COURTS OF APPEALS
Analysis of 1982 Activity

There are 14 Courts of Appeals in Texas which,
since September 1, 1981, have heard intermediate
appeals in both civil and criminal cases. Five of
the courts have three justices each. The others
range in size up to the Dallas Court, which had 12
justices in 1982 and added one more on January 1,
1983.

There were a total of 75 justices on the
Courts of Appeals at the beginning of 1982. Three
more were added to the Austin Court on September
L. The average number of justices serving in
these courts during the year was 76.

Growth of Criminal Backlog Slowed Down

The growing backlog of criminal appeals in
T'exas, which reached crisis proportions from 1974
to 1980, was nearly brought under control by the
Courts of Appeals during 1982,

From 1974 to 1980-—-when original criminal
appeals were heard exclusively by the single Court

of Criminal Appeals in Austin--the backlog had
grown annually by an average of 45 percent per
year.

During 1982, the first full year in which the
intermediate Courts of Appeals had jurisdiction
over criminal cases, the pending criminal case
backlog in those courts increased by only 7.1
percent.

Looking at all original appeals of criminal
cases, whether pending in the Court of Criminal
Appeals or in one of the Courts of Appeals, that
backlog was actually reduced by 14 percent during
1982--the first such reduction since 1974. Even
so, a staggering 5,700 original criminal cases
were pending in the appellate courts at the end of
1982.

The Courts of Appeals had 4,463 criminal cases
and 2,432 civil cases pending as of January 1,
1983.

These 14 courts disposed of 6,837 total cases
during 1982, an average of 90 dispositions (58
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Figure 7.
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eriminal and 32 civil) per justice. A total of
7,611 cases were added to the dockets of the
Courts of Appeals during the year, which included
4,691 eriminal cases and 2,920 civil cases.

One measure of the success of the Courts of
Appeals in handling criminal cases is their record
in disposing of cases transterred to them by the
Court of Criminal Appeals.

When the Courts of Appeals first began
exercising criminal jurisdiction on September 1,
1981--as the result of a constitutional
amendment--the Court of Criminal Appeals
transferred 1,637 pending criminal cases from its
docket to the various Courts of Appeals.

Of the 1,637 cases transferred, all but 76 had
been disposed of by the end of February 1983, the
Texas Judieial Council reported.

Controlling growth of the eriminal backlog was
made more critical by the unexpected surge in
eriminal case filings which occurred after the
Courts of Appeals began hearing criminal cases.

There were nearly 50 percent more criminal
cases added to the dockets of the Courts of
Appeals in 1982 than were added to the docket of

Amarillo

Beaumont
Eastland
Tyler

Corpus Christi
Houstan {14th)

PENDING TEERER

the Court of Criminal Appeals in 1980.

Two of the Courts of Appeals are located in
Houston. One each is located in Fort Worth,
Austin, San Antonio, Dallas, Texarkana, Amarillo,
¥l Paso, Beaumont, Waco, Eastland, Tyler and
Corpus Christi. Each court has jurisdiction over
a supreme judicial district.

Actual reduction of the huge backlogs, both
civil and criminal, is the next gosal for the
Ccurts of Appeals. The size of this task is
illustrated as follows: if no more new cases were
filed in the Courts of Appeals, and each of the T4
current justices continued to dispose of YU cases
per year, it would still take almost an entire
year just to eliminate the 6,895 case backlog.

Filings Averaged 100 Per Justice

Considering civil and criminal cases together,
the Fifth Court of Appeals in Dallas had the
highest average number of cases filed per justice
(126) during 1982. State average filings were 100
per justice.

The Eleventh Court of Appeals in Eastland
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disposed of the largest number of cases per
justice (120) during 1982. State average
dispositions were 90 per justice.

The largest number of pending cases per
justice at the end of the year (120) was in the
Fourth Court of Appeals in San Antonio. The
lowest number was in the Tenth Court in Waco (34).
The State average for pending cases was 88 per

justice.
Approximately 25 percent of all cases filed in
a Court of Appeals in Texas in 1982 were filed in
the two Courts Houston.

one of located in
Approximately 20 percent of all cases filed in the

Appeals

State were filed in the Dallas Court.
of
11t

In 1982, justices of the Courts
wrote opinions relating to 6,509 cases,
percent more than the 3,016 in 1981. ‘'lhe Courts
of Appeals reversed, at least in part, the
decision of the trial court in 13.3 percent of the
cases disposed of, compared to 18.9 percent in
1981.

While the 14 Courts of Appeals operate to a
large extent as autonomous courts in specific
geographic areas, some equalization of the dockets
occurs by transfer of cases among the courts by
order of the Supreme Court, pursuant to Article

Figure 8.
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1738, V.T.C.S. The Supreme Court transferred 59
civil cases and 61 ecriminal cases in 1982,
compared with 371 civil cases and 434 criminal
cases transferred in 1981. I addition, the Court
of Criminal Appeals completed the transfers
allowed when the Courts of Appeals acquired
criminal jurisdiction, by transferring 228 cases
to the Third Court.

Disposition of Criminal Cases

Of the 4,463 criminal cases pending in the
Courts of Appeals at the end of 1982, 46.1 percent
had been on the docket less than 6 months, 34.0
percent from 6 to 12 months, and 19.9 percent more
than 12 months.

The average lapse of time between filing of a
eriminal case in a Court of Appeals and its
disposition ranged from 4.4 months in the Austin
Court to 8.5 months in the San Antonio Court. The
average for all courts was 6.7 months.

A case is "submitted" when the court hears
oral argument or when it is referred to the
justices for formal consideration if no oral
grgument is heard. The average lapse of time
between submission of a criminal appeal and its
disposition ranged from 0.3 of a month in the
Eastland Court to 3.4 months in the El Paso Court.
The average for all courts was 1.5 months.

New Civil Filings Remain Level

New civil cases filed in all of the Courts of
Appeals during 1982 increased only 1.1 percent
over 1981 and were 34 percent higher than the ten-
year average. More new civil cases were filed in

1982 than in 1981 in all but the Texarkana,
Amarillo, El Paso, Waco, and Houston Fourteenth
Courts. Of the courts with increased civil
filings, the Eleventh Court in Kastland experi-
enced the largest percentage increase--24.2
percent (16 cases) and the Tyler Court had the
largest increase in actual number of civil
filings--18 cases. The Dallas Court continued to
receive more new civil filings than any other
court--512 compared to the average of 204 per
court. The two courts in Houston, each of which
has jurisdiction of the same geographical area,
received a total of 308 civil cases each, 21 cases
(3.3 percent) less than in 1981.

Pending Civil Backlog Grows

At the end of 1982, 2,432 civil cases were
pending on the dockets of the Courts of Appeals,
24.5 percent more than the 1,954 pending on
December 31, 1981. Of those civil cases pending
December 31, 1982, 51.3 percent had been on the
docket less than 6 months, 30.7 percent from 6 to
12 months, and 18.0 percent more than 12 months.

The average lapse of time between the filing
of a civil case in a Court of Appeals and its
disposition ranged from 5.3 months in the Houston
First Court to 9.9 months in the Amarillo Court.
The average for all courts was 7.6 months,
slightly longer than the 6.9 months during 1981.

The average lapse of time from the submission
of a civil case to the court and its disposition
ranged from 0.6 of a month in the Fort Worth Court
to 3.8 months in the Austin Court. The average
for all courts was 2.4 months, as compared with
2.2 months in 1931.
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COURTS OF APPEALS
1982 Statistics (Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CIVIL CASES WERE APPEALED DURING 1982

Harris
Dal las
Bexar
Travis
Tarrant
El Paso
Nueces
Jefferson
Lubbock
Hidalgo
Webb
McLennan
Denton
Potter
Bowie
Galveston
Lameron
Jim Wells
Gregg
Taylor
Fort bend
Ball
Brazoria
Collin
Hrazos
Ector
Smith
Victoria
Johnson
Montgomery
Wichita
Eastiand
Midland
Angel ina
Harrison
Orange
Grayson
Lee

Erath
Fayette
Jasper
Kerr
Randal |
Rusk

Wal ker
Brown
Comal
Hopkins
Kaufman
Leon
Matagorda

492
472
200
166
142

i = —_— RN RO R IR R L L N e O O
oSN EGOONITUBTCTCoNNNO IR BO N L NT O ®

g
e~ NN oo ®@®oe o

Maverick
San Patricio
Cass
Cooke
Grimes
Guadalupe
Hardin
Henderson
Madi son
Nacogdoches
Parker
Shel by
Wharton
Anderson
Bastrop
Burleson
Cherokee
Hood
Hutchinson
Palo Pinto
Panocla
Rockwal |
San Jacinto
Starr
Aransas
Bailey

Bee

Burnat
Dawson
Dimmit
Duval
Howard
Hunt
Kandal |
Liberty
Marion
Navarro
Robert son
Tom Green
Williamson
Handera
Caldwel |
Carson
Chambers
Coryel |l
Fannin
Freestone
Frio
Gaines
Garza

Hal |
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Hockley
Jones
Kleberg
Live Oak
Llano
Medina
Reeves
Sabine
Stephens
Titus
Upshur
Uval de
Van Zandt
Wal ler
Washington
lavala
Baylor
Bosque
Brooks
Cal houn
Colorado
Coman che
Deaf Smith
Falls

Gil lespie
Goliad
Gonzales
Gray

Hale
Hami | ton
Hansford
Hardeman
Hays

Hill
Houston
Jack
Karnes
Kinney
Lamb
Limestone
Montague
Moore
Morris
Pecos
Polk
Refugio
San Augustine
San Saba
Swisher
Trinity
Tyler

NRNNRONNRNNRNRRRRNRRRDNON DN RN R BRI I RS I I IR W W e o e e W L W e A

Val Verde
Winkler
Young
Lapata
Andrews
Archer
Austin
Brewster
Childress
Cochran
Col lingsworth
Concho
Cofttle
Crane
Crockett
Crosby
Ellis
Fisher
Foard
Franklin
Hudspeth
Kenedy
Kimble
Knox
Lamar

La Salle
Lavaca
Lipscomb
Lynn
McCul loch
McMul len
Menard
Milam
Mitchel |
Newton
Parmer
Rains
Reagan
Real

Red River
Terrel |
Terry
Upton
Ward
Wilbarger
Wil son
Wise
Yoakum
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COURTS OF APPEALS

1982 Statistics (Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CRIMINAL CASES WERE APPEALED DURING 1982

Harris
Dallas
Bexar
Tarrant

El Paso
Jefferson
Palo Pinto
Travis
Lubbock
Nuecaes
Taylor
Bel |
Potter
Galveston
Collin
Brazoria
McLennan
Grayson
Hale

Gregg
Cameron
Brazos
Smith
Orange
Denton
Wichita
Caldwel |
Hidal go
Randal |
Ector
Midland
Fort Bend
Ellis

Hill

Frio
Nacogdoches
Reeves

San Patricio
Wil l iamson
Wal ker
Montgomery
Parker

Tom Green
Hays

1,078
81717
252
182
167
120
106
106
99
92
72
58

54
47
35
35
33
33
32
31

25
25
22
21

21

20
20
20
19
19
18
12
12
11

1
1

11

n

OO o

Hood

Hunt

Kerr
Kieberg
Moore
Victoria
Eastland
Navarro
Nolan

Van Zandt
Chambers
Comal
Deaf Smith
Falls
Harri son
Henderson
Hock | ey
Jackson
Kaufman
Angel I na
Aransas
Dal lam
Gray
Hopkins
Lamb

Shel by
Webb
Bowie
Brown
Fayette
Hut chinson
Lampasas
Liberty
Limestons
Refugio
Scurry
Terry

Val Verde
Wal ler
Wil lacy
Wise
Anderson
Austin
Bailey
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Bee
Brooks
Cass
Cooke

Cul berson
Dawson
Fisher
Gaines
Goliad
Karnes
Lipscomb
Live Oak
Milam
Swisher
Ward
Atascosa
Bandera
Cal houn
Carson
Castro
Childress
Clay
Coleman
Col lingsworth
Coman che
Erath
Freestone
Gillespie
Gonzales
Grimes
Guadalupe
Hansford
Hardeman
Houston
Howard
Hudspeth
Jasper
Jim Wells
Johnson
Kinney
McCul loch
Maveri ck
Medina
Mitchel |
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Ochiltree
Rusk
Upshur
Uval de
Wil son
Young
Andrews
Bastrop
Burleson
Cherokee
Colorado
Coryel |
Crockett
Dimmit
Floyd
Foard
Garza
Hami | ton
Hardin
Hartley
Haskel |
Kendal |
Knox

Lee

Leon
Mad i son
Matagorda
Parmer
Pol k
Rains
Reagan
Runnel s
San Jacinto
Schleicher
Stonewal |
Terrel |
Titus
Trinity
Upton
Wharton
Wheeler
Wilbarger
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