SUPREME COURT

1980

The Supreme Court of Texas is the highest State
court for civil sppeals and promulgates the rules
of civil procedure for the courts of the State.
It is composed of the Chief Justice and eight
Justices.

The number of applications for writs of error
filed in the Supreme Court during 1980 increased
slightly from 1979. Eight hundred forty-nine
applications were filed, compared to 822 in 1979--
an increase of 3.3 percent, but 23 percent higher
than the ten-year average of 691. In 1980, 116 new
"reqular causes" - primarily cases in which the
Court hears oral argument and delivers an opinion
- reached the docket, compared to 120 in 1979 and
the ten-year average of 104. New civil mandamus
matters decreased from 137 in 1979 to 130 in 1980
(5 percent decrease) and criminal mandamus matters
decreased from 7 to zero in 1980.

In 1980, the Supreme Court disposed of 75 per-
cent of the regular causes docketed during 1980 or
carried over from 1979, compared to 64 percent in
1979. Eighty-three percent of the applications for
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Casas filed, disposed and pending 1971-1980

writs of error were disposed of during the year,
compared to 81 percent during 1979.

The Court delivered 123 deciding opinions in
1980 compared to 93 in 1979 - an increase of 37
percent. A total of 182 opinions were written
(including. Rule 483 per curiam opinions), an
average of 20 per justice, compared to 15 in 1979,

The Supreme Court disposed of 849 applications
for writs of error from decisions of the courts of
civil appeals, compared to 776 in 1979, and an
average of 94 per justice. Twelve percent of the
849 applications were granted. Of the granted
writs, the Court of Civil Appeals was reversed in
81 percent of the cases for an effective reversal
rate of the courts of civil appeals of 9 percent,

Thirty-one regular causes were pending at the
end of 1980 - 24 less than at the end of 1979, and
4 cases less than the ten-year average. The num-
ber of applications for writs of error remaining
on the docket at the end of 1980 was 180 - 4 per-
cent less than the 187 at the end of 1979 and 37
percent more than the ten-year average of 131.
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SUPREME COURT
1980 Statistics

I. REGULAR CAUSES *

On Docket Within the Year:

Carried over from 1979 (Pending under submission . . . . . . . 33
(Pending set for submission . . . . . . 22

By granted applications for writ of error . . .+« 4 o ¢ o 0 b 0 d e e e e 81
By granted motions for leave to file petitions for writ of mandamus. . . . . . 10
By ‘direct dppeals FITed « « vomiv o % % 5 6 @ o0 owow e ow e o e e e e . 4
By granted habeas corpus filed . . . « ¢ ¢ ¢ 4 s 4 ¢ 4 s 6 s 0 s a e 4 e e 5
By certified guestlaon = cw s @3 wd e s o5 da sy Wy e ¥a v g 1
By review of Court of Civil Appeals judgment under Rule 21C . . . . . . . . . 2
By Rule 483 (Texas Rules of Civil Procedure) . . « « « v ¢ o ¢ s & o o « s o & 13
Total & v o %4 o % % 6 % i ¥ 171

Dispositions:

Judgment (or judgments) affirmed, or reformed or modified and affirmed . . . . 25
Judgment of Court of Civil Appeals reversed (or in part) and judgment of

trial court affirmed (or modified and affirmed) . . . + « &« & ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ & &+ & 28
Judgments (or judgment) reversed (or in part) and rendered (or in part) . . . 14
Judgments (or judgment of Court of Civil Appeals) reversed (or in part)

and cause remanded to trial court . . &+ & ¢« 4 4 v 0 4 0 r e s 0 e e e e 16
Judgment of Court of Civil Appeals reversed (or in part) and cause

remanded to that court . . . ¢ 4 & ¢ 4 ¢ ¢ 4 s s o s o 4 s s 3 8 2 e 4w 0w 15
Judgment of Court of Civil Appeals reversed and rendered in part;

remanded in part; and affirmed inpart . . . . . ¢ ¢« o v 0 0 s s s e 0 e 3
Judgments of courts below reversed and rendered in part; reversed and

remanded AN PALE & o v 6 e e & B e ow s e s e s R e e e s e & e s 1
Judgment of Court of Civil Appeals reversed and dismissed . . . . . . . . . . 1
Judgments of courts below reversed and remanded in part; affirmed

Trvpart @ @ % s G ke 2 E e a e FRE S RS R G e ¥ e 1

* "Regular Causes" are reported In a separate category because they are the cases which pass through most, if not all,
of the steps of the regular sppellate decision-making process. "Regular Causes" are casgs In which oral argument of
counsel in open court s recelved (unless walved) and in which the court's decision is usually reported in a written
opinion. Most are reviewed in conference by the Supreme Court, before oral argument and declsion, upon spplicatlon for
writ of error, with three or more of the justices woting that the declslon of the Court of Civil Appeals was erronecus
and that the writ therefore should be granted. A similar procedure is followed regarding petitions for original man-
damus and habeas corpus, which become "Regular Causes" only afteér review and wvote in conference. Cases other than
"Regular Causes" Include such actions as the court's rejection In conference of an application for writ of error or
application to file a petition for original mandamus or habeas corpus. This category is cbviously larger than that of
"Regular Causes.™
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SUPREME COURT
1980 Statistics (Continued)

REGULAR CAUSES (Con't)
|
Dispositions: (Con't)
Judgments of courts below reversed in part, rendered in part and i
abbiemed A PREE v moma 2 d FE GRS RS K e B RN 1 ;
Judgment of Court of Civil Appeals reversed and temporary injunction !
cot-aekile o & % 8 % % @ e wowow mem & B R B G K e S w8 g E kon R i
Judgment of Court of Civil Appeals affirmed in part; reversed in part . . . . 1
Appeal dismissed for want of jurisdiction . . ¢ @ o o s o e e e e e e 1
Calices GIBNissel a8 MO0k & o & @ & ¥ o @ m w s m wme a i £ PR EYEHEE 2
Review of Court of Civil Appeals judgment under Rule 2iC, Texas Rules
of Glull PIOCHEEEE v » o s o s 8 6 8 F 8w Em v @ cm g ke RS 2
Certified question - disposition declined . . . - o ¢ o o o oo o000 1
Mandamus (Writs granted . . ¢ o o 0 o e e e - 9
(wWrits dismissed . « « o o o o .. o o 1
Direct Appeal (Dismissed + ¢ « « » o @ o o ¢ & s w o 1
(Judgrent of trial court reversed . . . 1
Habeas Corpus (Relator discharged . . « ¢ « « « = =« 4
Sub Total o ¢ ¢ o o s ¢ o v o =2 @ = ow oo 129
(Pending under submission) . . . . . . - 28
(Pending set for submission) . . . . . . 14
Total « « o « o ¢ o o« o s 2 & 4 » 171
Causes submitted in 1980 . & v o v v 0 e v o e o e e m e m 2 . e B 97
OPINIONS DELIVERED BY THE COURT IN 1980
peciding Causes (includes one opinion which disposes of two CAUSES) .« .« v o+ s oo 123
COACIEEO = o & o o on & & % B ) ¥ 0 @ 0% o0 %o s o 3 08 28 2 Y S w 9
DISSENLANG « « o o o o » o o » o s s s ¢ 0 e n v o m s e n 050t G S @ 22
On motion for rehearing . « o » o o o« o v 0 s @ o e e e mm T 0T e W W © o 8
Per Curiam on applications, mobions, e & ¢ 6 s @ B m e mom s B 00 20
Total . . « o v ¢ = o R -7
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SUPREME COURT
1980 Statistics (Continued)

II. CASES OTHER THAN REGULAR CAUSES

APPLICATIONS FOR WRITS OF ERROR

On Docket Within the Year:

Carrled over from 1972 . . . ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ o o o 5 o 5 o n = = = »
E3Ea 0 MO0 & w a0 car aom s omn w e 8w m ok B skl B 6 B im0 W e B e

Dispositions:

Granfed o osoe @ o e o w e ¥ e R oav G e W TE R @ MR e & @ s
Refusert & 5 4 s @ il S ¢ W 4@ 8 W 5 98 B4 By 65 & @ 4
Refused. No Reversible Error . . . . « ¢« ¢ & ¢ v o o & o & &
Dismissed for want of jurisdiction . . . . . . . . . . . . « .
Dismissed by order of the Court. . . . . . « « ¢ & v o v & .
Dismissed at petitioner's request . . . . . . . . . 4 0 . 0
Joint motion of parties todismiss . . . « ¢ « v ¢ v o & ¢ o

Sub=Toetal: & % « w0 v w0 e
Carried overito 1981 & & & % & 5 s s # & & @@ & % % @ & % &

TOEEL & » o

MANDAMUS - CIVIL
On Docket:

Carried oveT Trom 1972 o & & o o v o & %% & & % a8 % & w a0 % e
Piled dei 1980 4 G 50 26 S s v & b e W @ F o E ek

Jotal .. a .
Dispositions:
Granted . & 4 @ @ W R R R R R &5 W
tverruled & . w5 el s e w4l o4 Gl w AR R R R OEE B BB

Dismissed on relator's motion . . & & & « 4 4 v 0 e 0 e e 4 e
Dismissed by order of the Court . . . . +« . ¢« v & v & ¢ & o

Carried over L0 1981 ¢ o v s v w0 % o 4 & 2 mom om o oo B e W e

Tatal & 4« o

187
842

1029

8 o

138

l =
PRIV

128

“%& |a
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SUPREME COURT
1980 Statistics (Continued)

MANDAMUS - CRIMINAL
On Docket:
Carried over from 1979 . . & & & o o o = & s & & = s & s & 3 = 2 @ e e s s 2
Filed in 1980 . . . . . s e e ww w o w om w e w R ® R w AW e e e e _ 0
Tobtal. o Gl & % 5w w0 R e & e R i
Dispositions:
TranSi’érred.....;...... ....................... L2
Sub Total & &« & s ¢ o ¢ s o 0 s e Wi % O .
Carried over £o 19871 . ¢ v & o = o o o o s o o o o s s v 2 o o 5 8 = o= R .
Total .. .. 2
HABEAS CORPUS
On Docket:
Carried over from 1979 . . « « « o o o s o o s s 440 . e e T v 0
Filed dni1900 o o i & e 6 et B & B w om0 el m s ook & D8 X L K WS e W R 17
Total « « ¢ o o o ¢ o 8 e e o0 oe s 7
Dispositions:
GRANEBD o+ < » v o o 5 8 8 = s » ® 8 ® 8 &8 & & 0% & m o el s wem e w08 b8 6
Genled o v o o & s w5 e e wom e s ok B e n s B BB F A ¥ e D _n
SthTotal & & & = & & o s s o s s s e e .o 17
Carried over to 1981 . . o « ¢ o ¢ o o o o o o 0 00 e o ow ok R e E e e 0
17, or: 1 AP d _ 17




SUPREME COURT
1980 Statistics (Continued)

WRIT OF PROHIBITION
On Docket:

Carried over from 1979 . . & « « & s & o s & s s s o s & = =
Filed Tn 1980 5 2 o s o & a5 # % @ % ¥ W & 50 % G w e ow owy a e

Total . . .
Dispositions:
Overtided « o o 5 ¢ & % % i ow vE oW e # Ge m T e e m T o m e

Total . . .

WRIT OF INJUNCTION
On Docket:

Filed in 1980 & = & 4 4 & 4 4 o o & o & o & s = s = s o » o »

Dispositions:

Cranted ¢ o ¢ & & % o % & % @ o e ow o ok w o m e ook 8w A 4 &
Overruled & o s o 5 o 5 o & & @ ® el ow e om e ow s w Tmow Te 8 0

MOTIONS
Motions for Rehearing of Causes
On Docket:

Carried over from 1979 . . & & & & & o = s o & s « 2 s = & s
Fileddn 1980 o 5 & 6 i & o & & 5 & % w590 & G0 % % @ %0 ow i e e

Total . . .

Dispositions:

OverTUled o v v v o o o & o o o o o » » s 8 8 3 s 8 s 2 & s
Gramtid «: ¢ w26 & & oW o s e ® iw o ome oo e ko & W & W

Sob Total & o w0 e omo o«
Carried over o 1981 . & ¢ 6 @ o @ o % & & % 8 &6 e 8w e e

Total & @

I .-

I L.
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SUPREME COURT
1980 Statistics (Continued)

Motions for Rehearing of Applications for writs of Error

On Docket:

Carried over from 1979 . . .
Filed in 1980 . . « + » « =

Dispositions:

Overruled « « « « o « o -
Granted . « &« v « & s+ =+ =

carried over to 1981 . . . .

Motions for Rehearing of
On Docket:

Filed in 1980 . . « « + » =

Dispositions:

Granted .+ « o ¢ o & o o = ¢
Overruled .+ « « « = « =
Dismissed . « + « « « & &

Carried over to 1981 . . . .

. AR T P T T NPT RN 33
. s il GG WO O R S B B m s wo e G i % 319
Total « ¢ o ¢« v o = o x g 352
. e s o e . e . ... §ow e W 308
o e W e W . o woca O Moo AR SEE R b W 6
Sk Tokal i v e 6 el @ s w e m w8 B 314
R @ o e o s e e " . 38
Tokal 3 ¢ v v w & @ & e w e . 352

Motion for Leave to File Petitions for writs of Mandamus
. e W e ..o . e e e e e . . . 14
e e e e F e e T . . . l
. e e mw my RE S 9
. . . .« oo o e om . 1
Sub Total . . . . o e e w8 11
Total . « « + - « - .. 14
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SUPREME COURT
1980 Statistics (Continued)

On Docket:

Filed in 1980

Dispositions:

Granted . .

Overruled . .

Motions for

Rehearing on Habeas

Total .

Miscellaneous motions passed on by the Court in 1980
(includes Rule 21c, motions to dismiss, etc.) . . .

Corpus

o 1.

131
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SUPREME COURT
1980 Statistics (Continued)

RECAPITULATION
Regular causes determined by the Court in 1980 . . . . . « « o o o v v v v o v 129
Applications for writ of error determined in 1980 . . . . « « v ¢ o v o o v o 849

Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of mandamus involving civil cases
determined in 1980 . . « = « & o o 4 = s & s s s a s s s e 5 e s w8 s 128

Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of mandamus involving criminal cases

determined In 1980 & & &« & ¢ o o o o o s s s b s a4 s a et e e 4 e 2
Petitions for writs of habeas corpus determined in 1980 . . . . . . + « « « « . 17
writs of prohibition and injunction determined in 1980 . . . .+ « v ¢ o o 0 0 0 [

TOTAL nutber of cases passed on by the Court in 1980 . . . . . . . ... .. 1,131
Motions for rehearing of causes determined by the Court In 980 L o d w6 o w e 91
Motions for rehearing of applications for writs of error detemmined in 1960 . . 314

Motions for rehearing of motions for leave to file petitions for writ of

mandamus determined in 1980 . . « 4 4 s 4 e s s e e e @ ww s s e e 0w e s 1
Motions for rehearing of habeas corpus detemmined in 1980 . . . . .+ . o ¢ . - 2
Miscellaneous motions passed on by the Court in 1980 . . . . . . « ¢« « o o« o v 131

TOTAL nutber of motions passed on by the Court in 1980 . . . « . « « « & « 549
Regular causes pending at close of December 31, 1980 . . . . 4 0 v e ee e 31
Applications for writ of error pending 2ABIIB0 o o cos w own % oo oS e e e Ve B TEE 180
Habeas Corpus pending . « « v o s o o = 4 & o o & s 0 o 0 o 0 0 0 s b0 0 0
Motions for rehearing of causes pending 12/31/80 . . . « « o ¢ o 0 s 0 00 0 v 11
Motions for rehearing of applications pending 12/31/80 . . « + « & ¢ o ¢« o o« 38

Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of mandamus in civil cases
pending 12/31/80 + « o o o o o o o o o 4 s v s e s e e e o e e e s ]

TOTAL number of cases pending at close of temm for 1980 . . .« « « « o v o« 263
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SUPREME COURT
1980 Statistics (Continued)

ACTION BY THE SUPREME COURT IN CASES FROM THE COURTS OF CIVIL APPEALS ON WRITS OF ERROR GRANTED

COURT COURT C.0. A, REVERSED  REVERSED AND  REVERSED TOTAL
oF REVERSED,  AND REMANDED
AND CIVIL TRIAL REMANDED  TO AND FOR
APPEALS OOURT 10 TRIAL

LOCATION AFFIRMED  AFFIRMED  C.C.A. COURT RENDERED  OTHER COURT
FIRST, 2 1/2 2 1.1/2 1 7
HOUSTON

SECOND, 3 2 1 1 4 1
FORT WORTH

THIRD, 3 2 1 6
AUSTIN

FOURTH, 2 2 1 1 1 7
SAN ANTONIO

FIFTH, 1/2 8 1 11/2 2 13
DALLAS

SIXTH, 2 1 3 1 7
TEXARKANA

SEVENTH, 1 2 3
AMARILLO

EIGHTH, 1 1 1 3
EL PASO

NINTH, 2 2 3 4 11
BEAUMONT

TENTH, 2 2 2 1 7
WACD

ELEVENTH, 3 1/2 3 1/2 2 1/2 1/2 10
EASTLAND

TWELFTH, 1 2 3 1 7
TYLER

THIRTEENTH, 3 1/2 11/2 1 6
CORPUS CHRISTI

FOURTEENTH, 3 1/2 2 2 2 11/2 1 12
HOUSTON

TOTAL 26 1/2 29 1/2 19 1/2 17 1/2 14 3 10
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SUPREME COURT
1980 Statistics (Continued)

COUNTIES FROM WHICH CASES APPEALED

\\Harris
lallas
Travis
Bexar
Tarrant
|\eces
kfferson
Vichita
iﬂ Paso
|Lubbock
Cameron
falveston
frazoria
Johnson
Potter
fidalgo
ingelina
frazos
feLennan
fetor
bregg
Jim wWells
¥ebb
lenton
|Hardin
|Midland
Taylor
valde
inderson
|Bastrop
fell
Bowie

154
128
48
47
38
31
20
15
12
12

Py 0 0 WO

Burnet
Caldwell
Collin
Eastland
Fort Bend
Grimes
Guadalupe
Hays

Hood
Houston
Hutchinson
Jasper
Matagorda
Nacogdoches
Orange
San Patricio
val Verde
Victoria
walker
Zapata
Zavala
Austin
Brooks
Coleman
Comal
Coryell
Duval
Ellis
Grayson
Hudspeth
Jack
Kaufman

mmmmmmr\:mwmmuuwuuuuuwuuuuuwuuuuuw

Kerr
Lavaca
Leon

Live Oak
Madison
Montgomery
Navarro
Newton
Polk

Rusk

San Jacinto
San Saba
Smith

Tom Green
Waller
wharton
wise
Andrews
Aransas
Bosqgue
Calhoun
Childress
Colorado
Comanche
Cottle
Crockett
Donley
Erath
Frio
Gillespie
Gonzales
Hale

_-_n._n_n_-e_-_n_n_n_.#gﬁAAMNMMMMMMMNMMMMMMM

Hall
Hansford
Harrison
Hemphill
Henderson
Howard
Jeff Davis
Karnes
Kimble
Kleberg
Lamar
Lamb

Lee
Marion
Martin
Mason
Maverick
Milam
Nolan
Ochiltree
Pecos
Randall
Red River
Rockwall
Starr
Stephens
Swisher
washington
Wheeler
willacy
wilson
Young
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