy will 
provide a timeline for approval. 
 

C. Public Access to Court Records 
 
Mr. Kennedy briefed the group on public access.  The current eFiling contract has 
public access option in it.  The public access group thinks this is a good model to 
use for Texas.   There are three options for getting data into the system (API to 
upload from local case management system, Clerks enter data manually, have the 
EFM send the data to the portal).   
 
Need to have a registration process for users to use, to limit data-mining.    
 
For counties that have hosting solution today, they would likely interface with the 
public access portal.  For counties without a hosting solution, the state could 
provide a rudimentary document management system for providing data for 
public access.   Some counties already have 3rd party hosting systems in place 
today, so they would continue to do so in the future.  
 
Justice Simmons said that attorneys would want a system that looks like a single 
system (even though the data would come from multiple sources behind the 
scene).  Attorneys are pushing for public access now that they are eFiling.   She 
would like the group to put together a framework and timeline to implement 
public access.  She would also like the group to find some volunteer counties to 
pilot the model, by September.  Mr.  Kennedy will work with Tyler to identify 
some different sized counties to serve as pilots.  
 
There could be tiered type of access (for sensitive data).  The work group needs to 
look at this.  The Supreme Court may need to change their rules for sensitive data.  
 
Action Item:   The workgroup needs to put together a report that outlines 
recommendations for how to proceed with a Texas model of public access.   They 
need to circulate the report by July 1 to the whole JCIT, and have discussion about 
the document at the August JCIT meeting, with a plan to pilot in September. 
Things the group needs to look at are access levels, a model fee schedule, and 
timeline for implementation.  
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Mr. Slayton said that Ted Wood can advise the committee on the statutory 
framework of fees. 

  
Action Item:  Send a survey to county clerks asking how much money is brought 
in from fees for accessing documents. 

              

IV. Survey Results 
Mr. Kennedy reviewed the public access survey results with the committee.  Clerks 
provided 156 responses (out of 478 clerks statewide).   There were more than 4,000 
attorney responses.  
 

V. Old Business    
a. Legislative Initiatives – Court Technology Related 

Mr. Slayton pointed out some bills that the committee members might be 
interested in.  The bills are SB 1970 – which looks to increase electronic filing 
fee, HB 1813 – mandating electronic filing in Cameron County, HB 1826/SB 
814 – electronic filing waiver citations in family law cases , and HB 2822/SB 
1116 – changes statute to allow court staff to issue notices electronically. 

 
VI. Open Discussion    

 
Justice Simmons adjourned the meeting at 12:12 p.m. 
 
Next meeting:    August 7, 2015 
            Texas Association of Counties    


