Chief Justice Mental Health Task Force — Work Plan

Chief Justice MH Task Force Goal

Redesign jail intake form, recommend changes in processes at Court
Magistrate level to better identify mentally ill persons and design of a
Uniform MH Reporting Form to transmit basic mental health information

to all relevant iudicial officiale
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DPS setting a computerized link to
DSHS records to determine if a
person arrested has a mental
health record

DPS will create a “flag” in the
The $82 million DSHS program
directed at jail diversions by

criminal history computerized file
stating that a person has a record
providing 24 hr hot line and mobile in the public mental health system
response teams provides new
resources for addressing the
mental health needs of a person
identified earlier in the arrest/jail
intake process

Jail personnel when accessing the
DPS background check system
will be able to see the “flag”

Jail personnel can then call an 800

hot line to determine more details

regarding the mental health record
of the person
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Chief Justice MH Task Force Goal

Redesign jail intake form, recommend changes in processes at Court
Magistrate level to better identify mentally ill persons and design of a
Uniform MH Reporting Form to transmit basic mental health information
to all relevant judicial officials

Change format of required statewide
Commission on Jail Standards jail
intake form to capture new DPS/
DSHS record flag

Recommend training and process
changes to be implemented by the
Jail Commission
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Examine arraignment procedures
and recommend how Court
Magistrate can maximize early
identification of mentally ill persons

Review of legal process
requirements for Court Magistrate
to allow for new process

If “flag” or answers to screening
questions in the Jail Commission
form shows signs of mental illness,
Court Magistrate should order a
report back with further information
on mental health status
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Court Magistrate decides if mental
health condition is an issue and
order the completion of Uniform MH
Reporting Form for transmittal to all
relevant judicial officials
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Uniform MH Reporting Form to
capture “minimum” information to
be transmitted to District Attorney,
defense counsel, judges and jail

and/or diversion program
personnel
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