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Judicial Branch & OCA, Reporting Requirements

Importance of Court Data, Data Requests, Annual Report

Judicial Council Monthly Court Activity Reports

Appointments & Fees Reports

Public Safety Report, Judicial Directory

NEW – Court Analytics TX (CATX), Regional Data Coordinator Program

Presentation Overview
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How many JP courts are there in the State of Texas?
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Court Structure of Texas (October 2025)

court-structure-chart-october-2025.pdf
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Judicial Branch 
& OCA

Judicial 
Council

OCA

Data & 
Research
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Texas Judicial Council Chief Justice, Supreme Court
Presiding Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals
Senators (2)
Representatives (2)
Courts of Appeals Justices (2)
District Judges (2)
County Judges (2)
Justices of the Peace (2) 
• Dallas Precinct 1, Place 2 Judge Valencia Nash
• McCulloch Countywide Judge Maggie Sawyer
Municipal Judges (2)
Citizen Members (6)

The Council shall gather judicial statistics and other pertinent information from the 
judges and other court officials of this state.

CH
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Data & 
Research 
Division

• Judicial Council Monthly Court Activity 
Report, in support of
• Annual Statistical Report

• Texas Judicial Directory Update
• Change in Judge
• Change in court info

• Judge Demographic Profile
• Appointments and Fees Report

We collect court data and information.

OCA

CH
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OCA Reporting Requirements (Data Collected)

Statute                Content

Judicial Council Monthly Court Activity Report

Government Code, Sec. 71.035                      Judicial Council shall collect statistics (Monthly
                        Court Activity Report) –  requirements  
                                                detailed in Ch. 171, Administrative Code               

Appointments and Fees Report
Government Code, Ch. 36               Clerk of each court to prepare on court                    

                appointments made and fees approved

Public Safety Report System
Code of Criminal Procedure,              Magistrates must consider a PSR for defendants             
Art. 17.024                charged with a Class B misdemeanor or higher offense

CH
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OCA Reporting Requirements (Data Collected)

Statute                Content

Judge Contact Information

Government Code, Sec. 33.041                      OCA is required to maintain a Judicial Directory that 
contains the contact information, including e-mail 
address, for each judge in this state              

Judge Profile Sheet
Information is needed for the OCA Judicial Directory, 
including demographic data used to compile the Judge 
Profile Summary for the Annual Statistical Report for 
the Texas Judiciary and the About Texas Courts 
webpage.

CH

https://www.txcourts.gov/statistics/annual-statistical-reports/
https://www.txcourts.gov/statistics/annual-statistical-reports/
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Judge Demographic Profile Form

Be sure to 
complete 

all sections 
of the 
form!

CH
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September 2025 Judge Demographics
CH
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State & Local 
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General Public

Texas 
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Parties to a 
case

Researchers, 
non-profits 
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Who Uses Your Court’s Data?
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Newspapers, 
other 
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2024 Reports and Recommendations
txcourts.gov/tjc/judicial-council-reports/

May determine 
content of monthly 
court reports through 
rule-making

May encourage statutes 
mandating collection of 
specific information

and

LR
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How do you use your court’s data?
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Most Common JP Data Requests

• Landlord/Tenant Statistics (Eviction)
• Debt Cases
• Magistrate Warnings
• Arrest Warrants Issued
• Fines & Court Costs

LR
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Austin’s eviction filings are the 
highest number they’ve been since 
2020. 
During the pandemic years of 2020 
and 2021, Austin applied an eviction 
moratorium, but they returned to 
pre-pandemic levels in 2022 when 
the ban was lifted and have since 
continued climbing.

LR

https://austinmonitor.com/stories/2025/09/number-of-evictions-in-travis-
county-on-track-to-surpass-2024s-record/

Austin Monitor Article – Sept. 24, 2025
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Recent Data Request

LR

Dear Reporting Section, OCA,

I am trying to seeking data from 2024-2025, preferably from September 1, 2024, to August 31, 2025, 
regarding the disposition of landlord/tenant cases in justice court.  I am seeking information similar to 
that found in the attached report from 2024, and for some reason I am unable to get it from your 
website.

I am giving a presentation to justice court judges and their clerk staff, and I wanted to give them a bigger 
picture sense of evictions (i.e. landlord/tenant) cases statewide.  Is this something you might be able to 
help me with?

Thanks,

Nelson H. Mock
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid
4920 N. IH 35
Austin, Texas  78751
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Data Request Response

LR

STEP 1: Data Analyst directs requestor to available data.
1. Monthly Court Activity Summaries available to the public at 

the Court Activity Reporting & Directory System
2. Obtaining Court Data Webinar shows how to run data 
3. Texas Open Data Portal 
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Court Activity Reporting & Directory System

http://card.txcourts.gov/  

Live Reporting Database

LR

http://card.txcourts.gov/
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Obtaining Court Data Webinar

https://www.txcourts.gov/publications-training/training-materials/webinars/all-
webinars/judicial-information
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Texas Open Data Portal

• The Texas Open Data Portal (ODP) is a website for publicly accessible 
open data published by government agencies and public universities.

• The ODP is the official open data source for the State of Texas.
• Data can be downloaded, exported, visualized, and analyzed.

LR
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Texas Open Data Portal Demo

• Found at data.texas.gov.
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https://data.texas.gov/


OFFICE of  COURT ADMINISTRATION

Data Request Response

LR

STEP 2: Data Analyst uses internal tools to produce data requested.
1. Runs data using internal OCA software
2. Uses created dashboards to easily access data

• JP Statewide Trends dashboard
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Coming Soon - JP Statewide Trends Dashboard

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/oca.data.research.division/viz/StatewideTrendsDashboard-JP/Story1 
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Group Breakout

LR

What were you seeing in your courts last year? This year?
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Annual 
Statistical 
Report for the 
Texas Judiciary

Coming 
Soon!

LR
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Highlights: FY 2024 Justice Courts
LR

• After 13 years of decline, traffic and parking cases increased for a third consecutive 
year but were still at historically low levels.

• Fine-only misdemeanors cases involving juveniles or minors remained relatively 
consistent over the past 3 years while truancy cases increased during the same time. 
Tobacco and e-cigarette cases sharply declined in 2024.

• In 2024, new civil case filings rose at all court levels, reaching an all-time high. 
Municipal court filings increased by 17 percent, county court filings by 12 percent, 
and district court and justice court filings by 11 percent. Filings exceeded pre-
pandemic levels in all but the county courts. 

• Debt cases grew in all court types. Like the previous year, justice courts continued to 
experience the greatest increase with 20 percent more cases filed in 2024, reaching 
an all-time high. Debt cases also grew by 18 percent in county courts and 14 percent 
in district courts.

• Landlord/tenant cases broke the previous year’s all-time high with nearly 310,000 
new cases filed in the justice courts, a 3 percent increase from the previous year.
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Highlights: FY 2024 All Cases Filed
LR



OFFICE of  COURT ADMINISTRATION

Highlights: FY 2024 Criminal Cases
LR
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Highlights: FY 2024 Traffic Cases
LR
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Highlights: FY 2024 Civil Cases LR
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Judicial Council 
Monthly Court 
Activity Report 

CH
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Are you new to JP courts?
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How familiar are you with the OCA Monthly Court 
Activity Report?
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Reporting Requirements

Complete all four sections every month
 Criminal
 Civil
 Juvenile
 Additional 

Submit a monthly report even if there was no court 
activity during the month

CH
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Electronic Report Submission

Report due 20th of each month

Submit online at card.txcourts.gov 
 Upload a file (XML), or

 Enter manually into database (if XML unavailable)

CH
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Criminal Section
Traffic Misdemeanors

Non-Parking
 Speeding
 Passing a school bus
 Driving w/out valid inspection sticker
 Driving with expired or no license

Parking
 Parking in an intersection
 Parking within 15 ft of a fire hydrant
 Parking where sign prohibits parking

County Ordinance
 Traffic/parking related ordinances enacted by 

the county 

Non-Traffic Misdemeanors
Penal Code

 Disorderly Conduct
 Public Intoxication
 Theft of property <$50
 Failure to Appear

Other State Law
 Alcoholic Beverage Code
 Education Code
 Health and Safety Code
 Human Resources Code
 Occupations Code
 Water Code
 Violation of Promise to Appear

County Ordinance
 Building Codes
 Zoning Laws
 Animal Ordinances

CH
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Civil Section

Counted and reported when
 A civil complaint or citation is filed (no matter how many 

parties are involved), or

 An original petition is filed (no matter how many parties are 
involved).

NOTE:  At this time, the Civil Section of the report cannot 
adequately capture information on truancy cases.

CH
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Juvenile Section

Criminal cases filed that involve juveniles/minors
 These cases are double counted on the report – once in 

criminal section and again in juvenile section

Includes cases filed involving truant conduct
 Currently no place to count these other than in juvenile 

section

CH
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Additional Court Activity Section 

Captures miscellaneous data including:

 Work performed by judge as magistrate
 Warrants and capiases pro fine issued
 Compliance with legal financial obligations (fines, court 

costs), including community service and jail credit
 Amounts collected (NOTE: totals may be different than what 

is reported to Comptroller)

CH
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Additional Court Activity Section 
Total Fines, Court Costs and Other Amounts Collected:

 Line 20.A. – Amounts retained by the County
 Includes county portion of any fee divided by statute between county and State.

 Line 20.B. – Amounts remitted to the State
 Includes amounts that may eventually be retained or remitted to the county as 

service fees for compliance with reporting to the Comptroller.

 Line 20.C. – Total amount of court-related money collected during the month
 Must include the amounts reported on 20.A. and 20.B., and may include 

amounts sent directly to other entities, e.g., school districts, OmniBase, etc.

 OCA Justice Court Monthly Report Instructions provide detailed examples.

CH
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Data Highlight: FY 2024 Fines & Court Costs
CH
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Question Break

Submit your reporting questions now.
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Review Your Reports Monthly

Missing reports
 Notifications will be sent to court if reports have 

not been submitted

Report sections marked in RED 
 Basic calculation errors must be fixed

Docket Adjustments 
 Can be produced when a previous month was not 

submitted, or by back-dated disposition or case 
filing entry, case management system updates, 
etc.

CH
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Notice Missing Sections and Calculation Errors in Red
CH
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Check for Docket Adjustments

Small or large adjustments are okay if the information is accurate. Please 
enter an explanation in the Notes area if the adjustment totals are large.

Explanation should be noted here
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Look for Other Data Quality Issues

Manual errors

 Typos, numbers entered in wrong line or column

 Information not entered into case management system correctly or 
at all

Case management system issues

 System not properly set up (mapping or programming issues)

 Reports not programmed correctly

 Updates from new release result in unintended data issues

CH
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Notice and Correct

Numbers that are 

 Too low

 Too high

 Do not accurately reflect your court’s activity 

CH
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Simple Steps for Quality Court Data

1. Report monthly.

2. Familiarize yourself with OCA reporting requirements to recognize 
potential data issues.

3. Utilize your case management system software to generate OCA 
reports and address data issues.

4. Produce the Court Activity Detail Report to monitor court data.

CH
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FY 2025 Annual Data Verification

 State fiscal year 2025 ended Aug. 31, 2025

 All reports must be submitted for inclusion of court’s 
data in the FY 2025 Annual Statistical Report

 All reports should be verified accurate/complete and 
any corrections should be made

 A notification will be emailed to all courts in Nov. 2025

 The verification website will have your court’s FY 2025 
Activity Detail Reports for review

CH
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Has Your Court Submitted All FY 2025 Reports? FY 2024?
Missing Sections

CH



OFFICE of  COURT ADMINISTRATION

Review Your Court’s Activity Detail Report

Indicates that at least 1 
section was reported per 
month

Does not ensure that all 
reports are complete or 
do not contain critical 
addition errors

CH



Do any numbers 
really stand out? Ratio of filings 

to dispositions

Large # of All 
Other Dispositions

Compliance 
Dismissals 
missing or 
too high

Uncontested 
Dispositions 
vs. Trials

Criminal Section

Large # of 
dismissals 
with no 
explanation
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Are you reporting juvenile/minor cases?
Juvenile Section

CH
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Are your reporting magistrate warnings and requests for 
counsel, if relevant?

Additional Activity Section

If not, it will affect your county’s risk assessment score with the Texas 
Indigent Defense Commission.
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Additional Activity Section

Are community service and jail credit reported only once, and only 
when the financial obligation in the case is settled in full?

Do any numbers really stand out?
CH
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Justice & Municipal Court Reports Website
http://www.txcourts.gov/reporting-to-oca/judicial-council-trial-court-activity-
reports/justice-municipal-court-reports/ 

Create a 
bookmark

Print 
instructions

View webinars

CH
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Resources/Assistance from Your Vendor/Local IT Staff 

Codes used to track information in your case management 
system

Programming your case management system, development of 
reports from your case management system, creation of an 
XML file to report to OCA

CH
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Appointments 
& Fees Report

LR
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Chapter 36, Government Code 

All appointments of and any fees 
paid to

 attorney ad litem 
 guardian
 guardian ad litem
 mediator 
 competency evaluator

Report   

Report due 15th of each month to OCA

Must also post in courthouse by 15th

And on website “of the court” by 15th 
  

LR
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Test Your Knowledge
LR

Q6: True or False: You should you report the 
appointment/fees of legal counsel for indigent 
defendants.
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Reporting Requirements
DO NOT REPORT:
Appointment of legal counsel for indigent defendants

If justice courts have activity to report, it will most likely be the
appointment of a guardian ad litem, attorney ad litem or mediator 
in a truancy case.

DO REPORT:
Appointment of guardian ad litem, attorney ad litem, or 
mediator in a truancy case

LR
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Reporting Requirements

Most justice courts will

Submit no activity reports all or a majority of the time

Must submit for both Appointments and Fees (two 
reports)

LR
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Electronic Report Submission
Submit online at card.txcourts.gov 

          Enter manually into database (recommended) OR

      Upload a file (xml)

Use same log in information you use for 
Monthly Court Activity Reports

LR
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Uploading an XML File (if Needed)

Your vendor/IT staff must create program to generate 
XML file from case management system

For information on XML instructions, send email to 
judinfo@txcourts.gov 

Submitting No Activity Reports
LR

mailto:udInfo@txcourts.gov
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http://www.txcourts.gov/reporting-to-oca/appointments-and-fees/justice-municipal-appellate/ 

 Create a 
bookmark

 Print 
instructions

 View 
webinars

Appointment and Fees Website
LR
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CH

Question Break

Submit your reporting questions now.
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Public Safety 
Report System

LR
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Public Safety Report System

 SB 6 (87th Tex. Leg., 2nd C.S.) mandated the reporting of additional 
new data elements, bail, and pretrial release information. 

 The reporting requirements were effective April 1, 2022.

 Government Code, Section 71.0351(a)(1)(A-C) requires the 
reporting of the number of defendants for each category of offense, 
the number of personal bonds, and the number of surety or cash 
bonds. 

 This is information being captured from the Bail Form information 
submitted through the Public Safety Report System (PSRS).

LR
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Bail Dashboard Website

https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/statistics-dashboards/ 

LR
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Judicial
Directory
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Judicial Directory Updates

 Directory updates, e.g., changes to the court’s phone, 
email address, etc., should be made year-round, as needed

 Changes of judges should be reported ASAP

 https://www.txcourts.gov/judicial-directory/directory-
updates/

 Email judinfo@txcourts.gov.

LR
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Coming Soon - Court Analytics TX (CATX)
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How It Works - Integrated LR
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CATX Data Collection

Example:

LR

OCA is in the process of developing policy to guard PII (Personally 
Identifiable Information). 
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CATX System Development
 A standardized table of case filings, dispositions, statistical closures, events, etc. will be 

established to provide a tool for mapping and reporting your case data through CATX.

 Integration will provide the ability for CATX to securely connect to specific fields in your case 
management system and pull the necessary data directly from your system, without requiring any 
reports to be submitted on your end.

 The end goal is to eliminate the requirement for the clerk to submit manually or electronically the 
OCA Monthly Report, with additional reporting requirements reviewed and evaluated during later 
phases of the project to see if they can be eliminated.  

LR
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CH

Question Break

What are you looking for in a court data/judicial directory 
dashboard?
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NEW--Regional 
Data 

Coordinator 
Program
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Why Regional 
Data Coordinators

 (aka Rangers)?

To provide resources and individual guidance/assistance to courts 
and clerk offices. 

To provide comprehensive reviews and data checks for reports and 
assist in case clean-up efforts.

To assist in implementing checks for accurate and consistent 
reporting across the state.

To assist with “hands on” tasks by performing inventory and data 
clean-up efforts.

To perform as a liaison between judges, clerks, vendors, and court 
staff.

To guide the validation of case mappings and capturing data 
elements identified on the reports.

To help implement current and new reporting requirements and 
instructions.

CH
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A Team Approach

 Partnership with clerks and counties 
for improved reporting

 11 positions with a dedicated 
representative for your area to 
contact

 NOT an auditing program, INSTEAD a 
solution-based program motivated 
to work as a team with the court, 
clerk, and staff

 Assists in bridging the gap with 
stakeholders to reach desired 
conclusions

CH



OFFICE of  COURT ADMINISTRATION

OCA Is Hiring!

And we’re looking for professionals 
with knowledge of JP courts and case 
management systems to represent 
each AJR.

See https://www.txcourts.gov/careers/.
 

CH
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OCA Contacts

Data & Research Staff: judinfo@txcourts.gov
 Reporting questions

 Electronic submission issues

 Judicial Directory updates

Main Judicial Information Line: (737)295-2330 

Legal Staff: OCA-LegalSupport@txcourts.gov

 Fees and court costs questions

Public Safety Report System: bail@txcourts.gov
 Reporting questions

Service Desk: support@txcourts.gov
 Password Resets

CH

mailto:judinfo@txcourts.gov
mailto:OCA-LegalSupport@txcourts.gov
mailto:OCA-LegalSupport@txcourts.gov
mailto:OCA-LegalSupport@txcourts.gov
mailto:bail@txcourts.gov
mailto:support@txcourts.gov


OFFICE of  COURT ADMINISTRATION

Thank you!
We appreciate your attention to quality data!

Office of Court Administration

Data & Research Division
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