COURTS OF APPEALS
Analysis of Activity for the Year Ending August 31, 1985

There are 14 Courts of Appeals in Texas which,
since September 1, 1981, have heard intermediate
appeals in both civil and criminal cases.

Courts of Appeals are located in Fort Worth,

Austin, San Antonio, Dallas, Texarkana, Amarillo,
El Paso, Beaumont, Waco, Eastland, Tyler, Corpus
Christi, and Houston. Houston has two Courts of

Appeals. Fach court has jurisdiction over a
gecgraphical district.

Five of the courts have three justices each.
Dallas Court, with 13 justices, is the larg-

There are 80 justices statewide.

The
est.

Pending Caseloads Reduced Again

For the third consecutive year, the 14 Courts

dispositions reduced the pending caseleoad from
5,719 at the beginning of the fiscal year to 5,692
at the end of the year.

through
Courts

From calendar year 1974 1982, the
total pending caseload of the ot Appeals
grew larger each year as more cases were added
than the courts were able to dizpose of. On
December 31, 1982, there were 6,816 total cases
pending in the Courts of Appeals.

The trend was broken in calendar year 1983
when a surge in criminal dispositions reduced the
total pending caseload by year's end. In fiscal
year 1984, both civil and criminal caseloads were
rednced during the year,

The Courts of Appeals had 3,502 criminal cases

of Appeals reduced their total pending caseloads and 2,217 civil cases pending as of September 1,
during state fiscal year 1985, which ended August 1684, On August 31, 1985, 3,512 criminal cases
31, 1985. and 2,180 civil cases were pending. The state
The Courts disposed of 7,981 total cases average for pending cases at year's end was 71 per
during the year, an average of 100 dispositions justice. This compares to the 1982 high of 86
(57 criminal and 43 civil) per justice. These pending cases per justice.
Figure 4.
COURTS OF APPEALS
Cases filed, disposed and pending by court, year ending August 31, 1985
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Figure 5.
COURTS OF APPEALS
Cases filed, disposed and pending, calendar year 1976 through fiscal year 1985
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* Caseloads

Total Filinge Rise 7.7 Percent

A total of 7,484 cases were filed in the
Courts of Appeals during the fiscal year, which
included 4,186 criminal cases and 3,298 civil

This was an increase of 7.7 percent from

cases,
the 6,951 total new cases filed in Ffiscal year
1984. New criminal cases increased 5 percent from
the 3,988 filed in fiscal year 1984 and civil

cases increased 11.3 percent from the 2,963 fHled
in fiscal year 1984,

1980

increased sharply In 1981 when Courts of Appeals acquired criminal

FISCAL
1985

FISCAL
1984

1981 1982 1983

Jjurisdiction,

Considering civil and criminal cases together,
the First Court in Houston had the highest average

number of new cases filed per justice (114.2)
during fiscal year 1985. The other courts ranged
per justice filed in the Sixth

down to 64 cases
Court in Texarkana.
93,6 per justice.

The Fifth Court of Appeals in Dallas disposed
of the largest number of cases per justice (118.7)
during fiscal year 1985. The lowest number per
justice (82) was in the Twelfth Court at Tyler,

State average filings were
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State average dispositions were 99.8 per justice.

The largest number of pending cases per
justice (113) at the end of the fiscal year was in
the Twelfth Court of Appeals in Tyler. The lowest
number per justice (33) was in the Eleventh Court
in Eastland,

Approximately 27 percent of all cases filed in
a Court of Appeals in Texas in fiscal year 1985
were filed in one of the two Courts located in
Houston, Approximately 20 percent of all cases
filed in the State were filed in the Dallas Court
of Appeals.

In fiscal year 1985,
wrote 7,522 opinions,
7,841 written in 1984,

the Courts
4 percent less

of Appeals
than the

percent of the cases disposed of during fiscal
year 1985, compared to 14.4 percent in calendar
year 1984,

While the 14 Courts of Appeals operate to a
large extent as autonomous courts in specific
geographic areas, some equalization of the dockets
occurs by transfer of cases among the courts on
order of the Supreme Court, pursuant to statutory
authority. The Supreme Court transferred 167
civil cases and 187 criminal cases in fiscal year
1985, compared with 151 civil cases and 419
criminal cases transferred in fiscal year 1984,

Disposgition of Criminal Cases

The Courts of Appeals reversed, at least in 0f the 3,512 criminal cases pending in the
part, the decision of the trial court in 12.6 Courts of Appeals at the end of fiscal year 10985,
Figure B6.
COURTS OF APPEALS
Workloads and cases transferred, year ending August 31, 1985
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58 percent had been on the docket less than 6
months, 30 percent from 6 to 12 months, and 12
percent more than 12 months,

The average lapse of time between the filing
of 2 criminal case in a Court of Appeals and its
disposition ranged from 6.3 months in the Eastland
Court to 11.9 months in the San Antonio Court.
The average lapse of time for cases statewide was
9.2 months.

A case is "submitted" when the court hears
oral argument or when it is referred to the
justices for formal consideration if no oral
argument is heard. The average lapse of time
between submission of a criminal appeal and its
disposition ranged from 0.2 of a month in the
Beaumont Court to 2.7 months in the San Antonio
and Corpus Christi Courts. The average lapse of
time for cases statewide was 1.2 months.

New Civil Filings Increase 11.3 Percent

New civil cases filed in all of the Courts of
Appeals during fiscal year 1985 increased 11.3
percent from fiscal year 10984, More new civil
cases were filed in fiscal year 1985 than in
fiscal year 1984 in all but the Corpus Christi,
Eastland, and El Paso Courts. Of the courts with
increased civil filings, the First Court in
Houston experienced the largest percentage in-

crease-—33.5 percent (112 cases). The Dallas
Court continued to receive more new civil flings
than any other court—612 compared to the average
of 235.6 per court. The two courts in Houston,
each of which has jurisdiction of the same geo-
graphical area, received a combined total of 828
civil cases, 27.8 percent more than in fiscal year
1984,

At the end of fiscal year 1985, 2,180 civil
cases were pending on the dockets of the Courts of
Appeals, 1.7 percent fewer than the 2,217 pending
on September 1, 1984, 0f those civil cases
pending on August 31, 1985, 63.4 percent had been
on the docket less than 6 months, 23.2 percent
from 6 to 12 months, and 13.4 percent for more
than 12 months.

The average lapse of time between the filing
of a civil case in a Court of Appeals and its
disposition ranged from 5.0 months in the First
Court of Houston to 11.6 months in the Amarillo
Court. The average lapse of time for civil cases
statewide was 7.8 months,

The average lapse of time from the submission
of a civil case to the court and ite disposition
ranged from 1.0 month in the Waco and Houston
First Courts to 3.8 months in the Corpus Christi
Court. The averapge lapse of time for cases
statewide was 2.2 months.

GOVERMORS MANSION
AUETEN TEXAS
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COURTS OF APPEALS
Total of Reported Activity for Year Ending August 31, 1985

AVERAGES
TOTALS PER JUSTICE*
CASES PENDING SEPTEMBER 1, 1984, & 4 o o o « « « o« « o« s s » 59,719 7
CASES ADDED DURING YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 1985:
New Cases Filed 4 o« o 5 o o o o o % s % s 3 » 3 7’484 93
Other Cases Added + o o o 5 o ¢ o = « s o s o = 470 2]
TOTAL CASES ADDED DIRING YEAR. v o o o o o s s & & » 7,954 99
CASES DISPOSED OF DURING YEAR:
Cases affirmed. o« & o & & s a & a & & 0 » & @ 4931?
Cases modified and/or reformed and affirmed . . 159
Cases affirmed in part and in part
reversed and remanded . ¢ ¢« o s o« & = 8 s o = 69
Cases affirmed in part and in part
reversed and rendered . « « o« « o o o & s = » 33
Cases reversed and remanded « o+ o« o « s« o & o = 714
Cases reversed and rendered . « o o o o« o o o 186
Cases dismissed:
With: weitren opiabon @ & % 3 W & e & e ¥ % 1,003
Without written opinion. o o o2 ¢ « o o o o &« 529
Cases otherwise disposed:
With written oplnion « « « o« s s « s s s » &« 546
Without written opinion. o« « « o « « o » o » 414
Cases consolidated iInto other cases . o « o &« & AN
TOTAL DISPOSITIONS DURING YEAR o o o o o « o o o & &« 7,981 100
CASES PENDING AUGUST 31, 1985:
Civil cases pending « « » v = = « = © o« « & & » 2,180 27
Criminal cases pendinge « « o ¢« o s o ¢ o o o @ 5 M s 44
TOTAL CASES PENDING 5 o e & o & % & & @ 5,692 71
OPINIONS WRITTEN DURING YEAR & o o« o o 5 5 s s s s o s = o &« 7,522 94

* Averages based on 80 justices
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COURTS OF APPEALS
Activity for the Year Ending August 31, 1985 (Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CASES WERE APPEALED TO A COURT OF APPEALS DURING FISCAL YEAR 1985

County Cases County Cases County Cases County Casaes
Harrls 1,747 Pecos 15 Lampasas 7 Robertson 3
Dai las 1, 360 Guadalupe 14 Morris 7 Runnels 3
Baxar 405 Hays 14 wal ler 7 Titus 5
Tarrant 343 Lea 14 wWard 7 Trinity 3
Travis 320 Willlamson 14 washington 7 Tyler 3
El Paso 225 Aransas 13 Atascosa 6 Upton 3
Jetterson 157 Erath 13 Burnet [ Uvalde 3
Nueces 147 Gehliltree 13 Colorado 6 Austin 2
Cameran 99 Rusk 13 Dewitt 6 Baylor 2
Galveston 97 Hendarson 12 Grimes 6 Blanco 2
Lubbock 85 L ibarty 12 Howard 6 Brewstar 2
Bali B0 Milam 12 Kendal | 6 Cal lahan 2
Potter T Bastrop i Limastone 6 Dickens 2,
Smith 70 Ellis 1 Newton & Don ey 2
Denton 68 Hardin " Red River [ Garza 2
Brazos 64 Navarro n Starr & Hal | 2
Brazoria 63 Palo Pinto 1 Stephens 6 Hudspeth 2
McLennan 63 Polk n Wharton 6 Jones 2
Collin 62 Val Verde 1 wood B Karnes 2
Taylor 59 Burleson 10 Calhoun 5 Kanaedy ?
Gregg 50 Chambers 10 Cherokes 5 Llano 2
Fort Bend 49 Comal 10 Comanche 5 McCul loch 2
Hidalgo 49 Jackson 10 Gillespie ] Mills 7
Midland 46 Kaufman 10 Gollad ] Mitchel | 2
Anderson 42 Kerr 10 J1Im Hogg 5 Parmer 2
Ector 40 Panola 10 Rockwal | 5 Real 2
Maon tgomery 40 Scurry 10 Wil barger 5 Refuglo 2
Bowle 39 Van Zandt 10 Willacy 5 Sabine 2
Hale 39 Wise 10 Andrews 4 Sutton 2
Lamar 39 Clay 9 Archer 4 Whee ler 2
Webh 3ig Cooke g Bandera 4 Wi lson 9
Yictorla i7 Hock lay 9 Brooks 4 Winkler ?
Wichlta 33 Jim Wells 9 Dawson 4 Yoakum 2
San Patriclo 32 Moore 9 Falls 4 Zapata ?
Grayson 30 Somarvel | 9 Leon 4 Zavala 2
Tom Green 25 Terry 9 Live QOak 4 Armstrong i
Hood 24 Bosque B Mad 1 son 4 Carson 1
Hunt 23 Cass 8 Nolan 4 Cochran 1
Nacogdoches 23 Coryel | 8 San Jacinto 4 Coleman 1
Brown 72 Deaf Smith 8 Swlsher 4 Cottle 1
Caldwell 22 O Immit 8 Camp 3 Crosby 1
Parker 22 Duval 8 Childress 3 Dal lam 1
Harrison 21 Eastland 8 Col I Ingsworth 5 Fisher 1
Wa | ker 21 Fannin 8 Cul berson 3 Floyd 1
Bae 20 Galines 8 Edwards 3 Franklin 1
Hopkins 20 Gonzalas 8 Frio 3 Hans ford 1
Jahnson 20 Jack 8 Haml | ton 5 Hart1ey 1
Orange 19 Medina 8 Hardeman 3 Lynn 1
Young 19 Shelby 8 Hill 3 Mar lon 1
Angel Ina 18 Upshur 8 Kimble 3 Manard 1
Matagorda 18 Fayestts T Lamb 3 Reeves 1
Fresstone 16 Houston T Lavaca 3 San Augustine i
Gray 16 Hutchlnson T Lipscomb 3 Shacke| ford 1
Maverick 16 Jasper 7 Montague 3 Sherman 1
Randal | 16 Kleberg 7 Ralins 3 Throckmor ton 1
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