COVID-19 Operating Plan for the Cameron County Judiciary

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of litigants, attorneys, visitors, court
staff, judges, and other individuals entering the buildings housing the courts, the courts of

Cameron County will implement the following protective measures:
General

1. All judges will comply with the Emergency Orders issued by the Supreme Court of Texas and
Court of Criminal Appeals, including conducting in-person proceedings according to the
guidance issued by the Office of Court Administration regarding social distancing, maximum
group size, and other restrictions and precautions.

2. ALLJUDGES WILL USE ALL REASONABLE EFFORTS TO CONDUCT PROCEEDINGS REMOTELY.

3. The local administrative district judge will maintain regular communication with the local
health administrator and county judge and adjust this operating plan as necessary with
conditions in the county.

4. ludges may begin setting non-essential in-person proceedings no sooner than June 1, 2020

Judge and Court Staff Health

1. Judges and court staff who can perform the essential functions of their job remotely will
telework when possible.

2. Judge and Court Staff Monitoring Requirements: As per Human Resources Guidelines.

3. Judges or court staff who feel feverish or have measured temperatures equal to or greater
than 100.4°F, or with new or waorsening signs or symptoms of COVID-19 such as cough,
shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain,
headache, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, diarrhea, or having known close contact with a
person who is confirmed to have COVID-19 will not be permitted to enter the building and
should seek medical advice.

4. Judges and court staff will be required to wear face coverings, practice social distancing, and
practice appropriate hygiene recommendations at all time.

5. Protective Measures: As per Human Rescurces Guidelines. - See gt dche d
Scheduling
1. The following court schedules are established to reduce occy pancy in the court building:

See Attachment “A”.




Vulnerable Populations

1,

Individuals who are over age 65 and individuals with serious underlying health conditions,
such as high blood pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those whose
immune systems are compromised such as by chemotherapy for cancer or other conditions
requiring such therapy are considered to be vulnerable populations.

Each judge will include information on orders setting hearings, dockets notices, and in other
communications notifying individuals who are in vulnerable populations of the ability to
contact the court to identify themselves as a vulnerable individual and receive
accommodations. A notice with this information will be posted on the courts’ websites and in
conspicuous locations around the court building (a copy of which is attached).

Vulnerable populations who are scheduled for court will be accommodated by conducting
hearings through zoom or any other method to conduct remote hearings. If the above is not
possible, placing them in an isolated jury room with a laptop in the Courthouse once the
individual is identified as part of the vulnerable population.

Social Distancing

1. All persons not from the same household wha are permitted in the court building will be
required to maintain adequate social distancing of at least 6 feet.

2. No more than two individuals not from the same household will be permitted in an elevator. If
more than one individual from the same household is in an elevator, no other individuals will
be permitted in the elevator.

3. Each restroom has been evaluated to determine the appropriate capacity to ensure social
distancing and the maximum capacity has been posted on each restroom door.

4. Public common areas, including breakrooms and snackrooms, have been closed to the public.

Gallery

5. The maximum number of persons permitted in the gallery of each courtroom has been
determined and posted. The maximum capacity of the courtroom will be monitored and
enforced by court staff.

6. The gallery of the courtroom has been marked to identify appropriate social distancing in the
seating. Seating is limited to every other row.

Welt

7. In each courtroom, the counsel tables, witness stand, judge’s bench, and clerk, court reporter,

and bailiff seating have been arranged in such a way so that there is social distancing of at
least 6 feet between each space. Plexiglass Protection will be installed as needed in the
courtroom.




Hygiene

1.

Hand sanitizer dispensers have been placed at the entrances to the building, outside of
elevators on each floor, outside of each courtroom, and outside of bathrooms.

Tissues have been placed near the door of the courtroom, at counsel tables, at the witness
stand, on the judges’ benches, and in the hallways.

The Cameron County Public Health’'s “S Steps for Disease Prevention Flyer” has been posted in
multiple locations on each floor of the court building.

Screening

1

When individuals attempt to enter the court building, Security will ask the individuals if they
are feeling feverish; have a cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing; or have been in
close contact with a person who is confirmed to have COVID-19. individuals who indicate yes
to any of these questions will be refused admittance to the court building.

When individuals attempt to enter the court building, Security will use an infrared
thermometer to determine the temperature of the individual. Individuals whose temperature
equals or exceeds 100.4°F will be refused admittance to the court building.

Inmates being transported from the jail to the court build ing will be screened for symptoms of
COVID-19 and have their temperature taken prior to transport. Inmates with symptoms or a
temperature equal to or above 99.6°F will not be transported to the court building.

Staff who are screening individuals entering the court building will be provided personal
protective equipment, including Masks, Gloves, Plastic Face Shields.

Face Coverings

1.
2.

All individuals entering the court building will be required to wear face coverings at all times.

Individuals will be encouraged to bring cloth face coverings with them, but if the individual
does not have a cloth face covering, a disposable face mask will be provided.

Individuals who will be required to be in the court building for over 1 hour will be provided
surgical masks and required to wear them while in the court building if the supply is available.

Cleaning

1

Court building cleaning staff will clean the common areas of the court building so that
common spaces are cleaned at least every four hours.

Court building cleaning staff will clean the courtrooms between every hearing, between
morning and afternoon proceedings, and at the end of each day the courtroom is used.

Court building cleaning staff have been provided cleaning supplies shown to be effective with
this coronavirus.




4. Court building cleaning staff have been trained on proper cleaning techniques and provided
appropriate personal protective equipment.

I'have conferred with all judges of courts with courtrooms in the court building regarding this
Operating Plan. In developing the plan, | consulted with the local health authority and county judge. |
will ensure that the judges of courts with courtrooms in the court building covered by this Operating
Plan conduct proceedings consistent with the plan.

Date: May 22, 2020

Benjamin Euresti, Ir,,

Local Administrative District Judge




Cameron County Jail Zoom and In Person Court Proceedings Schedule
Effective June 1, 2020

Attachment “A”

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
8:00am—11:00 am | Judge Juan A. Magallanes Judge Adolfo E. Judge Arturo Judge Janet Leal Judge Estela Chavez
357" District Court Cordova Jr. McDonald 103" District Court Vasquez
197" District Court | County Court at Law #1 County Court at Law #5

Judge Elia C. Lopez

Judge David Gonzalez

404" District Court Judge Juan A. Judge Benjamin i Associate Judge Gilberto
- Magallanes Euresti, Jr. County Court at Law Rosas
Judge Benjamin Euresti, Jr. | 357" District Court 107" District Court #3 Child Support
107" District Court
11:00 am - 2:00 pm ludge Gloria Rincones Judge David Sanchez Judge David Sanchez | Judge Arturo Cisneros Associate Judge James
445" District Court 444" District Court 444" District Court Nelson Belton CPS Court
- 138" District Court
Judge Sheila Garcia- Bence | Jjudge Estela Chavez ludge Arturo
County Court at Law #4 Vasquez Mcbonald Judge Adolfo E.
County Court at Law #5 | County Court at Law #1 Cordova Jr,
197" District Court

Judge Laura Betancourt
County Court at Law #2

Judge Gloria Rincones
445" District Court

2:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Judge Laura Betancourt
County Court at Law #2

Judge Arturo Cisneros
Nelson
138™ District Court

Judge David Gonzalez
][]
County Court at Law #3

Judge Elia C. Lopez

404™ District Court

Associate Judge James
Belton CPS Court

Judge Sheila Garcia-
Bence
County Court at Law
#4

Judge Janet Leal
103" District Court

**Civil Cases and Criminal Cases hearings where defendants are not in custody may be scheduled via-zoom at any time.
ALL JUDGES WILL USE ALL REASONABLE EFFORTS TO CONDUCT PROCEEDINGS REMOTELY.

Please Note: 8:00- 9:00 a.m. Jail Zoom is reserved for Magistrate Court proceedings daily. Therefore Jail Zoom is not available

for our courts during this time slot.




Eddie

County Judge
For Immediate Release
May 1, 2020
Contact: Eddie Trevifio, Jr.
Cameron County Judge
CAMERON COUNTY OFFICES

On Monday, May 4, 2020, Cameron County Offices will start transitioning to regularly scheduled
business for the general public. The life, health, and wellbeing of all residents and visitors of
Cameron County are of utmost importance and we encourage all to continue to observe the
practices recommended by the Texas Department of Health and Human Services and the Minimum

Health Standards Health Protocols for all individuals outlined in Governor Abbott’s Executive
Order GA-18.

The following measures are in place for the reopening of Cameron County Offices to protect us
all, including those who are most vulnerable:

* Self-Screen before entering a County building.

® Maintain Social Distancing of at least 6 feet of separation from other individuals not within
the same household,
Wash or disinfect hands upon entering a County building.
Wear a facial covering/mask (over the nose and mouth) when entering a County building.
Practice good health protocols such as cough etiquetie, cleanliness, and sanitation.

County Offices such as the County Clerk and the Tax Assessor-Collector never closed during this
COVID-19 Pandemic. The County Clerk’s Office continued to operate with a skeleton crew and
utilized remote services to continue day-to-day operations, while the Tax Assessor-Collector’s
Office continued to operate rendering services via drive-thru and through the customer service
windows to provide essential business. As a precautionary measure for both customers and

employees, the following office lobbies will be opened with a limited number of customers coming
into the offices:

* Cameron County Levee Building, 835 E. Levee St., Brownsville, TX.
San Benito County Building, 1390 W. Expressway 83, San Benito, TX
® Harlingen County Building, 3302 Wilson Rd., Harlingen, TX

Cameron County Courthouse
Oscar C. Dancy Building 1100 E. Monroe Street, Suite 218 Brownsville, Texas 78520
®Phone (956) 544-0830 etrevino@cop.cameron. tx. us Fax (956) 544-0801




@ Los Fresnos County Building, 745 W. Ocean Blvd, Los Fresnos, TX
® Port Isabel County Building, 505 Highway 100, Port [sabel, TX
® La Feria County Building, 200 Industrial Way St., La Feria, TX

The following Remote County Branch Offices will remain closed until further notice:

Brownsville Southmost Branch, 2900 Southmost Rd., Brownville, TX
* Brownsville Westside Branch, 1763 Military Highway, Brownsville, TX
® Rio Hondo Branch, 125 W. Colorado Rd., Rio Hondo, TX

In an effort to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and due to limited office occupancy, the Office
of the County Clerk and the Tax Assessor-Collector’s Office will continue to require a face
covering/mask when in a County Building and only customers having County business will be
allowed. Children will not be allowed on County premises. These precautionary measures are in
place and will continue to be enforced for the safety of all. Office hours at all County Clerk and
Tax Assessor Collector Offices will be from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

It is strongly encouraged to conduct business online and verify hours of operations and services
before conducting in-person business. “We all have the responsibility of protecting ourselves and
each other and must do all we can to miti gate the spread of COVID-19 to our community. Together
we can accomplish this endeavor and avoid a further spread or new outbreak in Cameron County,”
stated Cameron County Judge Eddie Trevifio, Jr.

Please visit the Cameron County website at: http://www.co.cameron.tx.us/ for online related
services and hours of operations for each individual department,

i




 AVOID TOUCHING YOUR FACE |

“; Avoid touching your face if you are sick or
' pear someone who is smk

| A/ N
WASH YOUR | HANDS @ l
&= Thoroughly wash your hands with soap and

water for at least 20 seconds

DISINFECT AREAS

Frequently clean and disinfect common
surfaces

COVER YOUR COUGH

Cover your mouth and nose when coughing
and sneezing with a tissue or your elbow.

CAMERON COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 956-247-3650

cameroncounty.us/publicheallh




PAsos PARAPREVENIRENFERMEDADE

. EVITE TOCAR SU ROSTRO

- _' Evite tocar su rostro si est4 enfermo o si
algmen cerca de usted esta enfermo

% LAVE SUS MANOS

| &= Lave hien sus manos con aguay jabon por al
menos 20 segundos

e

DESINFECTE AREAS' ‘

Desinfecte con frequencia areas y superficies J
de uso cnmun _

== Pt

CUBRA SU BOCA AL TOSER

Cubra su boca y nariz al toser y/0
estornudar con un panuelo o con su brazo.

CAMERON COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 956-247-3650 ( (o)),

Cameroncounty ts/publicheallh




