
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Misc. Docket No. 93- ^^^^

APPROVAL OF LOCAL RULES

ORDERED:

Pursuant to Rule 3a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, the Supreme Court approves the
following local rules, which have been submitted to this Court:

Local Rules of the 18th and 249th Judicial Districts, Johnson and Somervell Counties,
dated October 6, 1993.

Local Rules of the County Court at Law No. 1 and County Court at Law No. 2 of
Johnson County, dated October 6, 1993.

The approval of these rules is temporary, pending further orders of the Court.
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SIGNED AND ENTERED this 2,),A day of /l)cx-^ , 199-^-.

1 ^.n g,d I`"Ce.
Thomas R. Phillips, Chief Justice

oflice\orders\111693.jh

'T
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LOCAL RULES

18TH AND 249TH JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF TEXAS

JOHNSON AND SOMERVELL COUNTIES

The following rules governing practice in the 18th and
249th Judicial Districts have been adopted effective January
1, 1994. All prior rules of the 18th and 249th Judicial
District Courts of Texas are hereby expressly repealed.
These rules shall be effective until amended, modified or
repealed by order of the Court.

Nothing contained in these rules shall be construed or
interpreted as interfering with the right of the Trial Judge
to make such reasonable orders, settings or procedural
rulings as in their discretion may be necessary and proper
for the expedient and orderly dispatch of the business of
the Court.

1.

RULES OF DECORUM

A. All officers of the Court, parties, witnesses and
the public shall at all times conduct themselves with
dignity so as not to interfere with the Court's business.

B. All present shall rise and come to order as the
Judge takes the bench.

C. All persons in attendance while the Court is in
session shall be attentive to the proceedings and cause no
distraction.

D. All persons shall be suitably attired. No hats or
caps may be worn in the Courtroom. Except by special
permission of the Court, male officers of the Court shall
wear coats and ties; the attire of the female officers
shall be equally suitable.

E. No gestures, facial expressions nor sounds
indicating approval or disapproval of any person, act,
testimony or proceeding shall be permitted.

F. Participants in all proceedings shall be prompt.
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G. No one may smoke or chew tobacco in the Courtroom
while Court is in session, without leave of the Court. No
active participant to interrogation shall smoke tobacco or
chew gum at any time.

H. Counsel shall instruct parties not to directly
contact the Judge concerning pending matters.

I. Counsel shall be responsible to advise clients and
witnesses of these rules to avoid embarrassment and delay.

2.

COURT PROCEEDING

Court will generally begin at 9:00 a.m. Cases may be
set at other times in the Courts' discretion.

3.

COPIES OF RULES

A. The District Clerk of each county comprising the
18th and 249th Judicial Districts shall record these rules
in the Minutes of each representative District Court.

B. The District Clerk of each county shall duplicate
copies of these rules and shall have copies available for
the price of $1.00 per copy, plus a mailing charge of $.50.
All monies so collected shall be paid to the District Clerk
of the respective county.

4.

ELECTED OFFICIALS SERVING BOTH COURTS

A. Dale Hanna, District Attorney, lst Floor - Johnson

County Courthouse, 2 N. Main Street, Cleburne,
Texas 76031. Phone (817) 556-6801.

B. Jeaniv Johnson, District Clerk, 2nd Floor - Johnson
County Courthouse, 2 N. Main Street, Cleburne,
Texas 76031. Phone (817) 556-6836.

C. Lovella Williams, District Clerk, Somervell County
Courthouse Annex, Glen Rose, Texas 76043.
Phone (817) 897-4427.
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5.

TRIAL COURT PERSONNEL OF THE 18TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

A. C.C.(Kit) Cooke, District Judge, 2nd Floor-Johnson
County Courthouse, 2 N. Main Street, Cleburne,
Texas 76031. Phone (817) 556-6820.

B. Plez Bryant, Court Reporter, 2nd Floor-Johnson
County Courthouse, 2 N. Main Street, Cleburne,
Texas 76031. Phone (817) 556-6822.

TRIAL COURT PERSONNEL OF THE 249TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

A. Wayne Bridewell, District Judge, 2nd Floor-Johnson
County Courthouse, 2 N. Main Street, Cleburne,
Texas 76031. Phone (817) 556-6825.

B. Eleanor Averyt, Court Reporter, 2nd Floor-Johnson
County Courthouse, 2 N. Main Street, Cleburne,
Texas 76031. Phone (817) 556-6829.

6.

OTHER PERSONNEL SERVING BOTH COURTS

A. Lynda Canty, Chief Court Coordinator, 2nd Floor-
Johnson County Courthouse, 2 N. Main Street,
Cleburne, Texas 76031. Phone (817) 556-6830.

B. Velda Johnson, Court Coordinator, 2nd Floor-Johnson
County Courthouse, 2 N. Main Street, Cleburne,
Texas 76031. Phone (817) 556-6825.

C. Sharon Powell, Secretary, 2nd Floor-Johnson County
Courthouse, 2 N. Main Street, Cleburne, Texas
76031. Phone (817),556-6820.

7.

FILING OF CASES

A. All civil cases shall be filed by the Clerk in
rotation for the two District Courts. The criminal cases
shall be filed in the Court where the Grand Jury is
impaneled.
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B. A district or statutory county court judge may hear
and determine a matter pending in any district or statutory
county court in the county regardless of whether the matter
is preliminary or final or whether there is a judgment in
the matter. The judge may sign a judgment or order in any
of the courts regardless of whether the case is transferred.
The judgment, order, or action is valid and binding as if
the case were pending in the court of the judge who acts in
the matter. The authority of this subsection applies to an
active, former, or retired judge assigned to a court having
jurisdiction as provided by Subchapter C.(74.094 Government
Code)

8.

HEARING OF UNCONTESTED CASES, MOTIONS, ETC.

Uncontested cases, motions and other matters may be
brought before either Court at all reasonable times by
contacting the Court Coordinator for such setting.

9.

HEARING OF CIVIL CONTESTED CASES - JURY AND NON-JURY

A. Both District Courts are served by the Court
Coordinators listed above, whose primary duty is to make all
court settings in all counties with the assistance of the
Court secretaries, except both Judges will set cases for
hearing when signing Ex Parte orders. All other requests
for court case settings should be made directly with the
Court Coordinator who will require the information
hereinafter described:

(a) All requests for settings shall be made in
writing addressed to the Court Coordinator and copies of
such requests shall be served on all other attorneys or pro
se parties. The party requesting the setting shall estimate
the total time for trial and state such in their request.
The request shall further state whether the setting is for
jury or non-jury. These rules shall not prevent the Judge
of any Court from changing the date of any setting so
requested, or from resetting the same in accordance with
these rules, provided that settings of contested cases for
trial shall be made with reasonable notice to the parties as
provided by the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 245.
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(b) Settings for Jury Cases. In response to a
request for setting, the Court, through the Court
Coordinator, may set the case for a pre-trial hearing and
notify all parties through their respective attorneys. The
Court may set the case for trial on the merits either before
or after the pre-trial hearing. All requests for jury
settings shall be made at least 30 days prior to the date
requested.

18TH DISTRICT COURT - In the 18th District Court, all
requests for jury trials will result in the Court assigning

the case to mediation. A party may circumvent mediation by

filing a written Motion and having a hearing to decide if

mediation would be impractical. It is the intent of this

local rule to have one of the four Courts in Johnson County

to require mediation to see how effective it is in docket

control in Johnson County

249TH DISTRICT COURT - In the 249th District Court, all

requests for jury trials will not result in automatic

mediation. However, mediation is encouraged and may be

requested by any party. It is the intent of this local rule

to promote mediation, but have it optional in the 249th

District Court unless ordered by the Judge after hearing.

(c) Settings for Non-Jury Cases. In response to
a request for setting, the Court, through the Court
Coordinator, will set the case for hearing on the merits
unless a pre-trial is needed. All requests for non-jury
settings shall be made on written request of any party, or
on the court's own motion, with reasonable notice of not
less than forty-five days to the parties of a first setting
for trial, or by agreement of the parties; provided,
however, that when a case previously has been set for trial,
the Court may reset said contested case to a later date on
any reasonable notice to the parties or by agreement of the
parties. Noncontested cases may be tried or disposed of at
any time whether set or not, and may be set at any time for
any other time. (T.R.C.P. 245) A non-jury setting may be
removed from the non-jury docket by payment of a jury fee 30
days prior to the non-jury setting date.
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10.

CONFLICT IN TRIAL SETTINGS

(a) Attorney Already in Trial in Another Court:

(1) When the Court Coordinator or Judge is
informed that an attorney is already in trial, the Court
Coordinator will determine the designation of the court, the
county where it is located and time the attorney went to
trial. If the Judge or opposing attorneys desires the
information to be verified, the Judge will then contact that
trial Judge and determine the probable time of release. The
case may then be put on "hold" or reset.

(2) If the attorney is not actually in
trial, the case will be set for trial and all counsel or
parties so advised.

(3) If the attorney's office cannot advise
as to where
nevertheless
so advised,
trial.

the attorney is in trial, the case will
be placed on the trial docket and their office
with the warning that the case will be set for

(b) Attorney Assigned to Two Courts for the Same
Date:

(1) Whenever an attorney has two or more
cases on trial dockets and is set for trial at the same
time, it shall be the duty of that attorney to bring the
matter to the attention of the Judges concerned immediately
upon learning of the conflicting settings.

(2) Insofar as practicable, Judges should
attempt to agree on which case has priority, otherwise, the
following priorities shall be observed by the Judges of the
respective Courts:

(I) Criminal cases have priority over civil
cases;

(II) Preferentially set cases have priority
over those not given preference by
statute or otherwise.

11.

POSTPONEMENT AND CONTINUANCES - CIVIL CASES

A. With the Court's approval, and upon joint motion
of the parties, cases set for trial or pre-trial may be
passed and shall be reset upon request of the attorneys.
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12.

PRE-TRIAL PROCEEDINGS - CIVIL CASES

A. A pre-trial may be required in all civil jury
cases prior to a setting on the merits.

B. Each party appearing in the case shall be
represented at all pre-trials by the attorney (if the party
has counsel) who is to conduct the trial, or by co-counsel
with full knowledge of the case and with authority to bind
said party by stipulation and to act on all matters,
including admissions and disclosures that might properly be
considered on pre-trial.

C. Any party requesting a jury trial is expected to
have all affirmative pleadings in their final form, subject
to exceptions and motions which may be directed toward the
pleadings, and to have completed pre-trial discovery,
depositions, and admissions prior to requesting a jury
trial.

D. Each party shall be prepared to make
stipulations at jury docket call regarding those facts which
appear to be undisputed.

E. Each party shall prepare in proper written form
and present to the Court prior to or at the time of the jury
selection, all special questions which are raised by the
pleadings. Written objections as to the form of the
questions so presented shall be made as the Court may
direct.

F. Counsel will be expected at jury docket call to
advise the Court which issues will be disputed and to be
familiar with the authorities applicable to the questions of
law raised at pre-trial. The Court may require counsel to
file written briefs on any point in question and fix the
date for their submission.

13.

RULES AS TO TRIAL OF THE CASE

A. When an attorney settles or dismisses a case
which is set for trial, he shall give notice to the Court
Coordinator or Court Secretary as soon as possible.
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B. The attorney signing the original petition or
the original answer shall be responsible for all matters
pertaining to the case unless the Court and opposing counsel
are notified to the contrary prior to the. time the case is
set for trial.

C. If counsel to a case fails to answer the call of
the docket such cause may be subjected to dismissal for want
of prosecution, or the Court may proceed to trial without
the attendance of counsel.

D. Once an attorney has entered the courtroom and
appeared before the Court, he shall not leave without
obtaining permission from the Court to do so.

E. All trial counsel are urged to make a bonafide
effort to settle cases before announcing ready for trial.
The Court will expect counsel, before announcing ready, to
confer with their client and with opposing counsel
concerning settlement and to recommend an offer which is in
their professional opinion reasonable, unless in their
professional opinion the case is not such as to justify any
offer whatsoever.

F. Cases announced to be READY shall be in all
respects ready, with witnesses and other evidence available
so that the trial may proceed without delay. When out-of-
county witnesses are to be called, the burden shall be on-
the party using such witnesses to have them available.

G. No photographs or recordings will be made in the
Courtroom and no recording devices, cameras or movie cameras
will be brought into the courtroom without first obtaining
permission from the District Judge presiding.

H. All Judgments, Decrees and Orders pronounced by
the Court shall be reduced to writing by Counsel for the
prevailing party, or by Counsel as directed, and submitted
to the court for signature within ten (10) days of
pronouncement, or as directed by the Court. When final
judgment for a divorce or annulment of marriage is presented
to the court, the attorney shall complete the form required
by the State Bureau of Vital Statistics, and such form shall
be submitted to the District Court Clerk with the final
judgment.

14.

DISMISSAL AND SCHEDULING - CIVIL

(1) The dismissal docket will conform strictly to
Rule 165A of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.



15.

CRIMINAL CASES

(1) The court will set for each case an
arraignment, pre-trial hearing, and jury docket call.
Additional pre-trial hearings will be set by the Court as-
needed.

(2) Continuances. There will be no summary or
automatic "first" continuances. All continuances shall
comply with statutory requirements.

SIGNED on the day of

1993, and is effective a of January 1, 1994.

.(KI OKE WAYNE BRIDEWELL

4^OCAL ADMivNISTRATIVE DISTRICT 249TH DISTRICT COURT JUDGE

JUDGE AND 18TH DISTRICT COURT

JUDGE

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CONTENT:

,

TOMMY ALTAAS WILLIAM R. ANDERSON, J

LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE STATUTORY COUNTY COURT AT LAW #2

COUNTY COURT JUDGE AND COUNTY JUDGE

9

COURT AT LAW #1 JUDGE



CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL

The attached Local Rules for the 18th and 249th Judicial

Districts of Johnson and Somervell Counties are hereby approved

and transmitted to the Supreme Court of Texas for final action

this 1st day of November, 1993.

B.B. Schraub, Presiding'Judge
Third Administrative Judicial Region



LOCAL RULES

COUNTY COURT AT LAW NO. 1

AND

COUNTY COURT AT LAW NO. 2

JOHNSON COUNTY, TEXAS

The following rules governing practice in the County Courts at Law
No. 1 and No. 2 have been adopted effective January 1, 1994. All prior
rules of the Courts at Law No. 1 and No. 2 are hereby expressly

repealed. These rules shall be effective until amended, modified or

repealed by order of the Court.

Nothing contained in these rules shall be construed or interpreted

as interfering with the right of the Trial Judge to make such

reasonable orders, settings or procedural rulings as in their
discretion may be necessary and proper for the expedient and orderly

dispatch of the business of the Court.

RULES OF DECORUM

A. All officers of the Court, parties, witnesses and the public

shall at all times conduct themselves with dignity so as not to

interfere with the Court's business.

B. All present shall rise and come to order as the Judge takes

the bench.

, C. All persons in attendance while the Court is in session shall

be attentive to the proceedings and cause no distraction.

D. All persons shall be suitably attired. No hats or caps may be

worn in the Courtroom. Except by special permission of the Court, male

officers of the Court shall wear coats and ties; the attire of the

female officers shall be equally suitable.

E. No gestures, facial expressions nor sounds indicating approval

or disapproval of any person, act, testimony or proceeding shall be

permitted.

F. Participants in all proceedings shall be prompt.

6. No one may smoke or chew tobacco in the Courtroom while Court

is in session, without leave of the Court. No active participant to

interrogation shall smoke tobacco or chew gum at any time..

H. Counsel shall instruct parties not to directly contact the

Judge concerning pending matters.

I. Counsel shall be responsible to advise clients and witnesses

of these rules to avoid.embarrassment and delay.
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II.

COURT PROCEEDING

Court will generally begin at 9:00 a.m. Cases may be set at other

times in the Court's discretion.

COPIES OF RULES

A. The County Clerk of Johnson County serving the Court At Law

No. 1 and the Court At Law No. 2 shall record these rules in the

Minutes of each representative County Court At Law.

B. The County Clerk of Johnson County shall duplicate copies of

these rules and shall have copies available for the price of $1.00 per

copy, plus a mailing charge of $.50. All monies so collected shall be

paid to the County Clerk of Johnson County.

IV.

ELECTED OFFICIALS SERVING BOTH COURTS AT LAW

A. Bill Moore, County Attorney, Johnson County Courthouse, 2

Main, Room B-7, Cleburne, Texas 76031. Phone (817)556-6330.

B. Travis Prine, County Clerk, Johnson County Courthouse, 2 Main,

Cleburne, Texas 76031. Phone (817)556-6321.

V.

TRIAL COURT PERSONNEL OF THE JOHNSON COUNTY COURT AT LAW NO. 1

A. Tommy Altaras, County Court At Law No. 1 Judge, Johnson County

Courthouse, 3rd Floor, 2 Main, Room 301, Cleburne, Texas 76031. Phone

(817)556-6353.

B. Tracie Ball, Court Reporter, Johnson County Courthouse, 3rd

Floor, 2 Main, Room 308, Cleburne, Texas 76031. Phone (817)556-6358.

C. Leah Leach, Court Coordinator for probate, civil, domestic

relation, juvenile and mental health hearings, Johnson County,
Courthouse, 3rd Floor, 2 Main, Room 301, Cleburne, Texas 76031. Phone

(817)556-6353.

D. Carla Baze, Court Coordinator for criminal misdemeanor and

Class "C" appeal hearings, Johnson County Courthouse, 3rd Floor, 2

Main, Room 308, Cleburne, Texas 76031. Phone (817)556-6358.
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TRIAL COURT PERSONNEL OF THE COUNTY COURT AT LAW NO. 2

A. William R. Anderson, Jr., County Court At Law No. 2 Judge,
Johnson County Courthouse, Basement, 2 Main, Cleburne, Texas 76031.
Phone (817)556-6395.

B. Karen Kennedy, Court Reporter, Johnson County Courthouse,
Basement, 2 Main, Room B-1, Cleburne, Texas 76031. Phone

(817)556-6396.

C. Jeanette McClain, Court Coordinator, for probate, civil,
domestic relation, juvenile and mental health hearings, Johnson County

Courthouse, Basement, 2 Main, Room B-1, Cleburne, Texas 76031. Phone

(817)556-6395.

D. Bobbie Wickliffe, Court Coordinator for criminal misdemeanor

and traffic appeal hearings, Johnson County Courthouse, Basement, 2

Main, Room B-1, Cleburne, Texas 76031. Phone (817)556-6397.

VI.

FILING OF CASES

Clerk.

A. All civil and probate cases shall be filed with the County

B. All criminal cases and Class C" appeal cases shall be
filed with the County Clerk and for the first six (6) months of the

year shall be filed in County Court At Law No. 2 and for the second six

(6) months of the year shall be filed in County Court At Law No. 1.

C. A district or statutory county court judge may hear and

determine a matter pending in any district or statutory county court in
the county regardless of whether the matter is preliminary or final or

whether there is a judgment in the matter. The judge may sign a

judgment or order in any of the courts regardless of whether the case

is transferred. The judgment, order, or action is valid and binding as

if the case were pending in the court of the judge who acts in the

matter. The authority of this subsection applies to an active, former,

or retired judge assigned to a court having jurisdiction as provided by

Subchapter C. (74094 Government Code). "

VII.

HEARING OF UNCONTESTED CASES, MOTIONS, ETC.

All uncontested cases, motions and other matters set in either
County Court At Law may be heard after a request letter has been

submitted to the Court Coordinator. A date and time must be set by the

coordinator prior to hearing.
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HEARING qF CIVIL CONTESTED CASES - JURY AND NON-JURY

A. Both Courts At Law are served by the Court Coordinators listed
above, whose primary duty is to schedule all court settings, except

both Judges will set cases for hearing when signing Ex Parte orders.

All requests for court case settings should be made directly with the
Court Coordinator who will require the information hereinafter

described:

1. All requests for settings, except probate prove-ups
shall be made in writing addressed to the Court Coordinator and copies

of such requests shall be served on all other attorneys or pro se

parties. The party requesting the setting shall estimate the total

time for trial and state such in their request. The request shall

further state whether the setting is for jury or non-jury. With regard

to domestic relations cases, the request shall further state whether or

not custody is an issue for the Court's determination. These rules

shall not prevent the Judge of any Court from changing the date of any

setting so requested, or from resetting the same in accordance with
these rules, provided that settings of contested cases for trial shall

be made with reasonable notice to the parties as provided by the Texas

Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 245.

B. Settings for Jury Trial. In response to a request for

setting, the Court, through the Court Coordinator, may set the case for

a pre-trial hearing and notify all parties through their respective

attorneys. The Court may set the case for trial on the merits either

before or after the pre-trial hearing. All requests for jury settings

shall be made at least thirty ( 30) days prior to the date requested.

C. The Court will consider motions for mediation on civil

and domestic relations cases. The Court may also require mediation on

those cases where it deems practical. A party may circumvent mediation
by filing a written Motion and having a hearing to decide if mediation

would be impractical.

D. Settings for Non-Jury Trial. In response to a request

for setting, the Court, through the Court Coordinator, will set the

case for hearing on the merits unless a pre-trial is needed. All

requests for non-jury trial shall be made on written request of any

party, or on the court's own motion, with reasonable notice of not less
than forty-five (45) days to the parties of a first setting for trial,

or by agreement of the parties; provided, however, that when a case

previously has been set for trial, the Court may reset said contested

case to a later date on any reasonable notice to the parties of by
agreement of the parties. The request must also state the estimated

length of time to be set aside by the Court for this hearing. A

non-jury setting may be removed from the non-jury docket by payment of

a jury fee thirty (30) days prior to the non-jury setting date.
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IX.

CONFLICT IN TRIAL SETTINGS

A. Attorney Already in Trial in Another Court:

1. When the Court Coordinator or Judge is informed that an

attorney is already in trial, the Court Coordinator will determine the

designation of the court, the county where it is located and time the

attorney went to trial. The Court coordinator will then contact that

Court to determine the probable time of release and advise the

Presiding Judge. The case may then be put on "hold" or reset.

2. If the attorney is not actually in trial, the case will

be called to trial and all counsel or parties so advised.

3. If the attorney's office cannot advise as to where the

attorney is in trial, the case will be called to trial and their office

so advised.

B. Attorney Assigned to Two Courts for the Same Date:

1. Whenever an attorney has two or more cases set for trial

in different Courts on the same date and time, it shall be the duty of

that attorney to bring the matter to the immediate attention of the
Judges concerned upon learning of the conflicting settings.

2. Insofar as practical, Judges should attempt to agree on

which case has priority, otherwise, the following priorities shall be

observed by the Judges of the respective Courts:

a. District Court cases have priority over

County Court At Law cases;

b. Criminal cases have priority over civil

cases;

c. Preferentially set cases have priority

over those not given preference by

statute or otherwise.

X.

POSTPONEMENT AND CONTINUANCES - CIVIL CASES

With the Court's approval, and upon joint motion of the parties,

cases set for trial or pre-trial may be passed and shall be reset upon

request of the attorneys.
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XI

PRE-TRIAL PROCEEDINGS - CIVIL CASES

A. A pre-trial may be required in all civil jury cases prior to a

setting on the merits.

B. Each party appearing in the case shall be represented at all

pre-trials by the attorney (if the party has counsel) who is to conduct

the trial, or by co-counsel with full knowledge of the case and with

authority to bind said party by stipulation and to act on all matters,

including admissions and disclosures that might properly be considered

on pre-trial.

C. Any party requesting a jury trial is expected to have all

affirmative pleadings in their final form, subject to exceptions and

motions which may be directed toward the pleadings, and to have

completed pre-trial discovery, depositions, and admissions prior to

requesting a jury trial.

D. Each party shall be prepared to make stipulations at jury

docket call regarding those facts which appear to be undisputed.

E. Each party shall prepare in proper written form and present to
the Court prior to or at the time of the jury selection, all special

questions which are raised by the pleadings. Written objections as to

the form of the questions so presented shall be made as the Court may

direct.

F. Counsel will be expected at jury docket call to advise the

Court which issues will be disputed and to be familiar with the

authorities applicable to the questions of law raised at pre-trial.

The Court may require counsel to file written briefs on any point in

question and fix the date for their submission.

XII.

RULES AS TO TRIAL OF THE CASE

A. When an attorney settles or dismisses a case which is set for
trial, he shall give notice to the Court Coordinator as soon as

possible.

B. The attorney signing the original petition or the original

answer shall be responsible for all matters pertaining to the case

unless the Court and opposing counsel are notified to the contrary

prior to the time the case is set for trial.

C. If counsel to a case fails to answer the call of the docket

such cause may be subjected to dismissal for want of prosecution, or

the Court may proceed to trial without the attendance of counsel.



D. Once an attorney has entered the courtroom and appeared before
the Court, he shall not leave without obtaining permission from the

Court to do so.

E. All trial counsel are urged to make a bonafide effort to

settle cases before announcing ready for trial. The Court will expect
counsel, before announcing ready, to confer with their client and with

opposing counsel concerning settlement and to recommend an offer which
is in their professional opinion reasonable, unless in their

professional opinion the case is not such as to justify any offer
whatsoever.

F. Cases announced to be READY shall be ready in all respects,
with witnesses and all evidence available so that the trial may proceed

without delay. When out-of-county witnesses are to be called, the

burden shall be on the party using such witnesses to have them

available.

G. No photographs or records will be made in the Courtroom and no

recording devices, cameras or movie cameras will be brought into the

courtroom without first obtaining permission from the presiding Judge.

H. All Judgments, Decrees and Orders pronounced by the Court
shall be reduced to writing by Counsel for the prevailing party, or by

Counsel as directed, and submitted to the court for signature within

ten (10) days of prouncement, or as directed by the Court. When

judgment for a divorce, annulment of marriage or modification of a

prior judgment for divorce is presented to the court, the attorney

shall complete the form required by the State Bureau of Vital

Statistics and such form shall be submitted to the County Clerk with

the final judgment. In cases where child support is ordered or

modified, the attorney shall complete the required child support card

and file same with the Child Support Office located in the County

Clerk's Office.

DISMISSAL AND SCHEDULING - CIVIL

The dismissal docket will conform strictly to Rule 165A of the

Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.

XIV.

CRIMINAL CASES

A. The court will set for each case an arraignment, pre-trial

hearing, non-jury or jury docket call. Additional pre-trial hearings

will be set by the Court as needed. All pre-trial motions must be

filed prior to the first pre-trial setting.

B. Continuances. There will be no summary or automatic "first"

continuances. All continuances shall comply with statutory

requirements.



SIGNED on the -V/-__ day of ___ 1993, and is
effective as of January 1, 1994.

-------- -

7RATI VE

TOMMY ALTARAI LIM R. ANDERSON, JR.

LOCAL ADMINISTATUTORY JUDGE COUNTY COURT AT LAW NO. 2

COUNTY COURT AT LAW NO. 1 JUDGE

JUDGE

C. C% t KI T'f' CbOKE WAYNE 'BR I DEWELL
'AL ADMINSITRATIVE DISTRICT 249TH DISTRICT COURT JUDGEL^
DGE AND 18TH DISTRICT

8

COURT JUDGE



CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL

The attached Local Rules for Johnson County Court at Law

Number One and Johnson County Court at Law Number Two are hereby

approved and transmitted to the Supreme Court of Texas for final

action this lst day of November, 1993.

B.B. Schraub, Presiding Judge
Third Administrative Judicial Region



THE SUPREME COURT OF TE'XAS
CHIEFJUSTICE

THOMAS R. PHILLIPS
POST OFFICE BOX 12248 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

CLERK
JOHN T. ADAMS

TEL: (512) 463-1312

JUSTICES EXECUTIVE ASS'T.

RAUL A. GONZ.AI.EZ
FAX: (512) 463-1365

WILLIAM L. WILLIS

JACK HIGHTOWER
NATHAN L. HECHT ADMINISTRATIVE ASST.

LLOYD DOGGETT NADINE SCHNEIDER

JOHN CORNYN
BOB GAMMAGE
CRAIG ENOCH November 23, 1993
ROSE SPECTOR

Hon. C. C. (Kit) Cook
Local Administrative Judge
18th District Court
County Courthouse
Cleburne, Texas 76031

Hon. Tommy Altaras
Local Administrative Judge
County Court at Law #1
County Courthouse
Cleburne, Texas 76031

Please find enclosed, a copy of the order of the Supreme Court that
approved the local rules of the 18th and 249th Judicial Districts
and the County Courts at Law Nos. 1 and 2 of Johnson County.

Sincerely,

SIGNED

John T. Adams
Clerk

Encl.

cc: Hon. B. B. Schraub
3rd Admin Judicial Rgn

District Clerk

County Clerk

Supreme Court Adv Committee

Mr. Raymond Judice
Office of Court Admin

State Law Library



C. Raymond Judice
Administrative Director

STATE OF TEXAS

OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATION
205 WEST 14TH STREET, SUITE 600

Post Office Box 12066
Austin, Texas 78711-2066

512/463-1625

October 16, 1993

Mr. John T. Adams
Clerk, Supreme Court of Texas
Supreme Court Building
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Mr. Adams:

Jim Hutcheson
Deputy Director-Legal

Enclosed is the original and a copy of a proposed Order of the Supreme Court
approving the local rules of the 18th and 249th Judicial Districts and the County Courts at
Law Nos. 1 and 2 of Johnson County.

After you have entered this proposed order on the Miscellaneous Docket of the Court,
please forward the original of the proposed order to the chambers of Justice Hecht for further
action by the Court.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Enclosures

cc: Justice Nathan L. Hecht
Supreme Court

Hon. C. C. (Kit) Cook
Judge, 18th Judicial District

Hon. Tommy Altaras
County Court at Law No. 1, Johnson County
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