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COURTS OF APPEALS
Analysis of Activity for the Year Ending August 31, 1984

There are 14 Courts of Appeals in Texas which,

have heard intermediate

appeals in both civil and criminal cases.
Courts of Appeals are located in Fort Worth,

Austin, San Antonio,

Dallas, Texarkana,

Amarillo,

El Paso, Beaumont, Waco, Eastland, Tyler, Corpus
Houston has two Courts of

Christi, and Houston.
Appeals, Each

supreme judicial district.

Five of the
The Dallas Court,

court has jurisdiction over a

courts have three justices each.
with 13 justices, is the

largest.  There are BO justices statewide.

Criminal and Civil Backlogs Reduced

The 14 Courts

" Appeals

reduced both their

civil and eriminal pending caseloads during state
tiscal year 1984 which ended August 31, 1984, The

Courts disposed
¥Yedr, Aan o average

8,274 total

and 44 eivil) per justice.
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It was the first time since calendar year 1973
that the Courts of Appeals ended a reporting year
with fewer civil cases on their dockets than when
the year began, and the second consecutive year
that they reduced their criminal backlog.

The Courts of Appeals had 3,962 criminal cases
and 2,643 civil cases pending as of September 1,
1983,  On August 31, 1984, 3,500 criminal cases
and 2,217 civil cases were pending. The total
backlog of 5,717 pending cases was 13.4% less than
the 6.605 case backlog at the beginning of the
fiscal year. The state average for pending cases
was T1.5 per justice.

A total of 6,951 ecases were filed in the
Courts of Appeals during the fiscal year, which
included 3,988 criminal cases and 2,863 civil
cases. This was a decrease of 4 percent from the
7,238 total cases filed in fiscal vyear 1983,
Criminal cases added decreased 5 percent from the
4,202 filed in fisecal wear 1983 and civil cases
decreased 2 percent from the 3,036 filed in fiscal
vear 1983.

Figure 6.
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Figure 7.

COURTS OF APPEALS
Cases filed, disposed and pending by court, year ending August 31, 1984

1600 I
1400 esl —
1300 = B
1200 =i S
n 4
o b e
4
« 1000 |-
E 900
§ il 1+
2 800 —
700 b— = e
600 — (&
500 M
400 5
] |
300 il
200 tl 1
0 A
® £ £ 2 8 g 2 g € 8 b k] B =
Lo H I s = s = a e 2 g > 2 g
p = S i 8 S £ o g ¥ = = 5 =
2 T < -5 L = ul = =
3 uﬂ_ c = m a =
2 g 3 $
FiLen [ pisposep [0 penping I
Filings Averaged 86.9 Per Justice Court.

Considering civil and ecriminal cases together,
the Fiftn Court in Dallas had the highest average
nimher of new cases filed per justice (109.5)
during fiscal year 1984. The other courts ranged
down to 51.3 cases per justice filed in the Sixth
Court in Texarkana. State average filings were
Eb. 4 per justice,

The First Court of Appeals in Houston disposed
of the largest number of cases per justice
(131.2) during fiscal year 1983. State average
dispositions were 103.4 per justice.

The largest number of pending cases per
justice (97.3) at the end of the fiscal year was
in the Twelfth Court of Appeals in Tyler. The
lowest number per justice (48) was in the Tenth
Court in Waco. The State average for pending
eases was 71.5 per justice.

Approximately 24 percent of all cases filed in

Court of Appeals in Texas in fiscal year 1984
were filed in one of the two Courts located in
Houston. Approximately 20 percent of all cases
filed in the State were filed in the Dallas

In fiscal vyear 1984, the Courts of Appeals
wrote 7,841 opinions, 3.0 percent more than the
7,613 written in calendar year 1983.

The Courts of Appeals reversed, at least in
part, the decision of the trial court in 14
percent of the cases disposed of during fiscal
yvear 1984, compared to 12.5 percent in ecalendar
year 1983.

While the 14 Courts of Appeals operate to a
large extent as autonomous courts in specific
geographic areas, some equalization of the dockets
occurs by transfer of cases among the courts by
order of the Supreme Court, pursuant to Article
1738, V.T.C.S. The Supreme Court transferred 151
civil ecases and 419 criminal cases in fiscal year
1984, compared with 130 ecivil cases and 552
ceriminal cases transferred in fical year 1983,

Disposition of Criminal Cases

Of the 3,500 criminal ecases pending in the
Courts of Appeals at the end of fiscal year 1984,
54 percent had been on the docket less than 6
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months, 30 percent from 6 to 12 months, and 16

percent more than 12 months.
The average lapse of time between the filing

of a criminal case in a Court of Appeals and its
ranged from 6.4 months in the Fort

disposition
months in the Tyler Court.

Worth Court to 14.3
The average lapse of time for cases statewide was

the court hears

10.1 months.
"submitted" when
referred to the

The average lapse of time
appeal and its

argument is heard.
month in the

between submission of a eriminal
disposition ranged from 0.5 of a
Beaumont Court to 2.9 months in the San Antonio
and Corpus Christi Courts. The average lapse of
time for cases statewide was 1.5 months.

New Civil Filings Decrease 3 Percent
in all of the Courts o
1984 decreased 3

New civil cases filed
Appeals during fiscal year

A case is
oral argument or when it is
justices for formal consideration if no oral

Figure 8.
COURTS OF APPEALS
Cases filed, disposed and pending, calendar year 1975 through fiscal year 1984
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percent from fiscal year 1983. Fewer new civil
cases were filed in fiscal year 1984 than in
fiscal year 1983 in all but the Fort Worth, Austin

Amarillo, Eastland, Tyler and Corpus Christi
Qqurts. Of the courts with increased civil
filings, the Eleventh Court in Eastland experi-

enced the largest percentage increase--26 percent
(18 cases). The Dallas Court continued to receive
more new civil filings than any other court--545
compared to the average of 211.6 per court. The
two courts in Houston, each of which has juris-
diction of the same geographical area, received a
total of 648 civil cases, 56 cases (8 percent)
less than in fiscal year 1983.

Pending Civil Caseload Declines

At the end of fiscal year 1984, 2,217 civil

cases were pending on the dockets of the Courts of
Appeals, 18 percent less than the 2,715 pending on
August 31, 1983. Of those civil cases pending on
August 31, 1984, 53 percent had been on the docket
less than 6 months, 29 percent from 6 to 12
months, and 18 percent for more than 12 months.

The average lapse of time between the filing
of a civil case in a Court of Appeals and its
disposition ranged from 5.0 months in the Waco and
Eastland Courts to 13.6 months in the Amarillo
Court. The average lapse of time for cases
statewide was 9.1 months.

The average lapse of time from the submission
of a civil case to the court and its disposition
ranged from 0.7 of a month in the Waco and
Eastland Courts to 4.0 months in the San Antonio
Court. The average lapse of time for cases
statewide was 2.3 months.

Figure 9.

COURTS OF APPEALS
Workloads and cases transferred, year ending August 31, 1984
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COURTS OF APPEALS
Total of Reported Activity for Year Ending August 31, 1984

CRIMINAL & CIVIL CASES

CASES PENDING SEPTEMBER 1, 1983, . . + o . . .

CASES ADDED DURING YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 1984:

New Cases Filed « w e s e s v 5 % 6 5 5 &
Other Cases Added . v & v o & 4« & &G owm e

TOTAL CASES ADDED DURING YEAR , , . .

CASES DISPOSED OF DURING YEAR:

Cases affirmeds o v v o v v v v o 0 o o o &
Cases modified and/or reformed and affirmed
Cases affirmed in part and in part

reversed and remanded + . . . 4 4 4 o o .
Cases affirmed in part and in part

reversed and rendered . . o 4 4 o & o o o
Cases reversed and remanded ., , , . v s s s
Cases reversed and rendered , ., TR U
Cases dismissed:

With written opinion « o o o o 5 & & .

Without written opinion. . . . . e B -
Cases otherwise disposed:

With written opinion . . . . . . moE wow

Without written opinion, . . o« . . . . .
Cases consolidated into other cases & e e e

TOTAL DISPOSITIONS DURING YEAR , , . .

CASES PENDING AUGUST 31, 1984:

Civil cases pending o v o « o o o » R o

Criminal cases pendings o o o o o & « y = 0w

TOTAL CASES PENDING 4 4 & & o o o & o

OPINIONS WRITTEN DURING YEAR o o 4 o o o o . .

.

TOTALS

AVERAGES
PER JUSTICE*

6,

.

951

435

" s s 8

4,

1,

2,
3'

426
147

54
60
850

226

093
622

480
292
24

217

500

6,605 83

87

7,386 92

8,274 103

28
44

5,717 71

7,841 98

* Avarages based on 80 Justices
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COURTS OF APPEALS
Statistics for the Year Ending August 31, 1984 (Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CIVIL CASES WERE APPEALED TO A COURT OF APPEALS DURING F

|SCAL YEAR 1984

County Cases County Cases County Cases County Cases
Harrls 517 Maverick 8 Dal lam 3 Martin 7
Dal las 493 Brown 7 Deat Smith 3 McCul loch 2
Hexar 195 Caldwall 7 Fannin 3 Medina ?
Tarrant 150 Erath T Frio 3 Morris Z
Travis 147 Houston 7 Gonzales 3 Pecos Z
Nuaces 86 Kleberg 7 Gray 3 Rains 7
£l Paso 83 Rusk 7 Grimes 3 Red River 2
et terson 52 Scurry 7 Jack 3 Sabine ?
wWabh 43 Wise 7 Lampasas 3 Somarvel | 7
Dentan 38 Burnet [ Lavaca 3 Swisher .
Fotter 37 Freesfone 6 Lea 3 Titus 2
Galveston 36 Jaspar 6 Limestone 3 Trinity 2
Hidalgo 34 Kaufman 6 Liano 3 Young Fa
Camer an 30 Newtan & Montague 3 Zapata 2
Fort Bend 30 Pancla 5] Polk 3 Atascosa 1
Lubback 30 Tom Green 6 Reaves 5 fustin I
Smith 26 van Zandt 6 Rabertson 3 Briscoe 1
MclLennan 25 Bae 5 San Augustine 3 Camp 1
Collin 24 Crosby 5 Stephens 3 Carson 1
Wichita 23 Harrison H Stonewal | 3 Childress ]
Brazos 22 Hays 5 Terry &) Colaman 1
Tay lor 21 Hutchinson 5 Tyler 3 Cot llngsworth |
Bowia 20 Lamar 5 Walker 3 Cottie 1
Brazoria 20 Liberty > Washington 3 Dawson !
Gregg 20 Lipscomb 5 Willacy 3 Edwards 1
Jim Wells 19 Moore 5 Wood 3 Franklin !
Bell 18 MNolan 5 Andrews 2 Gaines ]
Anderson 17 Wharton 5 Archer z Glllespie 1
Ector 17 Comal 4 Bandera 2 Goliad 1
Midliand 15 Crockett 4 Bosque 2 Hal l ]
Orange 15 Duval 4 Cass 2 Hill 1
San Patricio 15 Fayetts 4 Chambers 2 Hock ley |
Hunt 15 Guadalupe 4 Colorado 2 Howard |
Milam 5 Hale 4 Cooke 2 Kendal | |
Angelina " Hardin 4 Culberson 2 Kerr i
Grayson 11 Hood 4 Celta 2 Kimbla ]
Matagorda 1 Hopkins 4 Falls & Kinney 1
Mon tgamery 1 Jonas 4 Flisher i Live Oak 1
val Verde 11 Lamb 4 Foard 2 Gchil Tree ]
victoria i S5an S5aba 4 Glasscock 2 Palo Rinte |
Charokee 10 Shel by 4 Hami | ton b4 Reagan 1
Easfland 10 Starr 4 Haskel | 2 Rockwal | 1
Mavarro 10 Upshur 4 Henderson 2 San Jaclinto 1
Par ker 10 Uvalde 4 Hudspath 2 Terrel | ]
Randal | 1V Zavala 4 Jackson 2 Wal ler 1
Nacogdoches 9 Aransas 3 Karnes 2 Ward 1
Williamson 9 Balley 3 Kent 2 Wilson 1
Bur lason 8 Bastrop 3 Knox 2 Winkler .
Comanche 8 Brooks 3 Leon 2

DimmiTt 8 Calhoun 3 Mad ison 3 TOTAL 7,563
Ellis 8 Cal lahan 3 Marion z

Johnson a Coryeal | 3
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COURTS OF APPEALS

Statistics for the Year Ending August 31, 1984 (Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CRIMINAL CASES WERE APPEALED TO A COURT

OF APPEALS DURING FISCAL YEAR 1984

=

&.m.\.-.. i

County Cases County Cases County Cases County Cases
Harris R4 Liberty 8 Live Qak 4 Scheicher ' 2
Dallas 802 Milam 8 Medina 4 Wharton 2
El Paso 209 Navarro 8 Morris 4 Winklier 2
Bexar 175 Par ker 3] Shel by 4 Austin 1
Tarrant 166 victoria 8 Uptan 4 Bastrop 1
Travis 150 wichita -1 ward 4 Baylor 1
Jet ferson 136 Henderson 7 Andrews 3 Cal houn 1
Nueces 96 Randal | b Bailey 3 Cass 1
Potter 70 Wehb 7 Bee 3 Castro 1
Lubbock 62 Srown 6 Delta 3 Chambers 1
Bel | 54 Bur leson & Floyd % Childress 1
Cameron 50 Jackson 6 Hudspeth 3 Clay 1
MclLenanan a4 Moore 6 Jonas 3 Coke 1
Galveston 4% Ochiltree & Karnes 3 Coryel | 1
Denton 47 Stephens & Lamb 3 Crane 1
Taylor %9 Terry & Limestone 3 Crockett 1
Brazos 37 Van Zandt 6 Llano 3 Crosby 1
Midland 36 Angalina 5 Montague 3 Dal tam 1
Grayson 34 Atascosa 5 Pancla 3 Eastland 1
Smith 34 Cherokee 5 Reeves 3 Fayette 1
Collin 3% Freestona 5 Rusk 3 Flsher 1
Gregqg 78 Frio 5 Tyler 3 Gillespie 1
Ector 23 Houston 5 washinaton 3 Hal i 1
Lamar 22 Jim Wells 5 Wilbarger 3 Ham i | ton |
Orange 22 Kerr 5 Wise 3 Hockley 1
5en Patricio 22 Kleberg 5 Aransas 2 Kimble 1
Williamson 22 Lampasas 5 Bandera 2 Knox ]
Hidalgo 70 Mo lan 5 Brawster 2 Lee 1
Tom Green 20 Palo Pinto 5 Burnet 2 Leon 1
Nacogdoches 19 Refugio L Col | ingsworth 7 Mar fon 1
Caldwel | 17 Titus 5 Comanche 2 Mavaerick ]
Fort Bend 16 Anderson 4 Culbarson prd McCul lach 1
Montgomery 14 Dawson 4 De Witt 2 Mills 1
Brazoria 13 Deaf Smith 4 Oimmit 2 Red River 1
Comal 12 Ellls 4 Galnes 2 Scurry 1
Guadal upe 12 gErath 4 Goliad 2 Shackel tord 1
Rowie 11 Falls 4 Hardin 72 Sherman 1
Hale 11 Fannin 4 Hood 2 Somervel | 1
Hunt 11 Gonzales 4 Howard 2 Swisher 1
Robertson 1" Gray 4 Jack ¥ Trinity 1
Cooke 0 Grimes 4 Kaufman 2 Upshur 1
Hays g Harrison 4 Lynn 2 wal ler 1
Hopkins a Hill 4 Mitchal | 2 Wheeler 1
val Verde q Hutzhinson 4 Pecos Z Wilson ]
Walker g Johnson 4 Rains 2 Wood 1
Young ] Lavaca 4 Rockwal | 2 T
San Jacinto s TOTAL 3,988
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