COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS

The Court of Criminal Appeals is the highest state
court for eriminal appeals and during 1977 was com-
posed of a Presiding Judge, four judges and two per-
manent commissioners. By a constitutional amend-
ment adopted in November, 1977, the Court is now
composed of a Presiding Judge and eight judges. In
addition, pursuant to Article 1811e, V.A.T.S., five spe-
cial commissioners served the Court at various times
during the year. The special commissioners included
two retired judges who assisted throughout the year
and three justices from the courts of civil appeals who
assisted during January and February, 1977.

The Court of Criminal Appeals faced another record
caseload in 1977. The 3,267 new cases docketed in the
Court represent a 33 percent increase over the 2,468
cases docketed in 1976 and were 101 percent higher
than the ten-year average of 1,625.

A total of 1,396 applications for writs of habeas cor-
pus and mandamus were filed during 1977. One thou-
sand three hundred sixty-one matters were disposed
of in 1977, an increase of 27 percent over the 1976
total of 1,092 and 65 percent higher than the ten-
year average.

An amendment to Article 40.09, sec. 16, C.C.P., ef-
fective May 25, 1977, gave the Court exclusive power
to grant extensions of time for the filing of transcrip-
tions of court reporters’ notes, bills of exception and
briefs in criminal cases. The Court heard and dis-
posed of 1,887 such applications.

In 1977, the Court of Criminal Appeals disposed of
57 percent of the cases docketed during the year or
carried over from 1976, compared to 67 percent the
previous year. Eighty-two percent were disposed of by
per curiam opinions, compared to 75 percent in 1976.

Two thousand seven hundred seventy-eight opin-
ions (including dissents and concurrences) were writ-
ten in 1977, 28 percent more than the 1976 total of
2,177. Twenty-four percent of these were authored
opinions.

The Court of Criminal Appeals affirmed the trial
court’s decision in 74 percent of the cases reviewed
and dismissed or abated the appeal in an additional
10 percent.

One thousand nine hundred four docketed cases
were pending at the end of 1977 — 77 percent higher
than a year earlier and 167 percent higher than the
ten-year average of 714.

Based on the service of five judges and four full-
time commissioners, the caseload per judge in the
Court of Criminal Appeals was higher than that of
the other appellate courts. The number of cases filed
per judge or commissioner increased to 363 in 1977
from 273 in 1976.

The intermediate state appellate courts in Texas do
not have criminal jurisdiction. As a result, appeals in
criminal cases are directly to the Court of Criminal
Appeals from the district and county courts. Due to
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the absence of an intermediate appellate court system
for criminal cases, the Court of Criminal Appeals
hears cases which in other states would be heard by
one or more intermediate courts.

The Court of Criminal Appeals is also burdened by
the provision of Article 44.24 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure which requires the Court to deliver a writ-
ten opinion or certificate with citation of supporting
authorities in each case it decides. This rule resulted
in the five judges and four commissioners of the Court
writing an average of 308 opinions each during 1977,
In 1976, the average was 242,




COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS
1977 Statistics

pending Janusry 1, 1075

filed for the year endipg December 31, 1877 3267

reingstated on the dotkef-——s-c—mmmre s m e m e et s mE - s s 113 4455
Cases disposed of for the year ending December 31, B i et b et 2551
Cases pending December 31, 1977:

tnder submissiol oh rebhearinges—smsme—mm e e s m e o s oS 7

Under original submissiop----- a7

Pending on motion for leave to file motion for rehearing---
Waiting to hecome [inal or for motion for leave Lo file mo
Pending enmotion: for reheiring-———wememeemmr oo e m————
Unsubmitted CABEB-————s==mmmmm—— e amn———
On appeal to the United States Supreme Court

Disposition of cases for period mentioned:

AfCirmed
Re formed
Appeals dismi d--
Appeals abated----
Reversed and remanded----=ememmm———e—mm e e
Reversed and dismissed--———=cemmeem—omma—mue-
Reversed and bail granted-
Reversed-——cemmmreere—————— e

Remanded to trial court for hearing on punishment
Habeas covpus reliefl granted-
Habeas corpus relief denied
Applications for writ of mandamus granted
Application tor wril of mandamus denied---------

Disposition af motions Tor leave to file metions for rehearing:
LIEPDELLLOR : 1

Leave to {ile motions [or rehearing denied 367
Leave 1o [11e molions Tor rehearing granted 58
426
Motions [or rehearing disposed of by the Court:
Mot ions overruled without written opinion 18
MolLions overruled with written opinion 10
Motlions granted with written opinion o
4
Number of opinio the Court
Original opinions 2593
Concurring opinions 34
Digsenting opinionS-seeeeecer e e e m 101
Opinicns concurring in part and dissenting 11
Opinions granting rebearing-—— v —ccmmmmmmamemio o 19
Opinions denying rehearinge-=--——=—m-—————————m—m—aa 20
Pk
Applications for writ of habeas corpus, ete. received lor Lhe year ending
December 31, 187 7= e e e e e e e e e — 1386
Applications for writ of habeas corpus, ete. pending January 1, 1877-----m-moomomommmmmmenn Gd
lx ition of applications !'nxj_ u_-_r_i_t ol habeas corpus, etc, I_or_'.._lln year
ending December 31, 1977 .
Applivations for writ ol habeas corpus, ete. denied with wrilten order
(renearings Included)--c-eememmamo—o e o
Applications for writ of haheas corpus
{rehearinpgs Ineluded)--oomomocmaaa b et 1133
Applications for writ of habeas corpus dismissed--—-—- 19
Applications for writ of habeas corpu etc, orderead
submiss - - - e e ——————————— RS
Applic writ of habeas corpus, etc. marked "no action” T
Hearings ordered on applications for writ of habeas corpus, et 11
Mut of time appeals granted-————-—m e e e e 7
Applications for writ ol habeas corpus granted with writt order 3]
Tofalmmm e e 1361
Applications for wril of habeas corpus, etc. under consideration of the Court 35
lj’\ppl'ir‘:nl.iunr-‘. for extension of Lime heard and disposed of---=---mmmommm e e 1887
Appealed cases disposed of for the year ending December 31, 1977-------—omm—mmmmmmmmmmmmaeo 2551
Applications [or wril of habeas corpus, ete. disposed of for the year ending
December 31, 107 T em e e e e sk - 1381
Total 391z

1A1\ amendment 10 Article 40.09, Section 16, V.A.C.C.P., effective May 25, 1877, gave this Court
exclusive power Lo grant extensions of time for the filing of transcriptions of court reporter's
notes, bills of exception and briefs.
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