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Texas Expedited Ac�on Rules 
A. Pleading 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plaintiff files complaint  
 

Court issues citation 

Plain�ff serves on 
the Defendant 

Plain�ff does not 
serve on the 
Defendant 

Court dismisses 
for failure to 
serve 
 

Defendant does 
not file an answer  

Defendant 
files an 
answer  
 

Court dismisses  
 

Plain�ff does not file 
mo�on for default 

Plain�ff files 
mo�on for 
default 

Court enters default 
motion 

Plain�ff files 
proof of service 

Court confirms 
return service 
 

Court reviews 
complaint / 
triage case 
 

EAR 

Not EAR 

Court issues case scheduling order: 
• End date for discovery period: 180 days after 1st discovery request 
• Discovery rules: 

o Initial disclosures due by: 30 days after first answer 
o Expert disclosure due by: 90 days before end of discovery for experts seeking 

affirmative relief; 60 days before end of discovery for all other experts) 
o Depositions: 20 hours, Interrogatories: 15, Requests for production: 15, 

Requests for admission: 15, Requests for disclosure 
• Trial date: within 90 days after end of discovery 
• ADR completion due by: 30 days before scheduled trial date 

 

Court sets case for case management conference 

B. Discovery 

Discovery 
period starts / 
Court sets 
case for trial 
 

C. ADR 

D. Trial 
o Two continuances allowed 
o No more than 60 days total 

 

Discovery 
period end 

(By 10 am the Monday 
following 20 days after service) 

(180 days after 1st discovery request) 

(within 90 days after 
discovery ends) 

(complete 30 days before 
scheduled trial date) 
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         B. Discovery 
 

 

 

 

  

End: 180 days after 1st discovery request 

Plaintiff / Defendant: Depositions (20 hours) 
• interrogatories (15) 
• requests for production (15) 
• requests for admission (15) 
• Requests for disclosure 

Court enters 
orders on 
motion 

Court sets 
hearing for 
motion 

Plaintiff / 
Defendant 
file motions 
for protective 
order 

Plaintiff / Defendant 
disclose other expert 
witnesses  

Plaintiff / Defendant 
disclose expert 
witnesses seeking 
affirmative relief 

Plaintiff / Defendant 
serve initial disclosures 

Within 20 
days + next 
Monday 

Defendant answers 

Start: at Service on 
Defendant 

Within 30 
days 

60 days 

Complaint filed 

Within 90 
days 

ADR complete 

Trial 

30 days 

Within 90 
days 

90 days 
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