
 

   
 

DNA TESTIMONY TASK GROUP: RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DNA REPORTING CONCEPTS 

Introduction to Recommended Concepts 
The following recommendations submitted for approval by the Commission are the first in 
a series of supplemental recommendations to Complaint No. 23.67 (Evaluation of 
Biological/DNA Results Given Activity Level Propositions).  

At this time, there is no recommendation to add these items to the Texas accreditation 
checklist because the laboratories developed these by consensus and are committed to 
adding these concepts to their reports. The concepts are an amalgamation of reporting 
language taken from participating laboratories.  

Full consensus for participating laboratories was obtained (Center for Human ID, Signature 
Science, Fort Worth Police Department, SWIFS, DNA Labs International, SWIFS, Tarrant 
County Medical Examiner, Bexar County Crime Lab, Harris County Institute of Forensic 
Sciences, Houston Forensic Science Center, Bode Technology, and Texas DPS). 

RECOMMENDATION: The following minimum concepts should accompany DNA 
reports (comparison reports containing interpretations that consider the potential 
source of the DNA) at the laboratory's earliest convenience. Laboratories are 
encouraged to develop and implement their own language that meets the spirit of 
these concepts. 

Concepts to address in DNA reports: 
1. DNA interpretations take place in the context of case information – if there is a 

change to this information, a new evaluation may be needed.  
2. DNA comparisons can only help address whose DNA may or may not be detected. 
3. The DNA interpretation will not conclude that an individual is the source of the DNA 

– no matter the statistical value. 
4. The DNA interpretation does not provide any information about how or when the 

DNA was or was not deposited. 
5. The DNA interpretation does not provide any information about the biological 

source (e.g., blood, semen, saliva) of a DNA profile. 

 

Adopted by the Commission on October 24, 2025 
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Task Group Participants 
FIRST 
NAME 

LAST NAME ORGANIZATION 

Kendra Felipe-Ortega Center for Human ID 
Rachel  Burch Center for Human ID  
Samantha Wandzek  Signature Science  
Jill Cramer Fort Worth Police Department 
Courtney Ferreira SWIFS 
Amanda Webb SWIFS 
Stacy McDonald SWIFS 
Ashley Korsakas DNA Labs International 
Uvonna Alexander Tarrant County Medical Examiner 
Nicole  Morales Bexar County Crime Lab 
Zury Phillips Harris County Institute of Forensic 

Sciences 
Katherine  Morgan  Houston Forensic Science Center 
Mary  Georges Houston Forensic Science Center 
Natalie  Morgan  Bode Technology 
Kristen  Naughton Bode Technology 
Niamh Smith Bode Technology 
Charity Hubbard Texas DPS - Waco 
Drew Dean Texas DPS - Cap 
Andrew McWhorter Texas DPS - Houston 

Robert Sailors Bexar County Crime Lab 
Jarrah Kennedy Steering Committee 
Dawn  Boswell Steering Committee 

Erika Ziemak Steering Committee 
Mike Coble Steering Committee 

Lynn Garcia Steering Committee 
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