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JUDICIAL COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
MEETING MINUTES 

July 11, 2013 – 10:00 a.m. 
Texas Association of Counties 

 
I. Call to Order  

Justice Simmons called the meeting to order at 10:16 a.m.   
 
JCIT Members: 
Chair, Justice Rebecca Simmons 
Honorable David Field   
Roland Johnson   
Steve Mills (phone) 
Honorable Amalia Rodríguez-Mendoza 
Dean Stanzione (phone) 
Bob Wessels 
 
JCIT Liaison Members:  
Honorable Jeffrey S. Boyd 
Miles Brissette (phone) 
Randy Chapman 
Honorable Gary Fitzsimmons (phone) 
Doug Gowin (phone) 
Honorable Blake Hawthorne 
Gary Hutton   
Honorable Laura Hinojosa (phone) 
Honorable Steve King (phone) 
Penny Redington 
Honorable Nancy E. Rister   
Sian Schilhab 
David Slayton 
Mark Unger  
Dennis Van Metre 
Honorable John Warren (phone)  
Honorable Dianne Wilson (phone) 
 
Others in attendance: 
Debbie Bucko, Harris County 
Terry Derrick, Tyler Technologies 
Joel Green 
Tracy Hopper, Harris County 
Erin Hutchins, NIC 
Jeff Karotkin, One Legal 
Farrah Martinez, Harris County 
Brian McGrath, Tyler Technologies 
Rod Napier, Office of Attorney General 
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James Omiya, Office of Attorney General 
Ellen Pate, DIR (phone) 
Steve Schenk, Thompson Reuters 
Mark Schwartz, Tyler Technologies 
Brad Smith, Mentis Technologies 
Kendall Smith, File & ServeXpress 
Christian Tyler, New Dawn (phone) 
Rosemary Willcox, File & ServeXpress 
Margaret Wolfe, Harris County 
 
Office of Court Administration Staff: 
Mena Ramon, General Counsel 
Casey Kennedy, Director, Information Services 
Thomas Sullivan, Deputy Director, Information Services 
 
 

II. Approval of Minutes –  April 18, 2013  
There was a correction to the draft minutes prior to the meeting to show that Randy 
Chapman and Roland Johnson were present at the meeting. Bob Wessels moved to 
approve the minutes, with a second by Amalia Rodríguez-Mendoza. Motion carried. 

 
        

III. Committee Reports 

A. eFiling 
  
1. Texas.gov update 
Erin Hutchins gave an update on eFiling.  No new jurisdictions have been 
deployed or are in the pipeline.   Medina County has been asked to talk to TexFile 
about joining eFiling. 
 
Ms. Hutchins announced that the termination date for the NIC contract will be 
November 30, 2013.  It was originally going to be February 28, 2014.  NIC plans 
to send the official memo to OCA in the next two weeks, then the termination 
notice will be sent to all participating counties.  Ms. Hutchins wants the counties 
to submit their actual termination date to NIC, in writing.  NIC will turn off 
eFiling at midnight on the jurisdiction’s termination date. 
 
 
2.  TexFile update 
Brian McGrath provided an update on TexFile activities.  On May 22, TexFile 
held an information session in Austin.   On June 6, the production environment 
was delivered, and Gregg County went live on June 22.  ProDoc was the first 
EFSP to be certified by OCA.  
 
Mr. Hawthorne bought up a concern from some EFSPs that the TexFile website 
says that TexFile is the eFiling solution.  Mr. McGrath responded that the website 
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has been modified to say that TexFile is the official eFiling manager. At Bar 
association and legal outreach meetings, they list all the EFSPs.  
 
Randy Chapman asked if there was any neutral place where you could see a 
comparison of all the EFSPs.  Mr. Slayton mentioned that there are EFSP fairs 
being held around the state that include all the EFSPs.  Justice Simmons said that 
perhaps someone like Peter Vogel could put together a webinar for what to look 
for in an EFSP, and each EFSP could provide information about their product.  
Mr. Slayton suggested a website could be put together that lists all the services 
that wrap around eFiling.    
 
Justice Simmons asked if TexFile will be able to get all the NIC courts transferred 
by 11/30, and Mr. McGrath responded that they would all be transferred. 
 
Mr. McGrath said that Fort Bend will go live on June 24, but not all of the EFSPs 
will be certified at that point.  Only TexFile and ProDoc have been certified so far.  
Mr. Kennedy mentioned that other EFSPs were working towards certification. Mr. 
Slayton announced that both EFMs (TexFile and Texas.Gov) will be kept online 
through the end of August, so that filers can continue to eFile.  Starting on 
September 1, only TexFile will be available for eFiling in Fort Bend.  
 
Mr. Hawthorne asked if a one-page document for attorneys on the transition that 
could be sent to the different sections of the bar. Justice Simmons suggested that 
some talking points could be put together and put in local bar magazines or 
statewide publications.   TexFile has a draft handout and presentation materials.  
Mr. Hawthorne said if Tyler can work with the EFSPs to come up with a one or 
two page document and get it to him, he will work with the state bar to get it 
distributed and published.  Justice Simmons said we may need a slightly different 
talking points document for judges.   Mr. Kennedy said he can post materials to 
the web, if people will send to him. 
 
3.  Discussion of JCIT activities to support the Supreme Court’s mandate for 
eFiling. 
 
Mr. Slayton told the committee that the Supreme Court clarified that juvenile 
eFiling is not mandated at the trial court level, but is mandated at the appellate 
level.  Counties can mandate locally if they want. 

 

IV. Legislative Update 

Mr. Slayton provided an update on bills that impact technology issues on the courts.  
HB 2302 was passed and signed by the governor.  Effective Sept 1, 2013, there will 
be a new per case filing fee.  Courts will still be able to charge the $2 recovery fee, 
but it is not clear when this goes into effect and he recommended that courts discuss 
with their county attorney.   Starting on 9/1, filers filing in counties using the NIC 
portal will need to pay the new case filing fee and they will still pay the current NIC 
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per document eFiling fee.  
 
Laura Hinojosa gave an update on HB 349.  She said they are not ready to accept 
criminal eFiling today.  Mr. Slayton said that the criminal eFiling rules need to be put 
together quickly. 
 
Action Item:  Miles Brissette needs to reconvene the criminal eFiling rules group to 
work on the new criminal eFiling rules, and to provide an update at the next JCIT 
meeting.  
 

V. New Business 
Ms. Hinojosa mentioned that her commissioner’s court was not comfortable signing 
the Chase agreement, without seeing the agreement between TexFile and Chase.  The 
Hidalgo County auditor was wondering if they could use a different payment 
gateway.  Mr. McGrath responded that he had spoken with the Hidalgo County legal 
counsel and they want to see the OCA/Tyler agreement, which is almost done.  Mr. 
Slayton mentioned that we are required by law to use the Texas.Gov payment engine 
unless we have a waiver from a DIR.  OCA receive a waiver from DIR to use the 
Tyler payment. We have to use a unified approach, and any changes to that would 
make the waiver go away.1 
 
Justice Simmons said that the eService rules have gone to the Supreme Court for 
review.  Mr. Hawthorne encouraged people to send in their comments about eService 
once the noticing comment period opens – probably in August or September. 

 
VI. Open Discussion 

 
Action Item:  Mr. Wessels will lead a workgroup to put together a document on the 
services provided by EFSPs, Case Management systems, internet service providers, 
document management vendors, and electronic courtroom document review 
providers.  OCA and TexFile will help Mr. Wessels.   Mr. Kennedy will make sure the 
documents are posted to the website. 
 
Action Item: Brian McGrath will work with Mr. Kennedy to put together the talking 
points document, and distribute it to JCIT for comments.  

 
Justice Simmons adjourned the meeting at 11:56 a.m. 
 
Next meeting:    September 27, 2013 


