
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 

Misc. Docket No. 

APPROVAL OF AMENDED LOCAL RULES FOR THE DISTRICT COURTS AND 
CONSTITUTIONAL AND STATUTORY COUNTY COURTS OF WICHITA COUNTY 

ORDERED that: 

Pursuant to Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 3a, the following amended Local Rules for the 
District Courts and Constitutional and Statutory County Courts of Wichita County are approved, 
except for Rule lA.l ("Private Process Servers"), which is disapproved as inconsistent with the 
Court's order in Misc. Docket No. 06-9142. These amended rules supercede prior versions of the 
same local rules. 

In Chambers, this 30th day of January, 2007. 



Scott Brister, Justice 

Paul W. Green, Justice 

Don R. Willett, Justice 
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WICHITA COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
PRESIDING JUDGE: 

Robert P. Brotherton 
900 7TH STREET, ROOM 360 

WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS 76301-2483 
TELEPHONE: 

FAX: 
940/766·8180 
940/766·8253 

OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER: 
Leslie C. Ryan-Hash 

BALIFF/COORDINATOR: 
Helen Gass 

January 3, 2007 

Honorable Jeff Walker 
8th Administrative Judicial Region 
Tarrant County Justice Center 
401 W. Belknap Street 
Fort Worth, Texas 76196 

Re: Wichita County Local Rules of Practice 

Dear Jeff: 

Enclosed please find the original and one copy ofour local rules as amended. The copy is for 
your records. The sections which have been added or amended are: 

Rule I.l.d Ex-Parte Communication 

Rule 1.4.1 Private Process Servers 

Rule 1.7 Uncontested Matters 

Rule 1.8 Orders Sent to Judges 

Rule 3.1.1 Pretrial Conferences 

I have also enclosed a stamped envelope addressed to Mr. Jody Hughes at the Supreme 
Court. Once you have approved the changes, please forward the rules to Mr. Hughes. I have 
emailed him a copy previously. 



Sincerely, 

Robert P. Brotherton 

RPB/hwg 
cc: File 



ORDER AOOPTlNG WICHnA COUNTY
 
,-,,->''L-n,1'-' RULES OF PRACTICE
 

OFTHE
 
CONSTITUTIONAL AND 

STATUTORY COUNTY 
As Amended 

IT IS ORDERED by the District Judges, County Court at Law of Wichita County, Texas, pursuant to Rule 
3a, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure and Articles 28,0 I and 33,08 ~",'_:_",,_I Procedure, that 

I ,	 the following Local Rules of Practice, as amended, are adopted and shall become effective thirty (30) days after the date of 
this order, and upon approval ofthe Presiding Judge of the Eighth Administrative Region and the Supreme Court of Texas; 

2.	 the Clerks of these Courts shall, upon approval of these rules by the Supreme Court of Texas, record the same together 
with a copy of this Order and the Order of the Supreme Court of Texas, approving the same, in the minutes of these COUltS; 

3.	 the Clerks of these Courts shall, upon make available, to each lawyer practicing in Wichita County, Texas, a copy 
of these Rules, together with a copy Order; 

4.	 these Rules shall be construed and interpreted in addition to, and in conformity with, and not as superseding the 
Constitution and Laws of the State of Texas and rules of the .vr rrtrerne Court of Texas or the Court of Criminal Appeals. 
These Rules shall not be construed to prohibit the Courts of from making orders, settings or procedures, 
which, in the Courts' discretion, may further the orderly administration and, 

5.	 should any of these Rules, or any part thereof, not be approved by the Supreme Court of Texas, or should any of these 
Rules, or any part thereof, be held invalid for any reason, such failure to approve or such invalidity shall not affect the 
validity of any other rule or part thereat: all of which have been separately considered and adopted. 

SIGNED the day of January, 2007. 

County Court at Law #2 

APPROVED by the Presiding Judge of the Eighth Administrative Region on 

Administrative Region 



3. 

incorporated U"''''H by 

c. 



e. 

at 

2.	 court proceedings. 

3. 

4.	 0\)11eC1lIOI1S to 

5. 

6.	 not interrupt or over opposma counsel, except 
to state tormat objections. 

7. 

8.	 nor insinuate derogatory or Hl.:>UlLUlM 

opposing counsel. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

documentary or tangible evidence.
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f. 

courtroom during 

1.	 court proceedings. 

tobacco use m IS pernntted. 

3.	 No bottles, beveraee containers, edibles are UHUV11"-'U 

courtroom except as permitted 

r-hr-wirio IS permitted. 

5.	 newsoaners uVV"-"'. or magazmes IS nemntted. 

6.	 IS permitted. 

7.	 L~UJ'"U''''' or unnecessary IS permitted
 
court proceedinz.
 

8.	 expression, shaking or nocomz 
conduct, express annroval or disapproval 

courtroom. 

9.	 at 
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10. 

11.	 nh"C'{,;l! contact 

12. 

13.	 No cnuoren
 
courtrooms during
 

court of conduct 
courtroom deCOl'UJ1l1. 

a.	 Consent or Noltu~e Required 

hearing shall 
all parties not rommz 

had an to vVI""L. 

contmuance does not mean automatic ;llnn""',r" 

to 
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c. 

as 
vacauon or 

not 

1. 

to 

3. No more 

4. and August, no more 

designated nPlrloiri unless an 
to the designation 

IN TRIAL 

a. 

at 
matter to 

the 
conflicting courts can 

Proceoure or the 
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3. 

are detained 

71 

Secuon 21.11, 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

(iv) 

Election contests 

l'rolubited Sexual 
auegeo ottense IS 
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9.
 

1.	 n;TV<:II'.lll or econonuc to 

rviatters i",u"II,,;r,n substantial substantive or constitunonal 
precedence over matters ,n./AI·u,r.n permits, ncenses, or 

3.	 concernz-r- '._.'.1 

4.	 a capacity or 

a. 

b. 

own motion. 

c.	 as a same court 
ongmai case. 
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d. 

petition or motion: 

a. 

to 

responsible for nni'ihr,nn 

settlement and/or cancellations 

b. weeks and non-iurv 
preceding year. 
matters. Civil 

set Courts by the 
mamtam a separate calendar jury 

held at 8:30 a.m. on 
on a 
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c. 

d. requestmg a setting, counsel attempt to coordinate a settmz 

e. be by suomission only, except 

a. 
filing any motion, counsel 

parties arrected 

law to 
a moving shall ,..."",r", r­

requested relief to determine whether or not 
be Such is required 

motions except motions to dismiss the entire action or mdrctment, 
motions to suppress, judgment and motions for new 

b. motions a certificate by the party same 
to resolve Court intervention have been attempted and 
failed and efforts date, 
method. If an opposing party is and party not respond to 
efforts to confer, counsel certify that the pro se party failed to 
respond. 

c. not set 
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at 

govern the procedure U/,,,h,t,, County 
to receive and file electronically transmitted court documents, 

1. 

2. 

3. 



5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

upon recerpt an electromcall 
completeness of 

charge authonzation or 

transmitted document shall 

11. 

12. 
sender an acknowledgment 

13. court 



IS 

15.� 

a. time 

1. of counsel's knowreoze. 
is sought is not represented 

2. party against soulghtis by 
counsel, that (i) notined of the application 

not tnereon; or 
presentmg the aopncanon mngentty attempted to 

circumstances 
not permit a(lOlUOnal ~U'"""0 

b. presented to court "",I"""" accompanied a 

a. 
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L 

2. 

3. 

c. parties are to serve objections to 
obiections to 
rpc·pir,t of 

e. 

f sanctions pursuant toto comply may result 
the Texas of without limitation, mctudes 
exclusion of exhibits, witnesses, or waiver of objections. 

COUNSEL 

3. 

Withdrawal 
Civil Procedure, as amended, 

Texas of 

c. 

another attorney is not to 
the does not consent to the motion 
attorney shall the 
to sign an 

return recemt requested. 

13� 



as to irp,n't1FP a 

3. 

c. 

an 

to an 
by one of the parties that pi-i-,--,.rh' 

without a heannz, 
enter an 



Atrenoanee at 

cornorate representative insurance company representative, accountant or 
authority to 

Proceoure, as 
disrmss a case to 

a. 

c. 

,h<:;('{Yvpy'V dispute, a 
matenal .,.p!",t",·,rl to 

d. discoverv matenats not nr,'·vI,""'" Iv 

post-judgment pUllJOseS nnt·hn.,,,t a "I-"_'-'U"-' 
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3. 

orders� 
content.� 

Upon to h,......,<o,h 

or decree, unthln 

case or place 
discretion. 

c.� Procedure for 

delivered to 
reduced to uJrltm,u 

opposing 
same fashion. Agreed 

counsel as to 

Not Furnished 

judgment, 
period, the continue the 
dismissal docket, at Court's 

counsel is unable to secure all opposing counsel's approval as to form, 
counsel may: 

1.� a motion 
and secure a heanng 
counsel pursuant to 
a the 

2. 

the proposed judgment, 
same, with 

21a, Texas Rules 
assess costs and attorney 

16� 



judgment, decree or 
same pursuant 

LJh>CU',",' Clerk, once 
proceeds to the minor 

ARRAIGNMENT 

indictment, all defendants, attorneys and bondpersons are required to 
personally for the arraignment unless arraignment is 
waived as set out below. Arraignment may waived in writing if signed by 
attorney, and at least forty-eight (48) hours to 
arraignment. Arraignment shall be scheduled for the second Friday following 
indictment at 8:30 a.m. Failure to appear shall result forfeiture of bail pursuant 
to 22.01 et seq. 

to a criminal case 
Conference. 

case. 
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a. 

a plea, 
judge 

authority of 
assigned to a court as provided 

c. 

3. Non-capital cases 

provisions� 
Procedures� 
Accused D="o",~c
 

a capital offense 
appointed pursuant to 
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a 
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a. 

SCn(X1U1ied by 

reouired to 

Responding Party Seeking 



C. 

matters 
granted not more 

(2)� ..,-_._.. .; divided. 
temporary matters, including a a temporary 

granted not more than one (1) hour to present the case, 
Counsel should not request an 

IS 

unworkable or inappropriate. 
shall determine shall be allotted the neannz, 

Documents Required 

cases in which support of a spouse "nrilnr Ism 
shall be required to furnish: 

1.� statement of monthly mC;OITle and expenses in a 
substantially similar to attached to rules as Annendix 2. 

2.� Copies of that party's federal income tax returns for two 
calendar years prior to the temporary hearing and/or 

3.� All payroll statements, stubs, W2 forms, and/or 1 forms 
which evidence earnings calendar prior to 
the temporary from 1 of the current year 
through the date of the temporary hearing. 

c. all cases 

presented for signature, 
Failure to tender 

render the judgment non-fileable. 

f. 
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3. 

c. 

complete the course prior to a final on 

completmg the course shall a certificate of completion 
","·hal thirty (30) days completion course, or at 

next court is sooner. 

e. 



3. 

c. 

3. 



the 
oarent-cnuo relatronsnrp IS 

c. 

Support 

fT][lIA1CU'lf'l.j FOR RULES 

rovernment Code, Section 75.011 
Procedure, as amended, 

mnerent powers court to i\-,"~"'U(U'" 

orderly and erncrent oispatcn 



tenus counsel, artorney of lrp{',rwti as used shall 
apply to an se. 

past, or 
mascunne, feminine or neuter gender 

supersede any 
effective by 

MENTAL AND 

These rules apply to mental and matters except as otherwise 
ordered by judges of the County Courts at Counsel handling cases 
should contact the Coordinators of the respective courts for specific 
guidelines applicable to those cases. 


