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THE STATE OF TEXAS § IN THE 182ND DISTRICT COURT
V&, ) § OF HARRIS COUNTY, TEYAS
VICENTE EDDIE MATTA § JANUARY TERM, i. D., 2615

Members of the Jury:

The defendant, Vicente Eddie Matta, stands charged by
indictment with the offense of capital murder, allegad to have
been committed on or about the 7th day of January, 2013, in
Rarris County, Texas. The defendant has pleaded not guilty.

A person commits the offense of murder if he intentionally or
knmwingly cauasss the death of an individual.

A person commits the offense of capital wmurder if he
intentionally commits murder, as hereinbefore defined, in the
course of committing or attewpting to commit the offenss of
robbery. Robbery ig a felony.

A person conmits the offensé of robbery if, in the course of
committing theft, as that term is hereinafter defined, and with
intent to obtain or maintain control of property of another, he:

(1} intentionally or knowingly causes bodily injury to

anopther; or

(2) intentionally or knowingly threatens or places another in

fear of imminent bodily injury or death.

"In the course of committing theft® means conduct that ocours
in an attempt to commit, during thel commisagion, or in the

immediate £light after the attempt or commission of thefc.




"Attempt" to commit an offense woours if, with specific
intent to commit an offense, a person does an act amounting to
more than mere preparation that tends, but féils, to effect the
commission of the offense incended.

"Theft" iz the unlawful appropriation of property with intent
to deprive the owner of property.

"Appropriation® and ‘appropriate", as those termz are uged
herein, means to ascquire or chexwise exarcige control over
property other than veal propexty. Appropriation of property is
cunlawful if it is without the owner's effective consent.

"Property” as used hevein means tangilble or intangible
personal property or documents, including money, that represents
or embodies anything of value. ‘

“RDeprive" means to withhold property from the owner
permanently or for so extended a period of tims that a ] o
portion of the value or enjoyment of the property is logt to the
ownex,

"Effective consent' means assent in fact, whether eXpress or
appaxent, and includes consent by a person legally authorized to
act for the owner. Consent is not effective if induced by
deception or cecercion,

"Owner” means a person who has title to the Property,
possession of property, or a greater right to poasession of the
property than the actor.

"Possession” means actual care, custedy, control, or

management of the property.



"Bodily injury" méans physical pain, 4llness, or any
impairment of physical condivien.

*S8erious bpodily injury' means bodily injury that creétas a
substantial risk of death or that causes death, serious permanenc
disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function
of any bodily member or argan..

The definition of intentionally relative to the offense of
capital murder is as follows:

A person acts intentionally, or with intent, with regpect o
a result of his conduct when it iz his conscious objective or
desire to causelthe result.

The definitions of intentionally or knowingly relative to the
offense of murder are as follow:

A person acts intentionally, or with intent, with respect to
a vesult of his conduct when it ie his conscious ohiectiva or
desire to cause the result.

A person achts kaowingly, or with knowledge, with ragpaect to a
result of his conduct when he is aware that his coﬁdumt is
reagsonably certain to cause the result.

The definitions of intentionally and knowingly relative to
the offense of robbery are as follow:

A person acts intentionally, or with intent, with respect to
the nature of his conduct or to a result of his conduct when it
is his conscicus objective or desire to engage in the conduct ox
cause the vesult.

A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to

the nature of his conduct or te circumstances surrounding his




conduct when he is aware of the naturs of his conduct or that the
circumstances exist. A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge,
with respect to a result of his conduct when he is aware that his
conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.

Before you would be warranted in finding the defendant quilty
of capital murder, you must find from the evidence beyond a
reasonable doubt not only that on the eccasion in guestion the
defendant was in the course of committing or attempting to commit
the ﬁelény offense of rabhery of Al Dehghani, as alleged in this
charge, bhut also that the defendant specifically intended to
cause the death of Al Dehghani, by atriking Al Dehghani with an
unknown object; or by stabbing Al Dehghani with an unknown
object; or by stabbing Al Dehghani with a blade object; or by
applying pressure and force to the throat or neck of Al Dehghani,
with an unknown ohject; or by applying pressure and force to the
thfaat or neck of Al Dehghani with the defendant’s hand, and
unless you so £ind, then you camnot convict the defendant of the
offense of capital murder.

Now, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt
that on or about the 7th day of January, 2013, in Harris County,
Texas, the defendant, Vicente Eddie Matta, did then and there
unlawfully, thle in the course of committing ovr attempting to
commit the robberxy of Al Dehghani, intentionally cause the death
of Al bPehghani by striking Al Dehghani with an unknown object; or

If you £ind from the evidence beyond a reasocnable doubt that
onn or abeut the 7th day of January, 2013, in'Harris Counky,

Texas, the defendant, Vicente Bddie Matta, did then and there



unlawélxj.ly while in the course of comnitting or atbempting to
commit the robbery of Al Debhghani, intentionally vause the death
of Al Dehghani by stabbing Al Dehghani with an unknown object; or
If you find from the &vi&enc& bayend a reasonable doubt that
on or about the 7th day of January, 2013, in Harris County,
Texas, the defendant, Vicents Eddie Matta, Qdid then and there
unlawfully while in the course of committing or attempting to
commit the robbexy of Al mahghahi, intentionally cause the death
of Al Dehghani by stabbing Al Dehghani with a blade object; or
If you find from the evidence beyond a reagonable doubt that
on or aboub the 7th day of January, 2013, in Harrig County,
Texas, ths defendant; Vicente Bddie Matta, did then and there
unlavfully while in the course of committing or attempting to
commit the xobbery of Al D&hghéni, intentionally cause the death
of Al Dehghani by applying pressurse and force to the throat or
neck of Al Dehghani with an unknown cbject; or
. IE you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that
on or about the 7th day of January, 2013, in Harris County,
Texas, the defendant, Vicente Eddie Matta, did then and there
unlawfully while in the course of committing or attempting to
commit the rdbbery of Al Dehghani, intentiocnally cause the death
of Al Dehghani by applying pressure and force to the throat or
neck of Al Dehghani with the defendant’s hand, then vou will find
the defendant guilty of capital murder, as charged in the

indictment.




Unless you so find from the evidence beyond a reasonable

doubt, or i1f you have g reagonable doubt thereof, you will acguit

the defendant and say by your wverdict "Not Builty.®



Voluntary intoxication does not constitute a defense to the
commigsion of a crime, *Intoxication® means disturbance of '
wental or physlcal capacity resulting from the introduction of

any substance inte the body.



Our law provides that a defendant may tesa::ify'_ in his own
behalf if he elects to do so. This, however, is a right accorded
a defendant., and in the event he elects not to vestify, that fact
cannot be taken as a circumstance against him.

In this case, the defendant has elected nob to testify and
You are instructed that you cannot and must not refer Lo oy
allude to that fact throughout your deliberations or take i1t into
consideration for any purpose whatscever as a clreumstance

‘against: him,



You are furbther instructed that ;f there is any evidence
before you in this case regarding the defendant's committing an
alleged offense or offenses other than the offense alleged
against him in the indictment in this case, you cannot consider
such evidence for any purpose unless you find and believe beyond
a yaasonable doubt that the defendant committed such other
offense orx offenses, if any, and even then you may only consider
the same in determining the ﬁotive, opportunity, intent,
preparation, p;an, knowledge, identity, or absence of mistake or
accident of the defendant, 1if any, in coonection with the
offense, if any, alleged against him in the indictment and for no

other purpose.



A Grand Jury indictment is the wmeans wheveby a defendant is
brought to tyial in a felony prosecucion. It igs not evidence of
guilt nox can it be considered by you in passing upon the
question of guilt of the defendant. The burden of proof in all
criminal cases yests upon the State throughout the trial and
never shifts to the defendant.

All perxsons are presumed toe be inneccent and no person may be
convicted of an offense unless each element of the offense is
proved beyond a reascnable doubt. The fact that he has been
arrested, confined, or indicted fcr; or otbtherwise charged with
the cffense gives rise to ne inference of guilt at his trial,
The law does not require a defendant to prove his innocence. or .
proeduce any evidence at all. The preﬂumption of innocence alone
is sufficient to acquit cthe defendant, unless the jurers are
satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt of the defendant's guilt
after careful and impartial consideration of all the svidence in
the case.

The prosecution has the burden of proving the defendant
guilty and it must do so by proving each and every element of the
vffense charvged beyond a x&aﬂogable doubt and {f it fails teo do
g0, you mugt acguit the defendant,

It is not reguired that the prosecution prove guilt bevond
all possible doubt; it is reguired that the prosecution's proof
excludes all reascnable doubt concerning the defendant's guilt.

in the event vou have a reasonable doubt as to the

defendant's guilt after considering all the evidence before vyou,



and these instructions, vyou will acguit him and say by vour
verdict "Not Guilby,®

You are the exclusive judges of the facts proved, of the
credibllity of the witnesses and the waight to be given their
testimony, but the law you shall receive in these written
instructions, and vou must he governe& thereby,

After you retire to the jury room, you should select one of
your members as your Forxeperson, 1t is his or her duty ta’
praside at your deliberations, vete with you, and when vyou have’
unanimously sgrzed upon a verdict, to certify to your verdict by
uaing the appropriate form attached hersto and signing the same
as Foreperson, |

During your deliberations in this casg, you must not
consider, discuss, nor relate any matte;ﬁ not in evidence before
you. You should not consider nor menticn any personal knowledge
or information you may have about any fact or person connected
with this case which is not shown by the evidence.

No one has any authority to communicate with you gxcept the
officer who has you in charge. After you have retired, you may
communicate with this Court in writing through this officer. Any
communication relative to the cause must be written, prepared and
signed by the Foreperson and wshall be submitted to the court
through this.cffiaer. Do not attempt to talk to the officer who
has yvou in charge, or the attorneys, or the Court, or anvone else
concerning any guestions you may have.

Your sale duty at this time ia te determine the. guilt ox

innocence of the defendant under the indictment in this cause and




restyict your deliberations solely to the issue of guilt or

innocence of the defendant.

Following the arguments of counsel, vou will retire to

conglider your verdict.

Hayne ia, Judge Presiding
182nd Ristrict Court
Harris County, TEXAS
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VERDICT

"We, the Jury, find the defendant, Vicente Eddis Matta, not

guilty.

Foraparson of the Juxy

(Please Print) Foreperson

"We, the Jury, find the defendant, Vicente Eddie Matta,

guilty of capital murder, as charged in the indictment.?

"FILED Torinl) e

gpﬂsnﬂmi Foreperson of %hé;ghry
Bintle ‘ )
AN YA 6, 201 MEUEM L. ::’:)me&-;

{Please Print}) Poreparson

Times, XEiRiris Lount

By Dapsny




