












Covid-19 Operating Plan Summary for Hockley and Cochran Counties In person Jury and Non-Jury 

No court in person participant may have tested positive for COVID-19 within 30 days. 

If feverish, equal to or greater than 99.6 degrees, or if coughing, shortness of breath, difficulty 
breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, 
diarrhea, or having known close contact with a person who is confirmed to have Covid-19 shall not be 
permitted to enter the courtroom and should seek medical advice.  Individuals will submit to having 
his/her temperature taken. 

Individuals who are over age 65 and individuals with serious underlying health conditions, such as high 
blood pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those whose immune systems are 
compromised should contact the court in advance for accommodations. 

Hand sanitizer shall be used prior to entering the courtroom.  Sanitizing should be routinely performed, 
including when a transition of participants occurs. 

Inmates being transported from the jail to the courtroom will be screened for Covid-19 symptoms and 
have his/her temperature taken prior to transport and prior to entry in the courtroom. 

All persons not from the same household who are permitted in court will be required to maintain 
adequate social distancing of at least 6 feet or current CDC or WHO requirements. 

You may seat in designated, marked areas only. 

The counsel tables, witness stand, judge’s bench, clerk, court reporter, and bailiff seating shall maintain 
social distancing. 

Individuals are permitted to wear masks especially if he/she is in attendance in court more than 1 hour. 

Exhibits must be exchanged in advance by pdf to the court, court reporter and to each side to avoid 
contact.  We will try to put the exhibit you are discussing with the witness on the court’s television 
during the testimony.  If an exhibit must be touched, disposable gloves are required. 

Please let the court know in advance if the “Rule” is called for so that we can take care of the “Rule” 
with as little interaction with the courtroom and the participants as possible. 

Face coverings are required unless it’s the witness or the attorney examining the witness. 

If a witness or party cannot attend because he/she has COVID-19 symptoms, we will try to allow his/her 
testimony by zoom. 

Please do not share microphones.  Please disinfect the microphones after each use. 

It is encouraged that witnesses shall wait in the car until it is his/her time to testify to limit interaction.  
If this is not possible, the witness must remain outside of the courtroom, maintain social distancing, no 
interactions with other offices, and wear facial coverings. 

Use of the elevator or restrooms should be limited.  If the elevator must be used, please limit to same 
household and please disinfect after use.  There may not be any food or drinks. 



THESE RULES, REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES ARE FOR OUR PROTECTION AND THE PROTECTION OF 
THE PUBLIC.  AS YOU KNOW, ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES MAY BE ADDED. 

Remote are hearings are preferred at this time.  Remote hearings must not be possible or practical. 

Sincerely, 

PAT PHELAN, JUDGE PRESIDING 
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