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SESSION OVERVIEW

1. Foundation and Framework – The Who & the Why?
2. What is the Public Safety Report System – The What?

3. Judicial Role and Responsibility – The When?
4. Documenting Findings and Data – The Where?

5. Required Training 
6. Assistance and Support Resources

7. Short Demo – The How?



 Senate Bill 6 
87th Legislature, Second Special Session

&
Senate Bill 9

89th Legislature



SENATE BILL 6
Damon Allen – Killed in the line of duty after a routine traffic stop in 
2017. The defendant had a prior conviction of Assault on a Public 
Servant and was out on bail facing charges of Aggravated Assault on 
a Public Servant and Evading Arrest.
Legislature – Passed The Damon Allen Act (SB 6) in 2017. Now 
codified in Article 17, Code of Criminal Procedure. 
Office of Court Administration – Statutorily required to develop and 
maintain the Public Safety Report System. 
Department of Public Safety – Statutorily required to assist the OCA 
in integrating the criminal history into the PSRS.
Judges & Magistrates – Must consider the PSR when making bail 
decisions and certify their bail form and submit to the OCA.
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SENATE BILL 9
89TH LEGISLATURE 

Senate Bill 9 provided clarification and added statutory framework to support Senate Bill 6.



 What is the Public
Safety Report 

System? 
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PSRS Applicable Statute
Article 17.021, Code of Criminal Procedure

(a) The Office of  Court Administration of  the Texas Judicial System shall develop and maintain a public safety report system 
that is available for use for purposes of  Article 17.15.

(b)  The public safety report system must:
(1)  state the requirements for setting bail under Article 17.15 and list each factor provided by Article 17.15(a);
(2)  provide the defendant's name and date of birth or, if  impracticable, other identifying information, the cause number of the 
case, if  available, and the offense for which the defendant was arrested;
(3)  provide information on the eligibility of the defendant for a personal bond;
(4)  provide information regarding the applicability of  any required or discretionary bond conditions;
(5)  provide, in summary form, the criminal history of the defendant, including information regarding any:
 (A)  previous misdemeanor or felony convictions;
 (B)  pending charges;
 (C)  previous sentences imposing a term of  confinement;
 (D)  previous convictions or pending charges for:
  (i)  offenses that are offenses involving violence as defined by Article 17.03; or
  (ii)  offenses involving violence directed against a peace officer; and
 (E)  previous failures of the defendant to appear in court following release on bail; and
(6)  be designed to collect and maintain the information provided on a bail form submitted under Section 72.038, Government Code.

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=CR&Value=17.15
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=CR&Value=17.15
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=CR&Value=17.15
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=CR&Value=17.03
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=72.038
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT SYSTEM(PSRS)

Statewide system that generates a standardized Public Safety Report, queries 
criminal history, captures bail decisions, facilitates statutory notifications and 
connects to DPS criminal history data.

Public Safety Report 
(PSR)

Report generated when defendant and offense information are entered into the 
system. Pulls information from TCIC/NCIC. This is NOT a risk assessment. 

Modified Bail Form

Created when the bail decision has been memorialized within the PSRS and been 
certified by the Magistrate or their designee.

Bail Form

Generally, the trial court’s point of entry. Created/required when a change to the 
bail amount or type is made.  



PSRS PROCESS
Person is arrested Person is 

processed
*Defendant 
information entered in 
PSRS

PSR is produced

PSR presented to 
magistrate

Art. 15.17 hearing *Bail decision entered 
in PSRS

Certification of 
information

Bail form is 
produced

Bail form is 
published by OCA

*Bail decision is 
modified

Modification is 
certified and sent 
to OCA

End 
OR 

Modify



 Judicial Role & 
Responsibility
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Under Chapter 17, judges must:

Consider the public safety report before setting bail;
&

Promptly, but not later than 48 hours after bail is set, 
submit the bail form to the OCA.
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The bail form is intended to capture the moment in time that the bail is set or 
modified.

Bail data shall be entered into the PSRS:
 At initial bail setting during the 15.17 hearing (Magistration);

When the type of bond is modified (personal, cash/surety, or bond denied);

 The bond amount is modified (lessened/increased);
Mandatory release due to ‘speedy trial’ requirements - pursuant to Article 17.151 

CCP.

WHEN DO I UTILIZE THE PSRS?



WHEN DO 
I UTILIZE 
THE PSRS? 
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Additional Capabilities 
and Statutorily Required 

Data 
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Mandatory Notifications
Article 17.027 CCP 

Cross County Notifications 

• Designee was selected by the Local 
Administrative District Judge (LADJ);

• When a defendant who is on felony 
bail in one county is arrested for a 
new felony in another county, the 
arresting county must notify the 
original county;

• User chooses workflow and PSRS 
finishes the notification;

• PSRS archives all notification 
information;

• Designee must notify the District 
Clerk, District Attorney, District Court 
and Defense Attorney,  if known. 

District Attorney Notifications 

• Designee selected by each elected 
District Attorney;

• When a person is arrested and
magistrated for a violent felony
offense (Art. 17.03);

• User chooses workflow and PSRS
finishes the notification;

• PSRS archives all notification
information;

• Designee follows department
procedure in reviewing bail and
determining next steps.

Purpose is the same for both notifications: Timely notification for review of bond conditions 
and determine next steps.
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DA Notification:

 Example 1: Waldo is arrested and magistrated after being  charged with Aggravated 
Robbery in Armstrong County. Armstrong County staff (generally, the person certifying 
the bail form) is required to generate notification to Armstrong County District Attorney 
within the PSRS.

Cross-County Notification: 

Example: Waldo was released on bail in Armstrong County to await trial. He has now 
been arrested in Zapata County for a 3rd degree Possession of a Controlled Substance. 
Zapata County staff (generally, the person certifying the bail form) is required to 
generate notification to Armstrong County within the PSRS.

*Notification must be made no later than the next business day. 

NOTIFICATION EXAMPLES



Article 15.17, Code of Criminal Procedure — NEW Subsection (h):

“Not later than 24 hours after the time a magistrate determines that no probable cause exists to 
believe that a person committed the offense for which the person was arrested, the magistrate 
shall make oral or written findings of fact and conclusions of law on the record to support that 

finding.”

The Public Safety Report System allows a finding of no probable cause to be documented.

NO PROBABLE CAUSE FINDING



17.151 MANDATORY RELEASE



 Training 
Requirements
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https://help.catalisgov.com/psrs/Content/Home.htm

https://help.catalisgov.com/psrs/Content/Home.htm
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Judicial Training Requirements
Only judges who are compliant with the judicial education 

requirements of Art. 17.024, Code of Criminal Procedure may 
set bail for a defendant who has been charged with a Class B 

misdemeanor or higher category offense.

Required Training:

1. Duties of Magistration: Training provided by 
appropriate judicial education entity.

2. Criminal Justice Information System (CJIS): Training 
can be set by your agency Terminal Access Coordinator 
(TAC) with Department of Public Safety (DPS). Certification 
must be completed annually.

3. (Optional) TLETS Mobile Access: If a Magistrate  queries 
a criminal history within in the PSRS, this DPS training is 
required. If a Magistrate will only review an already queried 
criminal history in the PSR, this training is NOT required.



PSR 
ONLINE 
VS. 
PSR
PRINTED
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Did you know?

Best practice is to review the PSR 
electronically in the PSRS.
The printed PSR does not display bond 
conditions, full criminal history, out-of-
state history, or PTI conditions.

In April FTA, warrant information and, 
EPO information will be available 
within the online PSRS.
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PSRS is not optional and is statutorily required.

Notifications are mandated by statute and are sent through the PSRS.

The only DPS class required is the CJIS Security Awareness. The 8-hour 

TLETS mobile training is required only when you will query a criminal history.

 Best practice is for the judge to review the PSR online in lieu of a printed 

copy. 

TAKE AWAYS
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Bail and Pretrial Website - https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/
OCA Website - https://www.txcourts.gov/
Email Notifications FAQ
Catalis (PSRS vendor) - https://help.catalisgov.com/psrs/Content/Home.htm
Upcoming and Previous OCA Webinars - https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/upcoming-and-

previous-webinars/

Email questions to: Bail@txcourts.gov

ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT RESOURCES

https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/
https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/
https://www.txcourts.gov/
https://www.txcourts.gov/
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1461985/email-notificaiton-faq-12026.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1461985/email-notificaiton-faq-12026.pdf
https://help.catalisgov.com/psrs/Content/Home.htm
https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/upcoming-and-previous-webinars/
https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/upcoming-and-previous-webinars/
https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/upcoming-and-previous-webinars/
https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/upcoming-and-previous-webinars/
https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/upcoming-and-previous-webinars/
https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/upcoming-and-previous-webinars/
https://www.txcourts.gov/bail/upcoming-and-previous-webinars/
mailto:Bail@txcourts.gov


PSRS Demo Teaser 
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