COURTS OF APPEALS
Analysis of 1983 Activity

There are 14 Courts of Appeals in Texas which,
since September 1, 1981, have heard intermediate
appeals in both eivil and criminal cases. Five of
the courts have three justices each. The others
range in size up to the Dallas Court, with 13
justices.

There were a total of 79 justices on the
Courts of Appeals at the beginning of 1983. One
more was added to the Fort Worth Court on
September 1, for a total at the end of the year of
80 justices statewide.

Growth of Criminal Backlog Controlled

The growth of the backlog of criminal appeals
in Texas, which reached crisis proportions from
1974 to 1980, was brought under control by the
Courts of Appeals during 1983.

From 1974 to 1980—when original criminal
appeals were heard exclusively by the single Court
of Criminal Appeals in Austin--the backlog had
grown annually by an average of 45 percent per

year.

During 1982, the first full year in which the
intermediate Courts of Appeals had jurisdiction
over criminal cases, the pending criminal case
backlog in those courts increased by only 7.1
percent and in 1983, pending eriminal cases
decreased 21.2 percent.

The Courts of Appeals had 4,423 criminal cases
and 2,393 civil cases pending as of January 1,
1983. On December 31, 3,518 criminal cases and
2,574 civil cases were pending.

These 14 courts disposed of 8,038 total cases
during 1983, an average of 102 dispositions (64
eriminal and 38 civil) per justice. A total of
7,314 cases were added to the dockets of the
Courts of Appeals during the year, whiech included
4,132 criminal cases and 3,182 civil cases. This
was a decrease of 4 percent from the 7,611 total
cases added in 1982. However, while criminal
cases added decreased 12 percent from the 4,691
filed in 1982, civil cases increased 9 percent
over the 2,920 filed in 1982.
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Figure 7.

COURTS OF APPEALS
Cases filed, disposed and pending 1983
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One measure of the success of the Courts of
Appeals in handling eriminal cases is their record
in disposing of cases transferred to them by the
Court of Criminal Appeals.

When the Courts of Appeals first began
exercising criminal jurisdiction on September 1,
1981-~-as the result of a constitutional
amendment--the Court of Criminal Appeals
transferred 1,637 pending criminal cases from its
docket to the various Courts of Appeals.

Of the 1,637 cases transferred, all but 3 had
been disposed of by the end of 1983.

Two of the Courts of Appeals are located in
Houston. One each is located in Fort Worth,
Austin, San Antonio, Dallas, Texarkana, Amarillo,
El Paso, Beaumont, Waco, Eastland, Tyler and
Corpus Christi. Each court has jurisdiction over
a supreme judicial distriet.

Filings Averaged 88 Per Justice

Considering civil and criminal cases together,
the Ninth Court in Beaumont had the highest
average number of new cases filed per justice
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(115) during 1983. The other courts ranged down
to 51 cases per justice filed in the Sixth Court
in Texarkana. State average filings were 88 per
justice.

The Eleventh Court of Appeals in Eastland
disposed of the largest number of cases per
justice (115) during 1983. State average
dispositions were 100.5 per justice.

The largest number of pending cases per
justice at the end of the vear (99) was in the
Ninth Court of Appeals in Beaumont. The lowest
number was in the Eleventh Court in Eastland (40
per justice). The State average for pending cases
was 76 per justice.

Approximately 24 percent of all cases filed in
a Court of Appeals in Texas in 1983 were filed in
one of the two Courts located in Houston.
Approximately 21 percent of all cases filed in the
State were filed in the Dallas Court.

In 1983, justices of the Courts of Appeals
wrote 7,613 opinions, 17 percent more than the
6,509 in 1982. The Courts of Appeals reversed, at
least in part, the decision of the trial court in
12.5 percent of the cases disposed of, compared to
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13.3 percent in 1982.

While the 14 Courts of Appeals operate to a
large extent as autonomous courts in specific
geographic areas, some equalization of the dockets
occurs by transfer of cases among the courts by
order of the Supreme Court, pursuant to Article
1738, V.T.C.S. The Supreme Court transferred 152
civil cases and 623 ecriminal cases in 1983,
compared with 59 civil cases and 61 criminal cases
transferred in 1982.

Disposition of Criminal Cases

Of the 3,518 criminal cases pending in the
Courts of Appeals at the end of 1983, 46 percent

had been on the docket less than 6 months, 36
percent from 6 to 12 months, and 18 percent more
than 12 months.

The average lapse of time between filing of a
criminal case in a Court of Appeals and its
disposition ranged from 4.4 months in the Waco
Court to 13.7 months in the Tyler Court. The
average lapse of time for cases statewide was 10.1
months.

A case is "submitted" when the court hears
argument or when it is referred to the
justices for formal consideration if no oral
argument is heard. The average lapse of time
between submission of a criminal appeal and its
disposition ranged from 0.4 of a month in the Waco

oral
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Court to 2.9 months in the El Paso Court. The
average lapse of time for cases statewide was 1.3
months.

New civil cases filed in all of the Courts of
Appeals during 1983 increased 7.9 percent over
1982. More new civil cases were filed in 1983
than in 1982 in all but the Austin, Amarillo,
Beaumont, Waco, and Eastland Courts. Of the
courts with inecreased civil filings, the
Thirteenth Court in Corpus Christi experienced the
largest percentage increase--23.9 percent (49
cases). The Dallas Court continued to receive
more new civil filings than any other court--568
compared to the average of 221 per court. The two
courts in Houston, each of which has jurisdiction
of the same geographical area, received a total of
697 civil cases each, 81 cases (13 percent) more
than in 1982.

At the end of 1983, 2,574 civil cases were
pending on the dockets of the Courts of Appeals,
5.8 percent more than the 2,432 pending on
December 31, 1982. Of those civil cases pending
December 31, 1983, 45.6 percent had been on the
docket less than 6 months, 33.7 percent from 6 to
12 months, and 20.6 percent more than 12 months,

The average lapse of time between the filing
of a ecivil case in a Court of Appeals and its
disposition ranged from 4.2 months in the Waco
Court to 13.8 months in the Amarillo Court. The
average lapse of time for cases statewide was 9.1
months.

The average lapse of time from the submission
of a civil case to the court and its dispositio
ranged from 0.5 of a month in the Waco Court t
5.1 months in the San Antonio Court. The average
lapse of time for cases statewide was 2.5 months.

EQUALIZATION OF COURTS OF APPEALS DOCKETS BY THE SUPREME COLRT
Cases Transferred Betwsen Courts of Appeals During 1983
COLRTS RECEIVING TRANSFERS TOTAL
TRANSFERS
15T ZND RD 4TH 5TH 6TH TTH BTH 9TH | 10TH 11TH 12TH 13TH | 14TH SENT
15T COLRT
Houston -— 82 8z
2ND COLRT
Fort Worth -— 1 !
3RD COLWRT
Austin — 75 50 25 24 174
4TH COWRT
San Antonlo 45 -— 1 40 60 18 164
5TH COLRT
Dal las 132 -— 25 137 25 319
o 6TH COLRT
e Texarkana e 0
Ll
Z 7TH COWRT
x  Amarillo —— 0
fda]
= BTH COWRT
o El Paso - 0
=z
wl
Y 9TH COLRT
wvn  Beaumont 1 = |
-
o
o 10TH CORT
©  Waco e 0
11TH COLRT
Eastland e 0
12TH COURT
Tyler m— 0
13TH COLRT
Corpus Christi ——— 1 1
14TH COURT
Houston 2 1 30 —— 33
TOTAL TRANSFERS
RECEIVED 3 177 0 1 a 75 1 65 51 167 137 24 73 1 1175
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Figure 9.
COURTS OF APPEALS
Workloads and cases transferred 1983
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COURTS OF APPEALS
Total of 1983 Reported Activity

CRIMINAL & CIVIL CASES

CASES PENDING JANUARY 1, 1983

CASES ADDED DURING
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TOTAL CASES ADDED DURING 1983

CASES DISPOSED OF

DURING 1983:

Cases affirmed
Cases modified
Cases affirmed
reversed and
Cases affirmed
reversed and
Cases reversed
Cases reversed
Cases dismissed
With wriftten
Without writ
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and/or reformed and affirmed
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rendered . . .
and remanded ,
and rendered ,
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ten opinion .,

Cases otherwise disposed:

With written
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opinion + o
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part
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Criminal cases
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dIRg & 5 e
pending , o+
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= s »

TOTALS

AVERAGES
PER JUSTICE*

LI R Y

6,816

6,962
352
7,314

4,536
141
43
49
747

165

1,005
656

450
201
45

8,038

6,092
2,574

3,518

7,613

86

88

92

102

77
33
44

96

® Averages based on 79 justices
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COURTS OF APPEALS
1983 Statistics (Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CIv]i

L CASES WERE APPEALED TO A OOLRT OF APPEALS DIRING 19483

Lounty
Harris
Dal las
Hexar
Travis
Tarrant
El Paso
Nuecas
Jof farson
Cameron
Denton
Webb
Hidalgo
Galveston
McLennan
Smith
Brazoria
Potter
Collin
Lubbock
Brazos
Gregg

Jim Wel Is
Fort Bend
Wichita
Orange
Bowia
Ector
Taylor
Matagorda
Bel |

Val Verde
Hun T
Midland
Montgomary
Grayson
San Patricieo
Anderson
Parker
Randal |
Gonzales
Johnson
Hardin
Victorla
Austin
Fayette
Milam

Bee
Cherokea
Eastland
Ellls
Harrison
Jaspar
Maver Ick
Nacogdoches

Cases

548
509
200
152
122

90

n

mmmmmmmw\g\o\o

County
No lan

San Augustine
Shelby
Starr

Van Zandt
Wal ker
Willlamson
Angellna
Burnet
Duval
Pano la
Wharton
Aransas
Burleson
Comal
Comanche
Cooke
Erath
Frio

Hays
Hock | ey
Lamar
Libarty
Mad i son
Navarro
Zavala
Brooks
Cal houn
Dimmit
Freestone
Guadalupe
Hale
Henderson
Houston
Hutch i nson
Jacksen
Red River
Rusk
Upshur
Wal ler
Young
Brown
Caldwel |
Falls
Galnas
Kerr
Klaberg
Lea

Llano
Polk

Tom Green
Uvalde
Ward

Wil lacy

Ccunfz

Wise
Zapata
Bandera
Bosque
Camp
Chambers
Coryel |
Crockett
Dal tam
Dawson
Deaf Smlth
Fannin
Hood
Hop ki ns
Howard
Kendal |
Lavaca
Leon
Live Dak
Medina
Montague
Sablne
Scurry
Tyler
Wood
Balley
Bastrop
Blanco
Cal lahan
Col Il ngsworth
Colorado
Crosby
De Witt
Don|ay
Flsher
Garza
Gil lespla
Gray
Grimes
Hal |
Jack
Jones
Karnes
Kau fman
Knox
Lamb
LImes tone
Lipscomb
Lynn
Marlon
Moore
Morris
Newton
Ochlltree

Cases

4
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
¥
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
Z
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

Egunfz
Palo Pinto

Pacas
Reagan
Reaves
San Jacinto
Sutton
Terry
Throckmarton
Trinity
Washingtaon
Winkler
Andrews
Archer
Atascosa
Baylor
Brewstar
Carson
Cottla
Delta
Dickens
Floyd
Foard
Haml | tan
Haskel |
Hempn [ |
Jim Hogg
Kent

Kimb le
Klinnay
Lampasas
La Salle
McCul lach
Martin
Manard
Mills
Mitchel |
Rains
Real
Robartson
Runnals
San Saba
Schlelcher
Shackel ford
Sherman
Stephens
Stonewal |
Swisher
Terrel |
Titus

Wil barger
Wilson
Yoak um

TOTAL

Cases

NN R NN
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COURTS OF APPEALS
1983 Statistics (Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CRIMINAL CASES WERE APPEALED TO A URT OF APPEALS DIRING 1983

County
Harrlis

Dal las
Bexar
Tarrant
Jef ferson
El Paso
Nuaces
Travis
Lubbock
Potter
Taylor
Bell
Denton
Galveston
Collin
Greag
Brazos
Cameron
MclLennan
Hidalgo
Grayson
Orange

Mid land
Brazorla
Ector
Smith
Caldwel |
San Patriclo
Hale

Lamar
Macogdoches
Palo Pinto
Fort Bend
Montgomary
Tom Green
Wil ITamson
M1 lam
Parker
Ellls

Hill
Hopklns
Taerry

Wal ker
Hays
Moora
Angel ina
Nolan

Cases

877
BAO
193
178
147
116
a1
90
61
60
a3
42
42
42
41
41

36

31

28
27
26
23
23
21
20
17
15

15
14
14
14
13
12
12
11
1"
11
Ll
"
10

County
Randal |

Val Verde
Victoria
Wichlta
Young
Freestone
Hunt
Lampasas
Van Zandt
Webb
Bowle
Brown
Cooke
Harrison
Jackson
Robertson
Wise
Comal
Hutchinson
Karnes
Navarro
Ochiltree
Shelby
Titus
Bee
Burleson
Daaf Smith
Galnes
Johnson
Wilbarger
Aransas
Atascosa
Austin
Ballay
Bandera
Burnet
Calhoun
Cherokee
Chlildress
Guadalupe
Morris
Panola
Tyler
Upton
Chambers
Collingsworth
Olimmit

Cases

WiH W s s b AR A RERPEAEEREREE WA DD DD NN NN NN D RE®E YO Y WD

County
Frio

Grimes
Hood
Houston
Hudspath
Karr
Kleberg
Lamb
Liberty
Liano
Mitchall
Montagus
Pecos
Polk
Ralns
Reeves
Rusk
Scurry
Stephens
Swlsher
Trinity
Wheeler
Anderson
Blanco
Brewster
Castro
Clay
Coryel |
Cul barson
Dal lam
Dawson
Dalta
Eastland
Floyd
Gray
Henderson
Howard
Jones
Kimble
Limestone
Maver ick
Med I na
Reagan
Sharman
Starr
Uvalde
wWal ler

)
o
wn
]
w

MR R R R R R MR MR R R B R R R R R R RM R R R R W N W W W W W b b W W e W e W e e

County
Wil lacy
Winkler
Wood
Andrews
Borden
Cal lahan
Carson
Coke
Crockett
Crosby
Da Witt
Duval
Erath
Fannin
Fisher
Frank!in
Garza
Gollad
Hardeman
Hardin
Hemph 111
Hock ! ey
Jim Wel ls
Kaufman
Kendal |
Lavaca
Live Oak
Lynn
Marfon
Mason
Matagorda
Newton
Real
Refuglo
Sabine
San Augustine
Sutton
Upshur
Ward
Washington
wharton
Yoak um
Zapata

TOTAL

Caseas

‘_——_-.._.—_-__-_-_.-_._._._-._-—_-_.-_-_-—-—-..._-_»_-.——-.—_.__—_._-—_-——-MMM

3,930
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