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The number of new misdemeanor cases has fallen by half since the peak in 2007. After
declining slightly during the pandemic, the number of new felony cases filed reached an
all-time high in 2022.

585,499

Misdemeanors

Change from
Previous Year

291,799 1 5%

Felonies . —~_— 226,563




Filings increased in every felony case category except
for robbery and DWI. Assaultive offenses continued
to increase especially aggravated assault/attempted

murder.

Other Homicides

Capital Murder
\_/\/ 482

Agg. Assault/
Attempted Murder

A:ssault Family 15,244
Violence

31,065

Capital Murder

Murder, Manslaughter,...

Assault, Attempted Murder
Sexual Assault of Adult
Indecency/Sexual Assault of Child
Family Violence Assault
Robbery

Burglary

Theft

Auto Theft

Drug Sale/Manufacture
Drug Possession

Felony DWI

Other Felony

Overall

-2%

| 4%
| 4%
B 13%
B 13%
| 5%
| 1%




Over the last five years, the only misdemeanor case types that
have increased are assault cases. Theft, traffic and other

. . . . DWI 1st
misdemeanor cases increased slightly in 2022.

DWI 2nd

Theft

Theft by Check
Marijuana Possession

\/\—/\ 35,256 Other Drug Offenses
Family Violence Family Violence Assault
Other Assault

Traffic

T __— 13,684 Suspended/Invalid License
Other Misds.

Other Misdemeanor Assault
Appeals from Lower Courts

Overall

-8%




New misdemeanor drug possession cases continued to decline at
a significant rate. After reaching a peak in 2019, felony drug
possession cases dropped in 2020 but increased over each of the
last 2 years.

57,009 A 8%

Misdemeanor
Drug Offenses

29,234 ¥ 159

Felony Drug Possession

New misdemeanor and felony DWI cases
have generally declined over the last 5 years.

Misdemeanor DWI

Felony DWI

64,901
¥ 13%

8,935
¥ 3%




Fine only misdemeanor case filings increased for the first time since 2008.

State Traffic Laws

9.1

Parking

Local Traffic Ordinance

Traffic and Parkin
affic and Pa g Non-Traffic - Penal Code

3.9 I 6% Non-Traffic - Non-Penal Code

Local Non-Traffic Ordinance

2.1
/.\_M\_\_ Overall
Non Traffic 0.8 I 6%

-8%

-2%
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New civil case filings declined in district and county courts but increased in justice and
municipal courts.

Municipal

552,731 I 10%

521,773
I 19%

Justice
-—

181,517

District /\_\/\
65,078 1 15%

County




The change in filings varied by case category.

District and County Courts Justice and Municipal Courts

Overall -3% Debt Claim -25%
Civil Rel. to Criminal Matters B 14% Landlord/Tenant B o6
Consumer/Commercial/Debt -21% Small Claims I 6%
Injury/Damage - Motor Vehicle -16% Municipal I 19%
Tax -2%
Other Civil | 2%
Other Contract | 5%
Other Real Property B 11%
Other Injury/Damage B 12%
Eminent Domain B 9%
Medical Malpractice -4%
Other Product Liability | 6%
Other Prof. Malpractice -2%
Product Liability - Asbestos/Silica -10% COURT AD, >




Substantial declines occurred in debt cases. Despite the decline in filings, debt cases grew as
a share of total caseload in the county courts and remained steady in the district courts.

Debt Cases as % of Courts’ Civil Caseload

18%

Justice Courts
0,
235,945 1 25%
District Courts County Courts at Law
County Courts
/\/\ 44,959 |
31,485 County Courts Justice Courts
District Courts
1 21%




New landlord/tenant cases nearly doubled and returned to pre-pandemic levels.

263,689

256,791 Landlord/Tenant
Cases as % of Justice
Courts’ Civil Caseload

I 96%




After increasing by 18% in 2021, the number of new probate cases increased at a much
slower rate in 2022. The number of applications filed for involuntary mental health
commitment remained level.

79,855 I 4%
Probate /

==

o
48,396 l 1%

Mental Health
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New family law cases dropped to a level even lower than the
pandemic-related decline in 2020. The number of post-

judgment suits for modification or enforcement continued Overall 5%
its downward trend. New filings decreased in most case Pivorce - No Children 4%
categories. IV-D (Child Support) -9%
Divorce - Children -7%
Post Judgment - IV-D -5%
New family law cases Post Judgment - Modification -7%
All Other Family Law | 3%
230,377 1 6% Parent-Child (No Divorce) -0.4%
Child Protection -31%
Protect. Orders (No Divorce) H 9%
Post-judgment modification/enforcement Adoption 2%
Post Judgment - Enforcement | 2%

v_\ Term. Parental Rights
67,233 1 5%




New child protection cases fell to New child support cases also continued

approximately half of the peak filing level to decline from the peak in 2018.
in 2018. Termination of parental rights

cases increased.

New IV-D

Child Protection

| I
51,836
36,4081 59

7,812 1 31%

Post-Judgment IV-D

Termination of Parental Rights

— — 1,897 I 8%




Divorce cases declined in 2022. Parent-
child cases not involving divorce have

remained relatively stable for the past 4
years.

Applications for a protective order
not associated with a divorce case
increased to a new high.

Divorce - No Children

—_— —— o~ 4% 11,626

T~ 63,764
I 9%
1 7%

Divorce - Children \/\ 50,645

Parent Child No
Divorce 14,242
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After 2 years of significant declines in filings due to the pandemic, new juvenile cases
spiked in 2022, and felony offenses fell as a percentage of total new filings.

53,015 Misdemeanor

51%

43%
Felony

17,915 Unclassified

f 34% JK/\
6%




Filings increased in all categories except DWI and auto
theft. The largest percentage increases occurred in the

most serious offenses. Overall
Other Delinquent Conduct

Assault

Assault
Agg. Assault/Attempted Murder

Misdemeanor Drugs
2,259 Agg. Robbery/Robbery

Agg. Assault/Attempted Murder Indecency/Sexual Assault Child
Theft

Burglary
Auto Theft
CINS
Homicides
DWI

78
71

Capital Murder

Murder/Manslaughter

B 34%
B 45%
B 63%
Bl 4%
1%
0%
B -8%
1%
B 18%
1%
2%
B 20%
7%
7%




Class C cases involving juveniles or minors increased for the first time since

2017. Traffic violations accounted for half of cases.

Traffic

Alcohol

Traffic
50% DUI

Drug Paraphernalia
Tobacco & E-Cigarette
Local Daytime Curfew

98,874 I 12%
All Other Non-Traffic

Truancy

Other Education Code

OFFICE of COURT ADMINISTRATION

-6%

-14%

-3%

2%
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With pandemic restrictions starting to recede in the middle of the fiscal year, the number of
criminal filings in the Courts of Appeals increased by 56 percent in 2022. Easing restrictions
also led to a 9 percent increase in civil case filings.

Criminal

\/ 5,250 I 9%
3,785 ISG%




In the Court of Criminal Appeals, applications for writs of habeas corpus declined to the
lowest level since 2001, petitions for discretionary review to the lowest level since 1989,
and original proceedings to the lowest level since 1999.

Applications for writs of habeas corpus

- Petitions for discretionary review

1 39%
2,841 1 15%

Original proceedings 506




In the Supreme Court, filings increased by 3 percent overall.

Petitions for review
()
855 I 2%

Other petitions & writs

\_-/

Regular causes

123




L1

CLEARANC.
RATES AND
PENDING

CASELOAD

STATE FISCAL YEAR 2022




CLEARANCE RATES BY COURT LEVEL

110%

104% 105%

. 101% o
98% 22% 100%

100% 96%

93%

Supreme Court Court Criminal Courts of District County Courts at County Justice Municipal
Appeals Appeals Law ORT A,
/4,




CLEARANCE RATES BY TRIAL COURT CASE TYPE

114%

104% 103% 106% .
. 98% 100% .
100% 100%
I | I”/
Felony Misdemeanor Juvenile Fine Only Civil Justice Court Municipal Court Family
Misdemeanor Civil Civil QUK A0y, S




Supreme Court

1,500
1,347
1,320
Added
1,000

Pending End of Year

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

96% Clearance Rate

8,000

6,000

4,000

2,000

Court of Criminal Appeals

Disposed

Added

4,203
4,027

Pending End of Year

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

104% Clearance Rate




14,000

12,000

10,000

8,000

6,000

4,000

2,000

0

Courts of Appeals

Disposed

Added
9,035
8,395

—

Pending End of Year

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

93% Clearance Rate

1,200,000

1,000,000

800,000

600,000

400,000

200,000

0

District Courts

1,066,103
Added
b 820,285
e ——mm
Disposed 807,927

Active Pending End of Year

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

98% Clearance Rate




Statutory County Courts

800,000  Added
\

Disposed

SN

600,000
557,471
Active Pending End of Year 520,486
483,478
400,000
200,000
0

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

110% Clearance Rate

Constitutional County Courts

120,000
Active Pending End of Year
\/__ 94,832
80,000 Disposed
Added
38,680
40,000 38,386

0
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

101% Clearance Rate




Justice Courts

Active Pending End of Year

4 \/ 39
3 Added
=
.2
= Disposed 19
1.9
1

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

99% Clearance Rate

Millions

10

8

6

Municipal Courts

Active Pending End of Year

———

Added

Disposed

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

105% Clearance Rate

21

M 7.5

4.1

22
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