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TEXAS INDIGENT DEFENSE COMMISSION

Chair:

T norable Sharon Keller Report from the Texas Indigent Defense Commission
prescing udes, Counreriml <t for September 18, 2015 Texas Judicial Council Meeting

Vice Chair:
The Honorable Olen Underwood

£x Officio Members: Since the Texas Indigent Defense Commission’s last report to the Texas Judicial

Honorable Sharon Keller Council on June 12, 2015, the Commission had a full Commission meeting on August
Honorable Nathan Hecht
Honorable John Whitmire 21st. The next Commission meeting will be on December 3rd.

Honorable Royce West
Honorable Roberto Alonzo
Honorable Abel Herrero . . .. .
As previously reported, in March the Commission received a grant award from the
Members Appointed by Governor:

Honorable Olen Underwood Governor’s Criminal Justice Division (CIJD) of $100,000 to develop a model

Honorable Sherry Radack mentoring program for court appointed attorneys. The Commission has contracted
Honorable Jon Burrows

Honoral;'e Lindda Rodriguez with the National Legal Aid and Defender Association (NLADA), which has recruited
Mr. Anthony Odiorne A A .

Mr. Don Hase an advisory panel of national and Texas experts and has begun researching best
Executive Director: practices and successful programs which will inform their preparation of the model

fames D. Bethke implementation plan and curriculum. The resources developed through this project

will be piloted in Travis County as part of the grant project and will be developed
with the flexibility to be adapted by any Texas county. The program will build on what
has been learned through the few private defense counsel mentoring programs in
Texas, including those in Harris, Comal, and Bell Counties. The final report is expected
by year-end.

2015 Biennial Submission of Indigent Defense Plans and New SB 1517 Requirements

In November of each odd-numbered year, every Texas county is mandated by the Legislature to submit to the
Commission (1) a copy of its countywide indigent defense plan(s) and procedures and any revisions to the plans or
forms previously submitted; or (2) a verification that the plans and forms previously submitted still remain in effect.
The Commission has issued the 2015 Biennial Indigent Defense Countywide Plan Instructions for plans that are due
from counties on or before November 2, 2015. Staff is in the process of launching the website where counties will
update their plans online, and a mail out is planned for September 10th, with e-mails going out to all administrative
judges around September 15th.

SB 1517 passed by the 84th Legislature clarifies the procedures for appointment of counsel for a person arrested on
an out-of-county warrant. Every county’s adult indigent defense plan(s) will need to be amended to include provisions
for transferring requests for counsel to the originating county and for ruling on such requests. A description of the

process and flowchart are now available online and will be included in the mailed packets. In addition, plans must also

now provide a method for a defendant who does not initially request counsel to do so later on. A new administrative


http://tidc.texas.gov/media/40450/2015-biennial-idp-submission-instructions.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014qneTKXL2QDHPqq_KK0zqZNylHfXMzYhWq7S9uaFlTfi0WBTVLf_Rqzpb5gikcsEe3b7BTEO_ncLSr-KS3RFctTRBYcj6WozMNe3DHSWm92Bk1OfoqB1Wc0jN-lzFtOXUTZocDo5RWNaa3iJK3a0YXjx3rAhqOp1hsAFJdSIF-5lze4xSJYnj65x9lcvxEj5GBN5cXYUDrooZac16c5zQAUmn5yGvcOgPO1v6sBPSuA8XBsxPzZ8O8qe8Nln48wI&c=cQ3HLQcMSoTxeQbFXm3CaA6QuBk5biSsS71cbE9wHUbebMenNjwtUg==&ch=WI5DRwQr3UTgLbAzQhQcXKncBUKJg2t9mHQ67l_28UcWY1M8fmNOcA==
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/40449/sb-1517flowchart_summary.pdf
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/40449/sb-1517flowchart_summary.pdf
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=1&pt=8&ch=174&rl=51
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rule requires each plan to include the process for such a defendant to request counsel and obtain a ruling on the
request. The Commission has issued sample language in the plan submission instructions to help counties update their
plans.

Grant Award to Fund Public Defender Program in Willacy County

On August 21, 2015 the Commission awarded a two-year grant for $313,308 to provide funding for the Willacy County
Public Defender Office (WPDO). Willacy County is currently facing a financial crisis due to the termination of a large
Federal Bureau of Prisons contract with the Willacy County Correctional Facility. The funds awarded will permit the
county to continue operating the program for the next two years and will cover half the cost of operating the program.
The WPDO was created in 2007 with grant funds from TIDC and has been instrumental in maintaining Willacy County’s
compliance with the Fair Defense Act. The WPDO is operated by Texas RioGrande Legal Aid (TRLA) under a contract
with Willacy County. The funds will be used to join the existing regional public defender program currently administered
by Bee County, which also contracts with TRLA, to serve as public defender in three counties: Bee, Live Oak, and
McMullen. The Commission’s award was made possible by the Legislature’s appropriation of new General Revenue
funding for indigent defense, as well as new authority provided to TIDC by the passage of SB 1057, which addresses
sustainability grants to support regional public defender programs.
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An Evaluation of
The Texas Innocence Projects

2015 Summer Edition e-Newsletter

Special Edition e-Newsletter — Texas 84th Legislature

Willacy County Benefits from Innovative Partnerships

TIDC Awards Grant to Fund Public Defender Program in Willacy County
2015 Biennial Indigent Defense Countywide Plan Instructions

A Report ta the Texas Indigent Defense Commission

An Evaluation of
The Texas Innocence Projects

Articles and Media Featuring the Commission

Bexar County PDO to provide attorneys for indigent mentally ill offenders at initial hearing (Bexar County — June 2015)
El Paso accepts funds for defending the poor, though not enough or permanent (El Paso County — June 2015)

Becky Bernhardt interview on Guidelines for Indigent Defense Caseloads (July 2015)

Bexar County Awarded Grant to Provide Attorneys to People with Mental Ilinesses (Bexar County - July 2015)
Mentorship program preps Travis defense lawyers (Travis County - July 2015)

Saving money: Indigent Defense Commission awards grant to Willacy (Willacy County - August 2015)



http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=1&pt=8&ch=174&rl=51
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/38590/150617_newsletter.pdf
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs166/1117104151347/archive/1121378355399.html
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs126/1110322784858/archive/1121190162032.html
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/40097/150821willacytrlapdpressrelease_final.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/40450/2015-biennial-idp-submission-instructions.pdf
http://www.sacurrent.com/Blogs/archives/2015/06/08/bexar-county-to-offer-attorneys-to-poor-mentally-ill-offenders-at-first-hearing
http://www.kvia.com/news/County-accepts-funds-for-defending-the-poor/33600380
http://gritsforbreakfast.blogspot.com/2015/07/how-much-is-too-much-estimating-maximum.html
http://csgjusticecenter.org/mental-health/posts/bexar-county-awarded-grant-to-provide-attorneys-to-people-with-mental-illness/
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/171fca00-3d29-4e8c-bedc-f352975a4877.pdf
http://www.valleymorningstar.com/news/local_news/article_9a2858e6-4dfb-11e5-91e2-d7206f0f857d.html
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/38168/1An-Evaluation-of-The-Texas-Innocence-Projects.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/38168/1An-Evaluation-of-The-Texas-Innocence-Projects.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/38168/1An-Evaluation-of-The-Texas-Innocence-Projects.pdf
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Indigent Defense Trainings and Events

Texas Center for the Judiciary, Professional Development Program (June 2015)

Establishing Meaningful

. . L. . . i Caseloads: A Review of the
National Association for Public Defense webinar (June 2015) | Texas Study

Establishing Meaningful Caseloads: A Review of the Texas Study P> i Bethke

Dottie Carmichael
Stephen Hanlon

June 9, 2015
National Association of Public Defense
Webinar

tide.texas.gov

TAC Legislative Conference

Indigent Defense:

Issues & Updates Texas Association of Counties Legislative Conference (August 2015)
Indigent Defense: Issues & Updates

Honorable Jon Burrows, Bell County Judge

Mr. Jim Bethke, Executive Director

August 27, 2015
Austin, TX

Across the State

Legislature allocates S500K for expenses related to Chris Kyle and Chad Littlefield trial

Travis County CAPDS — Lawyers for Poor Criminal Suspects Want Higher Pay

Texas Forensic Science Commission — FBI Allele Frequency Corrections and DNA Mixture Interpretation Issues in Texas
Bail Reform

County Jail Reform

Around the Nation

Senator Chuck Grassley Hearing on Right to Counsel in Misdemeanor Cases

When bail is out of defendant’s reach, other costs mount

John Oliver targets bail bond industry on HBO'’s Last Week Tonight

Nevada Supreme Court bans use of flat fee contracts in provision of indigent defense services
NAPD Workload Committee

NLADA White Paper — Risk Assessments: What Defenders Need to Know

ACLU files suit in Fresno

ACLU sues ldaho; statutory changes too slow to implement

The Bail Trap



http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/68575075-c5e8-4097-a790-67827944fe4d.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/40448/150827_tac_issues-and-updates_jim-and-judge-burrows_150827-final.pdf
http://www.yourstephenvilletx.com/news/local/county-to-get-reimbursed-k-for-routh-trial/article_761477ac-0b92-59e3-a61d-4784016e8ee4.html
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/0b87f9de-a521-4105-b5c2-c57cedc81b0e.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/40444/Memo-Presentation-from-Texas-Forensic-Science-Commission.pdf
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Bail-reform-urged-after-Sandra-Bland-s-death-6454085.php
http://www.chron.com/opinion/editorials/article/County-jail-reform-6454059.php
http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/protecting-the-constitutional-right-to-counsel-for-indigents-charged-with-misdemeanors
http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/when-bail-is-out-of-defendant%E2%80%99s-reach-other-costs-mount/ar-BBkU4hl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IS5mwymTIJU
http://sixthamendment.org/nevada-supreme-court-bans-flat-fee-contracting/
http://www.mprnews.org/story/2015/07/08/public-defenders
http://www.nlada100years.org/node/16404
https://www.aclunc.org/sites/default/files/20150714-phillips_v_state_of_california.pdf
http://sixthamendment.org/aclu-sues-idaho-statutory-changes-too-slow-to-implement/
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/16/magazine/the-bail-trap.html
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/68575075-c5e8-4097-a790-67827944fe4d.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/40448/150827_tac_issues-and-updates_jim-and-judge-burrows_150827-final.pdf

