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JUDICIAL COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
MEETING MINUTES 

September 27, 2013 – 10:00 a.m. 
Texas Association of Counties 

 
I. Call to Order  

Justice Simmons called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.    
 
Justice Simmons announced that Justice Adele Hedges resigned from JCIT and has 
been replaced by Justice Josh Morriss.  Justice Brian Quinn has also joined JCIT as a 
liaison member.  
 
JCIT Members: 
Chair, Justice Rebecca Simmons 
Honorable Mike Cantrell (phone) 
Honorable David Field   
Honorable Dain Johnson 
Roland Johnson (phone) 
Steve Mills 
Honorable Amalia Rodríguez-Mendoza 
Dean Stanzione (phone) 
Ed Wells (phone) 
Bob Wessels (phone) 
 
JCIT Liaison Members:  
Honorable Jeffrey S. Boyd 
Miles Brissette  
Randy Chapman 
Doug Gowin (phone) 
Honorable Blake Hawthorne 
Tracy Hopper 
Gary Hutton   
Honorable Laura Hinojosa (phone) 
David McAtee (phone) 
Cynthia Orr (phone) 
Honorable Nancy Rister (phone) 
Sian Schilhab 
Mark Unger  
Dennis Van Metre 
Peter Vogel 
Honorable John Warren (phone)  
Honorable Sheri Woodfin 
 
Others in attendance: 
David Freeland, NIC 
Nicole Gelinas, Professional Civil Process of Texas 
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Janet Gilmore, DIR 
Charles Gray, CUC 
Joel Green, CIRA 
Erin Hutchins, NIC 
Jeff Karotkin, One Legal 
Honorable Stacey Kemp, Collin County 
Farrah Martinez, Harris County 
Brian McGrath, Tyler Technologies 
Rod Napier, Office of Attorney General 
Tuan Nguyen, Easy Serve 
James Omiya, Office of Attorney General 
Ellen Pate, DIR 
Bill Pewitt, File & ServeXpress 
Steve Schenk, ProDoc 
Tom Schoolcraft, FileTime 
Mark Schwartz, Tyler Technologies 
Kendall Smith, File & ServeXpress 
Lisa Teachey, Harris County 
Christian Tyler, New Dawn (phone) 
Mel Yarbrough, File & ServeXpress 
 
 
Office of Court Administration Staff: 
Mena Ramon, General Counsel 
Casey Kennedy, Director, Information Services 
Thomas Sullivan, Deputy Director, Information Services 
 
 

II. Approval of Minutes –  July 11, 2013  
Amalia Rodríguez-Mendoza moved to approve the minutes, with a second by Judge 
Field. Motion carried. 

        
III. Committee Reports 

A. eFiling  
Brian McGrath provided an update on TexFile and the status for moving the current 
eFiling courts from NIC to TexFile by November 30, 2013. Five courts have gone 
live on TexFile so far, including two of the top ten courts (Denton and Hidalgo).  
FileTime joined ProDoc and TexFile as OCA certified EFSPs.   Casey Kennedy 
mentioned that two more EFSPs (File&ServeXpress and iDocket) are about to start 
the certification process. Mr. McGrath said that a JCIT Subcommittee has been put 
together for the clerks to talk about the changes they would like made to the TexFile 
electronic filing module (EFM).  Mr. Kennedy also mentioned that a similar 
workgroup is being putting together for EFSPs to discuss the changes they would like 
made to the EFM. 

 
Mr. McGrath addressed concerns brought up by the EFSPs over the implementation 
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of TexFile, and problems that were encountered when Denton went live.  He also 
mentioned that TexFile had just set up a test environment for the EFSPs to use that 
would match what the counties were using. 
 
Tracy Hopper suggested that the EFSP and Clerks’ subcommittees be merged 
together, since they likely have a lot of the same issues.  Justice Simmons suggested 
that instead, there be cross-representation between the two groups. Blake Hawthorne 
suggested that the meeting notes from the individual subcommittee meetings be 
shared with the other group. 

 
There was a lengthy discussion about the issues that had occurred with the sites that 
have already gone live, and how TexFile is mitigating those issues. There was also 
discussion about what happened in El Paso. 

 
Justice Simmons asked Mr. McGrath to get together a list of lessons learned and 
distribute those to everyone.  She also asked Mark Unger to put something together 
for the State Bar to get word out to the Family Law attorneys.   

 
Action Item: Casey Kennedy will work with Tyler Technologies to write up a short 
document for the Family Law attorneys. Mark Unger will review, then EFSPs will vet 
the document before it is sent to Blake Hawthorne.  Mr. Hawthorne will send to the 
State Bar to get into the Bar Journal.  
 
Mr. Kennedy mentioned that the Standards Committee will be meeting in the next 
couple of weeks to start working on the EFSP comparison table.  

 
Action Item:   Talk to State Bar of Texas about providing notifications of eFiling go-
live dates. 

  
       B.  Standards 

Bob Wessels and his committee are getting together to talk about the chart of EFSPs,         
as well as lists of other providers.  They will also be working on developing a 
common set of case type codes. 

    
       C. Rules 

Mr. Hawthorne noted that the eFiling civil rules have been put out for comment, and 
people have until October 31st to comment. Comments can be sent to 
RulesComments@TXCourts.Gov.  The rules are posted on the Supreme Court 
website. Mr. Hawthorne encourages everyone to read the rules and submit comments. 
He suggested that the courts might want to pool their comments together and submit 
as a consolidated package. 
 
Mr. Hawthorne also spoke about getting the State Bar to update email addresses for 
attorneys for eService.  He would also like to see the State Bar add a new field to 
their database for an eService specific email address.  Mr. Hawthorne will work with 
the State Bar on how to handle the email addresses. 



Judicial Committee on Information Technology  Page 4 of 4 
Meeting Minutes, September 27, 2013 

 
Justice Simmons said it was time to restart the criminal eFiling rules committee, and 
Miles Brissette said they would do that.       

                 

IV. New Business 
Ms. Rodríguez-Mendoza let everyone know that the $20 fee mandated by HB 2302 is 
now being collected.   Mr. Hawthorne told the group that someone has requested an 
OAG opinion on whether the fee should be collected now or not until January 1st. 
 
Mr. Kennedy talked about the dates for the next JCIT meetings.  The proposed dates 
are January 24, April 25, July 18, and October 24.  He will send out the dates to make 
sure they work for everyone.   
 
It was suggested that another meeting be scheduled for right after the 11/30 transition 
from Texas.Gov to TexFile.  The meeting will be scheduled for December 13.   
 
Mr. Kennedy brought a question from the clerk’s TexFile subcommittee about 
permissive eFiling of sealed documents.    It was pointed out that the rules 
specifically state that sealed documents must not be eFiled.  
 

V. Open Discussion  
None 

 
Justice Simmons adjourned the meeting at 12:14 p.m. 
 
Next meeting:    December 13, 2013 


