COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS

The Court of Criminal Appeals is the highest state
court for eriminal appeals and is composed of a Pres-
iding Judge, four judges and two permanent com-
missioners. In addition, pursuant to Article 1811e,
V.AT.S., five special commissioners served the
court at various times during the year. The special
commissioners included two retired judges who as-
sisted throughout the year and three justices from
the courts of civil appeals.

The Court of Criminal Appeals faced another re-
cord caseload in 1976. The 2,458 new cases docketed
in the Court represent a 32 percent increase over the
1,863 cases docketed in 1975 and were 43 percent
higher than the ten-year average of 1,393.

A total of 1,156 applications for writs of habeas
corpus and mandamus were filed during 1976. One
thousand ninety-two such matters were disposed of
in 1976, an increase of 30 percent over the 1975 total
of 839 and 47 percent higher than the ten-year aver-
age.

In 1976, the Court of Criminal Appeals disposed of
67 percent of the cases docketed during the year or
carried over from 1975, compared to 71 percent the
previous year. Seventy-five percent were disposed of
by per curiam opinions, compared to 76 percent in
1975.

Two thousand one hundred seventy-seven opin-
ons (including dissents and concurrences) were
written in 1976, 16 percent more than the 1975 total
of 1,869. Twenty-six percent of these were authored
opinions.

The Court of Criminal Appeals affirmed the trial
court’s decision ‘n 78 percent of the cases reviewed
and dismissed or abated the appeal in an additional
13 percent.

One thousand seventy-five docketed cases were
pending at the end of 1976 — 54 percent higher than
a year earlier and 97 percent higher than the ten-
vear average of 5486,

Based on the service of five judges and four full-
time commissioners, the caseload per judge in the
Court of Criminal Appeals was higher than that of
the other appellate courts. The number of cases filed
per judge or commissioner increased to 273 in 1976
from 207 in 1975,

The intermediate state appellate courts in Texas
do not have criminal jurisdiction. As a result, appe-
als in criminal cases are directly to the Court of
Criminal Appeals from the district and county
courts. Due to the absence of an intermediate appel-
late court system for criminal cases, the Court of
Criminal Appeals hears cases which in other states
would be heard by one or more intermediate courts.

Figure 2. COURTS OF CRIMINAL APPEALS
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The Court of Criminal Appeals is also burdened by
the provision of Article 44.24 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure which requires the Court to deliver a
written opinion or certificate with citation of sup-
porting authorities in each case it decides. This rule
resulted in the five judges and four commissioners of
the Court writing an average of 242 opinions each
during 1976. In 1975, the average was 208.
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COURT OF CRIMINAL
APPEALS
1976 Statistics

s pending January 1, 1976--
5 liled lor the year ending December
reinstated on the dockel-——-e—cmmeeoam

Cases disposed of lfor the year ending December 31, 1976--cocmmmm e oo oo c e e

Cases pending December 31, 1976:

Under submission on Felear e — e e s o oo e e e e e e e e
Under original submissiOl--eccccccmmm e m e o e

Pending on motion for leave to file motion for rehearinge-——eccemmcmmmmma o
Waiting to become final or for motion for rehearing

Pending on motion for rebhearing-————c oo o e
Unsubmitted cases e et . e e B

Disposition of cases for period mentioned:

Appeals dismissed------- -
Appeals abated
Reversed and remanded

Reversed and dismissed ——— -
Reversed and bail granted - -
Reversed and remanded in part and atixrmed in paxt
Remanded to trial court----
Habeas corpus reliel granted----
Habeas corpus reliel denied---- -
Habe corpus relief granted in part and denied in part----
Application for writ of habeas corpus dismissed from the docket

Disposition of motions for leave to file motions for rehearing:

Leave to file motions for rehearing denjed-—cccmmmmmrmmecccm e e c e e e
Leave to file motions for rehearing granted-

Motions for rehearing disposed of by the Court:

Motions overruled without written opinion
Motions overrvuled with written opinion—-
Motions granted with written opinion

Number of opinicns written by the Court:

Origini] OpP i iorSe - s e s oim o o
Concurring opinions -

DisSenting OPLINionSe - e e s e o o o o o o o o o
Opinions dissenting in part and concurring in parte-—-—-emmmmm e
Opinions granting rehearing

Opinions denying rehearing----- -

Applications for writ of habeas Cﬂ:puq
December 31, 1976-————-

ete,. received ftor the year ending

Applications for writ of habeas corpus, ete. pending January 1, 1976-—-—cmmmmmmom e e e e e

Disposition of applications for writ of habeas corpus, ete. for the year

ending December 31, 1976

Applications for writ of habeas corpus, etc, denied with written order

(rehearings included)---—- P 3 e e e e
Applications for writ of habeas corpus, ete. denied without written order
(rehearings included)——— - e cm e e =
Applications for writ of habeas corpus dismissed--=--c—o-a=-= e
Applications for writ of habeas corpus, ete. ordered filed and set for
submission-———ama= - - s
Applications for writ of habeas corpus, etc. marked "no action—eeeceeocmmmmaon oo

Hearings ordered on applications for writ of habeas corpus, etc.--
Out of time appeals granted
Application for writ of mandamus granted in part and denied in part

Total-mm e e e e e e —————
Applications for writ of habeas corpus, ete. under consideration of the Court-—-——;c——mmmee—o
Appealed cases disposed of for the year ending December 3], 1976 —cmmemmccccccccc e o —————
Applications for writ of habeas corpus, etc. dispozed of for the year ending
December 31, 1976-- ——— e e, S ST
e R T B et

1616
43
171
121
100
17
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