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Change in Cases Added, FY 18 to 19

Supreme Court 0.4% Court of Criminal Appeals

Courts of Appeals t 1% District
Statutory County 1% Constitutional County
Justice 5% Municipal
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New Civil Cases Filed in the Trial Courts, 2019

Municipal Civil/Administrative [N 36%
Debt I 5%
Landlord/Tenant I 16%
Civil Rel. to Crim. Cases [l 5%
Small Claims Il 4%
Injury or Damage M 4%
Tax 1Ml 3%
All Other Civil 1l 3%
Other Contract M 2%
Real Property 0 1%

More than

new cases filed

Appeals from Lower Courts 1%
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New civil case filings increased at every trial court level except municipal

courts.
0202 HEL
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Change in New Civil Cases Filed in District and County Courts

From Previous Year

Overall
Consumer/Commercial/Debt
Civil Related to Criminal Matters
Injury/Damage - Motor Vehicle
Tax

Other Civil

Other Contract

Other Real Property

Other Injury/Damage

Eminent Domain

Medical Malpractice

Other Product Liability

Other Professional Malpractice

Product Libility - Asbestos/Silica

-15%

-32%
-3%
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8%
37%

9%
0%
0%
25%
18%
9%
42%
10%
13%

5-Year
25%
88%
2%
47%
-7%
5%
43%
51%
14%
150%
22%
-40%
-16%
-52%




Change in New Civil Cases Filed in Justice and Municipal Courts

From Previous Year 5-Year
Debt Claim 36% 162%
Landlord/Tenant 7% 16%
Small Claims 0.4% 8%
Municipal -3% -19%
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Debt cases have increased to historic
levels in the justice and district courts
and comprise almost half of county
court at law and justice court civil
caseload.

Debt Cases as % of Courts’ Civil Caseload, 2019

19%
46%

District Courts County Courts at Law
47%
County Courts Justice Courts
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64,117

County Courts




Injury/damage cases involving a motor vehicle have increased significantly, primarily in
the district courts, where there has been a 70% increase in the last 5 years.

Motor Vehicle Cases
as % of Courts’ Civil
Caseload, 2019

19%

Other than Motor Vehicle

District Courts 13.!622 I 1%

11%

County Courts at Law
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Family
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New Family Cases Filed in the Trial Courts, 2019

Title IV-D 23%

Divorce - No Children 18%
Post-Judgment IV-D 15%
More than

Divorce - Children 15%

Other Parent-Child 10%
new cases filed

Post-Judgment Other 10%

All Other Family

5%

Protective Orders (No Divorce) 3%
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The number of new family cases filed declined in 2019.

90,561

Post-judgment
modification/enforcement
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Change in New Cases Filed

Divorce - Children

Divorce - No Children
Parent-Child (No Divorce)
Child Protection
Termination Parental Rights

Adoption
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From Previous Year

-4%

-1%

-8%

-7%

-9%

3%

5-Year

-6%

2%

-46%

15%

-7%

8%




Change in New Cases Filed

Protective Orders (No Divorce)
IV-D (Child Support)

All Other Family Law

Post Judgment - Modification

Post Judgment - Enforcement

Post Judgment - IV-D

Overall
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From Previous Year

10%
-7%
0.6%
2%
-0.5%
-9%
-4%

5-Year

23%

21%

8%

6%

-6%

12%

4%




After 6 years of growth in child protection The percentage of plaintiffs/petitioners

cases, filings were down in 2019. who were self-represented at the time of
filing a case has steadily grown, reaching
40% in 2018 and 2019.

40%

26%

Consistent with national study conducted by
National Center for State Courts
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Juvenile

OFFICE of COURT ADMINISTRATION




New Civil Cases Filed in the Trial Courts, 2019

All Other Delinquent Conduct 37%
Unclassified

Assault/Attempted Murder _ 27% 10%
Drug Offenses _ 12%

Robbery/Burglary - 10%

Theft Misdemeanors

Sexual Assault - 504 Fealr(;;i)es 48%
ans 1%
Murder | 0.3%
DWI | 0,20
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Since the peak in 2007, the number of juvenile cases filed has fallen 50% to the
lowest level since 1993.

53,015

27,346
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Change in New Cases Filed

From Previous Year 5-Year
Overall -8% -14%
Other Delinquent Conduct -9% -7%
Assault -8% -13%
Aggravated Assault/Attempted Murder -5% 18%
Misdemeanor Drugs -24% -46%
Aggravated Robbery/Robbery 24% 26%
Felony Drugs 67% 45%
Indecency/Sexual Assault of Child -6% 5%
Theft -5% -56%
Burglary -22% -39%
Auto Theft 9% 16%
CINS -51% -62%
Homicides 8% 90%
DWI 14% 63%
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The number of Class C cases involving juveniles or minors declined 64% since
2012. Nearly half of filings in 2019 were traffic cases.

Traffic 47%

All Other Non-Traffic _ 16%
Alcoholic Beverage Code _ 14%
Truancy [ 11%

Drug Paraphernalia - 4%
Tobacco & E-Cigarette - 4%
Local Daytime Curfew . 2%

DUI of Alcohol I 1%
Education Code I 1%

314

111
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Change in New Cases Filed

From Previous Year 5-Year
Traffic -5% -18%
Alcohol  -14% -37%
DUI -10% -32%

Drug Paraphernalia -21% -10%
Tobacco & E-Cigarette 22% 33%
Local Daytime Curfew -16% -54%

All Other Non-Traffic -1% -28%
Truancy 31% -81%
Other Education Code -2% -55%
Parent Contributing to 12% 67%

Nonattendance
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Criminal
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New Criminal Cases Filed in the District and County Courts, 2019

More than More than
Misdemeanor cases Felony cases
All Other Misdemeanors _ 30% Drug _ 33%
DWI 19% other Felony [N 22%
Theft 12%
Drug 18% = - :
Assault/
10%
Assault Attempted Murder - 0
Robbery/
Burglary 8%

Theft
5%

Family Violence
Appeals

Felony DWI . .
Suspended/Invalid Y 5%

License
Sexual Assault I 3%

Traffic

Murder 1%
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The number of new misdemeanor cases filed has fallen 33% from a high in 2007 to the
lowest filing rate since 1991. The number of new felony cases filed increased each year since
2014 and reached an all-time high in 20109.

585,499

Misdemeanors

392,788

225,497

. B I 4%
Felonies / o
——
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Change in New
Felony Cases Filed

Capital Murder

Murder, Manslaughter,
Homicides

Assault, Attempted Murder

Sexual Assault of Adult

Indecency/Sexual Assault
of Child

Family Violence Assault
Robbery

Burglary

Theft

Auto Theft

Drug Sale/Manufacture
Drug Possession
Felony DWI

Other Felony

Overall

From Previous Year

-9%

-1%

-4%,

3%

10%

22%

11%

15%

1%

6%

0%

3%

1%

4%

4%

-23%

-18%

-21%

-2%

-49%

5-Year

15%

19%

4%

24%

2%

1%

11%

10%

27%

81%



Change in New A and B
Misdemeanor Cases Filed

DWI 1st

DWI 2nd

Theft

Theft by Check
Marijuana Possession
Other Drug Offenses
Family Violence Assault
Other Assault

Traffic

Suspended/Invalid License
Other Misdemeanors
Appeals from Lower Courts

Overall
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From Previous Year

6%
1%
2%
-17%
-14%
-16%
5%
1%
3%
-17%

-1%

-7%

-3%

-78%

5-Year
13%
4%
-45%
-3%
-18%
7%
7%
9%
-31%
0.7%
-22%
-10%




Felony drug possession cases reached a new peak. Misdemeanor drug cases sharply
declined largely due to a drop in the prosecution of marijuana cases.

62,463 1 3%

Felony Drug Possession
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Family violence cases have been increasing, with felony offenses growing at a
faster rate.

12,175 t Lo

Felony
/ Family Violence

OFFICE of COURT ADMINISTRATION




New Fine Only Cases Filed in the Justice and Municipal Courts, 2019

State Traffic Laws 80%

Non-Traffic - Penal Code . 6%

Local Non-Traffic Ordinance . 4% More than
Parking I 2%

Local Traffic Ordinance I 1% new cases filed
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Filings continued to decline in most
categories.

9.1

Traffic and Parking

State Traffic Laws

Parking

Local Traffic Ordinance

Non -Traffic - Penal Code
Non-Traffic - Non-Penal Code
Local Non-Traffic Ordinance

Overall

53

2.1
o I 0.4%
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-27%

From Previous Year

-5%
-9%
-1%
1%
2%
-4%

-8%

-13%

-21%

-18%

-24%

-14%

-10%

5-Year



Appellate
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Cases Filed in the Courts of Appeals

The number of civil cases filed in 2019 was the highest number in the history of the courts
of appeals. After 8 years of decline, criminal cases levelled out in 2019.

5,681 | WL
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Cases Filed in the Court of Criminal Appeals

Applications for writs of habeas corpus Petitions for discretionary review decreased
declined to the lowest level since at to the lowest level since at least 1989.
least 2001. Original proceedings also declined.

1 6%
Petitions for

discretionary review
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Cases Filed in the Supreme Court

Petitions for review, which account for the majority of the court’s caseload, increased to the
highest number filed since 2002. Regular causes added to the docket declined by almost a
third, and the filings of other petitions and writs remained steady.

342 1 0.3%
Other petitions and writs

~—————
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