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SUPREME COURT

The Supreme Court of Texas is the highest state
court for civil appeals and promulgates the rules of
civil procedure for the courts of the state. It is com-
posed of the Chief Justice and eight associate justices.

A record number of applications for writs of error
were filed in the Supreme Court during 1977. Seven
hundred sixty-six applications were filed, compared to
£93 in 1976—an increase of 11 percent and 20 percent
higher than the ten-year average of 638. In 1977, 103
new “regular causes’—primarily case& in which the
Court hears oral argument and delivers an opinion—
reached the docket, compared to 111 in 1976 and the
ten-yvear average of 100. New civil mandamus matters
remained practically the same—=86 in 1976 and 88 in
1977 but criminal mandamus matters decreased 11
percent—from 171 to 153 in 1977.

In 1977, the Supreme Court disposed of 78 percent
of the regular causes docketed during 1977 or carried
over from 1976, the same percentage as in 1976,
Fighty-one percent of the applications for writs of er-

ror were disposed of during the year, compared to 85
percent during 1976.

The Court delivered 84 deciding opinions in 1977
compared to 107 in 1976. A total of 109 opinions was
written (including Rule 483 per curiam opinions), an
average of 12 per justice.

The Supreme Court disposed of 717 applications for
writs of error from decisions of the courts of civil ap-
peals, compared to 667 in 1976, and an average of 80
per justice. Fourteen percent of the 717 applications
were granted. Of the granted writs, the Court of Civil
Appeals was reversed in 66 percent of the cases for
an effective reversal rate of the courts of civil appeals
of 6 percent.

Forty-two regular causes were pending at the end of
1977—12 more than at the end of 1976, and 8 cases
more than the ten-year average. The number of appli-
cations for writs of error remaining on the docket at
the end of 1977 was 171—40 percent more than the 122
at the end of 1976 and 63 percent more than the ten-
year average of 105,

Figure 1. SUPREME COURT
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SUPREME COURT
1977 Statistics

I. REGULAR CAUSES*

On Docket Within the Year:

Carried over from 1976 (Pending under submission--—-————____ 21
(Pending set for submission-—-———__ 9
By granted applications for writ of error-—----—-———————___________ 70
By granted motions for leave to file petitions for writ of
T B o e e e e S L 16
By dirsct apbesle Blled oo e s e e G i e 5]
By granted habeas corpus filed----—=—=——-ceeeeeoo_______________ 777 3
By Rule 483 (Texas Rules of Civil Procedure)—---——mme—__________ 2]
Total=—e———mm e 133

Dispositions:

Judgment (or judgments) affirmed, or reformed or modified and

affirmed
Judgment of Court of Civil Appeals reversed (or in part) and

Judgment of trial Gourt EFFiTMEf———mmmsmeiome i o 22
Judgments reversed (or in part) and cause remanded to trial

B e i e o e e e R R S e e e ot T
Judgments of Court of Civil Appeals reversed in part and affirmed

in part and reversed portion remanded to trial COUTt-——————o—————_ 3
Judgment of Court of Civil Appeals reversed (or in part) and

Chuse pemandat T That GonE b e S & o b 4
Judgments reversed or in part and judgment rendered (or
HHL PIRED ) st e it i B e e 4
Causes dismissed as MOOt—==--o-cmemmo________________ " ""TTTTTTTTT 4
Mandamus (MPIts ANt el — s s i b 14
(Writs denfed-—me—csumomscooiuonnol 0
CHELES Bfamigsadwswass st 0
Direct Appeal (Judgment of trial court affirmed-- 3
(Judgment of trial court reversed-- 1
(Judicial removal proceeding——————- 1
Habeas Corpus (Relator discharged--———————ome——___ 1
(Dismissed as mootm———— e __ 1
Sub Total=—wcooaooven 91
(Pending under submission--—-—- 27
(Pending set for submission--- 15
Total——emme e 133
Lop LTl T i ey S ——————e e 85
*'Regqular Causes' are veported in a separate category because they are the cases which pass

through most, if not all, of the steps of the regular appellate deciston-making process.
"Regular Causes" are cases in which oval argument of counsel in open court is veceived (wn-
less waived) and in which the court's decision is wsually reported in a written opinion,
Most are reviewed in conference by the Supreme Court, before oral argument and decision,
upon application for writ of error, with three or more of the justices voting that the
decision of the Court of Civil Appeals was erroncous and that the writ therefore should be
granted, A similar procedure is followed regarding petitions for original mandamus and
habeas corpus, which become "Regular Causes" only after review and vote in conference.
Cages other than "Regular CUauses" inciude such antions as the court's rejection in conference
of an application for writ of error or application to file a petition for riginal ma
or habeas corpus. This category is cbviously larger than that of "Regqular Causes.
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Supreme Court
1977 Statistics (Continued)

ETP
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II. CASES OTHER THAN REGULAR CAUSES
APPLICATIONS FOR WRITS OF ERROR

On Docket Within the Year:

Carried over from 19768-—————m e e e e e e 122
Filed in 1877 e e m e e e e e e e e e e e e e 766
Total-—m—mm e e e 888

Dispositions:

Granted-— e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 102
Refused--———---—-—cc e e e 10
Refused. No Reversible Error-—--—————emm— e e e e e 527
Dismissed for want of jurisdiction-----=-=--rmmemmmmmm e o 67
Joint motion of parties to dismiss-----———mrmmmemmmm 3
Dismissed by order of Court------———--—————m—m————m e 8

Sub Total----—-——————m e 717
Carried over to 1978--meecemcee———- e e e 171

Total—————————— e m 888

MANDAMUS - CIVIL

On Docket:

Carried over from 1976-—-——-—————————————— s 4

Filed in 107 T —— e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 88
Total-mm—ee e e e e 92

Dispositions:

Granted-————— e e e e 16

Overruled————————— e 71

Dismiszed on relator's motlof-——cmommmmrra e e e 3
Sub Tofalwam=mmmm s e 90

Carried over to 1978-——-——---—"————————— e 2
Total-———————— e 92

MANDAMUS - CRIMINAL

On Docket:

Carried over from 1976 =— e e e e e e e e 49

Filed in 107 7 e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 153
Total——————— e 202

Dispositions:

Dismissed a8 MOOT——————— o e e 153

Dismissed for want of prosecution——-——-ommmmmmm e 5

Dismissed for want of merit--——————mremm e 1
Sub Total - 159

Carried over to 1978-——-———mmmmmm e e 43
Total-——————— e e 202
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Supreme Court
1977 Statistics (Continued)

HABEAS CORPUS

On Docket:

Filed in 197 e e e

R e
D @ e

Dispositions:

B B B ot e o o e o o i B S e B A

MOTIONS

Motions for Rehearing of Causes

Ou Docket:

Carried over from 1976---——-mem—coomooo
Filed in 1077 e
Total-——mmmm e

bispositions:
Overrul el
QAN el e
Sub Total--————cmmo
Carried OVEr 10 1078 o m e o m
Total-———cmmmmem e

Motions for Rehearing of Applications for Writs of Error

On_Docket :

Carried over from 1976----wemm—e————oo

Filed in 007 T
Total-—--mmmme e

Dispositions:

O I U B i e LSl

T IR e
Sub Total----e—mee

Carried ovVer 0 1OTB=c o mm oo
Totalecmmmm e

Motions for Rehearing of Motion for Leave to File Petitions for

Writs of Mandamus

on_Docket :
Flled An 1077

11

e e
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Supreme Court
1977 Statistics (Continued)

Dispositions:

Overruled-—————————— e e

PINIONS DELIVERED BY THE COURT IN 1977

Deciding CauSe s = — m e e e e e e
CONCUP T N === — = e e e e e e e e e e e e e
Dissenting--——c—mmmmm e -
Per Curiam on applications, motions, ete---—————mmmmmmmmmmmo—

RECAPITULATION

Regular causes determined by Court in 1977--------mmm—cmmmmmm e o
Applications for writs of error determined by Court in sy e S R

Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of mandamus
involving civil cases determined by Court in 1977-———=-—mmememem

Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of mandamus
involving criminal cases determined by Court in 1977-—-—m——mmee-

Petitions for writs of habeas corpus determined by Court in 1977--
Writs of Prohibition determined by Court in 1977-——c-—cemmmmmmeaan
Total number of cases passed on by Court in 1977————-——
Motions for rehearing of causes determined by Court in 1977-—————-

Motions for rehearing of applications for writs of error
detarminsd DY Coliml B FDT T e i o oo st o s s i s o i S o i o

Motions for rehearing of motions for leave to file petitions
for writ of mandamus determined by Court in 1977--——-—cooo___

Regular causes pending at close of December 31, 1977-——--m-mmmmmue
Applications for writ of error pending at that time---————-Z-———__
Motions for rehearing of causes pending at that time—-———————ceeeuo
Motions for rehearing of applications pending at that time-—-———-—-

Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of mandamus in

civil cases pending at that time-—————-commme o _____ =

Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of mandamus in
criminal cases pending at that time--—-——-cmmmm

Total number of cases pending at close of December 31, 1977-————--

84

23
16

127

20

159

11

1 071

50

253

43
393
42

171

31

43

295
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Supreme Court
1977 Statistics (Continued)

ACTION BY THE SUPREME COURT IN CASES FROM THE

COURTS OF CIVIL APPEALS

ON WRIT OF ERROR GRANTED 1977

COURT
AND

LOCATION

COURT
OF
CIVIL
APPEALS
AFF.

C.C.A.
REV.
TRIAL
COURT
AFF.

REV. REV. &
AND REM.
REM. TO

TRIAL

C.C.A. COURT

REV.

AND

REN.

TOTAL

FOR

COURT

FIRST
AT
HOUSTON

SECOND
AT
FORT WORTH

THIRD
AT
AUSTIN

FOURTH
AT
SAN ANTONIO

FIFTH
AT
DALLAS

SIXTH
AT
TEXARKANA

SEVENTH
AT
AMARILLO

EIGHTH
AT
EL PASO

NINTH
AT
BEAUMONT

TENTH
AT
WACO

ELEVENTH
AT
EASTLAND

TWELFTH

AT

TYLER
THIRTEENTH

AT
CORPUS CHRISTI

FOURTEENTH

AT
HOUSTON

TOTAL

13

12

22%

3%

23

13

3%

23 13

11

66
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