COURTS OF APPEALS
Analysis of Activity for the Year Ending August 31, 1986

There are 14 Courts of Appeals in Texas which,
since September 1, 1981, have heard intermediate
appeals in both civil and criminal cases.

Courts of Appeals are located in Fort Worth,
Austin, San Antomio, Dallas, Texarkana, Amarillo,
El Paso, Beaumont, Eastland, Tyler, Corpus
Christi, and Houston. two Courts of
Appeals. Each court jurisdiction over a
geographical district.

Five of the courts have three justices each.
The Dallas Court, with 13 justices, is the larg-
est. There are 80 justices statewide.
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Pendi Caseloads Red e
For the fourth consecutive year, the 14 Courts

of Appeals reduced their total pending caseloads
during state fiscal year 1986, which ended August

31, 1986.
The Courts 8,161 total cases

during the year, an average of 102 dispositions
(56 criminal and 46 civil) per justice.  These
dispositions the caseload from
5,684 at the beginning of the fiscal year to 5,355
at the end of the year.

From calendar year 1974 through 1982, the
total pending caseload of the Courts of Appeals
grew larger each year as more cases were added
than the courts were able to dispose of. (o
1982, there were 6,816 total cases
pending in the Courts of Appeals.
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reduced pending
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COURTS OF APPEALS
Cases filed, disposed and pending by court, year ending August 31, 1986
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Figure 5.
COURTS OF APPEALS

Cases filed, disposed and pending, calendar year 1976 through fiscal year 1986.
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acquired criminal jurisdiction.
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Caseloads increased sharply in 1981 when Courts of Appeals

1984 and following are fiscal years; all previous are

calendar years.

The trend was broken in calendar year 1983
when a surge in criminal dispositions reduced the
total pending caseload by year's end. In fiscal
year 1984, both civil and criminal caseloads were
reduced during the year.

In fiscal year 1985, the civil caseload was
reduced and the criminal caseload increased
elightly. In fiscal year 1986, both pending civil
and criminal caseloads were again reduced.

The Courts of Appeals had 3,512 criminal cases
and 2,172 civil cases pending as of September 1,
1985. On August 31, 1986, 3,488 criminal cases
and 1,867 civil cases were pending. The state
average for pending cases at year's end was 67 per
justice. This compares to the 1982 high of 86
pending cases per justice.

The largest number of pending cases per
justice (82.9) at the end of the fiscal year was

in the Fourteenth Court of Appeals in Houston. The
lowest number per justice (34.3) was in the Sixth
Court in Texarkana.

A total of 7,432 cases were filed in the
Courts of Appeals during the fiscal year, which
included 4,165 criminal cases and 3,267 civil
cases. This was a decrease of 0.7 percent from
the 7,484 total new cases filed in fiscal year
1985. New criminal cases decreased 0.5 percent
from the 4,186 filed in fiscal year 1985 and civil
cases decreased 0.9 percemt from the 3,298 filed
in fiscal year 1985.

Considering civil and criminal cases together,
the First Court in Houston had the highest average
number of new cases filed per justice (111.4)
during fiscal year 1986. The other courts ranged
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Figure 6.
COURTS OF APPEALS

Workloads and cases transferred, year ending August 31, 1986
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down to 49.3 cases per justice filed in the Sixth
Court in Texarkana. State average filings were
92.9 per justice.

Approximately 27 percent of all new cases
filed in a Court of Appeals in Texas in fiscal
year 1985 were filed

located in Houston.

in one of the two Courts

Approximately 18 percent of
all cases filed in the State were filed in the
Dallas Court of Appeals.

Civil Di T 1

In fiscal year 1986, there were 3,684 civil
dispositions by the Courts of Appeal, an increase
of 7 percent over 3,453 civil dispositions in
fiscal year 1985.

At the end of fiscal year 1986, 1,867 civil
cases were pending on the dockets of the Courts of

110

Appeals, 14 percent fewer than the 2,172 pending
on September 1, 1985. 0f those civil cases
pending on August 31, 1986, 56 percent had been on
the docket less than 6 months, 34 percent from §
to 12 months,
months.

and 10 percent for more than 12

The average lapse of time between the filing
of a civil case in a Court of Appeals and its
disposition ranged from 5.0 months in the Tenth
Court of Waco to 11.5 months in the Amarille
Court. The average lapse of time for civil cases
statewide was 7.9 months.

A case is "submitted" when the court hears
oral argument or when it is referred to the
justices for formal consideration if no oral
argument is heard. The average lapse of time from
the submission of a civil case to the court and

its disposition ranged from 1.0 month in the First



Court of Houston to 3.2 months in the San Antonio
Court. The average lapse of time for cases
statewide was 2.2 months.

Criminal dispositions decreased slightly (1.1
percent) from 4,528 dispositions in fiscal year
1985 to 4,477 dispositions in fiscal year 1986.

0f the 3,488 criminal cases pending in the
Courts of Appeals at the end of fiscal year 1986,
50 percent had been on the docket less tham 6
montha, 37 percent from 6 to 12 months, and 13
percent more than 12 months.

The average lapse of time between the filing
of & criminal case in a Court of Appeals and its
disposition ranged from 6.0 months in the Eastland
Court to 11.8 months in the San Antonio Court.
The average lapse of time for cases statewide was
8.6 months.

The average lapse of time between submission
of & criminal appeal and its disposition ranged
from 0.3 of a month in the Beaumont Court to 2.6
ponths in the San Antonio Court. The average
lapse of time for cases statewide was 1.3 months.

The First Court of Appeals in Houston disposed
of the largest total number of cases per justice
(121.2) during fiscal year 1986. The lowest
number per justice (80.6) was in the Second Court
at Fort Worth.
102.0 per justice.

In fiscal year 1986, the Courts of Appeals
wrote 7,741 opinions, 3.0 percent more than the
7,522 written in 1985.

The Courts of Appeals reversed, at least in
part, the decision of the trial court in 13

State average dispositions were

percent of the cases disposed of during fiscal
year 1986, compared to 12.6 percent in fiscal
year 1985.

While the 14 Courts of Appeals operate to a
large extent as autonomous courts in specific
geographic districts, some equalization of the
dockets occurs by transfer of cases among the
courts on order of the Supreme Court, pursuamnt to
statutory authority. The Supreme Court transferred
140 civil cases and 121 criminal cases in fiscal
year 1986, compared with 167 civil cases and 187
criminal cases transferred in fiscal year 1985.
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COURTS OF APPEALS
Total of Reported Activity for Year Ending August 31,1986

CRIMINAL & CIVIL CASES

AVERAGES
__TOTALS . __PER JUSTICE"
CASES PENDING SEPTEMBER 1, 1985. . . « « « ~ = = « = » - - = 5,684 71
CASES ADDED DURING YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 1986:
New Cases Filad . « o o 5 w & & = & % » & & & = 7,432 93
OFtisr Cases Addad o o o & & & o @ e 4 s w400 B
TOTAL CASES ADDED DURING YEAR., . . + « = & & & = = = 7,832 98
CASES DISPOSED OF DURING YEAR:
Cases aftirmed. . & o & o & W @ a0 & & % 5 8 w0 . 4,284
Cases modified and/or reformed and affirmed . . 156
Cases affirmed in part and in part
reversed and remanded . . . . . 2 2 & & - + - 83
Cases affirmed in part and in part
reversed and rendered . . -« - - ¢ « 2 o <~ - - 44
Cases reversed and remanded . - « -~ = = & » - » 713
Cases reversed and rendered . -« o« « v » & » » = 161
Cases dismissed o « « o « o o« o a & & s & & » » 1,548
Cases otherwise disposed . « ¢+ o 2 = o & » = = 1,097
Cases consolidated into other cases . . «~ . . . __ 13
TOTAL DISPOSITIONS DURING YEAR . . & . - - - % T & 8,161 102
CASES PENDING AUGUST. 31, 1986:
Civil cases pending « « & & w %« o % 2w » w0 £ oo 1,867 23
Criminal cases pending. « « » ~ » = o ~ + ~ ~ « ___ 3,488 44
TOTAL CASES PENDING . . + o o & o o = = » 5,355 67
QEJPUfyﬁiffﬂJj}Q{EH%&L@%.EE&B.' W TeE M WD ¥ SR K Dei M aml ® oM W o m 7,821 98

* Averages based on 80 justices
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COURTS OF APPEALS
Activity for the Year Ending August 31, 1986
(Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CASES WERE APPEALED TO A COURT OF APPEALS DURING FISCAL YEAR 1986

COUNTY CIVIL CRIMINAL JOTAL COUNTY CIvIL CRIMINAL JOTAL
Harris 589 1009 1598 Bee 4 1 15
Dal las 486 672 1158 Matagorda 13 2 15
Tarrant 182 192 374 Bastrop 4 10 14
Bexar 206 154 360 Navarro 8 6 14
Travis 156 124 280 Comal 2 11 13
El Paso 62 151 213 Harrlson 10 3 13
Nueces 81 108 189 Hopkins 2 11 13
Cameron 52 74 126 Parker 6 7 13
Bel | z8 94 119 Randal | 8 5 13
Jefferson 48 66 114 Tom Green 3 10 15
Galveston 46 54 100 Cherokee 8 4 12
Lubbock 32 66 98 Comanche 7 5 12
McLennan 25 61 86 Ellls 2 10 12
Sm1th 34 47 81 Hardin 8 4 12
Gregg 20 57 77 Jasper 7 5 12
Brazos 19 54 73 Live Oak 5 7 12
Ector 35 36 71 Maver Ick 10 2 12
Taylor 19 52 71 MedIna 10 2 12
Colllin 30 33 63 Scurry Z 10 12
Denton 33 26 59 Austin 7 4 11
Potter 13 46 59 Cooke 6 5 11
Fort Bend 23 33 56 Jackson 3 8 11
Hidalgo 29 27 56 Panola 7 4 1
Grayson 17 38 55 Rusk 8 3 1
Webb 33 19 52 Tyler 2 9 1
Brazoria 25 25 50 Atascosa 1 9 10
Midland 20 21 41 Lampasas 4 6 10
Montgomery 13 24 37 Leon 8 2 10
Cal dwel | 5 28 33 Red River 4 6 10
Wichita 22 9 31 Uval de 10 10
Willlamson 16 15 31 Wal ler 3 7 10
Johnson 12 16 28 Wilson 10 10
Guadalupe 5 22 27 Wise 2 8 10
Palo Pinto 3 24 27 Angel 1na 6 3 9
San Patricio 12 15 27 Brown 5 4 9
Anderson 20 6 26 Burleson 5 4 9
Hood 6 19 25 HI L 3 6 9
Kerr 8 16 24 Hock | ey 3 6 9
Orange 18 6 24 Madlson 9 9
Bowle 14 9 23 M1l am 4 5 9
Hunt 8 14 22 Pecos 6 3 9
Walker 10 12 22 Refuglo 3 6 9
Yictoria 11 10 21 Robertson 4 5 9
Hale 6 14 20 Shel by 5 4 9
JIim Wells 9 10 19 Starr 4 5 9
Nacogdoches 8 11 19 Wharton 8 1 9
Henderson 9 9 18 Colorado 4 e 8
Houston 9 9 18 Freestone 5 5 8
East|and 8 9 17 Gray 4 4 8
Kaufman 10 7 17 Young 4 4 8
Lamar 2 15 17 Cal houn 5 2 7
Val Verde 7 10 17 Glllesple 3 4 7
Yan Zandt 8 9 17 Kimble 1 6 7
Erath 4 12 16 Kleberg 3 4 P
Hays 7 9 16 Limestone 4 3 7
Liberty 9 7 16 Ochlltree 5 2 7
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COURTS OF APPEALS
Activity for the Year Ending August 31, 1986

(Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CASES WERE APPEALED TO A COURT OF APPEALS DURING FISCAL YEAR 1986
COUNTY ClvIL CRIMINAL JOTAL COUNTY CIVIL CRIMINAL JOTAL
Polk 6 1 7 Morris 2 1 3
Stephens 2 5 7 Real 5 3
Burnet 2 4 6 Rockwal | 3 3
Dallam 5 3 6 San Jacinto 2 1 5
Dimmi+ 5 1 6 Washington 3 3
Duval 5 1 6 Wheeler 2 1 3
Gonzales 5 1 6 Willacy 2 1 3
Grimes 2 4 6 Winkler 1 2 3
Howard 3 3 6 Andrews 1 1 2
Hutchlnson 4 2 6 Bal l ey 2 2
Jones 3 3 6 Brewster 2 2
Montague 5 1 6 Carson 2 2
Moore 5 1 6 Clay 2 2
Nolan 5 1 6 Col eman 1 1 2
Terry 3 3 6 Crosby 2 2
Zavala 6 6 Donley 2 2
Brooks 4 1 5 Frio 2 2
Cal lahan 4 1 5 Hal l 2 2
Castro 5 ] Hartley 1 1 2
Childress 2 3 o Jeff Davls 2 2
Coryell 1 4 5 Knox 2 2
Deaf Smith 5 5 McMul len 2 2
Haml | ton ] 5 Mills 2 2
Lavaca 4 1 5 01 dham 1 1 2
Lee 5 5 Parmer 2 2
Ralns 1 4 i3 Presidio 2 2
Upton 3 2 5 Reagan 2 2
Wood 3 2 5 San Augustine 2 2
Aransas 1 3 4 Sterling 2 2
Cass 2 2 4 Swisher 2 2
Chambers 2 2 4 Archer 1 1
Crockett 4 4 Bandera 1 1
Dawson 1 3 4 Coke 1 1
DeWitt 1 3 4 Crane 1 1
Falls 2 2 4 Foard 1 1
Fannin 1 e 4 Hansford 1 1
Fayette 3 1 4 Hardeman 1 1
Gol fad 4 4 Haskel | 1 1
Jack 1 3 4 Hudspeth 1 1
Kinney 1 3 ) Irion 1 1
Llano 1 3 4 Jim Hogg 1 1
McCul loch 1 3 4 Karnes 1 1
Mitchel | 2 2 4 Kenedy 1 1
Tltus 2 2 4 LaSalle 1 1
Upshur 2 2 4 Menard 1 1
Ward 4 4 Newton 1 1
Zapata 4 4 Reeves 1 1
Bosque 2 1 2 Sablne 1 1
Camp 3 3 San Saba 1 1
Cochran 3 3 Schlelcher 1 1
Floyd 3 3 Shackel ford 1 1
FranklIn 2 1 3 Somervel | 1 0 1
Galnes 3 3 Sutton 1 1
Kendal | 2 1 3 Throckmorton 1 1
Lamb 2 1 3 Trinity 1 1
Lipscomb 2 1 ] Wilbarger 1 1

119




